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Charles Mansperger and Anna Lee Forman [Circa 1853 to 1918]1
Charles was the fifth child born to Samuel Mansperger (1817-1885) and Elizabeth Hollerbush
(1821-1883), presumably in Newberry Township, York County, Pennsylvania. Charles’ father,
Samuel, was born in Newberry Township, York County, Pennsylvania on May 26, 1817.
Samuel and Elizabeth were married on June 2nd, 1841. The 1850 Federal census indicates the
young couple and their four children (Susan, Peter, Mathias, and Eli) as living in rural Conewago
Township, York County, Pennsylvania, and Samuel’s occupation was listed as “shoemaker” at
that time. Three children were born to Samuel and Elizabeth Mansperger during the 1850s. On
January 28, 1853, Charles (my great grandfather) was born. The following year (in August
1854) Thomas was born (he died as an infant in 1855), and in 1856 Edward was born. The
family has not been identified in the 1860 Federal census. By December of that year (and the
birth of their daughter Emma), the family apparently was living in Fairfield County, Ohio. The
failure of the family to show up in the 1860 Federal census may suggest that they were in
transition during the time the 1860 census was being taken (moving from Pennsylvania to Ohio),
and simply missed by the census enumerators. The 1870 Federal census indicates Samuel and
his wife living in Pleasant Township, Fairfield County, Ohio. Still living within the family home
at that time were Charles (17 years of age), and his brother Edson (14 years old) and sister Emma
(10 years old). Both Samuel and his son Charles were listed as Journeymen Shoemakers.2
Samuel’s oldest son Peter—also a Journeyman Shoemaker—and his family were enumerated in
the adjacent house. The 1870 Federal Census indicates Samuel's property valued at $1,200, and
his personal property valued at $300. In contrast, Peter’s real property (his son, who was living
next door) was valued at $0 and his personal property was valued at $250. In June 1870, the
Federal Industrial Census (Products of Industry) enumerated Samuel Mansperger’s boot and
shoe workshop in the community of Basil (Liberty Township, Fairfield County, Ohio). At only
$300, the capital investment in the company was low. Three workers over the age of 16 were
working in the shop, with a payroll of apparently $600 for the past six months’ time.3 The 1880
Federal census documents the 63-year old Samuel living in Pleasantville, Fairfield County, Ohio.
At that time, his wife, son Edward (24 years old), and daughter Emma (19 years old) are still
living at home. Samuel died in Pleasantville, Ohio on June 6, 1885.
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My research into our family history has been assisted by conversations with numerous family members—not the
least of which was my father, Howard Mansberger. More recently, conversations with Clyde and Nancy
Mansberger, Jennifer Mansberger Workman, Patricia “Pat” Gallahue, and with my aunt Chlora “Corky” Mansberger
Hyrup have been of great help in this research. I would like to thank Jennifer for making the contents of our
grandmother’s trunk—complete with the numerous photographs and family mementoes—available for use in this
research. A special thank you is also due to Chlora, who has lent family pictures and items, as well. Additionally, I
would like to thank Earleene Spaulding (Recording Historian, Baxter Springs Historical Society, Baxter Springs,
Kansas) for her assistance. To everyone that has assisted with this research, I thank you.
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Apparently Samuel’s brother (Joseph Mansperger) also was a shoemaker who moved to Ohio (settling in
Middleport, Meigs County, Ohio). The Ohio State Museum has Joseph Mansperger’s cobbler’s bench (Museum
Echoes 1928:236). Middleport is located along the Ohio River in southeastern Ohio.
3

The census notes that Samuel had 1,200 pounds of sole leather (valued at $408), 6 dozen Uppers [soles] (valued at
$348), and 100 pounds of calf skins (valued at $175) at the time of the census, and that he produced 280 pairs of
boots (valued at $1,680), and 140 pairs of shoes (valued at $280) within the past year. Additionally, he had a
minimal income of $0.80 for repairing shoes during the past year also. Samuel’s gross sales during that period was
$2,040. The nearby county seat of Lancaster, Ohio was known for its commercial production of shoes.
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Charles’ mother, Elizabeth Hollerbush, was born on September 22, 1821 in Cancuago Township,
York County, Pennsylvania. Little is known about Elizabeth Hollerbush. She also died at
Pleasantville, Ohio, on December 27, 1883 (Mansberger 1979:122). Both Samuel and Elizabeth
are buried in Hampson Cemetery, Pleasantville, Ohio. Besides my great-grandfather (Charles),
Samuel and Elizabeth Mansperger had seven other children: 1) Susan,4 2) Peter,5 3) Mathais, 6 4)
Eli,7 5) Thomas,8 6) Edward, 9 and 8) Emma.10
As noted above, the 1870 Federal census documents the Mansperger family in Pleasant
Township, Fairfield County, Ohio. At that time, the 17-year old Charles was listed with an
occupation of "journeyman shoemaker"—a rather skilled position for his age, probably having
learned the trade from his father. Although it is unclear as to what young Charles was doing
during the early and middle 1870s, there is some evidence that he may have traveled to Kansas
during these years. The 1875 Kansas State Census indicates that Mathias Mansperger—Charles’
older brother—was a young farmer living with his wife in Marion Township, Doniphan County,
Kansas in that year.11 Newspapers from late 1876 indicate that Mathias was delinquent on his
property taxes (cf. Weekly Kansas Chief, August 3, 1876), and in May 1877 Mathias quit
claimed title to 30 acres of land located in rural Marion Township (valued at $60) to William
Canter (Weekly Kansas Chief, June 14, 1877). That same month, the local newspaper noted
under a heading entitled “Doniphan Items” that “Mansperger has opened a shoe shop and is
4

Susan was born in March 1841. She married Milton Patterson in August 1859. The couple had seven children
(Alice, Nelson, Laura Ann, Jennie, Elmer, Nona Fay, and Stanley). Susan died in May 1894 in Pleasantville, Ohio.
5

Peter Virgil was born in May 1846, in Pennsylvania. He married Barbara Irick in April 1867. Peter died in
Columbus, Ohio in April 1905. They had two children (Carrie and Otto).
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Mathias was born in May 1847 in Pennsylvania. By 1875, his residence was in Doniphan, Kansas. At an
unknown date, he married a woman named Elizabeth, and the couple appear to have had four children (Joshua
LeRoy, Nellie, Lewis Samuel, and Pearl). Mathias died in 1936.
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Eli was born in April 1859 in Pennsylvania. At an unknown date, he married Margaret Emma Bibler. The couple
had five children (Wilbur, James, Ella, Laura, and Ida). Eli died in Marion, Ohio in September 1923.
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Thomas J. was born in August 1854. He died in infancy, on August 26, 1855. Ancestry.com family tree (Arthur
M Moore Jr 14 May 2009) suggests that Thomas was born in, and died in, Fairfield County, Ohio—and that he is
buried in the Geiger Cemetery, Fairfield County, Ohio. Unfortunately, the source of information is not indicated. If
this is true, then the Mansperger family appears to have moved from York, Pennsylvania sometime after Charles’
birth in January 1853, and prior to Thomas’ birth in August 1854.
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Edward was born in September 1856, presumably in Fairfield County, Ohio. He appears to have gone by the name
“Edson.” He died in August 1908 in Pleasantville, Ohio.
10

Emma was born in December 1860 in Fairfield County, Ohio. In 1881, she married Charley Epley, and the
couple had six children (Fritz, Gus, Henry, Lorenzo, Maggie, and Margaret). Emma died in October 1911 in
Columbus, Ohio.
11

The census indicates that he was a small farmer, with real estate valued at only $150, and personal property
valued at $150. The small community of Doniphan, Kansas is located along the Missouri River, northwest of
Kansas City, between Atchison and St. Joseph.
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making boots, and beating out leather soles to peg on old ones” (Weekly Kansas Chief, June 28,
1877). Apparently, Mathias tried his hand at farming but wasn’t very successful, after which he
took up the family vocation of shoemaking. In contrast, his shoemaking efforts appear to have
been relatively successful, which might have enticed the young Charles to join him in Doniphan,
Kansas at this time. Charles would have been 24 years of age, and a relatively skilled tradesman
(shoemaker). The one reason to suspect that Charles’ might have traveled to Kansas at this time
is that on October 10, 1878, the Weekly Kansas Chief carried a short news note that simply noted
that “Chas. Mansperger took his departure, on the 1st inst.” This would have given him enough
time to return to Ohio by late 1878.12
Although it is assumed that Charles met his wife, Anna Lee Forman in the Pleasantville vicinity,
rural Fairfield County, Ohio area during the 1870s, there is no evidence of such, and there is
some indication that he may have met her in Kansas.13 The couple was married in Fairfield
County, Ohio on February 4, 1879. Charles was 26 years of age at the time, and working as a
shoemaker. Although there has been some confusion as to his spouse’s name—which is
variously recorded as Anna and Lee (as well as “Forman” and “Foreman”), their marriage
license indicates her name as “A. L. Forman,” and her daughter’s (Florence’s) death certificate
indicates that her name was, indeed, Anna Lee Forman. Anna was born January 12th, 1859 in
Columbus, Ohio, and according to census returns, her father (Thomas Forman) was born in New
York, and her mother was born in Ohio. Unfortunately, little else is known about Anna. 14
The 1880 Federal census documents the young Charles Mansberger family living in Pleasant
Township, Fairfield County, Ohio.15 Charles apparently had abandoned the shoemaking trade,
and was listed as a 29-year old laborer at this time. His 21-year old wife was listed as Anna.
The young couple, and their infant son Peral (born in November 1879) apparently were living
with Charles’ parents (Samuel and Elizabeth Mansperger) and siblings (Edward and Emma), and
next door to his brother Peter and his family.
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Apparently, Mathias was better at shoemaking than at farming. The February 14, 1879 issue of the Weekly
Kansas Chief noted that “We observe ‘Roy Podge’ pounding his knees at Mansperger’s shoe shop. Mat. [Mathias]
is getting more work than he can do, and has Roy to help him.” Similarly, on February 20, 1879, the same
newspaper noted that “Mansperger’s shoe shop moves into Forman’s frame building, formerly occupied by Bilimek
as a saloon.” It is interesting to note the Forman name—which is Charles’ future wife’s maiden name. Another
later issue of the newspaper (March 15, 1880) noted that “Mrs. Mansperger of Mo. is visiting relatives in Spring
Grove.” It is unclear as to whom this may be referring to.
13

As noted in the previous footnote, Mathias occupied “Forman’s frame building” in Doniphan, and as such, there
appears to have been a Forman family in this small town when Charles visited. Although both Charles’ visit to
Doniphan, Kansas, and the his introduction to his wife in that community are speculative, they warrant further
research.
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Mansberger (1979) suggests that Charles married a woman named Lee Forman. Both the 1900 and 1910 Federal
census indicates that Charles' wife was named Anna. Anna’s death certificate was signed by her daughter, Florence
Gegg. At the time of her mother’s death, Florence did not know the name of her grandmother.
15

The family’s postal address was listed as Lancaster, which is the Fairfield County seat. Pleasant Township is
located to the northeast of Lancaster. Lancaster is located approximately 35 miles southeast of Columbus, Ohio.
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Unfortunately, the 1890 Federal census for Ohio has not survived. The 1900 Federal census
documents the greatly expanded Charles Mansberger family.16 At that time, the family was
living in a rented house on First Street in Findlay City, Hancock County, Ohio.17 By this date,
the 47-year old Charles had an occupation listed as “brick layer,” and was noted as living with
his wife Anna (41 years old) and several of their children—including Ray (a 17-year old day
laborer born in November 1882), Birge [Virge] (a 15 year old “at school,” born in January 1885),
Clora D. (a 13-year old “at school,” born in June 1886), Brent (an 11-year old “at school,” born
June 1888), Chauncey (an 8-year old born in June 1891), Florence (a 7-year old born in October
1892), and Olive (an 11-month old born in June 1899). Apparently, the couple’s oldest son
(Peral)—as well as another relatively elusive son named Murray—had already left the family
home by this date. This census indicates that Anna had given birth to ten children, nine of which
were still living at the time of the census. The 1904 Findlay City Directory listed Charles and
Anna Mansberger as residing at 1316 Park Street, Findlay, Ohio. Charles’ occupation was listed
as “mason.” Besides Charles and his wife, Ray (a clerk rooming at 201½ West Crawford St.),
Virge (listed as “Vergie L.”, a laborer boarding at 1316 Park St.), and Chlora (listed as “Clara”; a
maskmaker residing at 619 Findlay St.) were also listed within this same directory.18
In March 1905, the Charles Mansberger family was enumerated in the Kansas State Census as
residing in Baxter Springs, Cherokee County, Kansas.19 Charles was listed as a 52-year old
mason, living with his wife Anna (46 years old), and their children: V.L. (Virge Leslie, 20 years
old), F.B. (Forest Brent, 16 years old), C.G. (Chauncey Grant, 13 years old), F.A. (Florence, 12
16

This is one of the first times associated with Charles that the family name is spelled with a “b”—as Mansberger,
and not Mansperger.
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Findlay City is located in Hancock County, northwestern Ohio, approximately 40 miles south of Toledo. By the
1880s, the community had developed into a booming oil and natural gas production center
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Findlay,_Ohio). An 1889 bird’s eye view of Findlay, Ohio is entitled “Findlay, Ohio /
The Gas City” (Burleigh Lithography Establishment, Troy, New York), and illustrates a relatively undeveloped First
Street at this date.
18
The occupation of “maskmaker” is unusual. The 1900 Federal Census compendium notes only 17 maskmakers
present in the entire state of Ohio at that time.
19

Mansberger History (Vol 3) suggests that Charles moved to New Jersey prior to moving to Kansas. Nothing is
known about the family’s potential move to New Jersey prior to moving to Kansas. And, as this history notes, there
was not much time between the family’s presence in Findlay City (in 1904) and Baxter Springs (in 1905).
Baxter Springs is located on the Spring River in the far southeastern corner of Kansas, only about two miles north of
the Oklahoma border, and seven miles west of the Missouri border (and 22 miles from Joplin, Missouri). Baxter
Springs started as a trading post and military town (Fort Baxter; raided by Quantrill’s Raiders in 1863) during the
late 1850s. After the Civil War, Baxter Springs became one of the first cattle towns in Kansas and grew
dramatically during the 1870s. With the growth of the railroads, the importance of the community to the cattle
industry quickly subsided, and the town fell into a period of decline. During the early years of the twentieth century,
with the discovery of both lead and zinc ores in the surrounding countryside, the community again experienced a
period of rapid growth. This growth coincided with Charles’ move to southeastern Kansas. The May 12 th, 1905
issue of the newspaper Sedan Lance (Sedan, Kansas) contained a short news note entitled “Ore Boom at Baxter”
stating “The lead and zinc mines near Baxter Springs have taken a new boom…. It is estimated that there will be at
least twenty five large concentrating plants in operation within a year.” Additionally, in 1926, U.S. Route 66 (the
Mother Road from Chicago to
Los
Angeles) was
surveyed through Baxter
Springs
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baxter_Springs,_Kansas).
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years old), and O.F. (Olive, 5 years old). No longer present in the house at this time was Ray
(who would have been about 22 years old) and Chlora (who would have been about 18-years old
at this time). Oral tradition indicates that the family traveled “in a covered wagon” to Kansas.
Minimal information is available regarding Charles’ early years in Baxter Springs. It would
appear that he worked as a mason contractor, doing a variety of brick, stone, and concrete work.
One early newspaper news brief notes that “Charlie Mansperger will go ahead with Geo. Rardin
and finish the curb and gutter contract on Military street. Nothing has been heard of Chapman,
who flew the coop a couple of weeks ago” (Baxter Spring News June 24, 1909).
The 1910 Federal Census indicates that the 57-year old Charles and his family were still residing
in Baxter Springs, Kansas.20 Charles was living in a house he owned (free of mortgage) on
Neosho Street with his wife Anna, and three of their children (Ray, Virge, and Olive—aged 27,
25, and 10, respectively). Charles’ occupation was listed as “brick mason” working at “odd
jobs.” Ray’s occupation was listed as “cement worker” whereas both Charles’ and Virge’s
occupations were listed as brick masons (working at “odd jobs”). It is interesting to note that the
census indicates that Charles and Anna had been married for 31 years, and Anna had given birth
to a total of seven children, all of which had lived.21
The 1915 Kansas State Census also documents the Charles Mansberger family in Baxter Springs,
Kansas. At that time, the 62-year old Charles is living with his wife Anna, their youngest
daughter Olive (15 years old), and their oldest daughter Chlora (28 years old). Chlora had
married by this date (as indicated by her name, Chlora Mackey). Charles was still listed as a
brick mason. Although Charles was still listed as owning his own home at this time, he now had
a mortgage on the property. Delinquent tax postings in the local newspaper from 1915 suggest
that the family may not have been living any longer on Neosho Street, but were potentially living
in a house on Lots 6, 7, and 8, Block 4 of Van Epp’s Addition in Baxter Springs (fronting
Murray Street). The delinquent tax listings suggest that the family may have been having
difficult times financially at this time.22 Charles also appears to have been paid for his
20

Specifically in Ward 2, Spring Valley Township, Cherokee County. Charles is listed with a middle initial of “M”
at this time.
21

It is interesting to note that the 1900 Federal Census, which seems the more accurate of the two, suggests that
Anna had given birth to ten children, only nine of which survived. Anna’s nine children that survived childbirth
appear to have been: 1) Peral, 2) Murray, 3) Arthur Ray, 4) Virge Leslie, 5) Chlora, 6) Forest Brent, 7) Chauncey
Grant, 8) Florence, and 9) Olive.
22

Charles was listed in the newspaper for owing back taxes on Lots 6, 7, and 8, Block 4, of Van Epp’s Addition to
Baxter Springs (Columbus Weekly Advocate, August 5, 1915). Several photographs from circa 1910-1918 illustrate
Charles and Anna with a house in the background. This house, which has been identified as the Harvey House, was
constructed of rock-faced concrete block in circa 1909-10 (see Baxter Spring News, December 16, 1909). It was not
located on Lots 6, 7, and 8, of Block 4. The three lots owned by Charles were located at the intersection of East and
Murray Streets (with a Murray street address), just northeast of the commercial business district of Baxter Springs.
An 1871 Bird’s Eye View of the City of Baxter Springs, Kansas illustrates a large house at this general location
(Union Lithography Company 1871). Unfortunately, a search of readily available Sanborn fire insurance maps from
1885, 1892, 1899, 1905, 1913, and 1918 for Baxter Springs do not document Block 4 of Van Epp’s Addition.
[Three other Sanborn maps—from 1926, 1930, and 1942—are available for Baxter Springs and may illustrate this
block.]
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endorsement of Doan’s Kidney Pills in 1915.
Several news briefs (in reality paid
advertisements) were run in the Baxter Spring News throughout 1915, and confirm the family’s
residence was on Murray Street by that date. One such advertisement from September 23, 1915
read
Many Like This in Baxter Springs. Similar Cases Being Published In Each
Issue. The following case is but one of many occurring daily in Baxter Springs.
It is an easy matter to verify it. You cannot ask for better proof. C. M.
Mansperger, Murray St., Baxter Springs, says: “I am firm in my belief of the
merit of Doan’s Kidney Pills, as they have done me a great deal of good. They
have given prompt results in my case, strengthening my kidneys”
Numerous family pictures of Charles and Anna have survived—many of which appear to have
been taken in the back or side yard of the Murray Street house sometime just prior to Charles
death in 1918. Contemporary pictures illustrate the three Mansberger daughters together, and
may suggest a time period circa 1915 when Chlora had returned to the family home just before
her divorce. One such picture is of Charles holding the reigns of a horse. In 1915, a run of
several newspaper advertisements placed in the local Baxter Springs News in February 1915 read
“FOR SALE. Good work mare. Charles Mansperger” (February 4, 1915). The pictures of
Charles with a horse in his yard on Murray Street may have been taken in 1915 and may
represent a picture of that very “good work mare.”
Charles died on August 28, 1918, in Baxter Springs, Kansas. The August 30th , 1918 issue of the
Baxter Springs News contained a front page news article entitled “PIONEER CITIZEN IS
STRICKEN / Dies Suddenly While Making a Purchase at a Local Store.” The article proceeds
by stating:
Charles Mansberger, for many years a resident of Baxter Springs, passed away
very suddenly Wednesday evening at about 7 o’clock, heart disease being given
as the cause of death.
Mr. Mansberger was in the Golden Rule store purchasing some groceriers when
he was stricken and had no warning of the attack. He had been under the care of a
physician for several months. Mr. Mansberger was born in Pennsylvania 65 years
ago last January. He settled in Baxter Springs about twenty years ago and
followed the brick mason trade. Always an upright man, with a kindly interest in
the welfare of his friends and neighbors he held the love of a large number of
people who will sympathize deeply with the family in their bereavement.
Besides his wife, 7 children survive him, as follows: Forrest, of Great Falls,
Idaho; Ray, of Columbus, O.; Virgil, of Momence, Ill.; Mrs. Florence Gegg, of
Lancaster, Pa,; Grant, of Joplin, Mrs. Chlora Mackey, of New York City, and
Mrs. Will Abbott, of Baxter Springs. All of the relatives have been notified and
the funeral will not be announced until word has been received from them.
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A few weeks later, the September 6th issue of the Baxter Springs News carried another short
news brief.
Mrs. Florence Gegg of Lancaster, Pa., and Mrs. Chlora Mackey, of New York
City and their brothers, Grant, of Dallas, Texas, and Virgil, of Momence, Ill.,
have arrived to attend the funeral of their father, Chas. Mansberger. Two other
sons, Ray, of Columbus, Ohio, and Forrest, of Great Falls, Idaho, are unable to
come.
Although Forest was not able to travel to Baxter Springs to attend his father’s funeral, the
October 4th, 1918 Baxter Springs News carried the short news article:
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Mansberger arrived Wednesday from Great Falls, Montana,
for a visit with the former’s mother, Chas. Mansberger and sister, Mrs. W. H.
Abbott and Mrs. Mansberger’s sisters, Mrs. Fred Stallsmith and Mrs. John
Jennings.23
Although Charles’ last known location was Baxter Springs (Kansas), Mansberger (1979:128)
suggests that he may have been living in Joplin, Missouri at the time of his death. Unfortunately,
Charles death certificate has not been located. Similarly, the location of his interment is
unknown (presumably in Baxter Springs or vicinity).
As expected, the 1920 Federal census does not enumerate Charles Mansberger, but it does
document Anna Mansberger living in the Henry and Florence Gegg household in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Although Anna' age is slightly off, Florence was Charles and Anna’s daughter—
suggesting that Anna moved back east to Lancaster shortly after her husband’s death. Anna died
on January 8, 1928 of uremia. At the time of her death, she was living at 54 North Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.24 The following discussion summarizes our knowledge regarding
Charles and Anna’s children.
1.

PERAL MANSBERGER. Little is known about the eldest child born to Charles and
Anna on November 28, 1879 in Pleasant Township, Fairfield County, Ohio. Although
Mansberger (1979) indicates the first-born was a girl named Pearl, the 1880 Federal
census indicates that the recently born child was a male named Peral. Unfortunately,
there is no 1890 Federal census available. The Xenia Daily Gazette (October 16, 1895)
carried a short news article that appears to indicate some disreputable activity conducted
by the young Peral. The article reads
A young man, who gave his name as Pearl Mansperger, was arrested by
Officer Smith and locked up today on suspicion. He had a ring in his

23

The November 15 th, 1918 issue of the Baxter Springs News noted that “Mr. and Mrs. Mansberger returned to their
home in Great Falls, Montana after an extended visit here with relatives.”
24

She is buried at Cedar Lawn Cemetery, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. When Mansberger (Volume I) was published in
the 1930s, it was noted that Charles “has not been heard from in recent years”—probably reflecting the family’s
move to Baxter Springs, Kansas and his subsequent death in 1918.
7

possession which he was endeavoring to sell by canvassing from house to
house.
No additional information was recorded as to this event. Three consecutive news articles
in May 1900 indicate that Peral was in Fort Wayne, Indiana at that time. The first article
states
MANSBERGER. Carl [sic] Mansberger, an inmate of the county asylum,
died this morning from dropsy of the heart, complicated with other
diseases. He was 23 years of age and has been at the infirmary but a few
days. Nothing whatever is known of him, and at his own expense
Superintendent Felts is telegraphing in an endeavor to learn where the man
belonged. At the infirmary he gave the name of Harry Williams, but the
superintendent believes his true name is Carl Mansberger (Fort Wayne
Sentinel; May 19, 1900).
The following day, another news article was printed. This one stated that
MANSBERGER. Perl Mansberger, an inmate at the county infirmary,
died Saturday at the institution, from dropsy of the heart and other
diseases, at the age of twenty-three. He gave the name of Harry Williams
at the infirmary. Nothing whatever is known of him or his people (Fort
Wayne Journal-Gazette; May 20, 1900)
Finally, on May 21, 1900, this news article was printed about the death of Peral.
Pearl Mansberger, an inmate at the county infirmary, died Saturday at the
institution of dropsy of the heart and other diseases, at the age of 23 years
(Fort Wayne Daily News; May 21, 1900).
All indications are that Peral was buried in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
2.

MURRAY MANSBERGER. Mansberger (1979) suggests that Charles and Anna had a
child named Murray, who was born on February 19, 1881, presumably in Pleasant
Township, Fairfield County, Ohio. Whether he lived to adulthood is not known. An
unidentified picture of a man in the family collection may document Murray (see Figure
x). Charles’ obituary suggests that Murray had died by August 1918.

3.

ARTHUR RAY MANSBERGER, generally known simply as Ray, was born on
November 29th, 1882 (presumably in Pleasant Township, Fairfield County, Ohio).
Several sources indicate that Ray was born in 1881, whereas other sources indicate
1882.25 The 1930 Federal Census suggests, presumably incorrectly, that Ray was born in

25

The best evidence of an 1881 date of birth is his World War I draft registration card, which states 1881, and not
1882. It seems unlikely that Anna would have had another child nine months and ten days after the birth of
Murray?! Ray’s World War II draft registration card and two Federal Census returns lists his birth year as 1882.
8

Pennsylvania. Ray signed his WWI draft registration as "Arthur Ray Mansberger" and
gave his birth year as 1882.
The 1900 Federal census indicates that 17-year old Ray was living with his parents and
younger siblings on First Street in Findlay City, Ohio. At that time, he had an occupation
of "day laborer." Apparently, Charles and his family had moved from Fairfield County to
Hancock County sometime during the 1890s. The 1904 Findlay City Directory listed
Ray Mansberger as a clerk rooming at 201½ West Crawford Street.
In circa 1904-early 1905, Ray apparently moved to Baxter Springs, Kansas with his
family—although he is not listed as living with the family in the 1905 Kansas State
census. The 1910 Federal Census nonetheless indicated (on April 28th ) that Ray was
living with his parents (on Neosho Street) in Baxter Springs, Kansas. At that time, he
was listed as a "cement workman" working at "odd jobs." Ray apparently was also
enumerated (on April 20th) as residing with his brother Virge in a boarding house in
Miami City, Oklahoma. Both Verge [sic] and Ray were listed as “contractors” doing
“cement work.” It would appear that Virge and Ray may have been working in
Oklahoma, and returned to Baxter Springs from Miami City during the week of April 2128, 1910. By mid-1911, Ray was working as a foreman for the Henning and Vineyard
Company (of Evansville, Indiana) operating a large steam-powered trenching machine
laying sanitary sewer lines with his brother Virge in Momence, Kankakee County,
Illinois. It was this job that brought the two young men to Momence, and it was in
Momence that both Ray and Virge apparently met their future wives.26
Marriage records suggest that Roy [sic] Mansberger married 24-year old Cora Baker in
Jasper County, Indiana on October 16, 1911 (Jasper County, Indiana Marriage Records).
Cora S. [Stella] Gibbins had married Charles Baker on November 11, 1899 in Jasper

Similarly, the Mansberger History (1979), indicates Ray’s birthday was November 28th, 1882 and not November
29th, 1881.
26

See attached photograph (Figure x). Caption on this reads “About 1911. Sewer construction picture taken near
corner of 2nd & Locust Sts., in front of present Ruge Funeral Home. Front on left, Joe LaPlant, town blacksmith;
Mrs. Vineyard, wife of contractor; Mrs. King & Mr. King, Supt. From Evansville, Ind.; Wm. Coats, seated and exmayor, W. P. Watson on lieft. On machine left of steam dome, Joe Bukowski, dynamiter. Seated on gear wheel,
Warren Hopkins, engineer, and Guy Alberts, tool dresser. Standing on drive wheel, Jim Davis, steam driller,
(wearing hat) on his left, Wm. Hupp, his helper. Standing on apron, Virge Mansberger, cement mason, and his
brother, Ray Mansberger, who was foreman. Others not identified—some Kentuckians—also some Hungarians,
who were aliens.” Also see January 20, 1911 and October 6th, 1911 news articles published in the Momence
Reporter. The former article notes the awarding of the contract for constructing the sewer lines to Henning and
Vineyard, of Evansville, Indiana for $30,900. The second article has a headline that reads “Sewer Work is
Stopped,” and proceeds to detail how funds were insufficient to finish the project and the contractor had pulled off
the job for another project in Iowa. The article continues by noting that there was some issue with bonds having not
been legally issued, the inability of the company to pay their bills, and the company’s Evansville Bank was refusing
them credit. The Iowa town apparently was Mt. Vernon, Iowa, which subsequently took legal action against the
company—which apparently went out of business at that time due to insolvency. It appears that the company had
been getting their sewer tile from the Streator Tile Company, and they owned that firm a substantial amount of
money.
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County, Indiana (Jasper County, Indiana Marriage Records).27 Although the 1900
Federal Census indicates that 16-year old Cora Baker had been born in Illinois in
November 1883, death records indicate she was born in Roselawn, Indiana on November
1, 1887. Her husband, Charles, was a 21-year old, Illinois-born farm laborer. The couple
was living in rural Union Township, Jasper County, Indiana (located immediately across
the Illinois/Indiana border to the east). The 1910 U.S. Census indicates that Charles
Baker and family (less Cora), were living in Momence. At that time, Charles Baker was
listed as a laborer working in a brick yard (perhaps the Tiffany Brick Yards?). His
youngest daughter was four years old and—according to the census—named Bernas L.
Baker. The whereabouts of his wife, Cora, at this time is unknown, and the couple may
have been estranged and/or divorced by this time.28 In October 1911, Cora and Ray were
married.
In September 1918, Arthur Ray Mansberger registered for the draft, and noted that he and
his wife (Cora) were living in Columbus, Ohio at the time (World War I Draft
Registration). Similarly, the Baxter Springs News, in reference to Charles’ death,
indicates that Ray was a resident of Columbus, Ohio. The 1920 Federal census indicates
that 38-year old Ray A. Mansberger, his 32-year old wife Stella, and their 14-year old
daughter Bernice, were living on West Park Avenue, in Columbus, Ohio. Ray was listed
as a “cement finisher” and “contractor.” It would appear that Ray and Cora (now going
by the name Stella) were raising Bernas L. (Bernice Lucille) as their own child.
In 1925, the Columbus City Directory indicates that Ray Mansberger and his wife Cora
were living at 185 North Central Avenue. Ray was listed as a “contractor.” It would
appear that their daughter Bernice had married a man named Page W. Jeffords by that
date. The 1925 city directory indicates Page Jeffords and his wife Bernice living at the
same address as Ray and Cora Mansberger. It is no surprise that Page’s occupation is
listed as “cement worker.” The Jefford’s family apparently was from Eagle Valley,
Oregon, and it may have been the Jefford’s family that resulted in Ray and Cora later
moving to Oregon.
The 1930 Federal census indicates that 47-year old Ray and 42-year old Corda were
living on Second Street in Portland City, Oregon in April of that year. Ray’s occupation
was listed as a “Sidewalk Cement Worker” and “Finisher.” They rented a house for
$16/month. Bernice was no longer living with the family, and was listed as working as a
servant in the Arthur Oliver house in Bed Rock, Oregon.

27

See Cora Stella Gibbins profile in Wayne Jefford’s family tree (Ancestry.com). It is from this source that the
name “Stella” was assigned to the “S.” in Cora’s middle name. Jeffords suggests that Cora was born in Roseland,
St. Joseph County, Indiana.
28

A Cora Gibbins was enumerated in the East St. Louis census returns, residing within 59-year old Nancy Githins
(Gibbins ?) and her two sons (Arthur and Thomas Hall) on North 16 th Avenue. Nancy Gibbins had been born in
Kentucky and both parents were from Kentucky. Cora was listed as a 23-year old single woman boarder born in
Indiana, without knowledge of her parent’s birthplace. It is unclear whether this is the same Cora as the woman
married to Charles Baker.
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The 1940 Federal Census documents Ray and Cora living in Plympton, Multnomah
County, Oregon. Ray’s occupation was listed as a “W.P.A. laborer” (doing government
work). He worked 48 weeks in 1939, with an income of $700. The family owned their
own home, which was valued at $1,000. Ray’s World War II Draft Registration records
indicate that Arthur Ray Mansberger had registered for the draft, and was living at 2920
SE 109th Avenue, Portland, Oregon, and that he was working at James Langley Electric
Supply (1615 SW 16th, Portland, Oregon). 29 By 1942, the couple was listed as living in
Portland, Oregon. Ray died in Portland, Oregon on November 9, 1950. He is buried in
Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker City, Oregon. Bernice Lucille Baker Jeffords died on May
9,
1964
(http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=117530774).
Bernice and her husband Page had two children (Elaine and Robert Jeffords).
.
4.

VIRGE LESLIE MANSBERGER, my grandfather, was born in Pleasant Township,
Fairfield County, Ohio on January 24, 1885. Virge’s obituary states that he was born in
Pleasantville, Ohio. The 1900 Federal census indicates that "Birge" was living with his
parents on First Street, Findlay City, Hancock County, Ohio at that time. Besides his
parents, Charles and Anna, the household included Virge’s older brother Ray (17), and
younger siblings Clora (13 years old), Brent (11 years old), Chauncey (8 years old),
Florence (7 years old), and Olive (11 months old). Virge was listed as being "at school."
The 1904 Findlay City Directory lists “Vergie L. Mansberger” as a laborer boarding at
1316 Park Street—which was the same address as his parents (Charles and Anna).
Sometime circa 1904-early 1905, the Mansberger family—including Virge—moved to
Baxter Springs, Kansas. The 1905 Kansas State census indicates that the Charles
Mansberger family were living in Baxter Springs, Kansas at that time. Besides Charles,
his wife Anna, and the 20-year old Virge, the household included Forest (16 years old),
Chauncey (13 years old), Florence (12 years old), and Olive (5 years old).
The 1910 Federal census suggests that Virge and his brother Ray were working as
itinerant contractors, and potentially still living with their parents in Baxter Springs,
Kansas. On April 20th , 1910, both Ray and Virge were enumerated in returns from
Miami City, Ottawa County, Oklahoma. The two men were boarding within the David
Roberts house (on K or R Street, where Roberts and his wife ran a boarding house). Both
Ray and Virge were listed as contractors doing “cement work.” On April 28th, the two
men were again enumerated in returns for Baxter City, Cherokee County, Kansa—within
the Charles and Anna Mansberger residence. Besides Virge (then 25 years old), the only
other siblings still at home at this time were Ray (27 years old), and Olive (10 years old).
Both Virge and his father (Charles) were listed as a brick masons, working at “odd jobs.”
In contrast, his brother Ray was listed as a “cement workman,” working at “odd jobs.”
The family was living on Neosho Street at this time.
Apparently, the itinerant nature of the work undertaken by Virge and his brother Ray
took them throughout the Midwest. Sometime in 1911, both Ray and Virge traveled to
Momence, Kankakee County, Illinois to install a new sewer line. The firm conducting
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Ray’s daughter--Mrs. W. P. Jeffords, who was listed as residing at “Goble Ave RI”—was listed as the individual
who would always know his whereabouts.
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this work apparently was from Baxter Springs, Kansas, and utilized a large steampowered trenching machine to lay these lines down the center of the streets. Ray was the
foreman of the crew, and Virge was a cement foreman. It was while working in
Momence that both Ray and Virge met their future wives. In August 1911, Virge was
still in Momence—and had received postcards from co-workers who were then working
in Iowa (suggesting that Virge may have stayed in Momence). On December 18, 1912,
the nearly 28-year-old Virge married Nellie Hahn—a 16-year old Momence girl—in
Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. Nellie was born on July 28, 1894 in Roberts, Ford
County, Illinois. She was the daughter of Conrad Hahn (born 1853, Putnam County,
Illinois) and Francis Louise Huxtable (born 1857, Tazewell County, Illinois). Nellie had
moved to Momence with her family in 1903, moving into a house on South Walnut Street
with her family. Her father was a retired farmer.
After their marriage, the young couple traveled on a honeymoon to visit Charles’ parents
in Baxter Springs, Kansas. The published wedding announcement from this time period
suggests that the young couple were moving to Baxter Springs intent on building a house
in that community at that time. In early 1913, Virge’s brother Forest sent a picture of
him and his wife to “Mr. and Mrs. Virge Mansberger,” and at that time addressed the
picture to them in Baxter Springs, suggesting that the couple may still have been residing
at that location. For unknown reasons, the couple did not remain in Baxter Springs, and
relocated back to Momence by the birth of their first child (Leota Mae) in December
1913. During these early years back in Momence, for a short time, Virge and Nellie
rented an apartment in an older stone house located on South Walnut Street, only a block
north of Nellie’s parent’s house. Later, after the birth of both Floyd (1915) and Wilbur
(1917), the couple apparently rented a house on Momence Island. Finally, by circa 1918,
the young couple had purchased a house near the south outskirts of Momence (at the end
of South Hardin Street), a location they improved and remained in for the remainder of
their lives. Chlora (1922) apparently was the first to be born in this new house (in
1922).30
Virge’s World War I draft registration indicates that he was a self-employed mason
working in Momence, Illinois. It is interesting to note that the draft card spells his name
“Verge Lesslie Mansberger.” The card, which was signed by Charles B. Astle on
September 12th, 1918, indicates the Virge was of medium height and medium build.

30

The house was a single story frame building that was “old and run down” and occupied by the Gilbert family
when purchased by Virge. The house had no electricity at the time, a pump in the kitchen supplied cistern water to
the house, and a privy was located outside. The house had a living room, single bedroom, kitchen and small pantry,
with a small basement cellar. By the late 1920s, Virge partitioned off the bedroom creating a stairway, and a second
floor was constructed overhead. Although electricity was added in the 1920s, kerosene lamps remained in common
use during the later 1920s due to the non-dependable character of electricity during these years. In circa 1933, Virge
constructed a new addition onto the west elevation of the house. This new addition housed a modern kitchen and
new bath on the ground floor, and a bedroom on the second floor. The earlier kitchen, located in the original house,
then became a dining room. The outside of the house was covered with transite siding at this time. By this time,
Virge had also constructed a large walk-in, concrete-walled, “storm cellar” adjacent to the kitchen, and a formal
rock garden (with small ponds and bridge) for Nellie.
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Nellie was a member of the Momence Baptist Church, which she had been a member of
since at least the 1930s. Virge, although accepting of Nellie’s religious faith, refused to
participate in the family’s church activities. Although half serious, Nellie would often
say Virge was a “heathen.” Nellie’s Baptist faith forbid the drinking of alcohol in the
family household, as well as the playing of card games. Nonetheless, a marbles board
game was one of Nellies favorite pastimes. Late in life, after having heart problems, a
daily shot of whiskey for its medicinal value was accepted.
The 1920 Federal Census indicates that Virge was living with his young family in rural
Momence Township, Kankakee County, Illinois. At the time, Virge was 36-years of age
and living with his wife (Nellie M., then 25 years of age) and three young children (Leota
M., 6 years of age; Floyd V., 4 6/12 years of age; and Wilbur R., 2 3/12 years of age).
The family’s nearest neighbors were George Bisher, Ray Schenk, and William Weber—
suggesting that the family was established at the family farm by this date (the South
Hardin Street location that they lived in for the remainder of their lives). Virge’s
occupation was listed as a laborer for the railroad at this time.
During the 1910s and 1920s, Virge worked on a variety of masonry projects. His work
included a broad spectrum of concrete flat and form work, as well as foundation work
(concrete block), and brickwork. Small repair jobs (chimney repairs) and foundation
work often carried the family through rough times.31 Larger projects, such as the
construction of new houses, were also part of his work repertoire [More on this later].
During this time, during the winter months, Virge used a hand-operated mold to make
rock-faced concrete block, which he stockpiled for use the following spring in his
construction projects. Much of this work was done in a large brick carriage barn,
constructed of salvaged bricks—many of them Tiffany enameled brick—located behind
the family home. Virge constructed a frame shed on the side of the building and raised a
great number of rabbits (for food) through the years. During these years, he also
expanded and improved his family home, and bought several older houses that he
refurbished as rental income property.

31

Information on Virge’s work history comes from a couple of archival sources, as well as family history
(conversations with Howard Mansberger). The archival records include two notebooks used by Virge—one in the
middle 1920s and the other in the middle 1930s. The earlier notebook is a 1925 diary or daybook which details day
by day wages apparently made by Virge. Additionally, a note in the front of the book gives the total gross income
for 1924 also. Gross wages in 1924 were $4,595.35, compared to gross wages of $3,824.70 in 1925. This book
indicates work every day in January through February 14th (presumably consisting of interior plaster work and
chimney repairs) with a long period of inactivity during the late winter and very early spring (through April 30th).
Once work started in the spring (May 1st), Virge appears to have worked long periods of time with few days off,
through August 29th. The daybook indicates Virge may have taken a trip to New York from August 30 th to
September 1st—returning to work on September 8 th. [If the daybook wasn’t labeled 1925, I would suspect that it
actually dated from 1927—and this “trip” documents Virge’s trip to New York City to pick up the body of his sister,
Chlora.] The second notebook (The Old Builder’s Estimator with B. L. Tabler & Son” imprint) has a 1936
publication date, and thus probably was used by Virge sometime shortly after that date. In this book, Virge tallied
“Old Jobs” and gives us some insights into the types of work undertaken by him during this time. These include
many plaster jobs, chimney repairs, foundation work (presumably concrete block work), and brick work.
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The 1930 Federal Census indicates that Virge’s family had grown substantially during the
previous decade. At that time, during the height of the Great Depression, the Mansberger
family consisted of Virge (44 years of age), his wife Nellie (35 years of age), and their
children Leota (16 years old), Floyd (14 years old), Wilber (12 years old), Chlorabelle (7
years old), Clyde (4 years old), Glen (2 years old), and newly born Howard (4/12 months
old). Virge was listed as a self-employed cement contractor who owned his own house,
which was valued at $3,000. Another interesting aspect of the census is the notation that
the family owned a radio set.
By the early 1930s, change was underway with the family. The oldest child, Leota Mae,
left for college (University of Illinois) in the fall of 1932. After graduation, she taught in
Ford County, married John Gallahue, and raised a large family. A couple of years later,
tragedy struck in the summer of 1936. In July of that year, Floyd—the eldest son—and
his girlfriend were killed in a horrific automobile accident. The car, being driven by
Floyd at night, struck a stalled truck without lights parked on the roadway.32 By the late
1930s, Virge’s son Wilbur was working with him in the construction trades. Young
Clyde, Glen, and Howard began assisting also by the early 1940s.
The 1940 Federal Census documents Chlora (17 years old; senior in high school), Clyde
(14 years old; freshman in high school), Glenn (12 years old; fifth grade), and Howard
(10 years old; fourth grade) as living at home with Nellie (45 years old) and Virge (55
years old). Virge is noted as owning his own home, valued at $2,000. The census taker
noted that the family lived on a farm—suggesting that the family home functioned like a
small farm at that time (in contrast to the earlier, 1930 census which suggests the family
was not on a farm). Both Leota and Wilbur had moved from the family home by this
date, and Floyd had died in a car accident. It is interesting to note that the census return
notes that Virge had completed eight years of school, whereas Nellie had completed only
seven. Virge’s occupation was listed as “mason” in the “building” trades, with an
estimated annual income of $600. Nellie’s occupation was listed as “house work”
located “at home.” By mid-1940, Wilbur—who had been working as a carpenter—had
married and had left the family home. Within a couple of years, Chlora had also married
and moved from home.33
In 1942, Virge completed his World War II draft registration card and noted that he was
57 years old, self-employed, living at Rural Route 2 in Momence, and that he had a
telephone (Momence 203 W). An interesting aspect of this form is that it listed his place
of birth as Finley [Findlay], Ohio—which is in Hancock County, not Fairfield County as
believed. Although Virge was not called to serve in the military, two of his sons served
32

The accident occurred on Highway 17 west of Kankakee. Besides Floyd, his girlfriend (Evelyn Louise Carlson,
15 years old) was also killed, and two others were seriously injured. The truck driver, Al Fabry (41-years old from
Kankakee) was charged with manslaughter [See newspaper accounts].
33

Wilbur and Bea were married on March 2 nd, 1940. During their extended honey moon, the couple toured Georgia
and Florida, as well as two weeks at a resort island off the coast of Florida. Two weeks of their honeymoon were
spent as quests of Clinton Washburn, New York City broker and owner of Honeymoon Isle, which was located
about six miles off the Gulf coast of Florida. The trip was a multi-media event that was covered by Life magazine
and included photographs of the young couple in the April 8th, 1940 issue.
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in the U.S. Army during World War II—both in the Pacific Theater. Wilbur served with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and Clyde served with the Army Air Corps (Asian
Pacific Theater). Clyde received the Philippines Liberation ribbon with bronze star and
three oversees service bars. He was a staff sergeant with the 333rd Repair Squad 5th Air
Service Command. Clyde and Wilbur’s paths crossed while both were in the Philippines.
Although both served in the Pacific Theater, both returned to the States without injury.
Clyde married Eunice Carroll in 1947.
After the War, Clyde and Glen worked with their father (Virge) in the family business
(mason contractors). The youngest son, Howard (married in 1950 to Shirley Trudeau),
was drafted into the U.S. military in 1950 for service in the Korean Conflict. He served
in France from 1951-1953. By the early 1950s, Virge had reached retirement age, and
was contemplating retirement. He received a social security card in 1952, at which time
he retired. With his retirement, Clyde and Glen teamed up as Mansberger Brothers
Masonry. When Howard returned from service in early 1953, Virge offered to come out
of retirement to go into business with him if brothers Glen and Clyde did not take him in
as a partner—which they did. Soon, Clyde joined the bricklayer’s union and was
working in other markets, and Glen and Howard worked a more local Momence market
as Mansberger Brothers Masonry. In 1951, Chlora also married (Leonard Hyrup). Glen
never married and remained living at the family home throughout this period.
In 1979, Leota Mansberger Gallahue wrote about her father (Virge) “He raised our big
family through the Depression with no camping outings, out of state trips, worldly gifts
or television. He gave us so much more, sensitivity to beauty and wildlife about us,
humor, loyalty to each other, honesty, peace within ourselves and security. What more
could a child and adult need from a precious, alert, and thoughtful 94 year old dad. I love
him.” Virge Mansberger died in January 18, 1983. Nellie Mansberger died June 4, 1995.
Until the end, they both remained at the family home in Momence.
5.

CHLORA D. MANSBERGER, was born on June 2, 1886, presumably in Pleasant
Township, Fairfield County, Ohio. The first record of Chlora is the 1900 Federal Census,
which notes that she was a 13-year old girl living with her parents and multiple siblings
on First Street, Findlay City, Hancock County, Ohio. Besides the parents, Charles and
Anna, the household included Chlora’s older brothers Ray (17 years old), and Virge (15
years old) and younger siblings Brent (11 years old), Chauncey (8 years old), Florence (7
years old), and Olive (11 months old). The 1904 Findlay City Directory listed a “Clara”
Mansberger—believed to be Chlora—boarding at 619 Findlay Street. This same
directory also listed family members Charles, Anna, Ray, and Virge (and no other
Mansbergers). The 1906 Findlay City Directory listed a “Cora” Mansperger—also
believed to be Chlora—as residing at the rear of 219½ Washington Street. No other
Mansberger family members were listed within the 1906 directory, as they had already
moved to Baxter Springs. Apparently, Chlora did not move to Kansas with the family
but remained in Findlay City, Ohio. Chlora does not appear listed in the 1905 Kansas
State Census. She would have been 18 years of age at the time.
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In 1908, Chlora married Frank Mackey who was a resident of Findlay City, Ohio. The
1904 Findlay City Directory indicates that Frank E. Mackey was boarding at 623 North
Cory Street—an address which was also associated with a young Budd Mackey. Budd
Mackey was listed as working at the firm of Mackey and Son, upholsterers located at 623
North Main Street. Frank Mackey had no occupation listed in this directory. The 1906
Findlay City Directory listed Frank E. Mackey as boarding at 804 North Main Street, and
gave his occupation as “boxer.” This same directory noted that the A. H. Mackey and
Son Company (upholsterers) was located at 533 North Main Street. It would appear that
the young Frank Mackey was not interested in pursuing the upholstery business, and
newspaper accounts indicate that he had began pursuing a professional boxing career in
1901 (and that the bantamweight boxed under the name “Biz Mackey”).34 The Baxter
Springs News (April 8, 1915) indicates that Chlora and Frank were married in Findlay
(Hancock County), Ohio on January 6th , 1908. Neither Frank nor Chlora were listed
within the 1909 Findlay City Directory; the Cleveland Plain Dealer noted that they were
to make their home in Cleveland (January 7, 1908).35 If Frank and Chlora lived in
Cleveland, it appears to have been for a very short while.
Neither Frank nor Chlora have been located in the 1910 Federal census. The
whereabouts of Chlora and Frank Mackey during the majority of the time from 1908
through 1914 are unknown. Newspaper accounts indicate that Biz traveled for an
extended amount of time to Paris, France, to pursue his boxing career in September
1913.36 He returned to the U.S. in March 1914, after breaking his arm in a fight in
England. A subsequent passport application for Frank from June 1918 states that he had
34

Boxing records indicate that Frank Mackey boxed under the name “Biz” Mackey. These boxing records
incorrectly suggest that he was born on May 30 th, 1883 in Louisville, Kentucky, and died on June 21st, 1962. His
latest residence appears to have been Cleveland, Ohio. His boxing record consisted of 38 wins (KO 26), 25 losses
(KO 17), and 13 draws (81 total bouts; 539 rounds). Newspapers from around the county carry stories about
Mackey’s
boxing
career
during
the
first
two
decades
of
the
twentieth
century
(http://boxrec.com/media/index.php?title=Human:10730).
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A Frank Mackey is listed in the 1908 Cleveland City Directory as an operator of a saloon located at, “2000 W.
58th NW.” It is suspected that he operated a saloon, but it is unclear as to whether this is his saloon address or
residence address—or both. An interesting news article from 1934 regarding Biz referenced some altercation with a
saloon which affected his career: “Biz was a handy mittman in his day, as Johnny Kilbane can tell you. He fought
Johnny two great fights. He had a go at all of them until Chief Kohler ran him out of town for having a little game
in his saloon on Waverly Avenue” (Cleveland Plain Dealer, January 23, 1934). Neither Frank nor Chlora were
listed in the 1909 or 1910 Cleveland city directories. Although always known as the “Cleveland featherweight,”
Mackey may have moved to Jersey City sometime circa 1911. At about that time, Biz began working with Frankie
Burns, bantamweight World Champion, as a sparring partner/trainer , and traveled around the U.S. with Burns.
Newspaper accounts from May and June 1911 indicate Burns (and potentially Mackey?) were preparing to travel
overseas, to fight in Europe as well as Australia. Mackey’s professional—and presumably personal friendship—
with Burns persisted throughout the 1910s.
36

The Democratic Banner (September 9, 1913) carried a story entitled “ American Fighters To Invade Paris.” This
story read “A wonderful string of American fighters, in point of numbers at least, sailed for the other side today in
charge of A. L. Lippe…. The objective of the bunch of ringsters is Paris, where the fight game is said to be
flourishing like a green bay tree and where the Americans expect to repeat a bigger harvest of dollars (or the French
equivalent) than could be hoped for under the present conditions in this century.” Biz Mackey was named as one of
the boxers heading to Paris at the time.
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lived in Paris, France from 1913 to 1915—even though passenger records and newspaper
accounts indicate he returned to the U.S. in March 1914.37 Chlora was not listed as
37

Passenger records indicate that Frank Biz Mackey returned to the United States (New York) from Southampton on
the S.S. Philadelphia in late February 1914 (arriving in early March 1914). This source indicates that he was born
on May 30, 1884 and had an address of 930 Forest Avenue, Bronx, New York at that time. Newspaper accounts
suggest that Biz had a setback with his boxing career, and returned home to the U.S. The Bismarck Daily Tribune
(March 14, 1914) stated that “Biz Mackey, the Cleveland featherweight who broke his arm in a recent bout with Joe
Bowker in England, is returning home.” Upon his return to the U.S., with his boxing career more or less ended, he
apparently pursued acting for a short while. The Arizona Republican (September 8, 1914) noted that “Biz Mackey,
the Cleveland featherweight, has temporarily abandoned the ring for the stage. Mackey is a clever little actor and is
making a big hit in the west.” A similar story was carried by the Tacoma Daily News (September 5, 1914). By
September 1915, Mackey was trying to schedule more fights, but unsuccessfully. For three years, from about 1915
through 1918, Biz apparently worked as a boxing trainer for Frankie Burns, in Jersey City.
Frank’s passport application from June 1918 indicates that his name was Frank Biz Mackey, and that he was born in
Loudonville, Ohio—not Louisville—on May 30th, 1882. His father was Abraham Mackey, who was born in Shreve,
Ohio, and was then residing in Belle Center, Ohio. The passport application also notes that Frank had lived in Paris,
France from 1913 to 1915, that he currently lived in Jersey City, New Jersey, and that his occupation was that of
“athlete.” According to the application in 1918, he was about to go overseas for one year to visit France for the
“Knights of Columbus War Relief.” His passport, which contained a picture of him in an Army uniform, was to be
mailed to “Knights of Columbus, Committee on War Activities, 110 W. 42nd Street, New York.” Frank intended to
sail from New York harbor on July 6, 1918. Frank was listed as being 5’5” tall, with one distinguishing mark—a
cauliflower ear (potentially associated with his boxing career?). In late 1917, Biz was working as a trainer for
fellow Jersey City boxer, Frankie Burns (who was training for a title bout with Pete Herman for the bantamweight
title)—a position he had been doing for the past three years (circa 1914-1917; cf. “Biz Mackey Going To France
With K. of C.”, New Orleans Item, August 2, 1918 and Harrisburg [Pennsylvania] Patriot, August 10, 1918—
“Mackey has all the qualifications that go to make up a successful secretary in war relief work and should be a big
asset to the Knights Overseas Services.”). It was Burns who attested to know Biz on his passport application. By
early 1918, Biz was working for Knights of Columbus as a physical trainer and/or “secretary” at Camp Merritt
(Jersey City Journal, May 10, 1918). Camp Merritt was constructed in August 1918 at Tenafly, New Jersey, at a
location with easy access to the port at Hoboken—which was one of the major disembarking points for U.S. troops
heading overseas during World War I. Camp Merritt had the capacity to house over 40,000 troops. News accounts
stressed the role of sports in the training of U.S. military personnel, and the efforts of the Knights of Columbus (cf.
“Sports Essential in War Training Is Idea Of U.S. Government In Army Work,” Canton [Ohio] Repository, July 31,
1918). Apparently Biz had tried to join the military earlier, but because of the physical abuse he had taken in his
boxing career, he apparently did not pass the physical exam. Nonetheless, he was able to join “through the back
door” as a physical trainer (teaching boxing) and Knights of Columbus secretary. Upon arriving in France, in a
short time he was on the front lines with the Third Division volunteering as a stretcher bearer (New Orleans Item,
October 6, 1918—contains some good quotes about frontline experiences of Mackey). Frank appears to have stayed
in France through at least 1922-23, as he applied for a second passport with the American consulate while in France
in 1922. Newspapers as late as 1934 suggest that he may still have been living in Paris. The Cleveland Plain
Dealer (January 23, 1934) carried a story that stated: “I would like to let you know that Biz Mackey, a former
Cleveland battler, is living here [Paris]. He is trying to rebuild, or remodel, some of the old American soldiers who
remained in Paris after the war and return to them the lines they had when they wore the uniform.” Biz Mackey’s
World War II draft registration card indicates that he was living at 338 West 47th Street, New York City, and
working as a self-employed, on-call, masseur at the time. Biz listed his brother Budd as the one most likely to know
of his whereabouts.
The Jersey City Journal (June 23, 1962) carried Frank Mackey’s obituary. He died in Veterans Hospital, New York
City. He was 80 years old, and was noted as a World War I veteran “and a member of Paris Post 1 of the American
Legion in Paris, and its New York chapter.” Services were held at the Blackley Funeral Home in Ridgefield, New
Jersey. The obituary lists no offspring or other relatives. Ridgefield is located north of Jersey City, across the
Hudson River opposite Central Park, Manhattan, New York.
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traveling with Frank on the S.S. Philadelphia in March 1914 when he returned to the
United States. It is unclear as to how much Chlora may have traveled with Biz during
these years.
The 1915 Kansas State Census indicates that Chlora had again returned to live with her
parents in Baxter Springs, Kansas by that time. The 1915 state census indicates that the
28-year old Chlora, who had married Frank Mackey in early 1908, was sporting the last
name “Mackey.” Unfortunately, although Biz Mackey’s professional career was covered
extensively in the press during the 1900s and 1910s, his personal life seldom made the
paper. These news accounts indicate that Biz was a very busy man, traveling throughout
the United States and Europe during the 1910s, and their marriage did not endure. The
Baxter Springs News (April 8, 1915) noted that “a divorce petition filed by Mrs. Chlora
Mackey, through her attorney Al. F. Williams, in district court Monday asks for
separation and alimony from her husband, Frank Mackey. The petition alleges cruelty
and abandonment…” Several family pictures from circa 1915-1918 of the three
Mansberger sisters in Baxter Springs have survived and appear to be from this time
period (see attached photos). In August 1918, Charles’ obituary indicates that Chlora
was a resident of New York City at the time of his death. Chlora apparently had returned
home, divorced, and then moved to New York City sometime between 1915 and 1918.
As noted below, Chlora did appear enumerated in the 1920 Federal census in New York
City.
The 1920 Federal Census indicates that a 32-year old, divorced, Cora [sic] Mackey was
living on Amsterdam Street in Manhattan Borough, New York City.38 The census
indicates that she was a boarder living within the George Stedman family home, and was
working as a manicurist at an unidentified hotel. George Stedman was a chauffeur, living
with his wife Mary, and their 21-year old daughter (also named Mary) who also was
working as a manicurist in an unidentified hotel. Presumably Mary Stedman and Chlora
Mackey were co-workers at the same hotel. It is interesting to note that there is another
woman lodger in the same house named Olive [Oliva] Abbott. This twenty-somethingyear old woman was Ohio born, single, and also working as a manicurist, presumably
with Mary and Chlora at a nearby hotel. Olive Abbott was, most likely, Chlora’s younger
sister who had joined Chlora in New York City sometime during the previous year, and
had recently married.
Although Chlora appears absent from New York City directories for the 1910s, she was
documented in both the 1922 and 1925 New York city directories (under her married
name of Mackey), with an address of 467 4th Avenue. 39 [Chlora’s sister Florence had

38

Amsterdam Street runs north/south along the west side of Central Park in Manhattan (eventually becoming 10 th
Avenue south of Central Park). Chlora’s address—presumably at the time of her death (163 West 80th Street, New
York City, New York)—puts her in this same general location, which is centrally located west of Central Park, only
a short distance from the American Museum of Natural History. This address was written with Chlora’s name in a
notebook used by Nellie Mansberger.
39

A search of this address does not produce a location in Manhattan, but one in Brooklyn.
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been living in the City earlier, but by this time she appears to have married and living in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.]
In January 1925, Chlora obtained a U. S. passport intent on taking a European tour. This
document appears to incorrectly state her date of birth as June 2nd, 1894—suggesting that
she was eight years younger than she actually was. Additionally, it is of note that Chlora
was traveling under her maiden name, and spelling it as “Mansperger,” unlike the
remainder of her immediate family. Visa stamps suggest that Chlora traveled to France,
Germany, and England in the winter (February and April) of 1925. Chlora crossed the
North Atlantic on the steamship S.S. Leviathan.40 The ship’s typed passenger list
indicates that Chlora registered initially as “Belle Mackey” with an address of 467 Fount
Avenue, New York.41 She sailed from Southampton on April 21, 1925 and docked in
New York Harbor on April 27, 1925.42 Numerous commercially produced souvenir
pictures of her trip (predominately of London) have survived.
Chlora died on January 12th, 1927, in New York City (41-years old). The cause of
Chlora’s death apparently was a heart attack (myocarditis). Her brother, Virge, traveled
to New York to retrieve her body, and brought her to Momence to be buried in the
Momence Cemetery, adjacent to plots reserved for Virge and Nellie Mansberger. At
death, Chlora may have been living at 163 West 80th Street, New York City, New
York.43 Family tradition indicates that Chlora had attained a fairly well-to-do lifestyle
with a nicely furnished apartment (antiques and oriental rugs).44 Upon Virge’s arrival in
New York, her apartment had been cleaned out of all its valuables, and the belief was that
everything had been taken by the attorney handling her estate. Chlora had no children.
6.

FOREST BRANT MANSBERGER was born on June 12 th, 1888 in Pleasantville,
Fairfield County, Ohio.45 The first record of Forest is the 1900 Federal Census, which
notes that the 11-year old was going by the name “Brent,” was living with his parents and

40

The S.S. Vaterland (renamed the U.S.S. Leviathan) was a German-built ocean liner more-or-less contemporary
with the Titantic, with her maiden voyage in April 1911. At the start of World War I (July 1914), the ship was in
New York City (docked at a terminal in Hoboken, New Jersey), where she remained until commandeered by the
U.S. Government in April 1917. When built, it was one of the largest ocean liners on the seas, and after its post-war
refurbishing, it represented one of the most luxurious of the liners plying the North Atlantic—and extremely popular
with the American public. Its maiden voyage after the post-war refurbishing was July 4 th, 1923. The ship continued
to travel between Europe and North America through 1934, with her final trans-Atlantic passage being in 1937
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Leviathan).
41

I cannot find a “Fount Avenue” in New York City. Could this refer to “Fountain Avenue” which is in Brooklyn?

42

The typed name “Belle Mackey” had the name “Chlora Mansperger” penciled over it.

43

This address was associated with Chlora’s name on a single page of notes in Nellie’s trunk. It is also possible that
this was her lawyer’s address, as it does not agree with the address cited in the 1922 and 1925 city directories.
44

Family tradition maintains that one of her clients was Groucho Marx.

45

Forest’s name is variously spelled “Forest” and “Forrest” in historical sources. Forest completed his World War I
draft registration form as “Forest,” and it is that spelling that I use in reference to him.
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multiple siblings on First Street, Findlay City, Hancock County, Ohio. Besides the
parents, Charles and Anna, the household included his older brothers Ray (17 years old),
and Virge (15 years old), older sister Chlora (13 years old), and younger siblings—
Chauncey (8 years old), Florence (7 years old), and Olive (11 months old). The 1905
Kansas State Census indicates that Forest, who was 16 years old at the time, moved with
his family to Baxter Springs sometime between 1900 and 1905. Within a couple of
years, the young Forest met a local girl and, at the age of 19 years old, he married the
young Ivy Silence of Baxter Springs. The local newspaper carried the following story of
their marriage.
Forest B. Manspberger [sic] and Miss Ivy May Silence both of this city
were quietly married at 8 p.m. Saturday, May 2, at the M.E. parsonage by
Rev. J. E. Largent. The bride is the youngest daughter of Mrs. E. L.
Silence and has grown to young womanhood in our city and has a host of
friends who wish her all future happiness. Mr. Manspberger is not quite
so well known, having come here about two years ago from Cleveland,
Ohio, but is an honest and industrious young man, well liked by all who
know him and receives congratulations for having secured such a lovable
girl for his bride (Baxter Springs News, May 7, 1908).
The 1910 Federal Census indicates that Forest was living in Strike Ax Township, rural
Orange County, Oklahoma. Forest (22-years old) was listed as the head of the
household, and living with his 22-year old wife, Iva. 46 The census suggests that Iva (a
house keeper) was born in Kansas, whereas her father was born in Missouri, and her
mother in Illinois. Forest was listed as a house plasterer who owned his home (with a
mortgage). The 1910 census suggests that the young couple had been married for two
years at this time—suggesting that they were married in circa 1908 (as noted above).
Enumerated in Forest’s household at the time was his younger brother—Chauncey
(spelled Chauncie)—and his wife, Mary. The census listed the couple as “visiting.”
Although a photograph labeled "To Mr. and Mrs. Virge Mansperger of Baxter Springs,
Kansas, from Forest and Ira Mansperger, Pueblo, Colorado, February 7, 1913" appears to
represent a wedding photograph of the couple, it would appear they had been married
five years by this date. It is unknown why the couple was in Pueblo, Colorado at this
time.
Forest’s World War I Draft Registration (from June 1917) indicates that he was a
married, self-employed plaster contractor living at 1506 10th Avenue, South Great Falls,
Montana. In August 1918, his father’s obituary suggests that Forest was living in Great
Falls, Idaho [sic]. Although Forest was not able to make it back to Baxter Springs for his
father’s funeral, he and his wife were able to travel back home later in October 1918.47
46

As discussed below, Iva’s (or Ivy’s) maiden name was “Silence.” The Silence family was from Baxter Springs,
Kansas.
47

Newspaper accounts detailing the couple’s return to Baxter Springs shortly after his father’s death indicate that the
couple were also visiting Ivy’s two sisters (Mrs. Fred Stallsmith and Mrs. John Jennings), and mother (Mrs. J. B.
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The 1920 Federal census indicates that Forest and his wife (Ivy M.) were living in rural
Cascade County, Montana at the time (potentially Black Eagle Township?). Both Forest
and Ivy were listed as being 31 years old, with Forest still working as a house plasterer.
No other individuals were living with the couple, who owned there house (with a
mortgage).
Neither Forest nor Ivy has been located in the 1930 or 1940 Federal census returns.
Mansberger (1979) notes that Forest died on September 12th, 1920—at the age of 32
years. The source of Forest’s death is unknown.
7.

CHAUNCEY GRANT MANSBERGER was born on June 10th , 1891 in Pleasantville,
Ohio. Sometime after his birth, the family moved to Findlay City, Hancock County,
Ohio. They were at this location by the time of his sister’s (Olive) birth in 1899. The
1900 Federal Census indicates an 8-year old Chauncey living with his parents, Charles
and Anna, in Findlay City, Ohio. Sometime between 1900 and 1905 (and presumably
closer to 1900 than 1905), Charles and his family moved to Baxter Springs, Kansas. The
1905 Kansas State Census documents the family at this Kansas location, and includes the
13-year old Chauncey.
The 1910 Federal Census indicates that 19-year old Chauncey (a plasterer) may have
moved out of the family home. The census noted him and his young wife (Mary) as
visiting his brother (Forest) in Strike Ax, Oklahoma in 1910. Mary’s maiden name was
Neal and she died on July 13th , 1911 at an early age (18 years old). The 1910 Federal
census indicates that the 17-year old Mary had been born in Indiana, and that the couple
had been married for only one year. Mary is buried in Baxter Springs, Kansas (Burial
Record, Baxter Cemetery). Missouri marriage records suggest that Chauncey may have
remarried fairly quickly. On October 15th , 1913, Chauncey (apparently going by the
name of Grant at this time) was married to a Rosa Barr. Both Chauncey and Rosa were
noted as residents of Joplin, Missouri.48 Apparently, this marriage did not last, as on
October 26th, 1915, Chauncey (again gong by the name of Grant) was married to Ethel
Burch. Both Chauncey and Ethel listed Kansas City as their place of residence. Ethel
was apparently from Texas. The 1916 Dallas [Texas] City Directory lists “C.
Mansberger” and his wife Ethel Mansberger as living at 1615 Rawley Street, Dallas.
Grant was listed as a tailor working at the Park Tailoring Company, whereas his wife
Ethel was listed as an “operator” with the Southwest Telegraph and Telephone Company.
World War I Draft Registration records were completed by Chauncey who signed the
document “Chauncie” Mansberger. Chauncey gave his home address on this document

Brown). Further newspaper research indicated that Mrs. Brown was the former Ella Silence, and that she had a
couple other sisters (Mrs. Roy [Blanche] King , and Mrs. August Mayerhoff). Ella Silence was born in December
1854, married Mr. Brown in May 1911, died in November 1928, and is buried in the Baxter Springs Cemetery. The
Silence family—from Baxter Springs—included several daughters that married into families from Baxter Springs
and surrounding communities (such as Miami, Oklahoma). The 1905 Kansas State Census documents the Silence
family presumably in Baxter Springs.
48

A search of the 1914 Joplin City Directory did not indicate either a Chauncey or Grant Mansberger. A Rosa
Mansburg [sic] (located at 1809 Byers Street) was listed in the directory, and may represent Chauncey’s wife.
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as 3208 Ross Street, Dallas and noted that he was working as a tailor at the “Fishborn
Dye Works”—which coincidentally had the same physical address as his home address
(3208 Ross Street). In answer to the draft board’s question regarding any claim for
exemption of service, he answered “yes, support for wife and baby” and indicated that his
child was only 5 months old. The registration papers were dated June 5, 1917 (World
War I Draft Registration). A photograph of the couple may represent a wedding picture
(see photograph).
Sometime circa late 1917 or early 1918, Grant and his wife had relocated back north.
Charles obituary suggests that Grant was living in Joplin, Missouri by August 1918. The
1920 Federal Census indicates a 27-year old Grant Mansberger as a "lodger" in the Ivie
Palmer house located on Minnesota Avenue in Ward 4, Kansas City, Wyandotte County,
Kansas. Grant's occupation was listed as a "tailor" working at a "Cleaning Company."
He was married to a woman named Ethel (who was born in Texas, of Texan parents). In
1920, the young couple had a single child named Helen May who was 2 years, 11 months
old. Ethel worked as an "operator" with the "Telephone Company." Several photographs
of the couple have survived, and include images of a single, young girl (presumably their
daughter), and potentially represent photographs taken of a house in Kansas City, Kansas
(see photographs).
Subsequent information regarding Chauncey has been difficult to locate. Family tradition
suggests that he may have been a semi-professional boxer, and that he may have died of
an appendicitis attack.49 Although no record of his death has been located, he apparently
had died by 1930, as his widow Ethel is documented in the 1930 Federal census. Ethel
and her 13-year old daughter (Helen May) are living with her brother (Coy Burch) on
South Arno Street, in Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico. Ethel was listed as
a widow, and both her and her daughter were listed as having been born in Texas. Coy
Burch was listed as a mechanic with the “steam railroad.” Denver [Colorado] city
directory for 1933 indicates that Ethel and her daughter were living in that city at that
time. Ethel was listed as a widow (of Grant) living at 1950 Logan Street, and she worked
at the Brown Palace Hotel. Her residence was at 1950 Logan Street, Denver. The 1940
Federal census indicates that Ethel and Helen are still living in Denver. Ethel was listed
as widowed and head of household, living on Champa Street with her daughter and two
grandchildren (Gerald and Rosella Luktum, aged 7 and 6 respectively; both children
having been born in Colorado). Edith was working as a seamstress doing "sewing
projects” and worked 39 weeks in 1939, with an income of $600. Apparently Helen had
married a man named Luktum, who was not listed within the household at this time.50

49

The oral tradition that Chauncey may have been a boxer may be incorrect, and being confused with Chlora’s
husband Frank Biz Mackey.
50

Ethel may have been previously married. The Amarillo Globe-Times (Amarillo, Texas) published a “Citation By
Publication” on July 22nd , 1957 in an attempt to reach “Unknown Stockholders of the Home Missions and Rescue
Commission of Texas, and Ethel Mansberger, a widow…” (defendants). The citation was in response to court
documents filed by M. B. Burch (plaintiff) in order to regain title to Lot No. 5, Block No. 135, Giddon and Sanborn
Addition to the City of Amarillo, Porter County, Texas. According to the citation, Burch held title to the property,
was “ejected therefrom by the defendants,” and has been in possession of the property for “more than ten years.”
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Ethel Mansberger died in late August 1968 in St. Louis, Missouri (St. Louis PostDispatch 1968 8/22 p8D, Burial permit 8/27 p4C). She apparently was buried in Wilbur
Park Cemetery, St. Louis County, Missouri.
8

FLORENCE MANSBERGER, the second youngest child, was born on October 6th ,
1892 (in Ohio).51 Little is known about Florence. The 1900 Federal Census indicates
that seven-year old Florence was living with her parents in Findlay City, Ohio. The 1905
Kansas State census indicates that Florence (F. A. Mansberger) had moved with her
parents and siblings to Baxter Springs, Kansas. The 1910 Federal Census indicates a 17year old Florence Mansberger as a "boarder" living in Caroline Geyer's house in Ward
12, Manhattan (New York City). Although not a common name, it is not clear whether
or not this is the same Florence Mansberger (my grandfather’s sister). Several other
boarders were listed within this house at that time. Florence was listed as a "milliner"
working at a "Milliner Store." The census indicates that she was born in Ohio—but of
parents born in Germany (father) and Indiana (mother). Clearly Florence's father,
although of German descent, had not been born in Germany. Unfortunately, the
birthplace of Florence's mother's (Anna) is not known. An undated family photograph of
a young Florence has hand written text on its backside that reads "Miss Flo Mansberger,
530 East Chester Street, Jackson, Tennessee."52 It would appear that this photograph was
probably taken sometime between 1910 and 1915. It is unclear as to the occasion of this
photograph. A couple of additional photographs of the three Mansberger sisters,
presumably visiting in Baxter Springs sometime circa 1915 have also survived in the
family possessions (see photographs).
Florence Mansberger married Henry William Gegg on August 3rd, 1915. The ceremony
occurred at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Lancaster, Pennsylvania (Original Wedding
Announcement; see photograph). Henry was born on August 3rd, 1892 in New York
City.53 He lived with his family in Manhattan through circa 1910. 54 In 1911, Henry was
living in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and working as an apprentice electrician. It is assumed
that Florence probably met Henry while she was living in New York City in circa 1910.
The 1920 Federal Census indicates a Florence C. Gregg (and family) living on Crystal

The outcome of this published request to locate Ethel is unknown. It is unclear who M. B. Burch was and his
relationship to Ethel.
51

Florence’s middle name is unknown, and appears to have been recorded as “A.”, “D.” and “C.” in various public
records. It is unclear whether she was born in Pleasantville, Ohio (as with her older brother, Chauncey in 1891), or
in Findlay City, Ohio (as with her younger sister, Olive in 1899.)
52

Jackson is located in western Tennessee, midway between Memphis and Nashville (Madison County).

53

World War I draft registration states he was born in 1893, and was working as an iron worker at that time.
Throughout the majority of his life, he worked as an electrician.
54

I have not been able to find him in the 1910 Federal Census. The 1900 Federal Census indicates that Henry’s
father was a saloon keeper. The 1905 New York City census simply states “liquor” as his occupation. Henry’s
father apparently died young, and his mother later married a man named “Burns” (by 1915).
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Street in Lancaster City, Pennsylvania. This census indicates that Henry was an
electrician working at the “electric company.” Both his mother (Anna Burns) and his
mother-in-law (Anna Mansberger) were living with the family at this time. Florence’s
father (Charles) had died only a couple of years earlier (in 1918). Both the 1930 and
1940 Federal censuses indicate Florence living on Ruby Street in Lancaster City,
Pennsylvania. The 1930 census indicates that her husband was a 36-year old electrician.
The 1940 census indicates that Henry had died by this date, and the 44-year old Florence
was listed as a widow and head of household.55 The 1940 census indicates that Florence
had completed one year of high school, and that she was working as a cook at a restaurant
(annual income of $780). Florence owned her house, which was valued at $5,500. An
elderly couple (surname Kirchner) was living within her house as boarders in 1940.
Sometime after 1940, Florence apparently moved to San Antonio, Texas. A 1948 San
Antonio city directory lists her as a widow residing at 1721 W. Mistletoe Drive.56 As this
is the same address as her sister (Olive) and her husband (Jack), it would seem that
Florence was living with the Jacobson family in San Antonio. A photograph from this
period may represent Olive and Florence in San Antonio. It would appear that Florence
remained in San Antonio through the early 1960s.
Florence died in San Antonio on July 27, 1961 at the age of 68 residing at 1713 W.
Mistletoe Drive—potentially having purchased a home in close proximity to Jack and
Olive’s house located at 1721 W. Mistletoe Drive. The death certificate, which was
signed by her brother-in-law Jack Jacobson, indicates that her occupation was “retired;
practical nurse.” The cause of death was indicated as Cardio-Vascular accident
(generalized arterio sclerosis). Florence was buried in the Mission Burial Park in San
Antonio, Texas (Texas Death Certificates). Florence and Henry Gegg had no children.
9.

OLIVE F. MANSBERGER, the youngest of Charles and Anna’s children, was born in
Findlay City, Ohio on June 11, 1899. Being the youngest sibling, Olive remained
relatively close to my grandparents through the years—unlike several of the other
siblings. In the 1900 Federal census, Olive was enumerated as an eleven-month old
infant living within the Charles Mansberger household in Findlay City, Ohio. Except for
Peral and Murray, all the Mansberger children were still living at home with their parents.
The 1905 Kansas State census documents the 5-year old Olive living with the family in
Baxter Springs, Kansas. It is this document that notes Olive’s middle initial was “F.” At
that time, Ray apparently had moved out, and the 20-year old Virge was the oldest
apparently still living at home. The 1910 Federal census notes Olive (then 10 years old)
living with her parents in Baxter Springs. At that time, both Ray (27 years old) and Virge
(25 years old) are back living in the house—at least temporarily. The 1915 Kansas State
census indicates the 15-year old Olive living with her parents in Baxter Springs. At that
time, both Ray and Virge were no longer present. Instead, Olive’s older sister Chlora (28
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Henry Gegg died on January 13, 1939 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, of heart disease. His death certificate notes that
his father was Nicholas Gegg, from Germany. He was buried at St. Anthony Cemetery, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
56
This is located in the northwest section of town, near Woodlawn Park and Woodlawn Elementary School.
GoogleMaps suggest that this is a residential neighborhood with working-class housing.
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years old and now married, with the last name Mackey) was indicated as being present in
the house. Charles was 62 years old at the time.57
The Baxter Springs News carried a couple of short news briefs relating to Olive
Mansberger during these years. One news brief, from November 15, 1917, states that “a
large number of the members of the Moose Lodge, No. 1173, of this city, were present at
the dedication exercises of the new Moose home in Pittsburg, which took place recently.
Among the members and friends of the organization who were present were: Miss Olive
Mansinberger [sic], W. H. Abbott…” Similarly, the June 21st , 1918 issue has a short note
stating that “Miss Olive Mansberger was visiting Mrs. Logan Adams in Joplin Saturday.”
As of June 1918, it would appear that Olive was still a single woman.
Life was soon to change for the Mansberger family, as the patriarch—Charles—died
unexpectedly in late August 1918. At the time of his death, Olive was indicated in
Charles obituary as “Mrs. Will Abbott, of Baxter Springs.” Apparently, in June of that
same year, Olive and Will H. Abbott had traveled together with a larger entourage to the
Pittsburgh Moose Lodge dedication. By 1920, Charles’ widow had relocated to
Lancaster, Pennsylvania where she was enumerated in the 1920 Federal census as living
with her daughter, Florence Gegg. Olive Abbott—listed as a single woman (suggesting
that she may have been divorced by that time)—was living with her sister in New York
City and working as a manicurist. The status of the family home in Baxter Springs after
this period is unknown. Presumably, the house was sold.
The assumption is that Olive, who had just come of age at the time of her father’s death
in August 1918, had only recently been married to a local Baxter Springs man (Will H.
Abbott), and that she may have moved to Lancaster with her mother for a short time, but
soon had relocated to New York City (joining her older sister Chlora who had relocated
to New York City prior to 1918). By the time she had relocated in New York City, Olive
apparently had divorced her husband, Will Abbott.
Sometime after 1920, while in New York City, Olive met her future husband--Jacob
“Jack” Jacobson. The 1920 Federal census indicates that Jack was from the City and was
working in a New York shipyard that year. The 1930 Federal census documents the 30year old Olive Jacobson and her 30-year old husband Jacob as living in Brooklyn City,
Kings County, New York. The census indicates their address as “Bay 26th Street.” 58 The
census suggests that the young couple had been married in circa 1927. It also indicates
that they rented a house (?) for $52/month [year?] and that they owned a radio. The
census indicates that Jack was born in Russia, of Russian parents, and was of Jewish
descent.59 Jack had immigrated to the United States, with his family, in 1902. In 1930,
57

Several pictures of the three Mansberger sisters, and their elderly parents, date from this circa 1915-18 period and
apparently were taken in Baxter Springs (see photographs).
58

This address places the family in south Brooklyn, in an area known as Bath Beach. Large, single family houses
from the early years of the twentieth century predominate in this area.
59

The census actually lists Jack’s “language” as Jewish. The 1910 Federal census suggests that Jack’s father was
Max Jacobson. Max apparently was a tailor with his “own shop” who lived with his family on West 146th Street,
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the census indicates that his occupation was that of “foreman” at a “factory” with Olive
listed simply as “housewife.” The 1940 Federal census suggests that the young couple
were still living in New York City in 1935.
The 1940 Federal census indicates that Jack and Olive had moved to San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas by that year, and were living at 1721 West Mistletoe Street.60 It is
interesting to note that the census indicates that Olive had not attended high school,
having only finished the 8th grade. In contrast, Jack had finished four years of high
school. The 1940 census conflicts with the earlier census, and suggests that Jack was
born in New York City, not Russia. Jack’s occupation was listed as “manager” at the
“Albert Hat Company” with an annual income of $2,060—which is one of the highest
recorded incomes among his neighbors. Olive had no occupation listed. City directories
for 1948 and 1959 both indicate the family living in San Antonio, Texas. The 1948
directory indicates the same address as in 1940, whereas the 1959 directory indicates
them living at 203 Sunshine Drive East. Both directories indicate Jack working for the
“B-J Hat Company.” Several pictures document the family during the later 1930s
through early 1950s.
At some point prior to 1975, Jack and Olive moved to southern Florida (presumably
Hollandale Beach, located in Broward County, just north of Miami).61 Jack died on July
5th , 1981 in Dade County, Florida (Florida Death Records Index). Olive died on October
6, 1992, also in Dade County. The last address recorded for both Olive and Jack was
33009 Hallandale, Broward County, Florida (Social Security Death Index). It is unclear
as to where the couple are buried—presumably within the Miami region. They had no
children.

New York City (an Upper Manhattan location close to present-day Jackie Robinson Park). The census taker
indicated that Max’s parents were both of “Russ-Yiddish” heritage.
60

Several family photographs of Jack and Olive appear to depict the family at their San Antonio house during the
1940s (see photographs).
61

It was in that year (1975), that my parents—Howard and Shirley Mansberger—visited Olive and Jack at their
Florida condominium (see photographs).
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Figure 1. Details of Charles and Anna’s marriage certificate. The small photograph was
pasted onto the original document at a later date. Note the different method of writing the
name “Forman”—with the upper example suggesting the presence of an “e” in the name,
unlike the lower example. This method of cursive writing may have led to the confusion
between “Forman” and “Foreman” being Anna’s last name.
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Figure 2. Location of Charles Mansberger’s landholdings in Baxter Springs, Kansas, as
depicted on an 1887 city plat (Everts and Company 1887). Charles moved to Baxter
Springs sometime between 1900 and 1905 (and presumably closer to 1900 than 1905). In
1910, he was documented as living on Neosho Street, but by 1915 he may have been living
on Lots 6-8, Block 4, Van Epp’s Addition, Baxter Springs (which is located at the southeast
corner of Murray and East Streets) (circled in red).
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Figure 3. Birds Eye View of the City of Baxter Springs, Kansas, 1871 (Union Lithography Company, Chicago).
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Figure 4. Location of Charles Mansberger’s landholdings, as depicted on the 1871 Birds Eye View of the City of Baxter
Springs, Kansas. At this time, a relatively large house was located on the lands later to be purchased by Charles (circled in
red; see picture of Olive, which may show corner of this house).
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Figure 5. Left: Photograph of Charles Mansberger and crew constructing an updraft kiln Note the large brick chimney in
background). Note that Charles, who is relatively late in years, is wearing a hat (a cavalry hat?) identical to those in the
following pictures. Although initially believed to represent a construction project somewhere in Ohio prior to his move to
Kansas in circa 1900-05, the presence of the cavalry-style hat may suggest that this structure was constructed in Kansas
sometime circa 1900-1910. Right: Enlarged view of Charles (on left) and unidentified laborer on right. The similarity of this
second man to that illustrated in Figure 11 below is remarkably close—and raises some questions as to the identity of these
men. Could this younger man be Murray? Charles appears to be the only man holding a trowel.
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Figure 6. Charles fooling around with two of his daughters (Chlora, left and Olive, right)
during the early years of the twentieth century (circa 1915-1918; sitting on running board
of a Model-T Ford?), probably in Baxter Springs, Kansas.

Figure 7. View of the elder Charles and Anna Mansberger at their Baxter Springs, Kansas
home. This view was probably taken in Van Epp’s Addition, Baxter Springs, Kansas, circa
1915-1918 (just prior to Charles’ death). It was a small cropped version of this picture
which was pasted onto the couple’s marriage certificate (a copy of which is at left).
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Figure 8. Two views of Charles and his wife Anna at their Baxter Springs house, circa 1915-1918. The family apparently was
living on Block 4, Van Epp’s Addition, Baxter Springs, Kansas. The house in the background is believed to be the Harvey
House, which was not the Mansberger residence, but the neighbor’s house (?).
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Figure 9. News article from August 30th, 1918 issue of the Baxter Springs News announcing
the death of Charles Mansberger, a pioneer citizen of Baxter Springs.
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Figure 10. Two views of Anna Mansberger late in life, presumably after the death of Charles in 1918. Anna died in 1928 at
the home of her daughter (Florence Mansberger Gegg) in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The similarity in dress (including hat and
purse) suggest that these two photographs were taken the same day.
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Figure 11. Photograph of an unidentified man. Although initially believed to be a young
Charles Mansberger (circa 1880), it would appear that this man may be the same
individual standing with Charles in Figure 5. Perhaps this is Murray Mansberger (second
son), or even Chauncey?
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Figure 12. Detail of a small tintype photograph of an unidentified man believed to be
Charles Mansberger. This attribution is tentative, at best.
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Figure 13. The third son of Charles and Anna Mansberger—Arthur Ray Mansberger,
born in November 1881. Ray appears to be about 30-years of age in this photograph—the
point in time at which he was in Momence and met his future wife, Cora.
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Figure 14. Top: View of itinerate construction crew (with large steam-powered excavator)
from Evansville, Indiana who came to Momence in 1911 to construct a new sewer system.
This view is at Second and Locust Streets, Momence, Illinois. Bottom: Close-up of Ray
(right) and Virge (left) Mansberger. Ray was the company foreman, whereas Virge was
the company’s cement mason (see accompanying text footnote for identification of other
individuals).
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Figure 15. Two views of Ray Mansberger, his wife (Cora Estella Gibbins Baker), and her daughter Bernice Baker. The
photograph matting is embossed “Lane / Momence” suggesting that it was taken in Momence, probably circa 1911—and may
represent a wedding photograph. The couple was married on October 16, 1911.
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Figure 16. One of the earlier photographs of my grandfather, Virge Leslie Mansberger—
probably taken sometime circa 1910-12. Unfortunately, the photograph is not labeled, nor
is the matting impressed with a photographer’s name or location.
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Figure 17. Virge came to Momence with his older brother Ray to work on the installation
of the City’s new sewer system (see earlier photographs with Ray). This post card was sent
in August [?] 1911 to Virge (in Momence) from a friend and co-worker named Mike. The
image is of the “big cut” (where the machine had left off “on account of the cave in”) at an
unknown location in Iowa (potentially Mt. Vernon, Iowa). Perhaps Virge had decided to
give up the itinerant lifestyle and remain in Momence, the hometown of his fiancé—
especially considering the potential financial health of the firm (Hennigan and Vineyard
Company)?
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Figure 18. Two circa 1911 postcards of Virge Mansberger (and an unidentified friend)
(top) and a young Nellie Hahn (16 years, 5 months of age—which would place the photo
having been taken circa December 1911—probably about the time she met her future
husband Virge) (bottom). Although the man with Virge is unidentified, one might question
if he was the “Mike” who had sent the previous postcard from Iowa. The two postcards
have different backsides—suggesting that they were not taken at the same time (and/or by
different photographers).
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Figure 19. Early 1910s (circa 1911) postcard image of Nellie (left) and Jesse (right) Hahn.
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t
Figure 20. Photograph of Virge and Nellie Mansberger, who were married on December
18, 1912. The back of the photograph is labeled "Taken Sept. 4, 1912 Kankakee, Ill."

43

Figure 21. Marriage announcement for Virge and Nellie Mansberger, published in an
unknown newspaper in December 1912. The marriage date was incorrectly reported as
December 12th, and Nellie wrote the correct date in pencil. It is interesting to note that the
newspaper noted that “the happy young couple have gone to Kansas to make their home,
where they expect to build a new home this winter.”
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Figure 22. For their honeymoon, Virge and Nellie went to visit his parents in Baxter Springs, Kansas. At the time, they may
have visited a local landmark, the Devil’s Promenade. The back of the postcard notes. “saw on are [sic] honeymo[on].” The
Devils Promenade is located along the Spring River, east of Miami, Oklahoma near the Route 10 bridge crossing.
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Figure 23. Picture taken of Virge and Nellie Mansberger. The matting on this photograph
is embossed “Cornish Photographers, Joplin, Missouri.” This photograph was probably
taken during their honeymoon trip to Baxter Springs [and Joplin, Missouri]. Although
striking a very formal pose for the photographer, Nellie’s humor is evident in her wearing
of Virge’s hat.
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Figure 24. Two views of the young Nellie Mansberger with her first-born child—Leota
Mae. The top photograph is in circa 1913. The bottom photograph illustrates Nellie with
her family (the Hahn family) and is labeled on its backside "Jessie, Glyde, Mother, Homer,
Leota, Nellie." Leota is the young child sitting on the bicycle seat. The two probable
locations for these photographs are 1) the couple’s first apartment located in a large house
in the 100 block of South Walnut Street (top) (112 S. Walnut St.?), and/or 2) Nellie’s
parents’ home which was also located on 200 block of South Walnut Street (208 South
Walnut St. ?).
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Figure 25. Stone house located at 112[?] South Walnut Street in which the young
Mansberger couple rented an apartment shortly after being married, and lived in circa
1912-15, prior to their purchase of the family home on the south end of South Hardin
Street, Momence, Illinois.
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Figure 26, Historic postcard view (top) and contemporary view (bottom) of the Hahn
family residence at 208[?] South Walnut Street, Momence, Illinois. The Hahn family had
moved into this house in circa 1902.
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Figure 27. Virge and Nellie’s first two children, Leota May (left) and Floyd Virge (right),
circa 1916. The photograph matting is embossed “Lane Photography, Momence, Ill.”
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Figure 28. Picture of the young Virge and Nellie Mansberger family, circa 1918 with Leota
(standing in rear, born in 1913), Floyd (standing in front, born in 1915), and Wilbur
(sitting on Nellie’s lap, born in 1917). The picture matte is impressed “Adkins / Momence,
Ill.”
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Figure 29. Two pictures of Virge and Nellie Mansberger with three of their children—presumably Leota, Floyd and a young
Wilbur [?] taken along the banks of the Kankakee River sometime during the very late 1910s [Wilbur was born in 1917]. At
this time, the family may have lived in a small house located on Momence Island.
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Figure 30, Circa summer 1930 photograph of the Mansberger siblings. The back of the
photograph was simply labeled "V. L. Mansbergers," Back row: Wilbur, Leota, Howard
(in Leota’s arms), Floyd. Front Row: Glen, Clyde, and Chlora.
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Figure 31. Photograph of Virge and Nellie Mansberger in 1945. They are sitting on the
rock garden that Virge constructed for Nellie, which was located in their back yard on
South Hardin Street, Momence, Illinois.
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Figure 32. Four views from December 1947 celebrating the 35th wedding anniversary of Virge and Nellie Mansberger. The
photographs were taken in the front yard of the Mansberger residence located at the end of South Hardin Street, Momence,
Illinois.
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Figure 33. Nellie and Virge Mansberger, in their family home.
What anniversary celebration is this? Potentially their 40th, in 1952? [Note the lack of
plates on the walls, which are sponge decorated. And the picture—a Philippines scene
from Clyde or Wilbur during World War II?]
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Figure 34. Two photographs of the Mansberger family from 1951. Top: July 1951 on te
ocassion of Olive and Jack Jacobson visiting family in Momence. Olive apparently took the
photograph. Bottom: Family, less Wilbur, during send-off party for Howard who was
heading overseas with the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict.
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Figure 35. One of my personal favorites of the Mansberger family—a thanksgiving dinner
with the extended table setting, circa early 1950s. Nellie is in the kitchen getting food
together, with John Gallahue. Left side of table: Shirley (my mother), unidentified boy,
Virge, Glen, unidentified girl. Right side of table: Eunice, unidentified kids.
I need HELP with identifications.
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Figure 36. The Virge Mansberger family in November 1955. Standing Back Row (Left to Right): Clyde, Nellie, Virge, Glen.
Seated Front Row (Left to Right): Howard, Chlora, Leota. Missing was Wilbur, who lived out-of-state (in Oklahoma).
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Figure 37. The Virge Mansberger family in January 1960, celebrating Virge’s 75th
birthday at Howard’s recently finished house on Vermont Street (Momence). Note braided
oval rug on floor—a present from Nellie made by her for the family.
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Figure 38. Two views of the Mansberger family celebrating Virge and Nellie’s 50th
wedding anniversary in December 1962—at Virge and Nellie’s house on South Hardin
Street. The bottom photograph is one of my favorite pictures of the Mansberger brothers
with their father.
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Figure 39. The Virge Mansberger family in 1984 [or 1985], celebrating Nellie’s birthday. Back Row Standing (Left to Right):
Howard, Wilbur, Eunice, Clyde, Shirley, Glen. Front Row Seated (Left to Right): Chlora, Bea, Nellie, Leota.
NEED HELP WITH DATE
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Figure 40. Three views of Nellie Mansberger with Clyde, Howard, Chlora, and Glen, circa
1993—Nellie’s 99 th birthday celebration.
NEED HELP WITH DATE. ARE ALL THREE PHOTOS FROM 1993?
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Figure 41. Mansberger family reunion, July 2010 at the Mansberger family homestead (505 S. Hardin Street, Momence).
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Figure 42. The two surviving Mansberger siblings at the 2010 family reunion—Chlora and
Howard. Howard—my father--passed away in April 2013.
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Figure 43. Two views of Chlora Mansberger. Left: Postcard from 1910s written on back, "This is a Toy French Bull dog and
it is a very fine dog. 'Buz' got it in Boston, Mass. for me. Chlora." Stamped "Wm. H. Saul / 2034 3rd Ave., N.Y." Buz
probably refers to Frank Biz Mackey, her husband. This same dog seems to appear in several of the Baxter Springs
photographs, including those of Charles and Anna. Right: Labeled “Chlora Mansberger Mackey” and probably dating from
the early to middle 1920s.
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Figure 44. Chlora’s U.S. passport, dated January 29 th, 1925. Chlora was described as 5’3”
tall, with brown eyes, and her place of birth being Pleasantville, Ohio. What is unusual
about this document is that it states that her date of birth was June 2, 1894—not June 2,
1886. Perhaps Chlora was attempting to pass herself off as slightly younger than she
actually was? Additionally, the document notes that Chlora spells her name with a “p”
and not a “b” as the other members of her family.
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Figure 45. Left: Enlarged passport picture for Chlora Mansperger, 1925. Right: Picture of Frank Biz Mackey (Chlora’s
husband) in World War I military uniform, taken from his passport application (June 1918). By this date, the couple had
divorced.
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Figure 46. Newspaper announcement of the Frank Biz Mackey and Chlora Mansperger
wedding (left; Cleveland Plain Dealer, January 7, 1908) and filing of their divorce petition
(right; Baxter Springs News, April 8, 1915).

Figure 47. Chlora sailed on the S.S. Levianthan in early 1925 for Europe. This ship was
one of the more luxurious ocean liners of the time period.
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Figure 48. Three views of the Mansberger sisters presumably taken in a boat on Spring River in the Baxter Springs vicinity in
circa 1915-1918. In all three pictures, Florence is on the left holding Chlora’s French bull dog, with Chlora in the back and/or
middle, and Olive in the front and/or right. Left picture noted on back “Flo with dog. I in middle. Olive to right. Taken about
8 years ago." Middle picture is noted on back “Flo with dog on her lap. I am in the back. Olive is in front of me."

70

Figure 49. Two views of an unidentified woman at the beach believed to be Chlora Mansberger. These views were probably
taken along the Long Island, or potentially New Jersey shore during the late 1910s or early 1920s.
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Figure 50. Two unidentified women, potentially Chlora Mansberger Mackey or Olive Mansberger during the later 1910s. I
have a hard time distinguishing between Chlora and Olive in these photographs. Left: On back of picture written "Am
sending you more of Olive's pictures." This appears to be Chlora (compare with Chlora's passport picture). Were these from
this series sent from Boston envelope dated 1926?
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Figure 51. Two views of a young Forest Mansberger. Bottom image is with his wife,
variously referred to as “Ira” and “Ivy.” Bottom photograph is from a 1910s postcard
which was labeled "Forest, brother of Virge."
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Figure 52. Left: Silence-Mansberger wedding announcement (Baxter Springs News, May 7, 1908). Right: Forest and Ivy
Mansberger shortly after their marriage. Labeled on back: "Mr. & Mrs. Virge Mansberger / Baxter Springs, Kans. / From
Forest & Ira Mansberger / Pueblo, Colo. Feb 7, 1913." Picture matting is labeled “Howard Studio, Pueblo, Colorado.”
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Figure 53. Postcard image of a young Forest and Ira Mansberger. The reverse of this 1910s postcard is labeled "Forest & Ira
Mansperger / To /Virge & Nellie Mansperger." The location of this house is unknown—but may be in Strike Ax (Oklahoma),
Pueblo (Colorado). It is interesting to note that the names were spelled with a "p” (and not “b”). Note the young female child
in the background.
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Figure 54. Photograph of a young Chauncey and Ethel Mansberger. The matting on the
photograph is embossed "Maheny / Dallas, Texas” and probably dates to circa 1916-1919.
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Figure 55. Three views of Chauncey and Ethel Mansberger, circa 1920s, probably in Kansas City, Kansas. In 1920, Chauncey
and his family was boarding in a house on Minnesota Avenue. Not sure if this is where he was boarding, or not. Written on
left image, in reference to the ink smear on the photograph is “I am growing a large mustache." Written on the middle image
is “Just thinking things over.” And written on the right image is “In the garden.” Chauncey is a well-dressed man indicative
of his profession as a tailor.
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Figure 56. Two more views of Chauncey and Ethel, presumably in Kansas City. Written
on the bottom photograph is "I am reading to my old Lady." Note the large garden that
the two are standing in.
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Figure 57. Photograph illustrating a partially constructed house with two girls, one indicated as Helen—Chauncey and
Ethel’s daughter. Written on the back of the photograph: "This is a little four room house I built in K.C. for a home but I sold
it before I left. Helen & her play mate is standing on the front porch." Not sure what Chauncey is referring to when he said
“before I left.”
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Figure 58. Photograph of a young Florence “Flo” Mansberger sometime during the early
1910s. The photogrpah is labeled on its reverse “Miss Flo Mansberger / 530 East Chester
Street / Jackson, Tennessee.”
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Figure 59. Wedding announcement for Florence Mansberger, August 3rd, 1915, St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

81

Figure 60. A young Olive Mansberger with the family’s French bull dog at their Baxter Springs residence (at right), probably
taken during the middle to late 1910s (1915-1918). The back of the picture is labeled "Olive." The Harvey house is in the
background.
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Figure 61. Three pictures of unidentified Mansberger sisters , believed to be Olive (or potentially Chlora). Left: Presumably
taken in middle 1910s in Baxter Springs. Middle: Olive in late 1910s, with Hudson River ferry boat in the background (very
similar to the 1905 Niagara). Right: Olive in 1920s or 1930s? Distinctive building in background is unidentified.

HELP: I’m having a difficult time distinguishing between Olive and Chlora in these pictures.
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Figure 62. Three views of the family’s dog—with either Olive or Chlora. Written on back of picture on far right: "He likes to
ride on this." Location of photographs is unknown.
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Figure 63. Two views of Olive Mansberger Jacobson, circa late 1930s or early 1940s—presumably in San Antonio, Texas.
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Figure 64. Two views of Jacob “Jack” Jacobson circa late 1930s or early 1940s—presumably in San Antonio, Texas.
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Figure 65. Two unidentified women, circa late 1930s or early 1940s—maybe Olive and
Florence Mansberger in San Antonio, Texas? Florence’s husband died in 1939, and she
moved to San Antonio sometime during the early to middle 1940s.
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Figure 66. Olive Mansberger Jacobson (bottom) and her husband, Jacob “Jack” Jacobson
(top) in Texas in 1949. The car has 1949 Texas license plates with an “Alamo Motor Club”
license plate bracket—suggesting a San Antonio location.
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Figure 67. Olive and Jack Jacobson, circa 1950s—playing with hats.
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Figure 68. Olive and Jack Jacobson in 1975, at their Miami (Florida) condominium [with
my parents, Howard and Shirley Mansberger.]
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Federal Census Returns for Virge Mansberger and Family
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1900 Federal Census [Virge living with parents in Findlay, Hancock County, Ohio.]
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1910 Federal Census [Virge with parents in Baxter Springs, Kansas.]
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1920 Federal Census [Virge with Nellie, Leota, Floyd, and Wilbur in Momence.]
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1930 Federal Census
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1940 Federal Census
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Through The Years
Poem by Leota Mansberger Gallahue (1938)
1912

Wedding bells so clearly rang
Even the doves in Chicago sang.

1913

The following December—a year away,
Came Leota Mae, with them to stay.

1915

A father’s namesake was born
But tragedy came to take him Home.

1917

A little fellow, but now so strong,
Shan’t be with his folks for long—
They have raised a splendid son,
A home for his wife he now has begun

1922

Named for her aunt—a little black haired girl,
Grown so pretty all in a whirl.
In 1911 there was another
For she’s a perfect picture of her mother.

1925

Clyde, to St. Anne did go for cure,
The cure his folks gave
Did the trick for sure.

1927

Myocarditis had taken a favorite aunt,
to New York City our daddy went.

1928

Glen, a sweet little blue eyed boy,
Already brought ten years of joy.

1930

For two years now Howard has been in school,
A fine little chap—mother spare no rule.

1931

The oldest daughter hated to leave home
But she must by teaching be on her own.

1935

Brother and sister finished their formal education,
Now to give dad’s pocketbook a little vacation.

1936

One so loved was snatched away in July,
Our aim is to live to meet in the sky.

1937

Twenty five years of sad and pleasant memories,
A relative dinner, with no ceremonies.

1938

May the coming years
Hold health and cheer.
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Figure 69. Cover of booklet containing poem Through the Years, prepared by Leota Mansberger Gallahue for Virge and
Nellie’s 25th wedding anniversary in 1938. The drawing depicts the front of Virge and Nellie’s house.

98

