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Locational Information and Survey Conditions
County: Tazewell

Quadrangle: Peoria East (1996), Marquette Heights (1996)

Project Type/Title: Phase II National Register evaluation of the Crescent (Groveland) Coal
Company Mine No. 2.
Responsible Federal/State Agencies: IDNR (Abandoned Mined Lands Reclamation Division)
Legal Location:
SE1/4, NE1/4, SW1/4 Section 7; NE1/4, NE1.4, NE14 Section 18; NW1/4,
NW1/4, NW1/4 Section 17
Township 25 North, Range 4 West of 3rd P.M.
Peoria County
Illinois
UTM:

4,501,052 North
280,226 East

4,500,408 North
280,935 East

Project Description: The project consisted of a Phase II National Register evaluation of
Crescent Coal Company Mine No. 2, an abandoned coal mining property that was in
operation between 1918 and 1931 and was one of the largest mines in Tazewell County.
The project area is divided into two sectors separated by more than a half-mile: one being
a small area surrounding an extant fan engine house and associated air shaft; and the
other a larger area centered on the main surface complex of the mine. The purpose of the
project was to evaluate the standing structures and above-grade foundation remains
associated with the mine prior to the commencement of reclamation work on the
property. The proposed reclamation will involve the exploration and backfilling of the
air shaft and one other shaft, and the demolition of a deteriorated concrete culvert.
Topography: The mine site is located in the heavily dissected uplands bordering the eastern
side of the Illinois River Valley. The air shaft and associated fan house are located in a
timbered area on the upper slope of a ridge, a short distance north of Interstate 474. An
intermittent stream is located immediately below (and west) of the shaft and fan house,
while a cleared, grass-covered ridge crest lies to the east. The other project area is
located roughly one-half mile southeast of the air shaft, on the opposite side of Interstate
474. This area also is heavily timbered and brush covered. The mine site here extends
across a man-made terrace bordering an unnamed stream and on up the lower slopes of
two adjacent ridge spurs.
Soils: Clary—Clinton—Keomah
Drainage: Cahokia Creek, Mississippi River
Land Use/Ground Cover: Forest, brush

Survey Limitations: Aside from the fan engine house, the buildings and structures at the site
were demolished long ago. In the seven decades since the mine’s abandonment, some
foundation remains have become obscured by detritus and other debris, making it
difficult to see their full extent, if at all. The heavy foliage also restricted ground surface
visibility to some extent.
Archaeological and Historical Information
Historical Plats/Atlases/Source:
Crescent Coal Mine No. 2 is located between the towns of Creve Coeur and Marquette
Heights in western Groveland Township, Tazewell County, Illinois. Compared to other
areas of the state, the coal industry in Tazewell County was relatively modest during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. For the period 1882-1892, Tazewell was ranked
thirtieth among coal producing counties in Illinois. Between 1893 and 1912, the county
was ranked twenty-eighth. By 1913-1922, it had risen to twenty-second, eventually
reaching seventeenth, before dropping down to twenty-second once again by 1923-1930.
During its peak decade of production—1913-1923—slightly over 5 million tons of coal
were mined in the county (Millhouse [1931]:16-17). The mines exploited the Springfield
(or No. 5) coal seam, which generally ranged between 4 and 5 feet in thickness. Coal
mining in the county primarily was concentrated along the dissected uplands bordering
the Illinois River Valley (Illinois State Geological Survey [ISGS] 2000). The coal in this
area was relatively shallow and often could be accessed by means of slope and drift
mines, without the need for a shaft. There also was a ready market for the fuel in the
nearby industrial centers of Pekin and Peoria. The industries in these towns consumed an
enormous amount of coal, as did the numerous railroads passing though them. Peoria
County’s coal industry developed at an earlier date than Tazewell’s, and some of these
mines initially serviced the latter county’s needs. Orchard Mines, located in Hollis
Township in southern Peoria County, was connected to Pekin by means of a two-milelong, horse-drawn railroad during the 1870s. Coal from the mines was loaded onto the
rail cars, hauled across the floodplain, and then ferried across the Illinois River (Andreas
1873:39) (see Figure 2).
The first serious efforts at coal mining in Tazewell County appear to have taken place
during the 1870s. Chapman (1879:269) observed that: “along the Illinois river bluffs,
between Fond du Lac and Wesley City, there are several points where coal is now or has
been worked. In the vicinity of Pekin there are but few natural exposures of the
underlying rocks, but the lower coal is mined at several points in the neighborhood of the
city. At Mr. Hawley’s place, about 5 miles southeast of Pekin, a shaft was sunk which
passed through both the upper and lower coals.” The last mine Chapman refers to was
owned by Norman Hawley and was located in Section 28 of Cincinnati Township. Coal
from this mine was hauled in horse-drawn ore carts over a rail spur to the Decatur Branch
of the Toledo, Wabash and Western Railroad line (Andreas, Lyter and Company
1873:116) (see Figures 3 and 4). Chapman also refers to coal mining having taken place
at Wesley City. This community was established in 1836, at a point along the Illinois
River, midway between Peoria and Pekin. It remained a small town for most of its
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history and would be encompassed within the newly incorporated town of Creve Coeur in
1921 (Higdon 1998:21, 70).
In 1887, there were ten mines operating in Tazewell County, which had a combined
production of 51,847 tons of coal. These mines employed an average of 87 miners
during the summer and 132 men during the peak winter season. Five of these mines
listed their post office as Pekin, four in Hilton (East Peoria), and one in Wesley City. The
latter mine was operated by the Wesley City Cooperative Coal Company, was steampowered, and had a shaft 115’ deep. It mined a 4’2” thick coal seam and employed forty
miners year round. It also was the largest mine in the county in 1887, with a production
of 16,017 tons of coal (State Bureau of Labor Statistics 1887:87).
An 1891 county atlas illustrates two mines on Section 7 of Groveland Township, one
mile south of Wesley. Both mines were located on land owned by C. J. Off and were
connected to the main line of the Peoria and Pekin Union Railroad by means of a spur rail
line. The fact that the atlas labels these two mines differently—one as “mine” and other
as “coal shaft”—suggests that the publication was trying to distinguish between shaft and
slope (or drift) mines (Ogle 1891:31, 33) (see Figure 5).
By 1897, there were twelve mines operating in the county, nine of which had shafts, two
of which were slope, and one of which was a drift mine. These mines had a total output
of 86,669 tons and reportedly employed 199 individuals on average. The mines were
relatively small, with the largest—the East Peoria Coal Company—employing an average
of thirty men. The smallest mine employed only three men. The Rushe Brothers’ mine,
located on the north end of present-day Creve Coeur was a drift mine with a work force
of sixteen (State Bureau of Labor Statistics 1897:88-89).
In 1898, the Groveland Coal Company sunk a shaft on Section 7 of Groveland Township,
in the same hollow where the two mines illustrated by the 1891 atlas were located. This
mine had a 50’ shaft and exploited a 4’-thick coal seam. It was one of four mines in the
county that used a horse-powered gin hoist.1 Ten men were employed at the mine (State
Bureau of Labor Statistics 1898:168-169). The Groveland Coal Company lasted only
two years (1898-1899) (ISGS 2000:2), but its name persisted and would later be adopted
by the firm that developed Crescent (Groveland) Mine No. 2.
In 1901, the Phoenix Coal Company developed a new shaft mine near one recently
abandoned by the first Groveland Coal Company. This mine went through frequent
changes in ownership/operators, being managed during its two-decade-long history by
the Phoenix Coal Company (1901-1903, 1904-1912), Edward Little (1903-1904), C. J.
Off (1912-1913), and finally by the second Groveland Coal Company (1913-1922).
During this same period, the mine was known variously as Hillard No. 1 (1901-1903),
Little No. 1 (1903-1904), the Phoenix (1904-1913), and Groveland No. 1 (1913-1922)
(ISGS 2000:1).
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The remaining eight mines were steam powered.
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A 1905 United States Geological Survey topographic map partially illustrates the area in
which the Groveland Coal Company’s Mine No. 1 was located (see Figure 6). It shows a
private road leading down from the uplands into the hollow in which the coal mine was
located. Census records refer to this road as the “Groveland Coal Mine Road,” which
suggests that it may have been developed by the coal company. Nine buildings are
shown clustered around the road in the hollow. Although some of these no doubt
represent mine buildings, census records suggest the presence of workers’ housing at the
mine site (see discussion below). The topographic map also shows a spur line extending
off the Peoria and Pekin Union Railroad to the mouth of the hollow; however, the spur
does not extend all the way to the mine site (United States Geological Survey [USGS]
1905; United States Bureau of the Census [USBC] 1920:13A-14B).
By 1914, the Groveland Coal Company was one of the largest mines in the county. It
was one of five shipping mines reported in the county that year and had produced
118,168 tons of coal, placing in second place behind the Tazewell Coal Company.2
There also were three local mines operating in the county that year. The following year,
Groveland had become the county’s largest producer, with 130,105 tons of coal mined. It
employed an average number of sixty miners over the year. However, the Annual Coal
Report also lists 138 additional individuals under the heading “All other employed” for
the mine, which may be an indication of employee rolls during the peak winter season
(Illinois State Mining Board 1915:138-139). In 1917, Groveland Coal Company No. 1
produced 217,491 tons of coal and had 201 employees, which would have made it one of
the largest employers in the surrounding area (Illinois Department of Mines and Minerals
[IDMM] 1917:152-153). The coal extracted from the mine was shipped by rail on the
Peoria and Pekin Union Railroad, which ran along the eastern bank of the Illinois River
between Peoria and Pekin. Between 1902 and 1930, this railroad hauled 10,649,070 tons
of coal (or .68 percent of the total in the state) (Millhouse [1931]:27). Although small
compared to such lines as the Illinois Central and Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy, the
Peoria and Pekin was a vital transportation link in the expanding industrial corridor
around Peoria.
The increased demand for coal during the First World War encouraged many coal
companies to expand operations at their existing mines or open new ones. The
Groveland Coal Company was no exception. In 1918, the firm opened a new shaft
located three-quarters of a mile southeast of Mine No. 1. The 1918 Annual Coal Report
provides the following description of the new mine:
Groveland Coal Mining Co. has made many extensive improvements on
its large undeveloped tracts of coal land during the past year. The work of
the greatest importance is that connected with their new No. 2 mine, which
is now located about five miles southeast of Peoria and two miles east of
Hillards switch on the P & P Ry.
The shaft at the new mine which is 165’ deep has a finished inside
dimension of 10 by 17 feet. The top six feet has a solid concrete lining 2
2

This mine was located southeast of Pekin and also was known as the Ubben Coal Company (ISGS 2000:1).
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inches thick, the next 78 feet has a concrete lining 1 inch thick and the
remaining 81 feet is timbered with 4-inch by 10-inch yellow pine on the
sides and 6-inch by 10-inch yellow pine on the ends. The timber lining
will be fire proofed by covering with triangular wire mesh and this
covered with 1¼-inch of gunite. The temporary wood buttons which were
used in sinking have been replaced with steel I-beams throughout the
entire depth of the shaft.
The hoist shaft is of brick and steel construction and houses a most
modern Nordberg Electric hoist which is operated by a 200 horsepower
440-volt motor. The hoist is equipped with an automatic high speed and
overwing safety brake which is operated automatically by two electrically
controlled oil pumps either one of which will do the necessary work.
The wash house is of concrete block construction 30 by 60 feet. It is
heated by steam from an automatically regulated heater which also
furnishes water to the showers. The water pressure is obtained from a
concrete storage cistern located on a hill. An electric pump supplies water
to this cistern from a pond made by damming a nearby stream (IDMM
1918:126).
According to the 1918 Annual Coal Report, Groveland Coal Company Mine No. 2 had
produced 18,438 tons of coal during the reporting year, 7,215 tons of which had been
loaded on rail cars for shipment and 11,646 tons that had been sold directly to railroad
companies. The Peoria and Pekin Railway likely was the principal consumer. The mine
had just been opened, and this output represented only seventy-five days of production.
There were 120 employees at this time. As a comparison, Groveland Mine No. 1 had
produced 234,767 tons of coal over the previous year and had 295 employees. Mine No.
1 was still the largest producer in Tazewell County at this time (IDMM 1918:134-135).
Groveland No. 2 increased production significantly over the next couple of years, and
soon rivaled its older sister mine. In 1919, Mine No. 2 was the third largest producer in
the county, with an annual output of 120,421 tons, and by 1920, it had moved into second
place, with 188,705 tons. Groveland Mine No. 1 had produced 201,370 tons of coal for
the reporting year 1919-1920 (IDMM 1919:130-131, 1920:120-121). The underground
workings of the two mines eventually intersected, leading to the abandonment of Mine
No. 1 in 1922 (ISGS 2000:1; reference Figure 7).
Groveland Mines No. 1 and 2 both had workers’ housing located directly adjacent to
them. The 1920 census provides separate enumerations for both mines, and also lists a
considerable number of miners residing along the Groveland Coal Mine Road. Many of
these miners were immigrants. At Mine No. 1, for instance, the census lists six
residences, five of which had heads of family who were Italian and had immigrated to the
United States during the period 1911-1914. The head of household at the remaining
dwelling had been born in Illinois. The census reports twenty-eight residences at Mine
No. 2. Here, the heads of family included thirteen native-born Americans (mostly from
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Illinois, but also Iowa and Washington), eight Croatians, four English, one Lithuanian,
one Italian, and one from “Cretia”3 (USBC 1920:13A-17B).
In 1923, the Crescent Coal Company purchased the Groveland Coal Company’s mining
property in Tazewell County (ISGS 2000:1). Crescent operated a mine in Peoria County,
located along La Marsh Creek, and was one of the county’s largest producers. In 1925
Groveland Mine No. 2 officially was re-designated as Crescent Coal Company Mine No.
2 (Millhouse [1931]:52). The vast majority of the coal extracted from Mine No. 2 was
sold to railroad companies, with the volume sold to the local trade being negligible (as
was typically the case with shipping mines). Although the mine started out
predominately as a hand-operated outfit, by 1925 all of the mining was done by machine.
Mine No. 2 was hit hard by the depression in the coal market during the 1920s. By 1925
production at the mine dropped to 54,247 tons, and it remained around this level through
1930. The dates of operation and the number of employees also dropped sharply between
1920 and 1925 Table 1 below provides some statistical data on the mine for the period
1918-1930.
Table 1
Statistics for Crescent (Groveland) Mine No. 2
1918-1930
YEAR
1918
1919
1920
1925
1930

PRODUCTION
RANK*
DAYS OPERATION
EMPLOYEES
18,438
5 (out of 7)
75
120
120,721
3 (out of 6)
195
195
188,705
2 (out of 8)
199
302
54,247
2 (out of 3)
84
169
46,249
2 (out of 3)
69
164
* Tons of coal. **Rank among shipping mines in Tazewell County.

A coal company map drawn in January 1928 illustrates much of the surface complex at
Crescent Mine No. 2 (see Figure 8). The buildings/structures shown include: an office
and scale house on the far western end of the mine site; an engine room, hoisting tipple, a
combination storehouse and blacksmith shop, wash house, two barns, an oil house, and a
car repair and sand (storage?) building all clustered in the center of the site; and a powder
house on the far eastern end of the site (Crescent Coal Company 1928:1).
An updated version of this map was traced in July 1928 and updated in 1929 (see Figure
9). It shows the mine surface complex largely as the previous map, but with a number of
notable exceptions. The oil and powder houses, for instance, are not illustrated. More
importantly, the map illustrates the workers’ housing associated with the mine site. The
map indicates the presence of thirty-four houses. Six of the houses measured 15’-6”x21’6”, while the remainder measured 23’-6”x27’-0”. Nine dwellings were arranged in a row
on the hillside overlooking the tipple and adjacent hoist engine house. Most of the
houses were located on a ridge spur farther east and arranged formally along three streets,
3

“Cretia” may refer to the Greek Island of Crete. The name of this individual, however—Melosavitch—suggests
that he was of Yugoslavian origin.
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named “Cherry,” “Sherman,” and “Oak.” Two houses were somewhat isolated and may
have been managerial housing, though it is merely conjectural. This map also indicates
the presence of a store building—measuring 23’-6”x41’-0”—located at the juncture of
the Oak and Sherman Streets (Crescent Coal Company 1929:1). This map does not
illustrate the mine fan house, although it does indicate the air shaft (see Figure 10). The
hoist shaft believed to be associated with Mine No. 1 also is depicted (see Figure 11).
A 1929 county atlas provides little additional information regarding the character of the
mine site, other than its illustration of a railroad spur running to it. Oddly, the atlas
shows no buildings at the mine, even though it was extensively built up (Brock and
Company 1929) (see Figure 12). Similarly, a circa 1930 plat book shows no buildings,
nor does an updated version of the 15-minute USGS topographic map for the Peoria
Quadrangle published in 1934 (Hixson [1930]; USGS 1934) (see Figures 13 and 14).
The 1930 federal census provides a comprehensive enumeration for the coal mine town,
although it incorrectly reports it as “Groveland Mine No. 1” rather than as Mine No. 2.4
The census reports thirty households within the confines of the town, with a total
population of 114. These households reflect the diverse ethnicity of Illinois’ coal mining
communities. Only nine (30%) of the households were headed by individuals who had
been born in United States. Most had been born in Illinois, though others had been born
in the adjoining states of Iowa, Indiana, and Missouri. The remaining twenty-one
household heads had been born in Europe, with Italians (n=10, 33%) being the largest
ethnic group. Others were from Croatia (n=3, 10%), Yugoslavia (n=3, 10%), Great
Britain (n=3, 10%), and Austria (n=2, 7%). Yugoslavia, of course, was a polyglot
nation—a recent creation of the Treaty of Versailles—and two of the three heads of
family identified as Yugoslav actually spoke Croatian in the home while one spoke
Italian. Considering the coal town’s population as a whole, thirty-nine individuals (or
34%) had been born overseas. There were thirty-six individuals reported with
occupations outside the home. The vast majority of these (n=31) were employed as
miners. Of the five remaining individuals, two were employed as laundresses at a
hospital, one was a laborer at a tractor company, another was a teacher in a public school,
and one was a grocery merchant. The merchant was William Venovich, a Croatian who
had previously worked as a miner at Mine No. 2. He presumably operated the store at the
mine, which is illustrated on the 1929 map. Only four of the miners reported having been
employed the previous working day. All of the houses at the mine were rented, and
occupants generally paid between $9 and $12 per month in rent. An exception was
Venovich, who paid $15, presumably due to the commercial character of his property
(USBC 1930:17A-18A).
Crescent Coal Mine No. 2 closed down in 1931 and was never reopened (ISGS 2000:1).
After the mine’s abandonment, the buildings there were removed or demolished. It is
unclear how long the dwellings there may have continued to be occupied. A number of
coal mines continued to operate in western Tazewell County into the 1950s (ISGS
2000:1-2).
4
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Previously Reported Sites: None.
Previous Surveys: No previous archaeological surveys are known to have been conducted in
the project area.
Regional Archaeologist Contacted: No regional archaeologist was contacted.
Investigation Techniques: A pedestrian survey was conducted for the entire area over which
the mine’s surface complex extended. Aboveground structural remains were documented
through photographs (35mm color film) and scaled line drawings. Documentary research
was conducted at the Creve Coeur Public Library, in order to ascertain the presence of
any local histories or historic photographs of the mine. Research also was conducted at
the Illinois State Archives and Illinois State Library in Springfield, in order to locate any
historic maps that might illustrate the surface complex at the mine, and to obtain specific
production data contained in the Annual Coal Reports.
Time Expended: 9 man-hours (in field).
Sites/Features Found: The locations of features documented during the field survey are
identified on a site plan attached as Figures 15 and 31. Photographs and drawings also
have been included.
Feature 1 represents the remains of a fan house complex. Historically, this complex
consisted of three parts: fan engine room, fan and shroud, and air shaft. The air shaft and
fan engine remain intact, but all of the mechanical equipment (including fan and shroud)
have been removed (reference Figures 16 through 29). The fan engine room is a onestory, shed-roofed, brick and concrete structure which measures 10’-8” (north/south) by
26’-0” (east/west). The walls of the building are constructed of hard-pressed, red brick
laid two courses wide, while the foundations of poured concrete and measure 11” wide.
The roof is built of reinforced concrete. Since the building is constructed against the side
of a hill, the foundations are raised considerably on the east and then step down towards
the west. The building was entered through a wide, segmental-arched doorway on the
south. This entrance probably held a pair of hinged doors originally, but they have since
been removed, along with the casing. The doorway is flanked to either side by a window.
The north and east elevations have a single window present. Like the doorway, the
window openings are all segmental arched. There are two sizes present. The windows
on the upper slope of the hill are shorter and measure 3’-2”x3’-2” (rough opening), while
those on the lower slope measure 3’-7”x5’-9”. All of them originally held double-hung
sash, which have been removed, as have the casings of two of the windows. The window
casings are framed with yellow pine stock and wire nails.
On the interior, the fan engine room measures 9’-4”x24’-8.” A short flight of concrete
steps leads down to the floor level. On the western two-thirds of the building, there is a
dirt floor, while the eastern third has a series of raised concrete pads. The highest of
these pads has eight threaded tie-down bolts (grouped in four pairs) present and is
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believed to have served as the mount for the fan engine. There are two sets of ceramic
electrical insulators—located on the north and east walls—for wiring entering the
building. This suggests that the building was equipped with electrical lighting during the
period it was in operation, and that the fan engine was electrically powered. A series of
bolts are located on the north and south walls which may have supported the driveshaft
mechanical equipment once housed in the engine room. Sections of the north and west
walls of the building have been partially demolished. Both of these breaks may represent
a widening of original openings. The one on the north, for instance, may have been an
opening through which the fan driveshaft passed. The break on the west could have been
a window or doorway that was expanded in order to allow the removal of the fan engine
and other equipment.
The fan itself is suspected to have been located on the north side of the fan engine house.
There is a concrete foundation here (located approximately 16’ beyond the north wall of
the engine room) with threaded tie-down bolts. It is possible that these bolts held down
the metal shroud that typically covered mine fans. The air shaft itself measures
approximately 12’ square and appears to be concrete lined (at least on its upper section).
The shaft opening is covered with heavy creosoted bridge timbers, bolted together with
cross ties. The current landowner indicates that these timbers were put in place by the
Rock Island Railroad after they had purchased the Crescent Mine property (Merlin
Kieswetter, pers. Comm., 27 May 2004).
There is another concrete foundation extending south of the air shaft. This foundation is
mostly covered with overburden, so it is unclear how far it actually runs. It may have
served as a retaining wall, in order to create a terrace for the fan house complex, or
possibly supported a wall. However, there was no mortar impression on the top of the
wall (indicating a masonry wall) or of sill bolts (indicating a frame wall). An old road
bed is evident running south of the fan house up to the ridge crest.
Considering the distance between the fan house and the main surface complex of
Crescent Mine No. 2, it is possible that the fan house slightly pre-dates the development
of this mine and originally was associated with Groveland Mine No. 1. As mentioned
above, the underground workings of these two mines eventually intersected, and the air
shaft is positioned at a point where it could have served both mines.
Feature 2 is a concrete cistern located on the hillside above the main mine surface
complex (see Figures 32 through 35). The cistern measures approximately 14’ square on
the exterior and has 12” to 13”-thick walls. It is raised several feet above the ground
surface and has a 4’-square opening centered on its top. On the interior, the cistern
measures approximately 12’ square. The exact depth of the feature is unknown, on
account of the fact that it has mostly been filled with soil. According to the 1918 Annual
Coal Report, water was pumped into the cistern from a damned stream and then directed
toward the wash house located on the terrace below it. The cistern was positioned at a
higher elevation than the wash house in order to create adequate water pressure (IDMM
1918:126).
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Feature 3 is a long concrete culvert located at the approximate center of the mine site, and
is oriented north/south (see Figures 36 through 48). As originally built, the culvert
measured approximately 78’ long. Its southern end has collapsed, however, on account
of erosion. In section, the culvert basically is square—measuring 5’ wide and 5’-4”—and
has sidewalls that taper from 12” to 19” in thickness. It is covered by roughly 3’-6” of
overburden. Stoneware drain tile, measuring 3’ in diameter extend off both ends of the
culvert. The tile are marked “36 INCH / STANDARD DRAIN CULVERT PIPE /
MADE BY / BLACKNER & POST PIPE CO. / ST. LOUIS”.
The culvert and associated drain tile were intended to drain the ravine which bisects the
mine site. When the mine was developed, much of the water (“gob”) was dumped across
the mouth of the ravine in order to create a level terrace for the construction of buildings.
Runoff from the ravine still would have presented a problem, however, and needed to be
channeled into the larger stream bordering the mine on the south. Waste water from the
wash house may also have been directed into the drain tile. Why the mine company felt
it necessary to construct a substantial concrete culvert across part of this drainageway
(rather than simply laying more drain tile) is open to speculation. Given the fact that
several buildings—specifically a blacksmith shop and car repair/sand house—were
located in this area, there may have been concern about subsidence. The main roadway
through the mine site also appears to have passed over the culvert.
Feature 4 represents a small concrete perimeter foundation located immediately southeast
of the culvert discussed as Feature 3 (see Figures 40 through 42). The foundations are 8”
thick and measure 10’-0” (north/south) by 12’-2” (east/west). Sill bolts are present at the
corners suggesting that the building was of frame construction. A 3” pipe (presumably a
water pipe) is located along the north wall of the structure. The 1928 and 1929 mine
maps depict an L-shaped building in this approximate area, which apparently functioned
as a car repair shop and for sand (storage?). Feature 4 may be part of this building.
Feature 5 is a set of concrete foundations located on the hillside overlooking the main
mine site (see Figure 43). The 1928 and 1929 mine maps both show a barn in this
approximate area, whose size and orientation matches those of Feature 5. The barn
foundations measure approximately 30’x52’ and vary in thickness, measuring 8”-9” on
the south and west, 14” on the north, and 12” on the east. Although the walls have been
demolished, there is evidence of them having been of masonry construction—most likely
of concrete block or clay tile. An old road bed runs along the north side of the barn
foundations. This road ran between the mine and the workers’ housing located far
upslope and to the east.
Feature 6 is located at the far eastern end of the site and is believed to represent the
remains of a powder house (see Figures 44 though 48). The 1928 mine map illustrates a
powder house in this area, and this use is further suggested by Feature 6’s isolated
location and solid construction. Although the building is in ruins, much of its original
design can be deciphered from the remains. It measured 15’-6” (north/south) by 20’-6”
(east/west), had 10”-thick concrete foundations, clay tile block walls (8” thick), and a
low-sloped, side-gabled, concrete roof covered with tar. The roof was supported by
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2”x5” steel C-beams placed roughly 5’ on center. The floor was supported by 2”x8”
joists with 1’ centers, with a 4”x8” central beam. The joists and central beam have rotted
away, but the joist pockets are present in the foundations. A doorway was centered and
located on the north side of the building. No other openings are known of. The use of
clay tile block for the walls is of interest, considering that they needed to carry the weight
of a concrete roof. Powder houses at other mine sites typically had concrete walls, often
reinforced with steel bars.
Feature 7 is a perimeter building foundation located east of the powder house, which
measures 12’ (north/south) by 30’ (east/west). The foundations are of poured concrete
and are approximately 8” thick. Threaded sill bolts extend around the foundations ( 2’ on
center), which suggests that the building was of frame construction (see Figures 47 and
48). The period mine maps show no buildings at this location, so it is unclear what use
this structure may have had. One possibility is that it was a warehouse of some kind,
although its placement directly adjacent to the powder house could hardly be considered
a safe one.
Features 8 through 11 are four pit features located on a ridge spur overlooking the mine
site. The features are aligned linearly to one another across a distance of approximately
130’ and are spaced fairly uniformly (see Figure 49). The pits vary in size and
configuration, but generally are several feet deep. One of the larger pits, Feature 11,
measures roughly 15’x17’. A concrete block foundation is present between Features 8
and 9. A light midden of domestic artifacts also was observed, including a glass tumbler
in Feature 8. The 1929 mine map illustrates four residences in this area, facing Cherry
Street, and we suspect Features 8 through 11 to represent the cellars (or house basins)
associated with these dwellings.
Landscape Features: The main part of the mine site is located on a man-made terrace that
appears to have been created with waste rock and gob hauled from the mine. This terrace
provided a level surface for erecting mine buildings and roadways. It extends for a
considerable distance along the stream bordering the mine site. Several old road beds
also were observed, including the one previously discussed by the barn (Feature 5).
Another road runs just west of the mine site (reference Figures 31). Although quite
substantial and apparently connected to the Crescent Mine, this road is poorly
documented on period maps and we do not known its beginning and end points. A
considerable amount of gob has been deposited along the south edge of the road.
Cultural Material: None collected.
Collection Technique: The field investigation was aimed at the documentation of building
remains, rather than the collection of artifacts.
Curated at: Notes and drawings are curated at Fever River Research, Springfield.
Area Surveyed (acres and square meters): Approximately 9 acres (36,423 square meters).
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RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located no archaeological material [in this portion of
the site]; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) does(do) not
meet requirements for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) may meet
requirements for National Register eligibility; further testing is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) does(do) not meet requirements
for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) meet requirements for National
Register eligibility; formal report is pending and a determination of eligibility is
recommended.
Comments: The survey of the Crescent Coal Company Mine No. 2 site resulted in the
documentation of a number of structural features associated with this early twentieth
century mine. Most notably, it allowed for the recordation of an extant fan engine house
and the preliminary assessment of features believed to be associated with miners’
housing. Three discrete sites have been defined within the survey area: 1) the area
around the fan house and air shaft (Feature 1), which is not contiguous to the main mine
site; 2) the industrial component associated with the mine surface complex (represented
by Features 2 through 7); and 3) the domestic component associated with the workers’
housing adjacent to the mine (illustrated by Features 8 through 11).
Like many coal mines in Illinois, Crescent Mine No. 2 does have local significance in
areas of industry and community development. Tazewell County had a comparatively
small number of coal mines, and the Crescent Mine was one of the largest ever operated
there. As a large employer, the mine attracted workers—many of them immigrants—
who settled in the surrounding area, contributing to the development of Wesley and later
Creve Coeur. The site structure of this mine also is of interest. The Crescent Mine and
others like it along the Illinois River valley faced unique topographical challenges, and
they had to integrate their surface complexes into a naturally steep and dissected
landscape. The spatial layout of these mines was quite different from those developed on
the relatively flat terrain found in the central and southern Illinois coal fields. Crescent
Mine No. 2 had a very distinctive structure, with the mine surface complex being built on
a man-made terrace in a narrow stream valley and workers’ housing arranged in blocks
on the adjoining hillsides.
In addition to historic significance, however, National Register eligibility is based on
integrity. On the whole, Crescent Coal Company Mine No. 2 appears to have relatively
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poor integrity archaeologically. Except for the fan engine house, all of the buildings have
been razed down to grade, and many of the buildings/structures illustrated on 1928-1929
mine maps have no visible surface remains. Some structural remains may have been
eroded away or buried beneath overburden. We do not believe that the archaeological
component of the mine surface complex can contribute substantially to our understanding
of early-twentieth-century mine sites in Illinois. The surface complex is fairly well
documented through period mine maps, and these sources have been complimented by
the field survey. Moreover, the proposed reclamation work should have a limited impact
on the site. The work around the fan house will involve only the air shaft. Nothing will
be done with fan engine house itself, and the landowner has expressed a sincere interest
in maintaining the building. Reclamation work at the main mine site also will be limited,
involving the demolition of Feature 3, the concrete culvert, and the infilling of Feature 2,
the concrete cistern. Feature 2 initially was thought to be a mine shaft of some kind, but
the documentary research and field survey have suggested otherwise. Period mine maps
do illustrate a number of miners’ houses located near to the cistern. The field survey,
however, found this area to be disturbed considerably, either through erosion or as the
result of post-abandonment clean-up efforts at the site. Even so, it may be more
appropriate to avoid impacting any of the areas once occupied by housing at the mine site
during reclamation work, using Figure 30 as a guide.
Company towns such as that found at Crescent Mine No. 2 have a great potential for
contributing to our understanding of miners’ lifeways and material culture.
Unfortunately, such sites have been poorly documented archaeologically in Illinois. As
such, the domestic archaeological component at Crescent Mine No. 2 may be potentially
eligible to the National Register of Historic Places. Although the nine house sites on the
western end of the mine may have poor integrity (and this has only been assessed
superficially) there are twenty-five others—plus a commercial site—on the opposite
hillside to the east which appear to have good-to-excellent integrity, based on the
conditions found at Features 8 through 11. The proposed reclamation work will not
impact this area at all.
So long as the domestic component at the mine can be avoided and otherwise not
negatively impacted, we recommend clearance on the Crescent Mine No. 2 Reclamation
Project.

Surveyors: C. Stratton
Survey Date: 28 May 2004
Report Completed By: C. Stratton and F. Mansberger
Fever River Research
P. O. Box 5234
Springfield, IL 62705
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LOCATION OF AIR
SHAFT AND FAN
HOUSE

LOCATION OF
CRESCENT MINE NO. 2

Figure 1. United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps illustrating the
locations of the Crescent Coal Company Mine No. 2 Site and associated air shaft (USGS,
Marquette Heights and Peoria East Quadrangles 1996).
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Figure 2. View of the “Orchard Coal Mines, P. V. Schenck, Propt., Orchard Mines, Peoria
Co., ILLS.” (Andreas 1873:39). The actual mine (which is a drift mine) is at the far right
(note the presence of the large furnace flue). The small coal mining community of Orchard
Mines was located in Hollis Township, in southern Peoria County. The city of Pekin, in
neighboring Tazwell County, appears in the far distance, on the opposite side of the Illinois
River. Coal from Orchard Mines was transported by steam locomotive via the Toledo,
Peoria, and Warsaw Railroad, which is shown in the foreground. Additionally, a horsedrawn railroad connected the mines with the nearby community of Pekin. P. V. Schenck
was the proprietor of the coal mines at Orchard Mines at the time the county atlas was
published (Andreas 1873:39). This mining community is an early precursor to the one that
was developed at Crescent Mine No. 2.
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Figure 3. Lithograph of the “Coal Mines of Norman Hawley, Sec. 28, Cincinnati Tp. Tazewell Co. Ills.” (Andreas, Lyter and
Company 1873:116). This mine appears to have been located at the Hawley farmstead. As no headframes are obvious in this
illustration, the mine appears to have been a drift or slope entry. The engine house is evident by the smoke stack that is
belching dark smoke. In contrast, the tall chimney in the foreground probably represents a furnace shaft. Note the wagon
scales adjacent to the furnace stack. Coal from this mine was hauled in horse drawn ore carts over a rail spur to the Decatur
Branch of the Toledo, Wabash and Western Railroad line.
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Figure 4. Location of N. C. Hawley’s coal mines in rural Cincinnati Township, as
illustrated by county atlases published in 1873 (TOP) and 1891 (BOTTOM) Tazewell
County, Illinois. Hawley’s coal mines were located at the end of a rail spur adjacent to the
Illinois River bluff line. Some of the buildings illustrated at the mine likely represent
workers’ housing (Andreas, Lyter and Company 1873; Ogle 1891).
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LOCATION OF AIR
SHAFT

LOCATION OF
CRESCENT MINE No. 2

Figure 5. Location of Crescent Mine No. 2 and associated air shaft, as depicted by an 1891
atlas of Tazewell County. Portions of Pekin and Groveland Townships are shown. This
atlas pre-dates the development of Mine No. 2 by twenty-seven years, and no buildings or
improvements are indicated at the site. An earlier coal mine is depicted one-half mile west
of the air shaft location (Ogle 1891:31, 33).
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COAL TOWN

LOCATION OF AIR
SHAFT

LOCATION OF CRESCENT
MINE NO. 2

Figure 6. A 1905 United States Geological Survey topographical map of the Peoria
Quadrangle showing the location of Crescent Mine No. 2 and associated air shaft. No
improvements are depicted at either site. The small coal town associated with Groveland
Coal Mine No. 1 also is indicated (USGS 1905).
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Figure 7. Detail of a coal mine map of Tazewell County, illustrating the extent of the
underground workings of Crescent (Groveland) Mine No. 2 and other mines in the Creve
Coeur and East Peoria area. The number “108” refers to the Crescent No. 2. Number
“810” refers to the shaft of Groveland Mine No. 1, whose underground workings are
included with those of the Crescent Mine in this figure (ISGS 2000).
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Figure 8. Detail of a map of Crescent (Groveland) Mine No. 2 showing the underground workings and surface complex. This
map was first drawn in 1915 in order to show Groveland Mine No. 1, was regularly updated thereafter, and eventually
included the workings of Mine No. 2. The version shown above was traced in January 1928. All of the principal mine
buildings are illustrated, although no houses are depicted (Crescent Coal Company 1928).
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Figure 9. This updated map of the Crescent Mine, drawn in 1929, shows the main surface complex of the mine and workers’
housing. The darkened squares that are numbered represent the housing and store. The underground workings also are
shown (Crescent Coal Company 1929).
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Figure 10. Map of the Crescent Mine, showing the underground workings in the vicinity of
the air shaft. The fan is not depicted, but should be located above the point marked “Air—
Down Cast” (circled above) (Crescent Coal Company 1929).
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Figure 11. Detail of the 1929 mine map showing the hoist shaft believed to be associated
with Groveland Mine No. 1. The mine had been abandoned a number of years prior to this
(Crescent Coal Company 1929).
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LOCATION OF
CRESCENT MINE NO. 2

Figure 12. Location of Crescent Mine No. 2 and associated air shaft as depicted on a 1929
atlas of Tazewell County. The atlas designates the mine by its former name—“Groveland
Coal Co. No. 2”—but shows no buildings at the site. A rail line is shown servicing the mine
(Brock and Company 1929:49, 50).
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LOCATION OF AIR
SHAFT

LOCATION OF
CRESCENT MINE NO. 2

Figure 13. Location of Crescent Mine No. 2 and associated air shaft as depicted on a 1929
atlas of Tazewell County. No buildings are illustrated (Hixson [1930]).
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LOCATION OF
AIR SHAFT

LOCATION OF
CRESCENT MINE NO. 2

Figure 14. A 1934 United States Geological Survey topographic map showing the location
of Crescent Mine No. 2 and its air shaft. Even though this map illustrates the recently
developed town of Creve Coeur, it fails to show any improvements at the mine site (USGS
Peoria Quadrangle 1934).
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AIR SHAFT AND
FAN HOUSE

OLD ROAD

Figure 15. Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Abandoned Mines Division map
showing the existing conditions around the air shaft and fan house associated with Crescent
Mine No. 2. An old road leading to the fan house also is shown.
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Figure 16. View of the south elevation of the fan engine house. The building is built
against a hillside and was entered through a wide doorway on this side. The doorway
(shown at center) is flanked by two windows (FRR May 2004).

Figure 17. View of the west elevation of the fan engine house. A substantial hole is present
in this wall and possibly represents an expansion of an original opening (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 18. View of the north elevation of the fan engine house (FRR May 2004).

Figure 19. There also is a break in the north wall of the fan engine house. Like that on the
west, this break may represent the expansion of an original opening (such as for a fan
driveshaft) (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 20. View of the east elevation of the fan engine house. The window shown in this
photograph is nearly at grade (FRR May 2004).

Figure 21. The southwest corner of the fan engine house, illustrating the use of poured
concrete for the foundations and brick for the walls (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 22. This interior view of the fan engine house, shows the east end of the building.
The concrete mount (with threaded tie downs) for the fan engine appears at the bottom of
this photograph. Also note the raised concrete foundations and the concrete roof for the
building (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 23. (LEFT) Interior view of the fan engine house, showing the northwest corner. Note the two breaks in the north and
west walls. (RIGHT) View of the southwest corner of the fan engine house. Note the set of concrete steps at the base of the
doorway at left (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 24. (LEFT) Photograph of the north window in the fan engine house. The window originally was equipped with
double-hung sash, which have been removed. (RIGHT) The building was supplied with electricity (for the fan engine and
lighting), and the wires entering the building were run through ceramic insulators, such as those shown above on the north
wall (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 25. The air shaft at the mine has been capped with heavy square timbers (FRR May
2004).

Figure 26. Another view of the timbers capping the air shaft, taken from the west side of
the shaft, which shows the concrete foundations associated with the fan house complex
(FRR May 2004).
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Figure 27. View of the concrete foundations believed to be associated with the fan room of
the fan house complex. The threaded bolt shown is suspected to have held down the metal
shroud over the fan (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 28. Plan view of the fan house complex (FRR 2004).
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Figure 29. Sectional views of the fan house complex (FRR 2004).
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Figure 30. Map showing the approximate locations of historic mine buildings and workers’ housing at Crescent Mine No. 2.
Hatched areas indicate blocks of housing. For comparison with the original mine maps refer back to Figures 8 and 9.
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Figure 31. Map showing the locations of features identified during the survey of Crescent Mine No. 2 (FRR 2004).
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Figure 32. View of the concrete cistern located on the hill overlooking the mine site,
looking north (FRR May 2004).

Figure 33. View of the cistern, looking south (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 34. View of the opening to the cistern. It has been mostly filled with soil (FRR May
2004).
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Figure 35. Plan and sectional views of the concrete cistern (Feature 2) at Crescent Mine No. 2 (FRR 2004).
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Figure 36. View of the south end of the large concrete culvert (Feature 3) at the mine site.
The south end of the culvert has collapsed (FRR May 2004).

Figure 37. View of the north end of the concrete culvert. Note the jumbled drain tile
through which water was feed into the culvert (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 38. The drain tile adjacent to the concrete culvert has a 36" diameter and was
manufactured by the Blackner and Post Pipe Company of St. Louis, Missouri (FRR May
2004).
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Figure 39. (LEFT) Another view of the ceramic drain tile through which water was funneled into the concrete culvert. Years
of heavy runoff and erosion have left the drain tile in a broken and jumbled state. (RIGHT) The soil profile adjacent to the
concrete culvert indicates that a considerable amount of fill (presumably waste hauled from the mine) was deposited in this
area, in order to create a level terrace for the mine building complex (FRR May 2004).

48

PLAN VIEW
SILL BOLT

3" PIPE

FEATURE 4
(PUMP ROOM?)
CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

CONCRETE ABUTTMENT

3' DRAIN TILE
(DISPLACED)

FEATURE 3
(CONCRETE CULVERT)

FOOTINGS

3' DRAIN TILE
(DISPLACED)

DRAINAGE

WASHOUT

SECTIONAL VIEW
CONCRETE CULVERT

GROUND SURFACE

0

10
FEET

20

CONCRETE

CULVERT
FOOTING

Figure 40. Plan of the concrete culvert and adjacent features at the Crescent Mine No. 2 Site (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 41. (LEFT) Photograph of a riveted steel smokestack at the mine site, which is presumed to have been associated with
the boiler house at the mine. (RIGHT) View of a set of concrete foundations possibly associated with the car repair and sand
building, looking east (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 42. Another photograph of the concrete foundations possibly associated with car
repair and sand building, looking northwest (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 43. Plan of Feature 5, the foundation remains of a barn. This was one of two barns present at the mine (FRR 2004).
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Figure 44. View of Feature 6, the ruins of the powder house associated with Crescent Mine
No. 2. The powder house had concrete foundations, walls of clay tile blocks, and a concrete
roof (FRR May 2004).

Figure 45. Detail of the powder house ruins, showing a section of foundation (on right) and
roof (on left). Note the pieces of clay tile blocks attached to both the roofing and
foundation (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 46. Detail of the powder house roofing, showing the steel beams used to support the
roof (FRR May 2004).

Figure 47. View of the foundations associated with the unidentified building (Feature 7)
located immediately east of the powder house. This structure had a wood frame (evidenced
by the presence of sill bolts) and had concrete foundations (FRR May 2004).
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Figure 48. Plan and sectional views of the powder house and adjacent building (FRR 2004).
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Figure 49. Plan of the four pits identified as Features 8 though 11. These are suspected to be either cellar depressions or
house basins (FRR 2004).
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Figure 50. This figure illustrates the limits of Site 1 (IAS 11T433).
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Figure 51. Figure showing the limits of Sites 2 (11T433) and 3 (11T434). Site 2 covers the mine surface complex, while Site 3
encompasses the miners’ housing associated with Crescent Mine No. 2. The locations of historic buildings also are shown.
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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM
County: Tazewell
Field Number: Site 1
Quadrangle (7.5'): Peoria (1996)

Site Name: Crescent Mine 2 Fan House

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 11T433
Date Recorded: 2004.08.03

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)
Align: SE
Align:
Align:
Align:

1/4s: SE NE NW
1/4s:
1/4s:
1/4s:

Section: 7
Section:
Section:
Section:

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16

UTM North: 4,500,814

Township: 25 N
Township:
Township:
Township:

Range: 4 W
Range:
Range:
Range:

UTM East: 280,243

Ownership: Private

ENVIRONMENT
Topography: Bluffslope
Nearest Water Supply: Intermittent
Soil Association: Clinton-Keomah-Rushville

Elevation (in meters): 195
Drainage: Mid-Illinois

Description: The site is located on a narrow, man-made terrace on the slope of a steep, wooden ravine, in the dissected blufflands
bordering the Illinois River.

SURVEY
Project Name: Crescent Mine 2 Survey
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Forest
Brush
Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Commercial

Site Area (square meters): 585
Visibility (%): 20
Standing Structures: N

Weeds

SITE CONDITION
Extent of Damage: Moderate
Main Cause of Damage: Vandalism

MATERIAL OBSERVED
Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Prehistoric Surface Features: N

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: The survey documented the remains of a fan house complex associated with an abandoned coal mine. Features
identified included an extant engine room, an air shaft, and other foundations. An old road leading to the fan house
also is present at the site.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply)

Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown:
Paleoindian:
Archaic:
Early Archaic:
Middle Archaic:

Pioneer (1781-1840):
Frontier (1841- 1870):
Early Industrial (1871-1900):
Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y
Post-War (1946-present):

Late Archaic:
Woodland:
Early Woodland:
Middle Woodland:
Late Woodland:

Mississippian:
Upper Mississippian:
Protohistoric:
Historic Native American:
Historic (generic):

Description: Documentary sources indicate that this site was associated with Crescent (Groveland) Mine No. 2, a coal mine which in
operation 1918-1931. It may also have served Groveland Mine No. 1, and earlier mine (1901-1923) that abuts Mine
No. 2.
Surveyor: C. Stratton
Site Report by: C. Stratton
IHPA Log No.:
Compliance Status:

Institution: FRR
Institution: FRR

Survey Date: 2004.05.28
Date: 2004.07.21
IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Curation Facility: FRR
NRHP Listing: N
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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM
County: Tazewell
Field Number: Site 2
Quadrangle (7.5'): Peoria (1996)

Site Name: Crescent Mine No. 2

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 11T434
Date Recorded: 2004.08.03

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)
Align: SE
Align: SE
Align:
Align:

1/4s: NW NW NW
1/4s: NE NE NE
1/4s:
1/4s:

Section: 17
Section: 18
Section:
Section:

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16

UTM North: 4,500,192

Township: 25 N Range: 4 W
Township: 25 N Range: 4 W
Township:
Range:
Township:
Range:

UTM East: 280,975

Ownership: Public

ENVIRONMENT
Topography: Bluffslope
Nearest Water Supply: Intermittent
Soil Association: Clinton-Keomah-Rushville

Elevation (in meters): 190
Drainage: Mid-Illinois

Description: The site is located in a narrow, wooded stream valley in the dissected blufflands bordering the Illinois River valley. The
site extends across a man-made terrace bordering an intermittent stream and up the adjacent hillsides to the north.

SURVEY
Project Name: Crescent Mine 2 Survey
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Forest
Brush
Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Commercial

Site Area (square meters): 10,865
Visibility (%): 20
Standing Structures: N

Weeds

SITE CONDITION
Extent of Damage: Moderate
Main Cause of Damage: Vandalism

MATERIAL OBSERVED
Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Prehistoric Surface Features: N

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: Y
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: The survey resulted in the documentation of building remains and surface features associated with an abandoned coal
mine. The buildings at the site have been razed to their foundations.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply)

Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown:
Paleoindian:
Archaic:
Early Archaic:
Middle Archaic:

Pioneer (1781-1840):
Frontier (1841- 1870):
Early Industrial (1871-1900):
Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y
Post-War (1946-present):

Late Archaic:
Woodland:
Early Woodland:
Middle Woodland:
Late Woodland:

Mississippian:
Upper Mississippian:
Protohistoric:
Historic Native American:
Historic (generic):

Description: Documentary sources indicate that the Crescent (Groveland) Mine No. 2 was in operation between 1918 and 1931. The
locations of mine buildings and worker’ housing once present at the mine are well documented by period mine maps.

Surveyor: C. Stratton
Site Report by: C. Stratton
IHPA Log No.:
Compliance Status:

Institution: FRR
Institution: FRR

Survey Date: 2004.05.28
Date: 2004.07.21
IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Curation Facility: FRR

NRHP Listing: N
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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM
County: Tazewell
Field Number: Site 3
Quadrangle (7.5'): Peoria (1996)

Site Name: Crescent Mine 2 Town Site

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 11T435
Date Recorded: 2004.08.03

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)
Align: SE
Align: SE
Align:
Align:

1/4s: NW NW NW
1/4s: NE NE NE
1/4s:
1/4s:

Section: 17
Section: 18
Section:
Section:

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16

UTM North: 4,500,244

Township: 25 N Range: 4 W
Township: 25 N Range: 4 W
Township:
Range:
Township:
Range:

UTM East: 281,055

Ownership: Private

ENVIRONMENT
Topography: Bluffslope
Nearest Water Supply: Intermittent
Soil Association: Clinton-Keomah-Rushville

Elevation (in meters): 195
Drainage: Mid-Illinois

Description: The site extends across a bufflsope bordering a narrow, wooded stream valley in the dissected, wooded blufflands
above the Illinois River valley.

SURVEY
Project Name: Crescent Mine 2 Survey
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Forest
Brush
Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Habitation

Site Area (square meters): 23,433
Visibility (%): 20
Standing Structures: N

Weeds

SITE CONDITION
Extent of Damage: Moderate
Main Cause of Damage: Vandalism

MATERIAL OBSERVED
Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Prehistoric Surface Features: N

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: Y
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: The survey resulted in the documentation of four pit features, foundations, and a light artifact of domestic artifacts. The
pit features are suspected to be house cellars.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply)

Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown:
Paleoindian:
Archaic:
Early Archaic:
Middle Archaic:

Pioneer (1781-1840):
Frontier (1841- 1870):
Early Industrial (1871-1900):
Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y
Post-War (1946-present):

Late Archaic:
Woodland:
Early Woodland:
Middle Woodland:
Late Woodland:

Mississippian:
Upper Mississippian:
Protohistoric:
Historic Native American:
Historic (generic):

Description: Documentary sources indicate that this site was occupied by a “company town” associated with Crescent (Groveland)
Coal Mine No. 2, which operated between 1918 and 1931. A 1929 mine map illustrates 34 houses and 1 store at the
site.
Surveyor: C. Stratton
Site Report by: C. Stratton
IHPA Log No.:
Compliance Status:

Institution: FRR
Institution: FRR

Survey Date: 2004.05.28
Date: 2004.07.21
IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Curation Facility: FRR

NRHP Listing: N
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