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Project Type/Title: Phase II National Register evaluation of the Taylor No. 5 Mine Site
(11FK215).
Responsible Federal/State Agencies: IDNR (Abandoned Mined Lands Reclamation Division)
Legal Location:
NE1/4, SE1/4, SE1/4 Section 32; SE1/4, SE1/4, SE1/4 Section 32; NW1/4,
SW1/4, SW1/4 Section 33; SW1/4, SW1/4, SW1/4 Section 33
Township 7 South, Range 2 East of 3rd P.M.
Franklin County
Illinois
UTM:

4,192,440 North
323,864 East

Project Description: The project consisted of a Phase II National Register evaluation of the
Taylor No. 5 Mine Site, an abandoned coal mining property that was in operation
between 1908 and 1951. The purpose of the project was to evaluate the standing
structures and above-grade foundation remains associated with the historic mine site prior
to the commencement of reclamation work on the property. The proposed reclamation
will involve the removal of foundation remains associated with a fan house, boiler/hoistengine house, tipple, and cap house. The mine office building, which is still standing,
also will be demolished. The air and hoisting shafts will be explored (to confirm fill
material and condition) and be backfilled as needed. Reclamation work also will be
conducted in a 22-acre area located southeast of the historic mine site. This area is
covered with coal, mine refuse, and Secondary Carbon Screenings (SCR). The SCR
activities were conducted in the early 1970s in a washing plant bordering the southeastern
edge of the historic mine site. The concrete pad on which the washing plant stood also
will be removed during the reclamation project.
Topography: The mine site is located within the town of Freeman Spur and lies on the eastern
edge of a low elevation once known colloquially as “Possum Ridge.” The terrain gently
rises from east to west across the site. Timber growth is present along the east, southern,
and western edges of the site, providing a buffer between it and the surrounding housing.
A retaining pond, several acres in size, is present on the northern end of the site. Ezra
Road runs directly north of the pond. The mine site is accessed by means of a private
driveway extending off Restivo Avenue.
Soils: Markland—Colp—Del Rey
Drainage: Intermittent creek, Pond Creek, Big Muddy River, Mississippi River
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Land Use/Ground Cover: Weeds, brush, forest
Survey Limitations: A number of the mine-related buildings and structures at the site were
demolished long ago. In the years since the mine’s abandonment, some foundation
remains have become obscured by detritus, overgrowth, and other debris, making it
difficult to see their full extent.

Archaeological and Historical Information
Historical Plats/Atlases/Source:
The Taylor No. 5 Mine initially was developed by the Southern Illinois Coal Company in
1908 and was known as the “Possum Ridge Mine.” The latter name presumably was a
reference to the mine’s location, which was on a low ridge straddling the line between
Franklin and Williamson counties. The mine’s surface complex was located just north of
the county line, but its underground working ultimately would extend beneath both
counties. The early development of the mine was reported in the Annual Coal Report for
1909 (Illinois Bureau of Labor Statistics 1909:370) as follows:
The Southern Illinois Coal Company has sunk a new shaft in Franklin
county, 6 miles west from West Frankfort and will be on the C., B., & Q
[Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy] R. R. They began sinking this mine in
July 1908, and found coal about December 1, 1908. The depth of the shaft
to top of coal is 347 feet, size of shaft 9½ by 16 feet inside measurement,
and is timbered with 6 inch by 12 inch to rock and from their down 4 inch
by 12 inch oak; they have two 150 H. P., 72 inch by 18 foot Atlas boilers,
and Litchfield 24 inch by 42 inch engine, 1¾ inch ropes
At this date, there were eleven mines operating in Franklin County (Illinois Bureau of
Labor Statistics 1909:387). These were all new operations. The first coal mine in the
county—the Leiter Mine (or Bell and Zoller No. 1) at Zeigler—had been opened only
five years before, in 1904. The extreme depth of the coal deposits in the county had
discouraged exploitation prior to this date. Indeed, there was considerable doubt as to the
extent of the resource locally until the Leiter Mine was opened and discovered one of the
richest coal veins in the state (Angle 1952:118-119; Frier 1919:235-236; Aiken
1918:147). The coal was notable not only for its thickness (averaging 9’), but also for its
exceptionally low sulfur content, which led to the coal region centered on Franklin
County to be referred to as the “Quality Circle”. Although the total number of mines
ultimately opened in Franklin was relatively small compared to other counties in the
state, the mines there tended to be very large operations, employing hundreds of men. In
1918, the twenty-four mines then operating in the county employed a work force of
11,618 and produced over 12 million tons of coal (Illinois Department of Mines and
Minerals [IDMM] 1918:257). Franklin County enjoyed the distinction of producing
more coal than any other county in the United States during this period. The coal
industry also sparked a rapid increase in the county’s population, which rose from
approximately 20,000 to 60,000 between 1900 and 1920 (Aiken 1918:151).
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The development of the “Possum Ridge Mine” appears to have been relatively slow
during its first years of operation. In 1910, the mine produced only 14,819 tons of coal
and employed a modest work force of thirty-eight (Illinois Bureau of Labor Statistics
1909:370). In 1915, however, the mine produced 175,510 tons of coal for the year,
which ranked it sixteenth amongst the eighteen mines then operating in the county. All
of the coal was mined by machine. The mine employed 222 individuals. That same year,
the Southern Illinois Coal Company changed its name to the Taylor Mining Company.
The company had made a number of improvements to their Possum Ridge Mine in 1915,
including expanding their water reservoir to the point where it covered about 3 acres. In
addition, a railroad spur had been constructed, connecting the mine to the Illinois Central
Railroad (Illinois State Mining Board 1915:222, 225, 236-237). In 1916, the Taylor
Mining Company was renamed the Taylor Coal Company (Illinois State Geological
Survey [ISGS] 2003).
The Possum Ridge Mine eventually encouraged the development of a number of towns
around it, including Freeman, Franklin, Dillard, and Dell’Era. The first of these was
Freeman, which was located just south of the county line (in Williamson) and was named
after James R. Freeman, on whose farm the town was platted. Dillard was located north
of the county line. All of these towns were located very close to one another, but were
separate entities until 1913, when an election was held that resulted in them being
consolidated into a single community known as Freeman Spur. The town straddled the
county line. One local history reports that the town in its heyday had three grocery
stores, six taverns, and a grade school (Turner Publishing Company 1996:14). A 1918
county history described Freeman as a “lively mining town” (Aiken 1918:115). The
1918 Franklin County history also includes a photograph of the Possum Ridge Mine (see
Figure 3). This image shows the mine tipple and a combination hoist-engine and boiler
house. Three smokestacks are shown rising above the boiler house. No other buildings
are clearly illustrated in the photograph (Aiken 1918:147). The mine produced 326,318
tons of coal in 1918 and employed 326 people (Illinois Department of Mines and
Minerals [IDMM] 1918:256-257).
In 1923, the Taylor Coal Company sold its Possum Ridge (or No. 5) Mine to the Franklin
County Coal Company (later Corporation). The latter firm was to retain ownership of the
mine during its remaining twenty-eight years of operation (ISGS 2003). In spite of the
depressed state of the coal industry, the Franklin County Coal Company actually was able
to increase the production at its No. 5 mine during the late 1920s. In 1930, over 700,000
of coal were extracted from the mine, and the size of work force had risen to 593.
Production at the mine slipped during the 1930s, it still surpassed the level production
attained during the World War I-era boom (IDMM 1930:190-191; 1935:236-237;
1940:192-193).
The 1930 federal census reports 619 people and 164 households in Freeman Spur. Of
this population, 331 resided in Franklin County, while the remaining 288 lived south of
the county line in Williamson. The majority of the population was white (n=495).
However, there also was significant black community, numbering 124 individuals and
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occupying forty-two households. The blacks all lived in the northwest corner of town, on
a 40-acre tract of land owned by the coal company (presumably the section of town
originally platted as Franklin). Although there were a few white households in this area,
there were no blacks in the eastern and southern parts of town, which were solidly white.
Freeman Spur was thus divided along racial lines, and the coal mine represented the
barrier separating the white and black sections of town. There were forty-two households
in town were headed by immigrants. Italians represented the largest immigrant group,
but Polish, Lithuanians, Russians, and Scots also were present. Most people rented their
homes, though homeownership was not rare. Interestingly, the immigrant population
enjoyed a particularly high rate of homeownership (76%). The vast majority of the
working population in town was engaged in coal mining, and many of these men likely
were employed at Mine No. 5 (United States Bureau of the Census 1930a:1A-3B;
1930b:6A-9A). The Franklin County Coal Corporation also operated a “company store”
in Freeman Spur (Cecelia Adelsberger, pers. comm., 22 February 2005).
A circa 1937 plat of Denning Township indicates that the Franklin County Coal
Company owned 54 acres of ground surrounding the mine site (Rockford Map Publishers
[1937]). The company also owned 48.65 acres of land in Section 4 of Herrin Township,
which abutted the latter lands on the south (Rockford Map Publishers [1939]. Neither
plat illustrates any structures associated with the mine (see Figure 4).
Arthur Rothstein took two photographs of Franklin County Coal Company Mine No. 5
during the survey he conducted in 1939 for the United States Farm Bureau (see Figures 5
and 6). These photographs primarily highlight the tipple and hoist-engine/boiler house,
although several other buildings are illustrated as well. A comparison of the images with
the 1918 photograph of the mine suggests that the hoist-engine/boiler house was either
modified or rebuilt during the intervening period (1918-1939). Likewise, the tipple
seems to be expanded from its 1918 configuration. These changes may have occurred
after the Franklin County Coal Company purchased the mine in 1923. It is not clear to
what extent the rest of the surface complex may have been modified during this period.
A mine map illustrating the surface complex is attached below as Figure 8.
Coal production at the mine increased during the early 1940s to meet the industrial
demands stimulated by World War II. In 1945 953,506 tons of coal was extracted from
Mine No. 5. The vast majority of this product—901,698 tons—was loaded onto rail cars
for shipment. Smaller amounts were sold to railroad companies (17,550 tons) and to the
local trade (16,715 tons). The mine was in operation for 290 days and employed 476
workers during the course of the year (IDMM 1945:158-159).
Cecelia Surgalski Adelsberger worked at the mine between 1942 and 1950. She was
raised in Freeman Spur and had formerly worked at the store owned by the Franklin
County Coal Corporation in town. Her parents were Polish immigrants who had come to
the United States in 1913. Her father (Hypolit Surgalski) mined coal for thirteen years
before being forced to retire, due to black lung, in 1935. Her husband, Ralph, also was
the son of a coal miner and was himself eventually employed a fireman in the boiler
house at Mine No. 5. Adelsberger was the only women employed at the mine during the
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period she worked there. She recalls the work force as being overwhelmingly white at
that time, with only perhaps fifteen black miners present. Tim White was the
superintendent at the mine during most of her employment at the mine (Cecelia
Adelsberger, pers. comm., 22 February 2005).
Production at Mine No. 5 dropped precipitately following the conclusion of World War
II, as was the case at many other coal mines in Illinois. In 1950, Mine No. 5 operated for
a mere 39 days and produced only 57,104 tons of coal. The local manager of the mine
during this period was Marion (“Rip”) Winkler. A. L. Roberts served as general
superintendent of Mine 5 and two other mines (Nos. 7 and 15) the Franklin County Coal
Corporation operated at Royalton at this time (IDMM 1950:14-15, 38-39). Mine No. 5
closed permanently in 1950. Some of the miners who had worked there were able to get
work at other area mines, but most of these operations also closed over the next few
years. At least ten of the black mining families at Freeman Spur left the area completely,
moving to Racine, Wisconsin (Cecelia Adelsberger, pers. comm., 22 February 2005).

Table 1
Statistics for Taylor Coal Company Mine No. 5
1910-1950
YEAR
1910
1915
1918
1919
1920
1925
1930
1935
1940
1945
1950

PRODUCTION
RANK*
DAYS OPERATION
EMPLOYEES
14,819
10 (out of 10)
168
38
175,510
16 (out of 18)
147
222
326,318
17 (out of 24)
228
326
285,477
18 (out of 24)
187
299
281,595
22 (out of 26)
222
401
394,097
12 (out of 17)
128
593
707,895
10 (out of 16)
208
640
487,803
10 (out of 12)
183
570
550,306
10 (out of 12)
165
452
953,506
11 (out of 13)
290
476
57,104
11 (out of 11)
39
256
* Tons of coal. **Rank among shipping mines in Franklin County.

After the mine closed, it surface property reportedly was sold for non-payment of taxes
(Bill Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004). A Mr. Woosely purchased the property
and hoped to salvage out some of the equipment that had been left down in the mine.
This equipment included six coal loaders the mining company had purchased and
installed shortly before the mine closed. The mine, however, had filled with water since
the cessation of mining operations (the pumps have being shut down), and Woosely was
not able to salvage much from belowground. Ralph and Cecelia Adelsberger later
purchased the property. They, in turn, sold the piece of land encompassing the surface
complex to the Sullivan family in the early 1960s (Cecelia Adelsberger, pers. comm., 22
February 2005). The Sullivans constructed a sawmill on the site and converted several of
the mine buildings for storage and workshop space. They also used a portion of the old
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office building as office space for their sawmill business. Bill Sullivan continues to
reside on property his father purchased in 1960s. Although he no longer operates the
sawmill, he still splits and sells lumber on site (Bill Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December
2004).
Previously Reported Sites: None.
Previous Surveys: No previous archaeological surveys are known to have been conducted in
the immediate the project area.
Regional Archaeologist Contacted: No regional archaeo logist was contacted.
Investigation Techniques: A pedestrian survey was conducted over the entire area over which
the historic mine’s surface complex extended (see Figure 10). Aboveground structural
remains were documented through photographs (35mm color film) and, where
appropriate, with scaled line drawings. Documentary research was conducted at
Southern Illinois University (Edwardsville), the Illinois State Archives (Springfield), and
Illinois State Library (Springfield), in order to locate any historic maps that might
illustrate the surface complex at the mine, and to obtain specific production data
contained in the Annual Coal Reports. Two historic photographs of the mine site were
found on the Library of Congress’ Website. The current landowner, William (Bill)
Sullivan, was interviewed regarding the history of the mine site and mine-related
features. Cecelia (“Cecel”) Adelsberger also was interviewed. Mrs. Adelsberger is a
life-long resident of Freeman Spur and was employed at Mine No. 5 between 1942 and
1950.
Time Expended: 16 man-hours (in field)
Sites/Features Found: The survey resulted in the documentation of a number of standing
structures, foundation ruins, and landscape features associated with the Taylor Mine.
Photographs and drawings of these features are attached below. Reference Figure 10 for
feature locations.
Feature 1 is an extant single-story, brick building with a low-sloped, front-gabled roof
that measures 25’-2” (north/south) by 73’-10” (east/west) (see Figures 12 through 23).
The brickwork is rather ornate for a mine building. The wall surface is broken up into a
series of panels by pilasters. The windows and door openings are located within these
panels, and there is corbelled brickwork above and below the openings. The roof has
deep eaves with exposed rafter ends. Although not overly elaborate, the architectural
detailing on the office building is representative of the Arts and Crafts movements in
vogue at the time of the mine’s development. The office was the most public building at
the mine site, and the mining company evidently wanted it to have some degree “class.”
At its essence, however, the building is very utilitarian and industrial in character. The
sashes are of steel frame-construction and are very large, having twenty lights. A sixlight panel in the lower part of the windows opens inward for ventilation. No trim is
present around the windows. There also is a bay window on the south side of the office
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that is of steel-frame construction. Originally, a pent roof measuring approximately 6’-6”
deep extended from the bay window to the southwest corner of the building. This roof
sheltered the two exterior doorways leading into the building. Riveted steel trusses were
used to support the roof of the building, rather than wood joists and rafters.
The interior of the building is divided into three rooms. The western of these measures
22’-2”x20’-9” and served as a personal office for the mine superintendent. The room
also was used for meetings and was equipped with a telephone (Cecelia Adelsberger,
pers. comm., 22 February 2005). A doorway in the east wall of the office opens in a
center room, which is a larger office space, measuring 22’-2”x34’-4”. This central room
accommodated the remainder of the mine office staff. The bay window mentioned
previously extends off the south side of this room. The bay fronted a platform scale on
which rail coal cars were weighed. The scale pit was level with the tracks, and the
weight would register on a scale located inside in the bay window.1 There was a
ticketing machine in the office for issuing receipts. After Cecelia Adelsberger was hired
to work in the office in 1942, a small bathroom was added in the northeast corner of the
central room. The bathroom was equipped with a toilet and sink (Cecelia Adelsberger,
pers. com., 22 February 2005). The walls and fixtures associated with this bathroom
have since been removed. The two office rooms in the building were heated with coalburning stoves vented through a chimney in their common wall. The interiors of the
offices were quite Spartan: exposed brick walls covered paint, beadboard ceilings, and no
trim. The doorway between the two offices has a paneled wood door, but the casing is
steel, as are those on the exterior doorways.
The third room in the office building is a vault measuring 22’-2”x14’-2”. The vault held
the mine payroll and important records, and accordingly it was fireproofed. It is
windowless and is protected by 1’-thick brick walls and a reinforced-concrete ceiling. As
an added fireproofing measure, the sole doorway accessing the vault was deepened and
has a double set of doors. The vault doors were of steel construction, as were the jambs.
Another fire-fireproofed vault was documented at the Hoosier Mine, situated outside
Mount Olive in Macoupin County, but this was much smaller than the one described here
(Stratton 2002).
The size of the office staff appears to have been relatively modest, at least in the later
years of the mine’s operation. Cecelia Adelsberger believes there may have been three or
four individuals working there at one time, but during her period of employment (19421950), the staff consisted only of her and the mine superintendent. Adelsberger kept the
timesheets and dealt with payroll and general accounts. She also often weighed out the
coal cars, although there sometimes was a “boy” who managed the scales (Cecelia
Adelsberger, pers. comm., 22 February 2005).
After the Sullivans acquired the mine property, they used the western room in the
building as the office for their sawmill operation, while the other two rooms were used
for general storage. Persistent leaks in the roof eventually forced the family to stop using
1

This scale pit is illustrated on the historic mine map (see Figure 8) but is no longer evident above grade.
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the building altogether (Bill Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004). Large sections of
the roof have deteriorated, leaving the building exposed to the weather.
Feature 2 is a scale pit that is located directly southwest of the office building (see
Figures 24 and 25). The pit is constructed of poured concrete and measures 11’-4”x38’0”. There is a small extension on the north side of the feature, in which the registering
beam and scale would have been located. A small frame scale house possibly was
located above this extension. All of the scale equipment in the pit has been removed, as
has the decking. There are earthen ramps leading up to the east and west ends of the pit.
Historically, Feature 2 was used to weigh trucks carrying coal sold to the local trade.
Cecelia Adelsberger remembers trucks being lined up for miles waiting for coal at the
mine during a particularly cold period in 1944 or 1945 (Cecelia Adelsberger, pers.
comm., 22 February 2005).
Feature 3 is an extant one-story, brick supply house that located 39’ northwest of the
mine office (see Figures 26 through 36). The two buildings run parallel to one another
and are separated by a dirt driveway. In respect to its dimensions and exterior detailing,
the supply house is virtually identical to the office. Its interior is quite different however.
The building is divided into three rooms, the largest of which is a 22’-2”x56’-10” room
that historically was used as a warehouse for storing parts and equipment used on the
surface and belowground at the mine. This room is well lit by eight large windows and
can be entered through two exterior doorways, which are located opposite one another in
the north and south elevations. The north doorway retains its original configuration and
has a set of hinged steel doors. The southern entrance has been widened, by removing a
section of wall to either of it, and a sliding door has been added. Original shelving
extends across the east end of the supply house. The shelving rises from floor to ceiling
and is divided into cubicles for holding parts and hardware.
There are two rooms located on the west end of the building, each of which can be
entered through separate exterior doorways on the west elevation. The southern of these
rooms measures 10’-7-½”x13’-7”, has a single window on the south, and has an interior
doorway leading into the warehouse room on the east. A chimney vent for a stove is
present in the east wall. There also is a set of lockers in the southeast corner of the room,
although it is not certain whether these date from the period the mine was in operation.
This room was used as an office by the “boss” (i.e. foreman) supervising the operations
in the building (Bill Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004; Cecelia Adelsberger, pers.
comm., 22 February 2005). Located to the north of the office is a washroom measuring
10’-10”x13’-7”. This room was equipped with a shower stall, toilet, and sink. It also had
lockers along its east wall and a clothing (or towel) rack along the south. Although most
of these fixtures have been removed, there locations are still evident. The washroom was
reserved for use by the mine superintendent at the mine (Bill Sullivan, pers comm., 3
December 2004; Cecelia Adelsberger, pers. comm., 22 February 2005). A thermometer
originally was attached to the exterior face of the west wall of the building. The faceplate
the thermometer is still present, though the thermometer itself has been removed.
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Feature 4 is a large side-gabled, concrete-block washhouse and lies on a slight rise
northwest of the supply house (see Figures 37 through 42). Mine personnel used this
facility to change clothes and to clean up at the end of their shift. It reportedly is the
second such structure at the mine site and was built to replace an earlier frame building
that was destroyed in a fire (Bill Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004). The actual
date of construction for the existing washhouse is unknown. The building measures 31’6” (north/south) by 138’-9” (east/west) and is aligned to the south bank of the mine
retaining pond. On its interior, the washhouse originally was divided into four rooms.
The bulk of the interior was taken up by two large changing rooms—both measuring 30’2”x52’—that were separated by a common shower/washroom measuring 21’-4”x30’-2”.
Each changing room had its own exterior entrance, although interior access between the
rooms was allowed through the shower room. Rather than using lockers, the miners at
Mine No. 5 hoisted their clothes and personal belongings up on an overhead pulley
system. This was done for security, as well to allow work clothes to air out. Similar
systems have been documented at other mine sites in Illinois, including the Ruby Mine
(St. Clair County) and the Royalton Mine (Franklin County) (Stratton and Mansberger
2005; Mansberger 1995). A third changing room was located on eastern end of the
washroom. This chamber was smaller than the others, measuring only 10’-0”x30’-2”,
and was completely separate from the rest of the building. There is a floor drain at the
north end of the room, which suggests that sinks and/or showers were located in this area.
This smaller changing room reportedly was reserved for mine foremen (Bill Sullivan,
pers. comm., 3 December 2004; Cecelia Adelsberger, pers. comm., 22 February 2005).
Originally there was a series of monitors running down the ridge of roof to assist in
ventilating the building, but these have since been removed. Although the building
certainly would have been heated during the winter, a former mine employee at Mine No.
5 claimed the washhouse was coldest he ever experienced during his mining career (Bill
Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004).
Bill Sullivan was told that white miners were assigned to one of the large changing rooms
in the washhouse, while black miners used the other (Bill Sullivan, pers. comm., 3
December 2004). Cecelia Adelsberger, however, does not remember the washhouse as
being segregated during her period of employment at the mine (Cecelia Adelsberger, pers
comm., 22 February 2005). If the washhouse was segregated, it does seem curious that
each race was afforded its own changing area and yet shared a common shower room.
The washhouse at the Royalton Mine also had three separate changing rooms, believed to
be based on race and hierarchy, but they each had their own shower area and were not
interconnected (Mansberger 1995:18, 40).
After the Sullivan family acquired the property, they converted the washhouse into a
workshop. They removed some of the interior walls and widened two of the exterior
doorways to allow vehicle access. Even so, the original floor plan remains clearly
evident. Similarly, although much of the original fixtures have been removed, remnants
of the overhead pulley system, wiring, and lighting fixtures are still present.
Feature 5 is a concrete pad located directly west of the washhouse. Only the eastern
portion of this pad is visible, the remainder being obscured by soil, detritus, and
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overgrowth. The historic mine map illustrates a large building at this location, measuring
approximately 30’x100’. This structure reportedly served as a carpenters’ shop (Bill
Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004). The shop appears in the background of the
historic photograph attached below as Figure 5. This image suggests that the building
was of frame construction.
Feature 6 is a series of concrete piers that define the southern extent of the tipple complex
(see Figure 43). This complex consisted of the headframe, which was located over the
hoisting shaft and provided the mechanism by which men and material were moved into
and out of the mine, and a connected preparation plant where the coal was screened,
sorted, and then dumped into waiting railcars. Historic photographs of the tipple are
attached below as Figures 4 and 5. Its footprint also is illustrated on the historic mine
map (Figure 7), which shows five rail lines passing beneath its south end. The
superstructure of the tipple has been completely removed, and a sawmill building has
been constructed on the same location.
Feature 7 is a depression marking the location of the main hoisting shaft at the mine.
After the mine was abandoned the shaft was infilled with debris. However, this fill
material has since settled and water has accumulated in the resulting depression.
Feature 8 is the foundations for the combination hoist-engine and boiler house (see
Figures 44 and 45). This building was located west of the mine tipple and measured
approximately 53’ (north/south) by 104’ (east/west). It had brick walls, which have been
reduced down to their lowest courses. On its interior, the building was divided into two
main rooms: a hoist engine room on the east, measuring approximately 38’ deep, and a
larger boiler room, roughly 65’ deep, on the west. There is a series of utility chases
beneath the floor of the hoist engine room. The boiler room section of the building is
filled with brick debris from the demolished walls and boiler casings. Feature 8 is
covered with dense vines and undergrowth. A historic photograph showing the hoist
engine/boiler house is attached below as Figure 6.
Feature 9 is the ruins of a fan house and is located in the southwestern corner of the site
(see Figures 46 through 50). This structure was located adjacent to a secondary mine
shaft that was used primarily for ventilation but also served as an escapement shaft in
event of a disaster underground. The fan house is fairly typical of those found at other
coal mines in Illinois, in that it was divided into two main rooms: one housing a rotating
fan that generated air flow within the mine; and the second containing the engine and
equipment driving the fan. Although the engine room remains largely intact, the
remainder of the building has been reduced down to its foundations. The engine room
measures 10’-9”x26’-7” on the exterior and is masonry construction. Three of its walls
are built of brick, while its north wall (the common wall between it and the fan room) is
of poured concrete. Concrete also was used for the foundations and the shed roof. The
engine room can be entered through a single doorway in its south side. There are two
windows, one on the east and another on the south. The fan engine was mounted on a
concrete pad on the east end of the room.
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The only opening between the engine and fan rooms is a 2’-square cutout in their
common wall, through which the axle (or drive-shaft) for the fan passed. Based on the
height of this cutout above the ground, the fan minimally was 8’ diameter. The other end
of the axle rested on a large concrete pier with battered sides. The tie-down bolts for the
axel mount are still evident. The fan originally was covered with a steel shroud, which
was salvaged out (along with the fan and engine) after the mine closed. The air shaft is
capped with concrete debris.
Feature 10 represents the remains of a small structure reportedly used as a cap house (Bill
Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004). Blasting caps typically were stored in a
separate building from primary explosive materials (e.g. permissible explosives,
dynamite), in order to reduce the chance for accidental detonations. The cap house has
been reduced down to its foundation, which consists of a concrete pad measuring 6’x7’.
Hard-pressed, red brick are scattered around the pad, which suggests that the walls were
constructed of brick. A 2’-1”x2’-1” concrete footing in which a T-shaped steel beam is
incased is located immediately north of the cap house. The steel beam, which has been
hacked off flush with the top surface of the footing, may have supported a guide wire of
some sort (Bill Sullivan, pers. comm., 3 December 2004). There is 2’-4”-wide, poured
concrete foundation located east of the footing. This foundation, whose historic use is
unclear, appears to have supported a brick wall. The lower course of brick remains in
situ.
Feature 11 is the foundations of the powder house, where explosives used for blasting
coal where stored. The powder house was located in an isolated setting at the far western
end of the mine site, in order to limit damage in the event of an explosion. It is separated
from the cap house (Feature 10) by approximately 275’. The Annual Coal Report
indicates that the Taylor No. 5 Mine used traditional black powder for blasting early in its
history and later converted over to permissible explosives. The building foundations are
poured concrete and very substantial in character, consisting of three parallel footings
measuring 3’ to 4’ wide and 10’ long. The building measured 10’x16’ overall. We do
not know what the superstructure looked like, although powder houses at other mine site
typically were of masonry construction. A modern frame shed with steel siding is built
on the powder house foundations (see Figure 51). The shed and foundations will not be
impacted by the proposed mine reclamation project.
Landscape Features: There is a large retaining pond located on the north side of the mine
site. The pond is manmade and has a berm extending around part of its perimeter. It was
intended to hold water pumped from mine, as well as to collect rainwater. The water
stored there was used for a variety of purposes around the mine site, such as supplying
the boilers and for fighting fires.
Cultural Material: None collected
Collection Technique: The field investigation was aimed at the documentation of building
remains, rather than the collection of artifacts.
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Curated at: Notes and drawings are curated at Fever River Research, Springfield.
Area Surveyed (acres and square meters): Approximately 22.2 acres (89,840 square meters).

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located no archaeological material [in this portion of
the site]; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) does(do) not
meet requirements for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase I archaeological reconnaissance has located archaeological materials; site(s) may meet
requirements for National Register eligibility; further testing is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) does(do) not meet requirements
for National Register eligibility; project clearance is recommended.
Phase II archaeological investigation has indicated that site(s) meet requirements for National
Register eligibility; formal report is pending and a determination of eligibility is
recommended.
[We do not consider the Taylor No. 5 Mine Site to be eligible to the National Register of
Historic Places under Criteria A, B, or C. However, we do consider the site to be eligible
under Criterion D. This assessment is based on the archaelogical data the mine site has
provided regarding the expression of social/racial status within the built environment of a
coal mine. The office building (Feature 1), supply house (Feature 2), and washhouse
(Feature 3) are considered contributing elements to the site. The remaining features
identified during the survey are non-contributing elements.
The only contributing feature to be impacted by the proposed abandoned mined lands
reclamation project is the mine office. The significant archaeological data this building
offers is structural and has been adequately documented with photographs, scaled line
drawings, and field notes, supplemented by oral history. No further documentation is
required. We recommend clearance for the proposed undertaking.]
Comments: Like all historical properties assessed within the context of cultural resource
management, the value of the Taylor No. 5 Mine Site and its individual components
ultimately is determined by their eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places.
Eligibility to the National Register is based on four broad criteria that are defined by the
National Park Service and used to guide the evaluation process. These criteria state that,
“the quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, and culture is
present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and”
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A) that are associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or
B) that are associated with the lives of persons significant to our past; or
C) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose component may lack individual distinction; or
D) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
prehistory or history.
A property may quality under one or more the above criteria, provided: 1) that it is
historically significant, through its association with an important historic context; 2) it
retains the historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its significance; 3) and,
in the case of archaeological sites, it offers information that can answer relevant research
questions and fill in gaps in the historical record. Abandoned coal mines represent an
unique type of cultural resource. In order to better assess the significance of these
properties, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has sponsored “Pick, Shovel,
Wedge, and Sledge”: A Historical Context for Evaluating Coal Mining Resources in
Illinois (Mansberger and Stratton 2005). This report provides the basis by which the
National Register criteria can be applied to coal mine sites in Illinois.
As discussed by Mansberger and Stratton (2005) and briefly touched on above, Franklin
County was one of the most important centers of coal production Illinois (and arguably
the United States) during the first half of the twentieth century. The pace at which the
county’s coal industry expanded during the first two decades of the century truly was
remarkable, and it encouraged tremendous economic and population growth in the area.
In some instances, whole new towns developed around the mines, Zeigler and Royalton
being two of the more prominent examples.
The Taylor No. 5 Mine was part of the first generation of coal mines developed in
Franklin County. Opened in 1908, the facility operated for over four decades before
finally closing in 1950. It thus bridges two distinct periods of coal mining in Illinois that
Mansberger and Stratton (2005) discuss as the “Post-Railroad, Early Machine-Production
Era” (1880-1915) and the “Golden Age of Coal Mining in Illinois” (1915-1945). The
transition between these periods saw dramatic changes in the character of coal mining in
Illinois, with shipping mines generally becoming larger and more mechanized. Although
spanning both eras, the Taylor Mine had more in common with the latter. Very early in
its history, the mine functioned entirely as a Steam-Powered, Hand-Operated Mine. By
1915, however, it had started to shift over to a Steam-Powered, Mechanized Mine.
Power primarily was steam generated, but the mining was being increasingly done with
coal cutters and motors. The surface complex of the mine appears to have been updated
in the 1920s, following its acquisition by the Franklin County Coal Corporation.

13

The economic impact of the Taylor No. 5 Mine is illustrated by the fact that the existing
community of Freeman Spur developed around it. At its peak of operation, the mine
employed nearly six hundred people, many of whom lived in the adjacent community.
Although Freeman Spur has declined since the mine was closed, the town persists and its
continued presence is testimony to the historic importance of the mine locally.
The significance of the mine site revolves around the extant washhouse, supply house,
and office documented there. The supply house and office at the mine stand out due to
the fact that they are “twins” of one another, having the same exterior dimensions and
architectural style. The fact that the same template could be used for two buildings
intended for very different functions reflects the growing professionalization and
standardization of mining design during the early twentieth century. Another thing
distinguishes the washhouse, supply house, and office is the expression of social
hierarchy among the mine work force in their floor plans. Mine sites were industrial in
character, and were by their nature utilitarian. Yet, they also were designed and occupied
by people of various racial, ethnic, and social backgrounds. While we have a good
understanding of the how coal mines functioned (their “nuts and bolts” aspects), we have
less of an understanding how, and to what extent, the built environment of a mine was
structured around the of the people who occupied it. The washhouse design followed at
Mine No. 5 acknowledged the social hierarchy in force there by providing the foreman
with their own changing/washroom, which was completely separate from those used by
the miners. The mine superintendent, in turn, had his own changing room integrated
within the supply house, which was set close to, but still detached from the washhouse.
This room afforded the superintendent an element of privacy not allowed the other male
workers at the mine, and also was equipped with something conspicuously lacking in the
other changing rooms—a toilet. The examination of the washhouse found no evidence of
toilets having been present, and Cecelia Adelsberger does not recall there ever being any.
Nor does she remember any detached latrines (She supposed the men just went wherever
they needed to). The very fact that the office lacked a bathroom of any kind says
something about the expectations of the office staff and the company employing them.
The superintendent might run the mine and enjoy certain benefits, but he still had to go to
a separate building to use the facilities. Indeed, the only reason a bathroom eventually
was installed in the office building reportedly was due to the hiring of Adelsberger, and
this bathroom was reserved exclusively for her, as the only woman employed at the mine.
Although Adelsberger was on the lower end of the pay structure, her gender won her a
privilege not even allowed the superintendent.
The design of the washhouse also provides insights into the relations between white and
black workers at the mine. Racial tensions pervaded the coal industry during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century. Black miners not only had to deal with an
ingrained race bias, but faced an additional hurdle in overcoming the early perception of
them being strikebreakers and scabs (a perception heightened by the violent strikes in
Virden, Pana, and Cartersville in 1898-1899). In time, blacks too were unionized and
joined their white counterparts in the United Mine Workers of America. Racial tensions
still remained, however, and mine owners had to find ways to accommodate both groups,
while also abiding by union contracts and safe and health legislation passed by the State.
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In the case of the Royalton Mine, which was located six miles west of Taylor No. 5 and
also was operated by the Franklin County Coal Corporation, white and black miners had
their own changing and shower rooms in the washhouse, completely separate from one
another. According to Bill Sullivan, the washhouse at the Taylor Mine also was
segregated racially, with each race being assigned to one of the two large changing rooms
in the building. Although Sullivan came by this information second hand, such a racial
division would not be unusual, given the example of the Royalton Mine. Moreover, it
would reflect the conditions in the surrounding community of Freeman Spur, where black
residents lived on one side of town and whites on the other. What is unusual, in the event
that the washhouse was in fact segregated, is that whites and blacks shared a common
shower room. Cecelia Adlesberger, however, does not remember the washhouse as being
segregated during her period of employment (1942-1950). She recalls the white and
black miners as being on good terms with one another. Of course, she also noted that
there were only around fifteen blacks working at the mine during this period, a number
perhaps too small for the forces of segregation to come into play. This is not to say that
black employment at the mine may not have been higher at an earlier date (we do not
know these statistics), and the washhouse may have then been segregated. In either
event, the washhouse informs us as to the racial conditions at Mine No. 5, as well as to
varying degree to which the Franklin County Coal Corporation implemented segregation
at its mines—information that can be applied toward the wider coal industry. The
building may be a physical representation of how racial tensions were addressed through
a “separate but equal” design; yet, one less strictly segregated than the model followed at
Royalton. It certainly illustrates that white and black miners could share the same
personal space—arguably the only such space they were afforded at a mine site—without
conflict and thus serves as a contrast to Royalton.
The office and supply house have witnessed some minor modifications and deterioration,
but still have good integrity, particularly from an archaelogical perspective. The
washhouse has seen comparatively more modifications, including the removal of one
wall and the widening of several doorways. Even so, the structure has good
archaeological integrity, and the floor plan remains clearly evident. Although the office,
supply house, and washhouse are all documented to some extent by the historic mine map
and through oral history, these sources do not adequately illustrate their form, interior
configuration, and use of space, which is data essential to understanding the hierarchical
and social issues discussed above. The buildings themselves represent a key source of
information in this regard.
A number of other major buildings/structures associated with the surface complex also
were documented at the mine site, including the tipple, the adjoining hoist-engine and
boiler house, carpenters shop, cap and powder houses, and fan house. These features are
all in ruins and do not represent significant sources of information.
We do not consider the Taylor No. 5 Mine Site to be eligible to the National Register of
Historic Places under Criteria A, B, or C. However, we do consider the site to be eligible
under Criterion D. This assessment is based on the archaelogical data the mine site has
provided regarding the expression of social/racial status within the built environment of a
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coal mine. The office building (Feature 1), supply house (Feature 2), and washhouse
(Feature 3) are considered contributing elements to the site. The remaining features
identified during the survey are non-contributing elements.
The only contributing feature to be impacted by the proposed abandoned mined lands
reclamation project is the mine office. The significant archaeological data this building
offers is structural and has been adequately documented with photographs, scaled line
drawings, and field notes, supplemented by oral history. No further documentation is
required. We recommend clearance for the proposed undertaking.

Surveyors: F. Mansberger, C. Stratton, A. Rieken
Survey Date: 3 December 2004
Report Completed By: C. Stratton and F. Mansberger
Fever River Research
P. O. Box 5234
Springfield, IL 62705
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TAYLOR COAL
COMPANY
MINE NO. 5 SITE

Figure 1. Composite of United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps of the Herrin and
Johnson City, Illinois quadrangles showing the location of the Taylor Coal Company Mine
No. 5 Site (USGS 1968, 1963).
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Figure 2. Two early-twentieth-century landownership plats showing the location of the
Taylor No. 5 Mine Site (circled) and surrounding vicinity. The TOP plat is a detail of
Denning Township Franklin County, while that at BOTTOM shows a portion of Herrin
Township, Williamson County. Neither plat illustrates the Taylor No. 5 Mine. The
community of Dillard, which was developed on account of the mine, is illustrated however.
The Illinois Steel Company and Interstate Fuel Company owned large tracts of land to the
east and south of the mine site (Sims and Sons 1918:23; Ogle 1908:11).
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Figure 3. Photograph of the Taylor Coal Company’s Possum Ridge Mine—later known as
Mine No. 5—taken circa 1918. This image shows a connected boiler house and hoist-engine
house at left and the mine tipple at right. The piles of dirt shown in the foreground may be
soil from the mine (Aiken 1918:147).
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Figure 4. Composite of two late 1930s plats of Denning Township, Franklin County (TOP)
and Herrin Township, Williamson County (BOTTOM), showing the location of the mine
site (circled) and surrounding vicinity. Note the network of railroads passing through and
near Freeman Spur (Hixson [1937], [1939]).
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Figure 5. Photograph of miners’ cottages at Freeman Spur, with the Franklin County Coal
Company Mine No. 5 in background. The mine tipple appears in the distance, in between
the two residences, while the mine office can be seen at the far right. Arthur Rothstein
took this photograph in January 1939 while working for the United States Farm Bureau
(Library of Congress LC-USF34-026947-D).
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Figure 6. Another photograph of the Franklin County Coal Company Mine No. 5 taken by
Arthur Rothstein in January 1939. The structure at right–center is the tipple and
preparation plant for the mine, and a number of rail cars can be seen passing beneath it to
be filled with coal. The structure to the left of the tipple is a combination hoist engine and
boiler house. An electrical substation appears in the left foreground. The building in the
background at far right is believed to be the carpenters shop (Library of Congress LCUSF34-026958-D).
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Figure 7. Composite of two USGS topographic maps showing the location of the Taylor
No. 5 Mine Site (circled). Although published in 1940-1941, these maps are updated
versions of maps produced from a 1908 survey and fail to show either the mine or
associated community of Freeman Spur (USGS 1939, 1940).
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Figure 8. Detail of a map of the surface complex and underground workings at Mine No. 5. This map was regularly updated
by the coal company as the mine expanded. It was last updated on April 15, 1950. Buildings whose remains were identified
during the survey have been labeled, with feature number, for clarity. Feature 10, the cap house, is not illustrated on the map
(Franklin County Coal Corporation 1950).
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Figure 9. A 1998 aerial photograph showing the Taylor No. 5 Mine Site. The heavy red line indicates site limits (USGS 1998).
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Figure 10. Site plan showing features identified during the survey of the Taylor No. 5 Mine Site (FRR 2005). Dashed lines
indicate the approximate outlines of buildings illustrated on the historic mine map but no longer readily visible above grade
(FRR 2005).
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Figure 11. General view of the mine site, looking east from the modern sawmill at the site.
Moving right to left, the buildings shown in the background are the mine office (Feature 1),
the supply house (Feature 3), and washhouse (Feature 4).

Figure 12. View of the mine office (Feature 1) looking north. The ramp leading up to the
scale pit (Feature 2) appears on the left of this photograph (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 13. View of the mine office, looking east. The supply house (Feature 3), appears in
the background (FRR December 2004).

Figure 14. Photograph of the bay window on the south side of the office building. This bay
was of steel-frame construction and looked out onto the scale pit and adjoining rail lines.
Remnants of the pent roof which formerly extended over the entrances to the building can
be seen to the left of the bay window (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 15. View of the office building looking southeast, showing the west and north
elevations (FRR December 2004).

Figure 16. Interior view of the western room in the mine office. This room possible served
as the personal office of the mine superintendent and/or manager. The doorway at right is
an exterior entrance, while that at left accesses a larger office room in the middle of the
building (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 17. Floor plan of the mine office (Feature 1). The interior space in the building was divided between two office rooms
and a vault. The vault was fireproofed and would have been used to store important records and the mine payroll.
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Figure 18. View of the southwestern corner of the west office room, showing the character
of the wall finish and window sash. The sashes are of steel construction and have a section
that pivots inward like a hopper window (FRR December 2004).

Figure 19. View of the middle room in the office building, looking east. This room also
served as an office when the mine was in operation. The doorway shown in the
background leads into the vault (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 20. Another view of the middle office, looking southeast and showing the exterior
entrance door (at right) and bay window (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 21. The two offices were heated by coal-burning stoves, which were vented through
a raised chimney located in the common wall. This chimney is shown in the photograph
above. It is unclear whether the stove shown in the foreground was in use when the mine
was still in operation (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 22. Two views of the "fireproofed" doorway accessing the vault on the east end of the office building. The doorway
was given extra depth (beyond the wall surface) and was equipped with interior and exterior doors, which are no longer
present (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 23. As an added fireproofing measure, the office vault had a poured-concrete
ceiling supported by steel I-beams (FRR December 2004).

Figure 24. View of the scale pit (Feature 2) located directly south of the mine office. As
can be seen from this photograph, the pit is heavily overgrown with brush and vines (FRR
December 2004).
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Figure 25. Another view of the scale pit, showing the chamber in which the counter
balance for the scale was located. All of the mechanical equipment for the scale has been
removed (FRR December 2004).

Figure 26. View of the supply house (Feature 3) at the mine site, looking north. This
exterior of this building is nearly identical to that the mine office, having the same
dimensions and architectural detailing (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 27. Exterior view of the supply house, looking northeast. The large sliding door
shown is a later addition (FRR December 2004).

Figure 28. View of the west elevation of the supply house, showing the exterior entrance to
the office and washroom on this end of the building (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 29. Detail of the south elevation of the supply house, showing the style of brickwork
used on this building and the adjoining office. Although these buildings were very
utilitarian in function, their brickwork is fairly ornate and clearly was influenced by the
contemporary Arts and Crafts movement (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 30. Another detail of the brickwork on the supply house, showing the corbelling
used below the window openings and the pilasters framing the wall panels. The brickwork
on the office building is identical to this (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 31. Floor plan of the supply house. Note the office and washroom on the western end of the building (FRR 2005).
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Figure 32. (LEFT) View of the shelving for parts on the eastern end of the warehouse room in the supply house. (RIGHT)
View of the paired steel doors on the north side of the building (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 33. View of the western end of the warehouse room in the supply house. The
doorway shown leads into the office located at the southwest corner of the building. Also
note the raised brick chimneys on the far wall; these vented stoves in the office and
adjoining washroom (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 34. (LEFT) View of the steel trusses supporting the roof in the supply house. Identical trusses are used in the office
building. (RIGHT). Interior view of the small office located in the southwest corner of the supply house, showing the stove
vent in the eats wall (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 35. (LEFT) View of the set of lockers found in the southeast corner of the office in the supply house. (RIGHT)
Photograph of the northwest corner of the washroom in the supply house, showing the entrance door. The paint line on the
wall adjacent to the door suggests that there may have been a rack here at one time (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 36. (LEFT) Photograph of the shower stall located in the southwest corner of the washroom in the supply house. This
room reportedly was reserved for use by the mine superintendent. (RIGHT) View of the northeast corner of the washroom.
The opening in the floor, with pipe sticking up, is believed to mark the former location of a toilet (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 37. View of the washhouse (Feature 4), looking north. The wide sliding doors
represent later additions to the building. Another modification made to the building
involved the removal of ventilation monitors from the roof (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 38. Floor plan of the washhouse, showing as-built conditions. The two large changing rooms were used by miners and
had a common shower room located between them. Mine foreman used a separate, smaller changing room on the east end of
the building (FRR 2005).
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Figure 39. (LEFT) Interior view of the washhouse, looking west from the east end of the building. (RIGHT) The partition
wall between the foreman and miners’ changing rooms has been removed, although the foundation for this wall is still evident
(and marked above with arrow) (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 40. Photograph of the brick-lined floor drain in the foremans' changing room in the
washhouse (FRR December 2004).

Figure 41. View of the ceiling tracks on which pulleys are mounted in the east miners’
changing room. Historically, miners would have hoisted their clothing and personal
belongings up on cables drawn through the pulleys (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 42. Detail of the roof framing the washhouse. The electrical conduits and light
fixture shown are original to the building. The round cut-out shown in the peak of the roof
marks the location of a ventilation monitor, which has since been removed (FRR December
2004).
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Figure 43. Photograph of the line of concrete piers (Feature 6) aligned along the south end
of the tipple complex. The building superstructure these piers once supported has been
completed demolished (FRR December 2004).

Figure 44. View of the foundations of the hoist-engine/boiler house (Feature 8) at the coal
mine. The remains of this large building have become overgrown with dense vegetation,
making photography difficult. The area shown in the image above is hoist-engine room
(FRR December 2004).
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Figure 45. View of the concrete footings (or mounts) for the hoist engine (FRR December
2004).

Figure 46. Exterior view of engine room for the fan house (Feature 9), looking north. The
window sashes and door have been removed, and some brick have been knocked out from
around a window opening in the east elevation (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 47. Exterior view of the fan engine room, looking east. The building’s narrow
footprint, brick construction, and shed-roof built of reinforced concrete are characteristics
shared by a number of other fan engine rooms previously documented at coal mine sites in
Illinois (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 48. (LEFT) Interior view of the fan engine room, showing the mount for the engine that powered that the fan. The
engine was removed long ago. (RIGHT) Detail of the northwest corner of the fan engine room. The north wall of the
structure is constructed of poured concrete, while the other three walls are of brick (FRR December 2004).
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Figure 49. Plan of the fan house (Feature 9) at the mine site (FRR 2005).
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Figure 50. View of the large concrete pier abutting the north side of the fan room. One
end of the axle for the fan was mounted on this pier (FRR December 2004).

Figure 51. Photograph of the small shed that presently occupies the site of the powder
house associated with the mine. The shed is modern but rests on the same foundations as
the powder house, which are discussed as Feature 11 (FRR December 2004).
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ILLINOIS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE RECORDING FORM
County: Franklin
Field Number:
Quadrangle (7.5'): Herrin (1968)

Site Name: Taylor No. 5 Mine Site

Revisit: N
State Site No.: 11FK215
Date Recorded: 2005.02.07

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (to quarter quarter quarter)
Align: SE
Align: SW
Align:
Align:

1/4s: NE SE SE
1/4s: NW SW SW
1/4s:
1/4s:

SE SE SE
SW SW SW

UTM Coordinates (by ISM): UTM Zone: 16

Section: 32
Section: 33
Section:
Section:

UTM North: 4,192,440

Township: 7 S
Township: 7 S
Township:
Township:

Range: 2 E
Range: 2 E
Range:
Range:

UTM East: 323,864

Ownership: Private

ENVIRONMENT
Topography: Upland Ridge
Nearest Water Supply: Intermittent
Soil Association: Markland—Colp—Del Rey

Elevation (in meters): 119
Drainage: Big Muddy

Description: The site is located within the town of Freeman Spur, on the eastern edge of a low elevation once referred to

colloquially as “Possum Ridge.” The site is covered with a mixture of weeds, brush, and forest and is
bordered on the north by a retaining pond.

SURVEY
Project Name: Taylor No. 5 Mine Survey
Ground Cover (List up to 3): Weeds
Brush
Survey Methods (List up to 2): Pedestrian
Site Type (List up to 2): Commercial

Site Area (square meters): 56,286
Visibility (%): 0
Standing Structures: Y

Forest

SITE CONDITION
Extent of Damage: Moderate
Main Cause of Damage: Vandalism

MATERIAL OBSERVED
Number of Prehistoric Artifacts (count or estimate):
Prehistoric Diagnostic Artifacts:
Prehistoric Surface Features:

Number of Historic Artifacts (count or estimate): 0
Historic Diagnostic Artifacts: N
Historic Surface Features: Y

Description: The survey documented a number of standing structures and foundation ruins associated with the coal mine formerly
active on this site. A retaining pond/basin associated with the mine also was documented.

TEMPORAL AFFILIATION (check all that apply)

Colonial (1673-1780):

Prehistoric Unknown:
Paleoindian:
Archaic:
Early Archaic:
Middle Archaic:

Pioneer (1781-1840):
Frontier (1841- 1870):
Early Industrial (1871-1900):
Urban Industrial (1901-1945): Y
Post-War (1946-present): Y

Late Archaic:
Woodland:
Early Woodland:
Middle Woodland:
Late Woodland:

Mississippian:
Upper Mississippian:
Protohistoric:
Historic Native American:
Historic (generic):

Description:
Surveyor: C. Stratton, A. Rieken
Site Report by: C. Stratton
IHPA Log No.:
Compliance Status:

Institution: FRR
Institution: FRR

Survey Date: 2004.12.03
Date: 2005.01.13
IHPA First Sur. Doc. No.:

Curation Facility:

NRHP Listing:
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SURVEY
LIMITS

TAYLOR
NO. 5 MINE
SITE

Composite of United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps of the Herrin and Johnson
City, Illinois quadrangles showing the site limits for the Taylor No. 5 Mine Site. The red
dashed line indicates survey limits (USGS 1968, 1963).
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