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INTRODUCTION
Since the dawn of the twentieth century, the introduction of new building materials (such
as concrete, composite wood products and plastics) and associated new construction techniques
has dramatically changed the face of our built environment. Although the nineteenth century
was one of social and technological change associated with the industrial revolution, the
nineteenth century building trades were labor intensive, traditional crafts more typical of the preindustrial eighteenth century than today's modern era.
Several vernacular buildings, situated on land owned and/or managed by the Illinois
Department of Conservation (IDOC), recently have come to the attention of the IDOC. In an
effort to determine the proper management of these historic properties, the IDOC contracted with
Fever River Research to conduct archival research, structural documentation and context
development to determine the potential National Register of Historic Places eligibility of these
structures.
Log construction represents a traditional construction technique employed by a wide
range of builders in timber rich environments. Some of the earliest and most primitive pioneer
housing in Illinois was of log construction. In contrast, many substantial log houses were
constructed by more fortunate and economically well established individuals during the
nineteenth century. Although often perceived as a building technique associated with the early
settlement period, log construction persisted into the early twentieth century in isolated, timber
rich areas such as Calhoun and Jersey Counties. This report evaluates the National Register of
Historic Places eligibility of log houses at Pere Marquette State Park (Jersey County), the
Mississippi River Palisades State Park (Carroll County), Ten Mile Fish and Wildlife Area
(Hamilton County) as well as the Cache River State Natural Area (Johnson County).
Similarly a wide range of nineteenth century structures, built for permanence, were
constructed in Illinois using native, quarried stone as a construction material. Certain districts
(such as along the Illinois, Mississippi, Rock, and Fox River Valleys as well as the mature
landscape of northwestern Illinois) are noted for their vernacular stone buildings. Stone
buildings (a farmhouse and associated barn) were evaluated for their National Register of
Historic Places eligibility at the Pere Marquette State Park in Jersey County.
Lime, the chief component of both mortar and plaster, was an important building material
used by the construction trades during the nineteenth century. With its vast limestone resources,
commercial lime production was an early Illinois industry that contributed to the industrial
growth of the state. An intact, middle nineteenth century limekiln at the Pike County
Conservation Area also was evaluated for its National Register eligibility.
The National Register of Historic Places eligibility of vernacular buildings such as those
discussed in this report generally have been difficult to assess. These buildings are often small,
mundane structures built for, or by, families of lower socio-economic standing. These buildings
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are not high style structures and generally lack decorative elements associated with popular
styles. As such, these buildings are often difficult to place into standard categories based on
stylistic attributes (and as will be discussed later, the form of the building becomes more
significant than its stylistic characteristics). Similarly, vernacular structures such as the log
houses discussed in this report are seldom found in an original or "as-built" condition. Such
buildings are often found encased in later remodelings and additions, seldom giving the
impression of a traditional log building. Nonetheless, these structures contain a wealth of
information that has the potential to document a way of life that has changed dramatically since
the nineteenth century.
The initial chapters in this report are organized by county and state facility. In these
initial pages, we present a short historical context for each facility and then summarize the
archival and architectural research conducted at each location. The final chapters develop
context statements for log and stone construction as well as lime production in Illinois. We then
use these context statements to evaluate the National Register of Historic Places eligibility of the
specific structures identified on IDOC land.
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PERE MARQUETTE STATE PARK (JERSEY COUNTY)
GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING
Pere Marquette State Park is situated in western Jersey County overlooking the juncture
of the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. Rosedale and western Quarry Townships lie in a driftless
area that apparently was not glaciated during the Pleistocene. Much of the terrain in the park is
dissected by steep, narrow ridges that are divided by ravines up to 90 meters deep. These ridges
were covered by a thick mantle of wind-blown loess during the Wisconsian Age. Since that
time, loess has been gradually eroded down-slope, exposing limestone formations at many points
and forming a terrace along the bluff facing the Illinois River Valley (Clifton 1990:138). The
floodplain, with its numerous back water ponds and marshes, varies between 1 mile to 1 1/2
miles in width. Major water courses in the area include Otter Creek and Coon Creeks, which are
respectively located in northern and central Rosedale Township.
At the time of Euro-American settlement, most of Rosedale Township was covered by an
oak/hickory forest. The few openings in the forest were found on the river bottom, where there
were occasional stretches of prairie (Unites States General Land Office Plat 1833: vol.19, p.52).
While much of this timber growth would eventually be cleared away, Rosedale Township was
depicted as being predominantly covered by forest as late as 1872 (Andreas 1872:82).
The first documented Euro-American settlement in what now is Jersey County, occurred
in the fall of 1815, when Daniel Allen, his three sons, and Paul and James Harriford settled in
Section 13 in current Jersey Township. These men remained at this location for only one year
before moving on. Within a year of their departure, however, other settlers began to arrive and
spread throughout the county (Continental 1885:72). Settlement was gradual, but relatively slow,
until the early 1830s. At that time, there was an influx of immigrants to the county, many of
whom became established along the prairie-timber border in present-day English, Otter Creek,
and Mississippi Townships. Settlement was particularly heavy in Otter Creek Prairie and
Lofton's Prairie. The vast majority of the early settlers in Jersey County were southerners who
had emigrated from such states as Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky (Clifton 1990:156).
Settlers heading to Jersey County generally would have come by way of Madison
County. During the 1830s, a road ran north from Madison County and passed through the
Lofton Prairie and Otter Creek Prairie settlements, before continuing north to Carrolton, the
county seat of Greene County. This road was the southern leg of a longer road corridor that ran
parallel to the Illinois River via Naples, Peoria, and Chicago (Burr 1834). Much of the
settlement of the lower Illinois River Valley was conducted along this corridor, and Jersey
County had far more immigrants passing through it, between 1820 and 1840, than were actually
settling there. Settlers were particularly drawn to the "Sangamon Country" to the north, during
this period, and by 1840, the population density in portions of Morgan, Cass, and Sangamon
Counties was significantly higher than it was in Jersey County (Howard 1972:156; Leonard
3

1989:14). Jersey County, itself, wasn't separated from Greene County and officially organized
until February 1839. At that time, Jerseyville was selected as the county seat.
In 1832, a new road was completed that ran south from Carrolton. This road was
probably an improved version of the older trail, and it followed, for most of its length, the route
of its predecessor. Instead of turning east, towards Madison County, however, the new road ran
straight south, to the town of Grafton, which was situated at the juncture of the Illinois and
Mississippi Rivers.
Grafton's selection as the southern terminus of the road was largely the doing of James
Mason. Mason had ties to certain business interests in St Louis that were fearful of nearby Alton
developing as a trade rival. Mason hoped to weaken Alton's position by establishing Grafton as
the major point of trade in Greene County. The new road naturally directed southbound products
to Grafton, where they would then be ferried across the Mississippi and transported overland to
St. Louis, twenty miles away; products heading north from St. Louis were to follow the same
route. Alton was to be bypassed and denied any of the potential benefits from this trade
(Hamilton 1919:89-90).
By the time of the road's completion in 1832, Mason had purchased the site where
Grafton was to be located and had started operating a store there. In 1833, he obtained a license
for operating a ferry service across the Mississippi River. That same year, Mason, Silas
Hamilton, and a number of other businessmen incorporated what was called the Grafton
Manufacturing Company. The stated purpose of this company was to erect grist, woolen, and
cotton mills at Grafton, and to conduct a general mercantile, manufacturing, and shipping
business from that point. Mason and Hamilton both died in 1834, however, and their company
died with them (Hamilton 1919:90).
Nonetheless, Grafton did survive, and the town was formally platted by James Mason's
brother, Paris, in 1836 (Edwards 1993). Grafton residents, like those throughout the region,
experienced economic hardship in the years following the Panic of 1837, but the fortunes of the
town steadily improved. By 1840, Grafton had became the principle trading point in Jersey
County, and its prosperity was to grow as the amount of water-borne commerce carried on the
Illinois and Mississippi Rivers increased during the nineteenth century. The town's location made
it an ideal hub for the trade being conducted between the two rivers-- a role that assumed greater
significance following the completion of the Illinois and Michigan Canal in 1848 (Edwards
1993).
By 1860, a number of local industries had been established in Grafton. Boat
manufacturing had begun there in the late 1830's and, over the course of the century, the industry
was to expand and produce vessels ranging from dredge boats and barges to fishing skiffs.
Several gristmills had been built; one of these, run by William Allen, produced flour that was
shipped as far away as Boston, Massachusetts. A significant limestone industry had also
developed in Grafton by that time. The limestone in the bluffs behind the town was discovered
to be extremely durable and well suited for building purposes, and during the 1850's it began to
be quarried commercially. Once the rock was extracted, it was cut, and the finished blocks
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placed on barges for shipment. Grafton limestone saw heavy use in St. Louis, where it was used
in the construction of such projects as the Old Cathedral and the Eads Bridge. In 1867, there
were five quarries operating at Grafton, employing a total of 2,000 men (Edwards 1992:8,11).
Another shipping point in Jersey County was the town of Elsah, located four miles
downstream from Grafton. A post-office was established at Elsah in 1852, and in 1861 a grain
dealer from St. Louis constructed a warehouse and grain elevator there. The town was
incorporated in 1872. Six years later, a flouring mill was built, adjacent to the warehouse and
grain elevator (Continental 1885:272).
The most important town, away from the river, was Jerseyville. Founded in 1834,
Jerseyville was platted around a hickory grove in the north-central part of the township. The
town's initial growth was slow on account of it lying well east of the Grafton and Carrollton
Road. Sometime after 1835, however, a major road was built between Carrollton and Alton that
passed through Jerseyville (Burr 1835; Leonard 1989:7). This improvement no doubt proved an
economic boom and was probably an influential factor in Jerseyville being selected as the county
seat in 1839.
Smaller communities were located throughout the county. Two of the more significant
ones were Fieldon, in Richwoods Township, and Otterville, in Otter Creek Township. While
neither Fieldon nor Ottervile were particularly large, they prospered from a local trade. In 1872,
both towns had a number of stores, a blacksmith shop, and a gristmill in operation (Andreas
1872:7).
Agricultural production in Jersey County during the nineteenth century included wheat,
corn, oats, and some rye. Wheat and corn were the primary cash crops (Andreas 1872:5). For
most of the century, Jersey County farmers had to export their grain by steamboat, due to the
relatively late improvement of land transportation networks there. As late as 1853, Jersey
County had neither any plank roads, nor railroads [an absence that Rev. L. Grosvenor claimed
had caused Jersey County to be "crowded into a corner" by those neighboring counties that did
have such improvements] (Hamilton 1919:387-388). The Chicago and Alton Railroad was laid
through the southeast corner of Jersey County in 1854, but it passed through such a small
segment of the county that it had a minimal effect on transportation there (Hamilton 1919:357).
Railroad development in Jersey County occurred on a more significant level in years
following the Civil War. In 1865, the Alton and Jacksonville Railroad was extended from White
Hall, in Greene County, through Jerseyville; beyond Jerseyville, the railroad passed through
Delhi and on into Madison County, where it joined up with the old Chicago and Alton Railroad
at Godfrey. Trains began operating on the track during the spring of 1866 (Hamilton 1919:407).
By 1885, two more railroads had been laid through Jersey County. One of these was the
Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad, which passed through Ruyle Township in the
northeast corner of the county. The other railroad was the St. Louis, Jerseyville, and Springfield
Branch of the Wabash Railroad; it entered the county from the northeast, ran through Jerseyville,
and then headed south toward Elsah, where it ran along the Mississippi to Grafton (Continental
1885:56).
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The railroads had a dramatic impact on the older transportation routes in the county. The
stagecoach line between Jerseyville and Alton, for instance, was discontinued in 1866 after the
Jacksonville and Alton Railroad began operating. There was also a reduction in river commerce.
Elevators, grist mills, lumber yards, coal yards, and cattle yards were built along railroad rightof-ways, and farmers in eastern and central Jersey County found the rail lines more accessible
than the river landings (Hamilton 1919:407-408). Water-borne commerce would continue into
the twentieth century, but it fell far below pre-Civil War levels and could not match the amount
of commerce conducted by rail.
The railroad also encouraged the growth of a number of towns. The towns of East
Newbern, Delhi, Dow, and Kemper were all founded along rail lines. Jerseyville, which had two
lines passing through it, received an economic boost, and, between 1870 and 1919, its population
was to grow from 3000 to 5000. A less positive effect was that certain local industries suddenly
found themselves facing greater competition now that products from all over the state could be
easily shipped by rail to Jersey County. Local gristmills, for instance, found it difficult to
compete with larger milling interests, and none would still be in operation by the early twentieth
century (Hamilton 1919:408).
Railroad development had less of an effect in western Jersey County. No rail line passed
through this area, and the rugged, timbered terrain found there distinctly separated it from the
eastern and central parts of the county. Farming was more difficult in western Jersey County,
and the farmers there had to support themselves through a mixture of agriculture, horticulture,
and raising livestock. Level land along streams and on hilltops was cleared for the planting of
crops, while orchards were planted on hillsides (Clifton 1990:15). Orchards were common along
hillsides, and the region became noted for the fine fruit grown there (Hamilton 1919:474). There
were fewer roads in this part of the county, and the ones that did exist generally meandered their
way along ridge-tops or through hollows, offering little cross communication between them. As
no rail line passed nearby, commerce was conducted by steamboat well into the twentieth
century. There were landings at the mouths of Otter and Coon Creeks, and agricultural products
were regularly shipped out from those points (Hamilton 1919:474).
Rosedale Township, in particular, was noted for its ruggedness and rural isolation. The
first recorded settlement in the township was made by William LaRue, who built a cabin in
Section 8 sometime during 1818. In 1836, Joseph Hawkins platted out the town of Tenneriffe (in
Section 4) along the banks of Otter Creek. Three stores were established in Tenneriffe in the
years that followed. By 1840, however, none of the stores were still in business and the town
site was eventually turned over to agricultural use (Continental 1885:399). Later in the century,
business interests in the township became centralized around Rosedale and Nutwood. While
neither of these towns was ever incorporated, they were both significant in terms of their
respective locations.
Rosedale was located in Section 16 in Good Hollow. Two roads from the uplands
intersected at the upper end of the hollow, and a common road then passed through the hollow
and met up with the bluff-base road. Jones' Ferry, located on the Illinois River, lay only a mile
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or so to the west and any traffic heading to the ferry had to pass through Rosedale. The original
date of settlement at the town site is not known, but in 1870 James Sinclair established a postoffice and store there; a short time after that, a blacksmith shop was opened (Continental
1885:398,400). At some point, a schoolhouse also was built at the upper end of the hollow.
Nutwood lay to the north of Rosedale, in Section 4, on a terrace above Otter Creek. A
road running parallel to Otter Creek joined up with the bluff-base road just south of the town,
and a road from Fieldon passed right through it. A steamboat landing and warehouse were
located on Otter Creek Island, a mile and half west of Nutwood. During the nineteenth century,
the town was known as "Pittsburg," and, at that time consisted of little more than a cluster of
buildings (Andreas 1872:82; Ogle 1893:74). The town may have experienced some growth early
in the twentieth century, however, because it officially was platted sometime prior to 1916; it
was perhaps at this time that the town was renamed (Ogle 1916:17).
Lacking railroads and any towns of significant size, very little industry ever developed in
Rosedale Township. The industries that did develop made use of the resources most readily
available in the township: timber and limestone.
Lumber production in the township began in 1833, when a sawmill was constructed in
Section 11 along Otter Creek (Continental 1885:399). The industry expanded in the years that
followed, and in 1850, the Federal Census listed "lumberman" as one of the most common
occupations for adult males in Rosedale Township (Clifton 1990:156). Two decades later, while
much of the timber had been cleared off the bottoms and along streams, the majority of the
township was still depicted as being wooded (Andreas 1872:82). In 1885, H.D. Preble was
reported to be operating a steam powered saw mill in the township that was capable of sawing
6,000 feet of white-oak lumber daily; three men were employed in this operation (Continental
1885:398). That same year [1885], however, it was noted that the acreage devoted to agriculture
in Rosedale Township had surpassed that covered by timber. Although the significance of
lumbering was to drop, it played a major role in the economic endeavors of the local population
for many years to come (Continental 1885:396).
Less is known of the limestone industry in the township. An 1872 atlas, however, depicts
at least three quarries along the bluff line facing the Illinois River; two of these quarries are in
Section 21, while the other is in Section 28 (Andreas 1872:72). Although none of these quarries
were operated on the same scale as those at Grafton, the rock extracted from them would have
seen use locally.
In 1932, portions of the upland areas in Rosedale Township south of Good Hollow and
east of Coon Hollow were purchased by the State of Illinois. These lands were incorporated with
others purchased by the State in Quarry Township to the south, and were slated to be developed
for recreational and conservation purposes. In 1967, these properties were designated as Pere
Marquette State Park. The park currently comprises a total of 7,895 acres.
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Figure 1. Jersey County in 1872 (Andreas, Lyter and Company 1872).
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Figure 2. Location of the three log houses located in the Pere Marquette State Park, Jersey
County, Illinois.
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Figure 3. Location of the stone farmhouse at the Smith Site located in the Pere Marquette
State Park, Jersey County, Illinois.
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THE MORGAN SITE
Introduction. The Morgan Site is located in the N1/2, NE1/4, Section 34, Rosedale
Township in a rugged, isolated, upland setting within western Jersey County, Illinois. The site is
situated near the base of the eastern slope of St. Andrew Ridge, approximately 200 feet north of
an unnamed tributary of Coon Creek, and approximately one and one-quarter mile from the
Illinois River Valley trench. The hamlet of Rosedale lies approximately two and one-half miles
northwest of the Morgan Site.
Summary of Archival Research. The U.S. Government Land Office survey plats from
1833 and 1862 show no structures present at the Morgan site during the first half of the
nineteenth century. The terrain surrounding the site is noted on the plats as being timbered
(United States Government Land Office Plats 19:52; 46:30).
The Morgan Site is not documented on any of the available Jersey County atlases
(Andreas 1872, Ogle 1893, 1916). The 1872 atlas clearly shows the vicinity of the site as being
covered by timbered and the west branch of Coon Creek flowing nearby. In 1872 and 1892,
there were very few homes in that part of the township; the closest structures documented on
these plat to the Morgan Site was at least a half-mile away. Furthermore, no roads are shown as
being in the immediate vicinity of the Morgan Site in either the 1872 or 1893 atlases (Andreas
1872:82; Ogle 1893:74). By 1916, however, two roads passed very close to the site: the AltonJones Ferry Road followed the crest of St. Andrews Ridge; and a secondary road had been laid
through Coon Hollow (Ogle 1916:47).
Private land ownership of the Morgan Site dates to 1854. On September 18 of that year,
William Spaulding acquired the N1/2, NE1/4, Section 34 from the Federal Government by
warrant (Jersey County Deed Records). It is not known from where Spaulding originated. There
was an Amos Spaulding, however, who settled in Rosedale Township in 1828, and it is possible
that the two men were related (Continental 1885:397).
In February 1858, William Spaulding sold the N1/2, NE1/4, Section 34 to Edward A.
D'Arcy. It is of interest that Spaulding also sold several teams of oxen and a wagon only one
month prior to his selling the 80 acres of land (Jersey County Deed Record C: 273). Whether
these transactions are a sign of Spaulding experiencing financial difficulty or simply measures
taken by him to raise capital for other purchases is not known. Spaulding does appear, however,
to have remained in Jersey County for some time afterwards. In 1885, he was reported as living
on a farm in southern Greene County near the town of Kane (Continental 1885:395). It is
doubtful that Spaulding actually lived on the tract of land where the Morgan Site is situated.
The man Spaulding sold the property to, Edward D'Arcy, was a physician who lived in
nearby Jerseyville. D'Arcy was a native of New Jersey and had come to Jersey County in 1833.
Upon his arrival, he entered a claim in Jersey Township, near a tributary of Macoupin Creek; this
tributary would later be named DeArcy Creek-- a name it still bears. D'Arcy eventually
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established his residence in a former tavern known as the "Red House." When it was built in
1827, the "Red House" was the only frame house in the vicinity, and, given its function, it
naturally became a gathering place for the local populace during the early years of settlement.
The town of Jerseyville was platted around this structure (Continental 1885:150).

TABLE 1
Chain-of-Title for the Morgan Site

D'Arcy was reportedly a very skillful physician [even though he is claimed to have had
little interest in actively pursuing the profession], and he did very well for himself in Illinois
(Continental 1885:150). Over the years, the doctor acquired a significant amount of real estate,
owning land in Jersey, Christian, and Montgomery Counties, as well as lots in the towns of
Jerseyville and Grafton (Jersey County Order Record B: 166; Jersey County Deed Record
28:111). In 1863, at the time of his death, his personal estate was appraised at $10,000 (Jersey
County Probate Records).
Following Edward D'Arcy's death in 1863, the N1/2, NE1/4, Section 34 was passed on to
his widow, Mary. In 1865, Mary D'Arcy deeded the tract, along with a number of other
properties, to her daughter, Ann Caroline, who lived in Newark, New Jersey (Jersey County
Deed Record 28:111). Ann was married to Judge Frederick H. Teese, who served in the 44th U.
S. Congress (Continental 1885:150). The Teese family maintained ownership of the N1/2,
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NE1/4, Section 34 at least into the 1890s. F. H. Teese is designated as the owner of the tract in
1893 (Ogle 1893:74); but, by 1916, it was shown as being owned by an M. Fox (Ogle 1916:42).
Sometime between 1916 and 1926, the N1/2, NE1/4, Section 34 was deeded to a C.
Morgan (Hixson 1926). Compared to the earlier owners of the property, virtually nothing is
known of either C. Morgan or of the Morgan family. It can be said with reasonable certainty,
however, that it was during the Morgan family's ownership of the N1/2, NE1/4, Section 24 that
the tract was finally developed and the house and barn were constructed.
Local tradition provides two stories regarding the construction of these buildings at this
site. One story holds that a man with two daughters built them. The other story relates that there
were two sisters who lived "up the road" from this site, and when one of the sisters was married,
she and her husband moved to the tract and built the cabin and barn; afterwards, the other sister,
who remained unmarried, moved into the small frame building across the creek from the main
house (Unidentified IDOC employee; Personal Communication).
At some unknown time, the Morgan family eventually sold the N1/2, NE1/4, Section 34.
By 1969, the Wallace Miller family was listed as owning the tract of land (Rockford 1969:10).
In 1991, Wallace A. Miller sold the tract to the Illinois Department of Conservation (Jersey
County Deed Records).
Architectural Description. Presently, the Morgan Site consists of a small log house,
frame barn, frame shed, and foundation remains of two small outbuildings. Additionally, a trash
dump is located in the ravine immediately east of Outbuilding #2.
The log house is a 1 1/2-story, double pen structure with a rectangular footprint and gable
roof. Built into the side of the hill, the front is raised approximately 4 1/2' off the ground while
the rear of the building exits at ground level. An entrance door is centrally located in both the
front (south) and rear (north) elevations. Whereas the front elevation has two windows, the rear
has none. A single window is located in each of the gable end walls. Although the front porch
has collapsed, the Morgan House is in an as-built condition.
The Morgan House measures approximately 16'2" (north/south) by 24'2" (east/west).
The simple, two-room plan consists of a large (14'3" x 15'0") room on the eastern side of the
building, flanked by a smaller (8'4" x 12'3") room to the west. Although only the large room had
exterior doors, both rooms had two windows. A small closet (which never had a door) was
present beneath the steps within the smaller of the two rooms. A large porch (with a 7'6" wide
deck) spanned the entire length of the front of the house.
Whereas it is often assumed that the larger room in a two-room plan such as this
functioned as a traditional, multi-purpose hall (combined kitchen, dining room, living room), it
appears that this room functioned as a combination bedroom and living room. A set of bed
springs and sheet metal heating stove was found in this room. Similarly, the smaller rooms are
often assumed to represent the bedroom in these two-room plans. In this house, the small room
appears to have functioned as the kitchen. A flue hole was present in the ceiling suggesting that
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a stove was present in this room. Additionally, a "Coolerator" refrigerator was still present in
this room. A small storage closet, which appears never to have had a door, was located beneath
the stairs and probably functioned as a pantry. The ceiling height in the ground floor rooms was
8'0". Although it is assumed that the existing furnishings in this house reflect the use of the
rooms by the family that occupied it, it is possible that this room usage might reflect that of latter
hunters who may have used the building as temporary housing after it was abandoned.
Access to the single upstairs room (which probably functioned as a sleeping and storage
loft) was gained by a straight flight of stairs located along the north wall of the house. At the
ridgeline, the ceiling height in the loft is 10'3" to the base of the rafters. The knee walls along
each side of the loft are 3'10" in height.
A small cellar was located beneath this building. Although the majority of the area
beneath this house was a crawl space, carved into the southeast corner of the crawl space was an
area approximately 6' x 12' that was accessed through a small doorway located beneath the porch
deck. At its greatest, there is only about 4' head clearance in the cellar. Immediately outside the
cellar door, setting adjacent to the foundation wall, was the remains of a 10-gallon Bristol Glazed
crock. A light scatter of debris consisting of both glass and ceramic jar fragments was present
fanning out from the cellar door.
The foundations that support the Morgan House are of quarried stone construction laid up
with a relatively soft, Portland mortar. Whereas the foundation walls on the front and two sides
is approximately 16-18" in width, that along the rear wall is slightly over 26" in width and has
been buttressed with a concrete covering on its exterior.
The walls of the Morgan House were constructed using local hardwood logs
approximately 10-14" in diameter hewn to 6" in thickness. The logs were fairly uniform,
straight, and of a large diameter suggesting that the house had been manufactured from quality
timber. The corners of each log were joined using a half dovetail notch and were cut flush with
the wall plane suggesting that the individuals that built the structure had intended to side the
building at some future date. Whereas the sill plate is a log hewn square (6 - 6 1/2" x 10" in
size), the top wall plate consists of a log hewn only on its two outer surfaces. The end of each
wall plate log has been pegged into the side log wall.
The interstices between the logs have been filled with soft Portland mortar over
approximately 3' long rived oak billets. The exterior surface of the house is weathered and
appears not to have been whitewashed. Within the recent past, the east elevation of the building
has been covered with roll tarpaper roofing material.
The main floor joists in this building are log sleepers (small oak logs approximately 6" in
diameter, placed 28" on center, that have had their ends squared to rest on the hewn sill plate and
top surfaces adzed to receive the floor boards) typical of log house construction. The second
story floor joist over the larger east room consists of 2" x 6" circular sawn oak (?) placed 2'2" on
center. Those over the smaller, west room were 4 1/4" x 4 1/4" circular sawn oak. The ends of
the floor joist are supported by a 2" x 4" oak nailer that is attached to the inside surface of the log
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walls. The ceiling joist and the underside of the loft flooring were exposed to the downstairs.
The downstairs and loft flooring is 3/4" x 7 1/2" half lapped yellow pine boards. Except for the
nails within the exterior door trim, all the nails used in the construction of this house are wire
drawn varieties typical of the twentieth century.
The rafters in this house are 2" x 4" circular sawn oak placed on approximate 24" centers.
No ridge board was present; the rafters were simply butted together at the ridge. The rafter ends
are exposed (not boxed in). The roof, with its approximate 10-11" rise in a 12" run, is fairly
steeply sloped. The nailers which have been placed on the exterior surface of the rafters are
widely spaced 1" x 6" boards. The placement of the nailers suggests that the corrugated sheet
metal roof probably was original to the house. The gable end walls were framed in using 2" x 4"
circular saw oak studs. These gable end walls originally were covered with machine molded
yellow pine lap siding; at a later date, these walls were covered with roll tarpaper roofing
material.
Few interior walls were present in this house. The main interior wall, which separated
the two rooms of the house, was constructed using 2" x 4" circular sawn oak studs which were
sheathed on only one side (the larger, eastern room side) with horizontally placed yellow pine
boards. The wall forming the stair hall and small closet beneath the stair hall was constructed
using vertically placed yellow pine boards.
No chimneys were present within this house. A single flue hole was present in the loft
floor near the partition wall within the smaller west room. A similar hole was present in the
partition wall adjacent to the flue hole in the loft floor and allowed a flue from the larger east
room to connect with the vertical pipe passing through the floor and roof. A small sheet metal
heating stove and flue pipe was positioned near the eastern window in the larger of the two
rooms. As such, both cooking and heating was performed with wood burning stoves.
The front and back doors within this house were four panel machine made doors that
measured 2'9" wide by 6'4" in height. These doors had butt hinges and cast iron rim locks with
black ceramic knobs. The two interior doors were both of plank construction manufactured with
yellow pine tongue and groove boards. The door leading to the loft was 2'9" in width and that
leading to the small eastern room was 2'7" in width. These doors had machine stamped strap
hinges
Each of the two rooms on the main floor of the house had two double hung casement
windows. These windows measured 2'6" x 4'10". The sill is situated approximately 2' above the
floor. Each sash contained two windowpanes. Additionally, a sliding single sash window was
present in each of the gable end walls within the loft. These windows measured 2'6" x 3'0". The
unfinished log window "sill" was 3'7" from the loft floor. This single sash had two
windowpanes.
The interior door and window trim consisted of simple, rectangular (unmolded), painted 3/4" x
5" yellow pine. The interior surface of the log walls originally had been covered with newspaper
to create a more finished appearance and then apparently whitewashed. The only date that could
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be deciphered from the newsprint was May 7, 1913 --and suggests that this log house was
constructed potentially during the spring of 1913.
Very few alterations have affected the original integrity of the Morgan House. The most
significant changes through the years include the removal of the original rear porch deck (and the
pouring of a concrete deck), the reinforcement of the rear foundation wall with concrete, and the
covering of the gable end walls with asphalt roll roofing. One of the more modern
improvements that affected this farmstead was the introduction of electricity --which was used
mainly to power lights as well the refrigerator. Within the recent past, the front porch has
collapsed.
Several outbuildings were once associated with this farmstead. Two of these
outbuildings (a barn and a shed apparently used by the wife's sister as a house) are still standing.
Structural evidence suggests that two other outbuildings (a privy and second structure of
unknown function), were once present.
The barn is a large (26'3" x 39'2"), complex, frame structure with gable roof. This
building achieved its present configuration after two major additions. Sections of this structure
are in bad physical condition making the assessment of this building difficult to achieve.
The original portion of the barn measured 24'3" x 14’3" in size. The 6" x 8" hand hewn
oak sills (with their half lapped corners) rested on small stone piers. Each of the uprights
consisted of hand hewn 6" x 8" posts, 13'0" in length. The tops of the posts were tied together
with 2" x 6" circular sawn oak planks typical of plank wall construction. All the nails used in the
construction of this structure were wire drawn varieties typical of the early twentieth century.
The original roof structure has been removed. Presently, a single door is located along the north
elevation. Structural evidence (in the form of small door posts) in the south elevation suggests
that two doors may have been present along this side of the original building. No loft was ever
associated with this original barn. Although the original floor plan of this structure is difficult to
impossible to decipher, it is suspected that it functioned as a small horse barn with a couple of
stalls and storage space for feed and tack. The most recent use of this space was for hay storage.
The first addition onto the original barn consisted of a 12'0" wide extension onto the
eastern side of the building. Portions of this addition are badly deteriorated and difficult to
assess. To complicate the matter, two differing techniques (post on sill and post in ground) were
used to construct the walls of this addition, and, as such, it is not clear whether this "first
addition" to the building represents one or two episodes of construction. The post on sill
portions of this addition consist of 6" x 8" hand hewn sill resting on small stone piers with 13'0"
uprights. Several of the upright posts and sill had been replaced with 6-8" round posts set
directly into the ground.
When this addition was constructed, the gable roof that covered the original barn was
removed and a new gable roof constructed that covered the original barn and the new wing
addition. The configuration of the new roof structure suggests that this "addition" was
16

constructed in a single episode and extended the entire length of the original barn. This would
argue that the round posts set in the ground represent repairs to the earlier post on sill structure.
When initially constructed, the new wing addition onto the original barn appears to have
functioned as stabling area for horses. Additionally, small log joists were located over the north
stall, which created a small hay loft overhead. With the construction of this new wing onto the
barn, the original barn structure was converted to hay storage.
The final addition onto the barn consisted of an extension to the south that lengthened the
building approximately 15'. This portion of the building was constructed with 6-8" oak posts set
directly into the ground and was divided into three stall areas each with a separate feed bunk.
The roof consisted of an extension of the existing gable roof. Ceiling joists were 2" x 6" circular
sawn oak. The ceiling height in the stalls was very low (only 5'0") as were the animal entrance
doors (only 3'0" in height). These stalls apparently were for feeding sheep. A hay loft was
located above all three stalls. One of the partitions between two of the stalls was constructed
using riven planks. Similarly, the partition between the other two stalls was constructed using
riven pickets -- both woodworking technologies that were extremely antiquated by the early
twentieth century. Siding on the barn consisted of vertical 1" x 12" circular sawn oak planks.
The sister-in-law's "house" was a small, front gable, frame structure located
approximately 150' south of the main house, on the opposite side of the small creek that drained
this hollow. This house consisted of a single room that measured 12'3" x 14'2". It was entered
through a single plank door (2'9" in width). Two windows (double hung sash each with two
window panes) were present; one in the south wall, the other in the east wall. No windows were
present in the west wall. The ceiling height in this building was only 6'8".
Many of the interior furnishings in this room were still present and included a threedrawer dresser, General Electric "Stratoliner" range with deep fat fryer, small sheet metal heating
stove, and washstand with mirror. Attached to the west side of the single room structure was a
shed-roofed lean-to addition which function as a firewood and general storage room. Inside this
narrow (6'6" wide) room was a large storage trunk and electric hot water heater; firewood was
once stacked along the east wall. Although it is difficult to date the construction of this structure,
it probably was constructed circa 1915-40.
A small frame outbuilding, believed to have functioned as a privy, was located
approximately 80' north, and up slope, of the house. Little remains of this small structure other
than a few scattered remnants of wooden planks. Immediately east of the privy, along the banks
of a small gully, was located a trash dump that contained a wide range of early to middle
twentieth century debris.
Located approximately 50' east of the log house is the remains of another outbuilding.
This structure is represented solely by a 6" thick poured concrete foundation that is 10'0" x 12'0"
in size. Located within the south facing wall of this building, which was built into the side of the
hill, was an opening for a door (2'8" in width). Concentrations of large, pressed, apparently nonclay brick (which measured 2" x 6" x 8" in size) were found within and immediately around this
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structure suggesting that portions of the superstructure may have been constructed with this
material. Although the function of this building is unknown, the manner in which it was built
into the side of the hill and its general size suggest that it may have functioned as a storage cellar
and/or small summer kitchen.
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Figure 4. Morgan Site setting, circa 1941 (based on 1941 aerial photograph). The house, barn and pasture are located along
the bottoms and low slopes; row crops are located along the upland ridges; steep slopes are timbered.
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Figure 5. Morgan Site site plan.
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Figure 6. Side (top; looking east) and front (bottom; looking north) views of the Morgan
House.
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Figure 7. East (left) and west (right) side views of the Morgan Log House.
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Figure 8. Rear (left; looking southwest) and detail of collapsed front porch (right; looking northwest) of the Morgan House
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Figure 9. Detail of log sill, corner notching and stone foundation at the Morgan House.
24

Figure 10. Detail of rear door and window treatments in the Morgan House.
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Figure 11. Ground floor plan of the Morgan House.
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Figure 12. Cellar plan of the Morgan House.
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Figure 13. Sectional view through the Morgan House.
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Figure 14. The barn at the Morgan Site; view looking northwest.
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Figure 15. Interior views of the barn at the Morgan Site.
30

Figure 16. Interior views of stalls in the barn at the Morgan Site.

Figure 17. Outbuilding #2 foundation at the Morgan Site.
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Figure 18. Floor plan of the barn at the Morgan Site.
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Figure 19. Sectional view through the barn at the Morgan Site.
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Figure 20. Front and rear views of the sister-in-law house at the Morgan Site.
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Figure 21. Floor plan of the sister-in-law house at the Morgan Site.
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THE MEYER SITE
Introduction. The Meyer Site (also known variously as the Studio Cabin and Boyer
Sites) is located in the W1/2, SE1/4, Section 33 of Rosedale Township. The Meyer Site is
situated along the base of the talus slope at the bluff base bordering the Illinois River Valley
immediately adjacent to Illinois Route 100. The Meyer Site lies within the boundaries of Pere
Marquette State Park, a short distance above the confluence of the Illinois and Mississippi
Rivers.
Summary of Archival Research. No structures were depicted at the location of the Meyer
Site on the U.S. Government Land Office plats from either 1833 or 1862. At that time, the
location of the Meyer Site was timbered (United States Government Land Office Plats 19:52;
46:30).
The W1/2, SE1/4, Section 33 was purchased initially from the Federal Government on
September 22, 1854 by Zachariah Ennis (Jersey County Deed Record, Land Entry Book). It is
not known whether or not Ennis ever resided on the Meyer Site. He maintained ownership of the
W1/2, SE1/4 until September 7, 1858, when he sold the tract to William Lee for $200. Less
than two years later, Lee sold the W1/2, SE1/4, Section 33 to Zachariah Rowe for $200. On
November 22, 1865, Rowe sold the W1/2, SE1/4, Section 33 to Martin Williams for $300. Like
the previous owners, Williams maintained ownership of the Meyer Site for a relatively short
period of time; on December 12, 1869, the Sheriff of Jersey County sold the W1/2, SE1/4,
Section 33 to Benjamin Wedding for $12.73 which was probably the value of back taxes owed
by Williams. Wedding, who probably did not occupy this site, also owned 280 acres of land in
nearby Section 10 of Rosedale Township (Jersey County Deed Record P:185; V:640; BB:600;
31:591).
The duration of Benjamin Wedding's ownership of the W1/2, SE1/4, Section 33 is open
to question. According to the deed record, Wedding owned the tract until January 6, 1873, when
he sold it to John H. Meyers for $150 (Jersey County Deed Record 41:12). An 1872 atlas,
however, indicates the W1/2, SE1/4, as being owned at that time by "J. W. Gray". The atlas in
question shows a structure on the W1/2, SE1/4, which is depicted as mostly wooded, with a
portion of cleared ground between the bluff-line and a road running through the bottoms
(Andreas, Lyter and Company 1872:82). The "J. W. Gray" indicated on the atlas was most likely
John Gray, who is listed in the 1870 Population Schedule for Rosedale Township. According to
the schedule, Gray was 30 years old, had a wife and two young daughters, had been born in
Indiana, and was a farmer by trade. Gray's real estate and personal estate that year were valued
at $150 and $750 respectively. Interestingly enough, John H. Myers was listed in the 1870
population schedule as a 21-year old farmer residing in the Gray household (Population Schedule
1870: Illinois Township).
Although this house may have been constructed during the middle to late 1850s, it is
suspected that this parcel of land was developed during the period 1869 to 1872. It is speculated
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that after purchasing the land for back taxes, Wedding (probably an investor/farmer living
nearby) developed the land by constructing a simple log house for a tenant farmer to occupy. By
1872, the Gray family and the young John Meyers were living within the house. In 1873,
Wedding sold the property to Meyers, a farmhand or relative of the Gray family.
Table 2
Chain-of-Title for the Meyer Site

An 1893 atlas indicates the W1/2, SE1/4, Section 33 as being owned by "J. L. Meyers"
and depicts a residence at the property, located between the bluff-line and bottom road (Ogle
1893:74). John H. Myers and his family apparently resided at this location into the very early
twentieth century (Population Schedule 1900: Rosedale Township). A 1916 atlas suggests that
Meyers eventually sold this parcel of land (SW1/4, SE1/4, Section 33) and purchased adjacent
property (the NE1/4, SE1/4, Section 33). The 1916 atlas gives the impression that the Meyers
family may have abandoned their initial residence and established a new one; the location of
their residence in the 1916 atlas is further north than in the 1872 and 1893 atlases (Ogle 1916).
The Meyers Estate apparently was sold by the Master of Chancellery in 1895 to a Mr.
Joseph Whirl. Apparently, by 1916 the Meyer Site had come under the ownership of H. T.
Heuserman (Hixson 1916). Little is known about the land transactions associated with this site
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (See Table 2). By the 1970s, the log
house at the Meyers Site was still standing and occupied by a local artist who used it as a studio,
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thus the local name Studio Cabin. In 1986, the house and associated land had been purchased by
the Illinois Department of Conservation.
Architectural Description. The Meyer House is a simple 1 1/2-story, single pen, log
structure with a square footprint and side gable roof. The original single bay structure had a door
and lacked windows along the front elevation. Two windows (one for each floor) were located
in each of the gable end walls. An early twentieth century addition consisted of an enlarged
kitchen, was constructed on the east side of the building. This simple house represents a middle
nineteenth century dwelling occupied by a relatively low income farm family. Although initially
occupied by a tenant farm family, by the early 1870s the house was owner occupied.
The original Meyer House has a square footprint, measuring 17'9" on each side. With its
approximate 6 1/2" thick walls, the interior measured 16'8" square. The simple plan consists of a
single multi-purpose room on the ground floor which is accessed by one of two doors in either
the east or west sides of the building. Access to the upstairs sleeping and storage loft is gained
through the narrow and steep ell-shaped, boxed-in stairway located in the southwest corner of the
building. The ceiling height in the ground floor is a low 6'5". Upstairs in the loft, the underside
of the rafter is 6'8" above the floor at the ridge line. No cellar was found in association with this
house.
The foundations that support the Meyer House are of quarried stone construction laid up
with the use of a relatively hard lime mortar. The foundation wall along the north and west sides
of the building is approximately 2' wide with the stone wall projecting nearly a foot past the edge
of the log wall. Much of the stone foundation has been reworked and is capped with concrete
and suggests that the original stone foundation wall may have been rebuilt and buttressed with an
exterior cladding of stone. Minimal archaeological investigations would be necessary to address
the character of these foundations.
The walls of the Meyer House were constructed using local hardwoods (predominately
oak/hickory) hewn to approximately 6" thickness. The logs were of variable widths (averaging
approximately 8-9" in diameter) and fairly irregular in shape suggesting that the house was
constructed with less than quality, second growth timber. At the house corners, the logs are
joined using a half dovetail notch. The ends of the logs project past each corner approximately
6-8" and indicate that the house never was covered with weatherboard siding. The top plate is a
log that has been hewn into a beam approximately 5 1/2" by 8 1/2" in size and projects
approximately one foot past the wall plane. Similarly, the sill plate is a hewn beam
approximately 5 1/2" by 10" in size.
The interstices between the logs is fairly irregular due to the character of the logs used in
the construction of this house and has been filled with sections of approximately 2’ long oak logs
that have been riven into billets. These billets have been nailed into the spaces between the logs
using machine cut nails and then covered with a hard lime mortar. The exterior surface of the
log walls has been heavily whitewashed. As mentioned earlier, the fact that the logs project past
the notched corners, are heavily weathered and have multiple coats of whitewash present suggest
that the exterior walls of this house never had been covered with weatherboard siding.
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The framing within this house is very simple in character and indicative of the middle
nineteenth century date of construction. The floor joists consist of log "sleepers" which consist
of 6-8" oak logs which have been squared on each end to rest on the log sill plate and flattened
on their top surface to receive the tongue and groove floor boards. Ceiling joists are 2" by 8"
circular sawn white pine planks (unplaned, or "rough" on all four sides) spaced on 2'1" centers.
The ceiling joist are supported by and notched into a wall log along both the east and west sides
of the building. The ceiling joist and underside of the loft flooring were exposed to the
downstairs.
The downstairs' flooring is 1" x 3" tongue and groove yellow pine over the original
13/16" x 7 1/2" half lapped yellow pine. Upstairs flooring is original half-lapped yellow pine
similar to the downstairs. Whereas the original flooring was attached with machine cut nails, the
second floor downstairs has been attached with wire drawn nails, indicating that it had been
installed during the twentieth century.
The rafters in this house are 2" x 4" circular sawn white pine boards (unplaned on four
sides) located 2'0" on center. No ridge board was present; the rafters were butted together at the
peak. The roof slope approximates a 6" rise in 12" run. The rafters had been covered with edged
1" x 8" circular sawn white pine nailers. Although the roof originally had been covered with
wood shingles (based on the nail hole pattern in the roof sheathing), the roof currently is covered
with roll tar paper roofing. The gable end walls of the house have been in filled with 2" x 4"
circular sawn studs and covered with machine molded lap siding.
Except for the plank wall enclosing the stairs, no interior partitions are present in the
original portion of this house. This plank wall was constructed using 7/8" x 12" tongue and
groove white pine boards, which were attached using wire-drawn nails. The presence of the
wire-drawn nails suggest that portions of this corner stairway, at least the plank covering, was
renovated during the early twentieth century. The presence of machine cut nails in the stair
framing does suggest that the location of this stairwell was original. Besides the panel wall, the
stair treads had also been modified and/or replaced. Vandals had removed much of the panel
wall. Similarly, the panel door to the stairway was not present.
A single brick chimney is associated with the original log house. This 1'7" square
chimney was constructed using hard, machine-made, pressed brick typical of the early twentieth
century. This suggests that this chimney was not original to the house but represents a
modification to the original structure. In support of this theory, a flue hole through the loft floor
approximately three feet west of the brick chimney, suggests that a cast-iron cooking stove
probably sat in this location and was vented with sheet metal stove pipe directly through the floor
and roof without the aid of a chimney. A flue hole also extended through the log wall from the
kitchen addition and vented into the brick chimney. The lack of a cooking fireplace and the
presence of flue holes for the use of metal stove pipe (and cast iron cooking stoves) is consistent
with the middle-to-late nineteenth century date associated with the construction of this house.
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The current front (west) door, which measures 2'6" x 5'10" in size, is a four-panel door
with machine molded panels and machine cut tenons. A cast iron rim lock was present on this
door. No other doors were present in the original portion of this building. A rim lock (with
white porcelain knob) on the kitchen addition, which potentially represents a lock re-used from
the main house or salvaged from another structure, was marked "Norwalk/& Co./Patd July
21/1863". Although the early 1860s patent date on this lock would be consistent with the late
1860s or early 1870s construction date suspected for this house, its association with the original
structure is speculative.
The two double hung windows in the gable end walls on the ground floor measure 2'4" x
3'8". The sill is situated 2'0" above the floor. Each sash contained six window panes.
Additionally, a third window was located immediately south of the present front door (in the
west elevation). This window was a single, six-light, fixed sash that measured 2'4" x 1'11". Its
sill was situated 3'0" above the floor. It is suspected that this window was not original to the
house. Each of the sliding, single sash, loft windows measured approximately 2'0" square and
contained 6 window panes.
The interior door and window trim consisted of a simple 7/8" x 5 3/4" unmolded, yellow
pine boards. The trim appears originally to have been painted a blue color. The original interior
wall finish within the Meyer House consisted of exposed whitewashed log walls. Similarly, the
exposed ceiling joists and underside of the loft floor boards were also whitewashed. At a later
date (probably during the very late nineteenth or early twentieth century), the interior walls were
covered with fabric sizing and multiple layers of wall paper, white paint and finally 4' x 8' sheets
of paneling.
The major alteration to this house consisted of the construction of the frame addition onto
the east facade of the building. Although this addition was badly deteriorated, it was apparent
that it had been constructed during the first third of the twentieth century using a wide range of
local and non-local materials including circular sawn studs which had been surfaced on two sides
(S2S) and wire drawn nails. At some later date, what appears to have been the entrance porch to
this rear addition was enclosed. Although the function of the room within this modern addition
is unknown, it is tempting to speculate that this single room functioned as a new kitchen
resulting in the removal of the cooking and dining activities from the multi-purpose hall located
on the main floor of the log house.
The single outbuilding associated with this log house was a frame shed that a functioned
as a chicken coop. A fenced feed yard was also associated with this shed. This outbuilding was
probably constructed during the early twentieth century. A dump was located immediately
across the fence on the north side of the house. Additionally, the area around the house was
shovel tested to determine the potential for subsurface features as well as to assess the potential
age of the occupation. Although no subsurface features were located, a midden was located
along the north side of the house and potentially associated with the trash dump located
immediately north of the fence. The artifact density around the house was relatively light and
indicative of the late nineteenth and twentieth century occupation associated with this structure.
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Presently, the Meyer Site consists of a log house and single frame outbuilding (a chicken
coop with associated fenced pen). Until recently, a mobile home was located immediately south
of the log house. The east side of the site is demarcated by a fence line and short segment of
stone wall. The western edge of the site is the present Illinois Route 100. A gravel lane, which
may represent the early bluff-base road, separates the chicken coop and associated activity area
from the house. It appears that this gravel lane may represent the remnants of the original bluff
base road that was replaced when the current Route 100 was constructed.
It appears that when the house was constructed, it was oriented with the local topography
(the bluff line and adjacent early road) and not the cardinal directions. Additionally, it would
appear that there has been a complete reorientation of this site associated with the rebuilding of
the local road system. At that time, the front of the house became the rear and the rear became
the front. Generally, the interior steps are located within a rear corner of a log house. The
placement of the steps within what now is a front corner of the house confirms that there may
have been a reorientation of this site with the road construction. Additionally, this would suggest
that the construction of the first addition onto the rear of this structure did not occur until after
the construction of Route 100 at its present location, sometime during the early part of the
present century.
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Figure 21. Meyer Site, site plan (The contour interval is one meter).
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Figure 22. Ground floor plan of the Meyer House.
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Figure 23. Sectional view through the Meyer House.
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Figure 24. The Meyer House; view looking east.
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Figure 25. Two views of the Meyer House. Top: looking southeast Bottom: looking
northwest
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Figure 26. Two views of the Meyer House. Top: North gable end (looking south) Bottom:
South gable end (looking north)
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Figure 27. View of the Meyer House looking west at the twentieth century addition.
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Figure 28. Corner notching detail at the Meyer House. Note that the ends of the logs
project past the wall plane suggesting that this house never was sided.
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Figure 29. Detail of the foundation at the Meyer House. Logs are well weathered and rest
on wide stone foundation capped with concrete.
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Figure 30. Interior detail of the Meyer House.
whitewashed walls.

Note the exposed ceiling joist and
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Figure 31. Detail of the vandalized corner stairway in the Meyer House.
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THE DUGGAN SITE
Introduction. The Duggan Site is located in the SW1/4, NW1/4, NE1/4 Section 23,
Rosedale Township, in an isolated portion of western Jersey County, Illinois. The site is situated
near the base of the eastern slopes of St. Andrews Ridge and is adjacent to the western branch of
Coon Creek. The site is situated inland approximately 2.25 miles via road from the Illinois River
Valley (or 1.25 miles "as the crow flies"). The community of Rosedale is situated approximately
2 miles from the site.
Summary of Archival Research. The NW1/4, NE1/4 Section 23 was purchased from the
Federal government on October 29, 1849 by William Archer (Public Domain Sales Tract Record
Listing 1984:12043). Deed records suggest that Archer may have died a short time after his
acquisition of the NW1/4, NE1/4, Section 23. In October 1850, this forty-acre tract was sold,
along with the SW1/4, NW1/4 and SE1/4, NW1/4 of Section 27, to John L. Johnson in a trust
deed for $300 (Jersey County Deed Record H:212).
Title to the NW1/4, NE1/4 remained in the name of John L. Johnson, trustee, until April
1867, when Johnson sold the tract and the other 80 acres he had acquired in 1850 to Matthias
Ritter for $400. Ritter, in turn, sold these properties to John Duggan for $400 that same month
(Jersey County Deed Record 28:591; 30:327).
John Duggan was an immigrant from Ireland, who had arrived in Jersey County in 1858
(Andreas, Lyter, and Company 1872:95). Duggan's name does not appear in the 1860 Federal
Population Schedule for Rosedale Township, but it does show up in the 1870 population and
agriculture schedules, which note him as owning 120 acres valued at $2000 and as having a
personal estate valued at $200. The 120 acres owned by Duggan at that time consisted of eighty
acres of woodland and forty acres of tilled ground (Population Schedule 1870: Illinois Township;
Agricultural Schedule 1870: Illinois Township).
While it is apparent that John Duggan was occupying the Duggan Site in 1870, the nature of his
residency there is open to question. The population schedule notes Duggan as a 45-year old
stonemason, living in the household of John Cagan, an Irish farmer. Cagan, however, owned no
real estate, and it seems likely that he was listed as the household head only due to the fact that
he had a family whereas Duggan did not. Being single, middle-aged, and trained as a
stonemason, Duggan couldn't have readily cleared and farmed his newly purchased land on his
own. Hence, it appears as though he allowed the Cagan family to live in his home and initially
work his ground. John Cagan would have been aided in the latter task by his 15-year old son
Thomas, who the census notes as a "farm hand"; working together, the two of them were able to
produce 100 bushels of corn, 100 bushels of wheat, and forty bushels of Irish potatoes on the
Duggan farm during the year ending June 1, 1870 (Population Schedule: Illinois Township;
Agricultural Schedule: Illinois Township).
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Table 3
Chain-of-Title for the Duggan Site

By 1872, however, John Duggan appears to have abandoned his occupation as a
stonemason and taken up active farming on his property. The "Directory of Patrons" for a
county atlas published that year lists him as resident of Rosedale Township and notes him as a
"farmer." The atlas also indicates that Duggan had expanded his land holdings to 160 acres with
the purchase of the NE1/4, NW1/4 of Section 27 and shows his house situated in the SW1/4,
SW1/4, NE1/4, on the west bank of Coon Creek. Duggan's property is depicted in the atlas as
being mostly timbered, with a stretch of cleared land extending to the south of his house and up
the lower slopes of St. Andrews Ridge. A small orchard is shown adjacent to the house
(Andreas, Lyter, and Company 1872:82).
Sometime between 1870 and 1880, John Duggan married an Irish woman named Mary.
At the time of their marriage, John and Mary Duggan were both middle-aged and were probably
past the point of having any children of their own. The 1880 Federal Population Census
indicates, however, that the Duggans adopted a son by the name of John Quinn, who was nine at
the time the census was taken and was of Irish descent (Population Schedule 1880:Illinois
Township). In 1880, John Duggan's 160 acres of land were valued at $3000; forty of these acres
were tilled, four were orchard, and 116 were woodland. Of the tilled acreage, Duggan reserved
fifteen acres for corn production, sixteen acres for wheat production, and one acre for growing
Irish potatoes. His orchard consisted of forty apple trees that produced forty bushels that year.
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The livestock present at the Duggan farm in 1880 included three horses, four milch cows,
thirteen cattle, and five swine (Agriculture Schedule 1880:Illinois Township).
In January 1891, John Duggan mortgaged the W1/2, NE1/2 of Section to Henry Custlick
(Jersey County Deed Record 102:77). A county atlas published two years later depicts the
Duggan residence on the west side of Coon Creek and notes his continued ownership of the
W1/2, NE1/4 and the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 27 (Ogle 1893:74). Deed records indicate that
John Duggan died sometime between 1893 and 1899 and that his wife subsequently sold the
W1/2, NE1/4 and the E1/2, NW 1/4 of Section 27 to William O'Neil for $851.50.
In April 1899, O'Neil sold the old Duggan properties to E. Meysenburg for $1000.
Meysenburg retained ownership of the 160 acres for less than two years before selling them to
Ernest Reed for $1050 in March 1901. Reed, in turn, sold the property to William J. Lewis for
$1300 in July 1902 (Jersey County Deed Record 102:77; 97:51; 97:61; 103:41). Considering
the relatively short periods of time that O'Neil, Meysenburg, and Reed owned the property
(W1/2, NE1/4 and the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 27), it seems unlikely that any of them actually
resided at the old Duggan Farm. The farm may have been occupied by a tenant farmer or left
vacant during these tenures of ownership.
A county atlas published in 1916 indicates the old Duggan properties were then part of
the William Lewis Estate. The atlas depicts a structure on the property, whose location
corresponds to that of the old Duggan residence; also depicted is a secondary road passing just
west of the Duggan Site that does not appear in earlier atlases (Ogle 1916:47). The Duggan Site
remained part of the William Lewis Estate until post-1926 (Hixson 1926).
An aerial photo taken in 1941 establishes that the Duggan Site was still actively operating
as a farm at that time. The photo indicates that a considerable amount of land on either side of
Coon Creek had been cleared and was then under cultivation (either as row crops or pasture).
There was also a large orchard stretching south of the farm complex (U.S. Department of
Agriculture 1941).
By 1969, the W1/2, NE1/4 and the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 27 had come under the
ownership of James Warford and Irene McKenna, who also owned a number of adjacent
properties (Rockford 1969:10). Circa 1986, Warford and McKenna sold the property associated
with the Duggan Site to the Illinois Department of Conservation. The Duggan Site is currently
incorporated within the boundaries of Pere Marquette State Park.
Architectural Description. Presently, the Duggan Site consists of two small log
outbuildings (a hewn log summer kitchen and a round log animal pen), a frame barn, as well as
the ruins of a frame outbuilding. The location of the recently (within the past 20 years)
demolished house is marked by a concentration of stone, cast-stone concrete block, and poured
concrete fragments. Additionally, a spring is located adjacent to the nearby creek immediately in
front of the summer kitchen.
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The single pen, gable roofed summer kitchen measures 13'9" by 15'10". A distinctive
feature of this small log outbuilding is the gable "over shot" roof that extends past each gable end
wall. The roof extends 2'4" past the north gable end wall and 1'3" past the south gable end wall.
A door is located within both the north and south gable end walls. Additionally, a small loft door
is located in the north gable end wall. Access to the loft door is gained via a ladder attached to
the log wall immediately adjacent to the ground story door. Two small, single sash windows
(2'4" in width with six lights and hinged at the top) are present along the east wall (that facing the
farmhouse) of the building. Although the window sash and casing are probably not original,
they are in openings that appear to pre-date the existing casing. The wall facing the feed lot (or
pasture) has no windows. The two plank doors, constructed with clinched machine cut nails,
originally had a Norfolk-type latch.
The single interior room measures 12'9" by 14'9" in size. The ceiling height in this small
outbuilding is 7'0". A flue hole, once probably associated with a cast iron cook stove, is located
centrally within the roof of the building. The room has a poured concrete floor. The interior
wall surfaces are well weathered with no evidence of whitewash. Although originally probably
used as a summer kitchen and washhouse, the last use of the building was as a workshop (a work
bench is located in the northeast corner of the building).
The summer kitchen foundations are constructed using nicely squared quarried limestone
blocks approximately 8" wide. A hard Portland-rich mortar was used to lay the foundations.
The sill log consists of a 6" by 8" log hewn on only two sides. The log walls were constructed
using uniform 8-9" diameter logs hewn to 6" width. The log corners were joined using half
dovetail notch. The chinking between the logs consists of short segments of 2" x 4" circular
sawn oak studs covered with hard portland rich cement mortar.
The log rafter plate consists of a hewn timber approximately 6" by 6 1/2" in size. As
mentioned before, this log plate extends beyond both of the gable end walls and supports the
overshot roof. Both the ceiling joist and rafters are 2" x 4" circular sawn oak (rough four sides)
placed on approximate 2'8" centers. The corrugated sheet metal roof is attached to 1 1/2" x 8"
circular sawn oak planks (rough four sides) placed on 2' centers. At the center of the ridge, there
is 4'0" clearance in the attic.
This small outbuilding appears to have functioned as a summer kitchen and wash house,
a traditional outbuilding type associated with farmsteads during the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Except for the nails used in the doors associated with this building, all nails
used in its construction are wire drawn varieties typical of the twentieth century. The presence
of the wire drawn nails, hard Portland-rich mortar, and stone foundations suggest that this small
outbuilding was probably constructed during the very early twentieth century (circa 1900 to
1930). This building may have been constructed for the Lewis Brothers sometime after they
purchased the property in 1902.
The nearby animal pen is a small, single pen, gable roofed structure constructed with
round logs connected at the corner with v-notching. The logs are of variable size ranging from
approximately 5" to 9" in diameter. Although most of the bark has weathered off of the logs,
56

they appear not to have been de-barked. No chinking has been placed between the logs. No
foundation nor corner posts were present; the logs rested directly on the ground surface. The log
walls are short, extending only 5'4" above the ground surface.
The animal pen measures 8'11" by 15'1". The only opening to this building is a small
(2'7" wide by 3'0" tall) plank door located in the south gable end wall. The rafters consist of 2" x
4" circular sawn oak (rough four sides) spaced at approximate 2'8" centers similar to that in the
summer kitchen. No ceiling joist are present. The corrugated sheet metal roof is attached to
approximate 1" x 6" nailers. Nails used in the construction of this building are all wire drawn
varieties typical of the twentieth century. The building has a dirt floor and probably sheltered
hogs or sheep.
The frame barn at the Duggan Site is an early twentieth century dairy or "milking" barn
commonly associated with lower income farm families in southwestern Illinois. The original
barn consists of a two story, gable roof section (23'2" wide by 29'0" long) flanked by a single
story, shed roofed section (which measures 14'1" wide). The two-story section of the barn
functioned as loose hay storage. Hay was placed in the barn through a mow door in the south
gable end wall and with the assistance of an overhead track system (with associated hay fork).
The distinctive feature of this barn type is that there is no upper loft --loose hay storage extends
from the floor to roof. The adjacent shed roof wing, which is original to the building, contained
a personnel aisle, seven tie-down milking stalls with feed bunks, and an animal aisle. Associated
with this section of the barn were two animal doors and a single personnel door (all of "Dutch"
construction). Small openings in the wall with sliding plank covers allowed air to circulate in the
milking parlor. Painted on the inside surface of one wall in the milking parlor were the words
"Lewis Bros./1928", which suggests that this building was constructed in 1928 for the Lewis
family.
This barn was constructed on large stone foundations. The barn frame was constructed
using 6" x 6" circular sawn posts toe nailed onto a large circular sawn oak sill (which measures
6" x 8" in size. The sill is half lapped at the corners. The rafter plate consists of two 2" x 6"
planks. Knee braces are present on both the lower sill and the rafter plate. The flooring consists
of 1" x 8" oak planks. Siding on this barn is 1" x 12" circular sawn oak. The rafters consist of 2"
x 4" circular sawn oak placed 2'0" on center. The corrugated metal roof is attached to 1" x 10"
plank nailers placed on 2'0" centers. All fasteners used in this building are wire drawn nails
typical of the 1928 construction date.
An addition onto this structure is an approximate 14' wide lean-to extension on the
opposite side of the barn as the milking parlor. This section of the building functioned as a
loafing shed for feeding cattle. A cattle chute was built into one corner of this addition. This
portion of the building was constructed using post-in-ground techniques.
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Figure 32.

Location of the Dugan Site on the 1893 plat of Rosedale Township (Ogle 1893).
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Figure 33. Sketch map of the Duggan Site and adjacent land usage (Based on 1941 USDA
aerial photograph).
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Figure 34.

Miscellaneous views of the log summer kitchen at the Duggan Site.
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Figure 35. Miscellaneous views of the log animal pen at the Duggan Site.
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Figure 36. Floor plans of the summer kitchen and animal pen at the Duggan Site.
62

Figure 37. Comparison of summer kitchen and animal pen corner notching details at the Duggan Site.
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Figure 38. Miscellaneous views of the frame Lewis Barn at the Duggan Site.
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Figure 39. The frame barn at the Duggan Site, floor plan.
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Figure 40. Sectional view of the frame barn at the Duggan Site.
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THE SMITH SITE
Introduction. The Smith Site is located in the NE1/4, NW1/4 of Section 14 in Township
6 North, Range 13 West, in southwestern Jersey County, Illinois.1 The site is situated on a
terrace overlooking Gilbert Lake and, beyond that, the Illinois River. The Smith Site is located
immediately north of Illinois Route 100, approximately three miles east of the town of Grafton.
It is located within the boundaries of Pere Marquette State Park.
Summary of Archival Research. The E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14, in which the Smith Site
is located was purchased from the Federal government by David Gilbert in 1828 (Jersey County
Land Book). Virtually nothing is known of Gilbert's background, but the 1840 census of Jersey
County does indicate that he was a farmer residing in Township 6 North, Range 13 West at that
time (Population Schedule 1840:339). While the location of their residence is unknown, it's
possible that Gilbert and his family were living somewhere on the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14; as
such, we do not believe he was living at the location of the Smith Site.2
David Gilbert is believed to have died sometime between 1840 and 1842. Following his
death, Gilbert's widow and children appear to have been left destitute; the Commissioners'
Record for the December term of 1842, indicates that they were receiving financial support from
the county and had been boarding with Thomas McDow for the past nine months (Jersey County
Commissioners' Record A:201).3 Mrs. Gilbert, however, does appear to have retained ownership
of the family's land holdings, and may have eventually returned to the property.4
In September 1854, Lewis Tullis filed a petition for the partition of property owned by
Mary Gilbert (who is believed to be David’s wife) and others. The properties listed in the
petition were the NW1/4, SW1/4 Section 11 and the E1/2, NW1/4 Section 14. The circuit court
ordered that this real estate be placed in the hands of Robert L. Hill, the Master in Chancery of
1

This site has been referred to as the Duncan Farm Site (due to its most recent owners) as well as the Eastman Site
(due to the on the lintel over the barn door). We have chosen to refer to it as the Smith Site based on our assumption
that the stone house was constructed during Smith's ownership of the property.
2

Considering the rugged terrain in Township 6 North, Range 13 West, the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14 would have
been the best farmland available to Gilbert. Also, the fact that the body of water situated in the S1/2 of Sections 14
and 15 was named "Gilbert Lake" suggests that Gilbert was residing in the vicinity.
3

The date of Gilbert's death is based upon the Commissioners' Record, which indicates that he served as a juror in
the fall of 1840. The next mention of the Gilbert family in the record, is dated December 1842, and concerns the
payment of certain bills on behalf of the "Widow Gibert" (Jersey County Commissioners' Record A:75, 201).
McDow was a local farmer who was serving as Overseer of the Poor (Jersey County Commissioners' Record
A:201).
4

In September 1847, the county commissioners ordered the rebuilding of a bridge crossing the "small stream at the
corner of the widow Gilbert's farm, being between William Williams and Grafton" (Jersey County Commissioner's
Record A:510).
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Jersey County, who was to sell them at public auction. Deed records indicate that the auction
was held on November 13, 1854 and note that the NW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 11 was purchased
by William Rollins for the low sum of only $70 (Jersey County Deed Record L:247-8).
Unfortunately, the chain of title search failed to locate a deed detailing the sale of the
E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14 at the auction. However, it is suspected that the eighty-acre tract
may have been purchased around this time by Thomas McDow. On May 1, 1861, McDow sold
the E1/2, NW1/4 to Jacob Smith for $1,000 (Jersey County Deed Record V:182). Although the
$1,000 purchase price suggests that the property may have been improved at that time, it is our
belief that it was Jacob Smith who improved this property by constructing the existing house.
Jacob Smith is listed as a 33-year old farmer living in Grafton in the 1860 U. S.
Population Census. At that time, he had a wife and five children living within his house.
Although Smith had personal property valued at $300, he apparently did not own any real estate
at that time. The census indicates that he was born in Hesse, Germany (U.S. Population Census
1860). Similarly, the 1865 Illinois State Census indicates that Jacob Smith was living in Grafton
(Illinois State Census 1865:301).
Table 4
Chain-of-title for the Eastman Site

Jacob Smith died in 1868. In his will, he had directed that the E1/2, NW1/4 and the S1/2,
W1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14 and twenty acres off the south end of the E1/2, NE1/4 of Section 15
be sold at public auction, in order to pay for his debts and support his wife, Hannah. The auction
was held October 24, 1868 and resulted in the "undivided half [interest]" in the E1/2, NW1/4 of
Section 14 being purchased by Samuel Journey for $3,330 Jersey County Deed Records 31:51268

4).5 Deed records suggest that this sale may have encountered some complications due to the
fact that Journey filed a petition for the partition of the Smith land holdings in May of the
following year. A second auction was held on May 22, which resulted in Journey acquiring sole
legal title to the E1/2, NW1/4 for $5200 (Jersey County Deed Record 31:515-6).
The difference between what Jacob Smith paid for the E1/2, NW1/4 and what Samuel
Journey ultimately paid ($1000 compared to $5000) strongly suggests that the stone house
discussed in this report was constructed by Smith sometime between 1861 (when he purchased
the property) and 1868 (when he died). Although Smith is known to have been a resident of
Jersey County, he probably never occupied the house and may have had it constructed for a farm
manager to occupy.
Samuel Journey retained ownership of the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14 for less than a year
before dying in January 1870. Following his death, a number of his properties were slated for
sale at public auction to cover his considerable debts. The E1/2, NW1/4 was one of the
properties earmarked for auction,6 and on November 12, 1870, the eighty-acre tract was sold to
Henry Eastman for $4000; Eastman also bought the south fractional half of Section 14 at auction
for $288.50 (Jersey County Deed Record 36:382-4).
A native of Prussia, Henry Eastman had arrived in Jersey County in 1855 and eventually
established a mercantile business in Grafton (Andreas, Lyter, and Company 1872:19).7 By 1872,
he had acquired over 346 acres of land in Sections 11 and 14 in Township 6 North, Range 13
West. A county atlas published that year shows Eastman's land holdings stretching between the
bluffs and the Illinois River. Roughly 200 acres are depicted as being cleared, while the
remaining acreage was covered by timber or by the waters of Gilbert Lake. The atlas indicates
three farm complexes on Eastman's property: one of these is a house located in the SW1/2,
SW1/4 of Section 14; another is a school, situated south of the bluff base road in the W1/2,
NW1/4 of Section 14; while the third is a house located in the E1/2, NW1/4, which corresponds
to the stone house at the Smith Site (Andreas, Lyter, and Company 1872).
With his primary business concerns in Grafton, Henry Eastman never occupied the Smith
House. Instead, he rented out the house and the surrounding real estate to a tenant farmer and
personally resided in Grafton (Andreas, Lyter and Company 1872). While it is unknown whom
Eastman may have initially rented these properties to, around 1876 he turned them over to
Antoine DeFossa. A native of Canada, DeFossa had been working in Grafton since 1861

5

Samuel Journey was a farmer who is believed to have resided one half mile east of the Smith site, on the W1/2,
SE1/4, Section 11.
6

The deed record indicates that the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14 was used for collateral for two separate mortgages
at the time of Journey's death. One of the mortgages was held by James B. Vitch, executor of the estate of Jacob
Smith, and John B. Slaten, commissioner (Jersey County Deed Record 36:383).
7

A deed dated May 22, 1869 mentions a public notice placed on the front of the storehouse of Henry Eastman and
Company in Grafton (Jersey County Deed Record 31:515).
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(Continental Historical Company 1885:306).8 The 1880 census of Quarry Township establishes
DeFossa's occupation of the Smith House and indicates that he was then 53 years old. Aside
from his wife Eliza, his daughter Catherine, and his son George, DeFossa's household included a
housekeeper and two farm hands (U.S. Population Census 1880:23).
The 1880 agricultural census notes that Antoine DeFossa managed 200 acres of tilled
ground and 222 acres of timberland. Valued at $10,000, this farm was the largest in this rural
neighborhood and utilized several hired hands year-round.9 The farm's machinery and
implements alone were valued at $600, which was far above that used on any of the adjacent
farms. The livestock handled by DeFossa was valued at $800 and included six horses, eight
mules, 9 milch cows, 32 cattle, 60 sheep, and fifty chickens. The census indicates that this farm
had produced 3,000 bushels of corn, 900 bushels of wheat, fifty bushels of potatoes, 500 pounds
of butter, 200 dozen eggs, 217 pounds of wool, and thirty pounds of honey during the year
ending June 1, 1880. Altogether, these various products were valued at $2000 --clearly
indicating the commercial nature of this nineteenth century farmstead (U.S. Agriculture Census
1880: Quarry Township).
Henry Eastman appears to have died in December 1876. On August 14, 1890, John N.
Eastman (who is suspected to have been Henry's son) sold the "undivided half interest" in the
E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14 to May C. Eastman for $2,200 (Jersey County Deed Record 77:79).
It does not appear that May Eastman ever assumed sole ownership of the property. An 1893
county atlas indicates that the tract was part of the Henry Eastman Estate, as do atlases published
in 1916 and 1926 (Ogle 1893:80; Ogle 1916; Hixson 1926). Deed records indicate that John and
May Eastman were both residents of Grafton, so it's probable that the Smith House continued to
be occupied by a tenant farmer into the late 1920s (Jersey County Deed Record 77:79).
The Eastman family retained ownership of the E1/2, NW1/4 of Section 14 until
November 1950 when they sold it, along with the E1/2, SW1/4 and the SW1/4, SW1/4 of
Section 11, to W. F. and Zula Duncan for $10 (Jersey County Deed Record 184:395). During
the early 1990s, the Illinois Department of Conservation purchased the land from the Duncan
family and has incorporated it into the greater Pere Marquette State Park system.

8

DeFossa was born in Canada in 1832. At the age of 20, he learned the baker's trade in Monticello, Canada.
Shortly thereafter, he moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he lived for 18 months. After working three months as a
cook on a steamboat, he moved to Jersey County and worked at a variety of jobs (including jobbing wood).
DeFossa moved to Grafton in 1861. In Grafton, he worked as a laborer "by the day" for about 15 years at which
time he moved to the farm of Henry Eastman. He married Eliza Jane Vanatrop in 1858, and as of 1885, had three
children (Continental Historical Company 1885:306).
9

The 1880 census indicates that DeFossa had paid $900 for 150 weeks of hired labor, while the adjacent farmers
had utilized anywhere between 20 and 100 weeks of hired labor and none had paid more than $500 in wages
(Agriculture Schedule 1880: Quarry Township). Aside from the two farm hands living in his household, DeFossa
may have also hired Henry S. Raffcom. Raffcom is noted in the 1880 census as a farm laborer, and he is suspected
to have been residing in the structure depicted immediately northwest of the stone house in the 1872 atlas
(Population Schedule 1880:23; Andreas, Lyter, and Company 1872).
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Architectural Description. The Smith Site consists of an impressive stone house and
frame barn. The house, built into the side of the bluff slopes overlooking the main valley, is
reached by a semi-circular drive. A high stone wall and steps separate the drive from the front of
the house. The house, with its two-story porch commands a fine view of the adjoining
bottomlands.
The Smith House is a large, two-story, gable roofed house constructed of stone. The twostory front porch gives the house an air of quality. The house is a five bay structure with two
windows flanking each side of the main entrance door. The windows (which measure 2'10" x
5'3") are early twentieth century double hung sash with 3/1 lights.
The main block of the house measures 26'4" in width by 34'3" in length. A single story
back porch (off the second story) measures 7'6" in width. The ground story floor has a stone
walled and brick domed cellar room located beneath this rear porch. The two-story front porch
measures approximately 8'1" in width.
The main entrance door is a simple affair with two overhead fan lights and no side lights.
Upon entering the house at ground level, one enters a narrow (5'7" wide) hallway, which
contains the stairs to the upper floor as well as a small under-the-stairs closet. This central
hallway, which is only 14'9" in length, does not extend the complete depth of the house. On each
side of the hallway is a single room (one room measures 12'9" x 14'9" while the other measures
11'7" x 13'7"). The larger of the two rooms originally had a fireplace and probably functioned as
a downstairs bedroom. The other room, without a fireplace but with its own separate door to the
outside, probably functioned as a dining room. Downstairs, the ceiling height is 9'1".
A rank of two rooms is present along the rear of the ground floor of the Smith House.
Behind the suspected dining room is a small room which originally measured approximately 9'0"
x 11'7" and probably functioned as a kitchen. This room had a door leading to the outside as
well as one into the dining room and two adjacent storage rooms. A narrow (6'9") but long
(18'9") room was located in the northwest corner of the main block of the house and was
accessible from the kitchen. This room, with its whitewashed stone walls, probably functioned
as a storage room or pantry. A stone wall separates this storage room from the living quarters
located immediately south. Today, this room has been made smaller at the benefit of the kitchen
and is used as a utility room (housing the hot water heater and furnace).
Also accessed from the kitchen was another narrow (5'10') and extremely long (30'10")
room which was located beneath the upstairs porch. This room, which has stone walls and a
brick arched ceiling, originally had its own exterior entrance before the construction of the side
frame wing. It is suspected that this room functioned as a storage cellar. Most recently, a
portion of this room was partitioned off with a toilet and shower.
Upstairs is more typical of a double pile, central hall plan with two rooms located each
side of the central hallway. A boxed-in stairway leads to the upstairs attic. From the central hall,
access is available to both the front and rear porches.
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Upstairs, all four rooms were of unequal size. The largest room, which probably
functioned as the master bedroom, measured 12'8" by approximately 15'0". This room had
private access to a smaller adjacent room which may have functioned as a dressing room, nursery
or storage room. Across the hall were two separate bedrooms. Later modifications to the second
floor converted the master bedroom's dressing room to a bathroom and added closet space to
each of the bedrooms. The upstairs ceiling height is 8'3".
The attic consisted of a single, unfinished room. A window is located in the east gable
end wall. A brick chimney stack is located in each of the gable end walls. Although it is
possible that the attic may have functioned as a sleeping room for farm hands, the attic probably
was used solely for storage.
Load bearing walls within the Smith House are all of stone construction, approximately
19-20" in thickness. The south (or front) elevation has been laid in relatively even courses with
rock faced blocks while the remainder of the building has been laid more randomly with less
uniform stones. Dressed stone lintels span the door and window openings. Similarly, stone lug
sills are associated with both the door and window openings.
Lumber used in the construction of the Smith House consists predominately of full
dimensioned, locally procured hardwoods. Unfortunately, few of the structural members of this
house were visible. The occasional stud exposed in this house is a full 2"x4" circular sawn oak
(rough four sides). Unfortunately, no floor or ceiling joists were visible. Flooring within the
house is 7/8" x 5 1/2" tongue-and-groove, vertically sawn pine. Rafters are 2"x4" circular sawn
oak (rough four sides). No ridge board is present. The roof sheathing is 3/4" thick, circular
sawn, unedged oak planks, 1'2" to 1'5" wide (rough four sides). Although a wood shingle roof
was originally present, the house now has a standing seam metal roof. The mixture of vertically
sawn and circular saw wood is consistent with an 1860s date of construction.
The interior door and window trim consists of a simple unmolded 1" x 4" painted pine
boards. The baseboard in the house is a 1" x 6" pine board with a simple molded edge. All trim
was applied prior to the walls being plastered.
Although the exterior of the house retained much of its original integrity, the interior has
been altered through the years. The majority of the original doors have been replaced with more
modern hollow core doors. Only one of the two original fireplace mantels remains. Many of the
wall surfaces have been covered with modern paneling. Also, a circa 1950s or 1960s bathroom
has been added to the upstairs.
An addition was constructed onto the northeast corner of the house sometime during the
very early twentieth century. This single room addition, which measured 9'0" wide by 14'3"
long, effectively closed off the exterior entrance to the rear cellar room. It is suspected that this
room, which had easy access to the cellar, the kitchen, as well as the work area immediately east
of the house, probably functioned originally as a summer kitchen and laundry room. More
recently, this small room appears to have functioned as an office, complete with built-in storage
cabinet.
72

The barn at the Smith Site is a moderately large (26'0" x 38'1") structure built into the
side of the hill. The lower story has been constructed of stone while the upper two stories are of
frame construction. A central driveway leads into the second story level of the barn from the
elevated north side of the barn. This barn form is commonly referred to as a Raised Three-Bay
or Basement Barn (See Noble 1986:40). Although a relatively common late nineteenth century
barn form in agriculturally well off regions of Illinois (such as Adams and Pike Counties), they
are relatively uncommon in western Jersey County. A quick survey of western Jersey County
did not locate any similar style barns.
The lower story of the barn has access at ground level on the south side. This level
functioned as two animal pens separated by a central service aisle. Based on existing structural
evidence, it appears that the barn originally contained eight box stalls with associated feed
mangers for the horses necessary to work this farm. Portions of the original tack rack (sufficient
for holding tack for 8 or 9 horses) is still present along the west wall of the barn. Later
alterations resulted in the removal of the original stalls. The west bay has been refitted with feed
bunks and appears to have functioned as a milking parlor. The eastern bay has had the stalls
removed and most recently appears to have functioned as a loafing area for livestock feeding. A
wide (7'5") central aisle, with stairway to the loft above, separates the two livestock pens.
Within the past 50 years, a grain bin was constructed onto the north end of the aisle.
The upper story, with ground level access on the north side, contained a wide (13'3")
central aisle or driveway flanked by multiple grain storage bins. The doorway, with its large,
bifold doors, is only 8'0" wide. Besides the stairway to the animal pens below, a steep and
unenclosed stairway to the overhead loft was located in the southwest corner of the aisle. The
wide central driveway allowed access to the grain bins as well as functioned as a storage area for
miscellaneous tools and farming equipment (such as threshing machines). Although the central
aisles of these barns often functioned as threshing floors, the lack of a opposing second doorway
(for cross ventilation) suggests that hand threshing with a flail was not conducted in this barn.
Recent modifications have result in the removal of the eastern grain bins and the conversion of
this area to a work shop and storage area. The upper story loft was used for bulk hay storage.
An overhead hay track with associated mow door is original to the building.
The lower story of the barn was constructed with load bearing stone walls approximately
18-19" thick. Whereas the south elevation has three doorways (two livestock doors flanking a
central personnel door) and each of the gable end walls has a small air vent, the north elevation
has no openings. Above the central personnel door is a carved stone lintel which reads "H.
Eastman 1876".10
10

This carved lintel clearly indicates that this barn was constructed in 1876. Filed within the probate records of the
Henry Eastman Estate was an invoice for $114.25 from Allen Cleason (?) for work contracted by Eastman prior to
his death. This included $75.00 for "framing barn", $7.50 for "cupilo" [sic], $11.00 for "lower flore", $8.00 for
"Upper flore", $4.25 for "fixing well", and $4.00 for "basement doors." Clearson had received 100 bushels of corn
and 207 feet of lumber as credit towards the invoice and in March 1879 he was paid the balance in cash (Jersey
County Probate Records; Box 134).
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The upper story is of frame construction. The sill is a large circular sawn oak timber
(approximately 6" x 9" in size). The vertical posts are 6" x 9" circular sawn oak timbers. An
occasional hand hewn post appears to represent salvaged materials. The horizontal girts are 4" x
6" circular sawn timbers. All timbers are joined with mortise and tenon joints. The bents are
typical H-shaped bents except for the unusually long central post in the east end bent. This extra
long post extends approximately 6'6" past the top girt. A large metal ring was attached to the end
of this post --which probably functioned as a pulley post for the overhead hay track (the mow
door was located on the opposite gable end wall). On the east bent, the upper girt consisted of
two beams equal length beams connected with a splice joint. Where the two spliced beams met
at the taller central post, they passed through this post (as a through tenon) and were both
pegged.
Knee braces are present on both the upper and lower sill plates. Although both sets of
knee braces were positioned at 45 degree angles, the lower set is considerably larger than the
upper set. The floor joists in this barn are 2" x 12" pine --both circular and vertical sawn
examples are present. The lower story joists are placed on approximate 16" centers while the
upper story joists are placed on 30" centers. The flooring in the barn is unusual in that it consists
of 2" x 4" planks set on their narrow sides to create a thick, heavy-duty floor. Rafters in the barn
are 2" x 4" circular sawn pine placed 24" on center. A 1" x 6" ridge board is present. A
corrugated metal roof is attached to edged, circular sawn nailers.
A distinctive feature of this barn is the large cupola perched on the roof of the building.
Louvered openings are located in the cupola and allow for better air circulation through the
upper stories of the building. The cupola cost an addition $7.50 to construct --one tenth the cost
to frame the entire barn.
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Figure 41. Henry Eastman landholdings in 1872 (Andreas, Lyter and Company 1872).
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Figure 42. Side view of the house at the Smith Site.
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Figure 43. Two views of the House at the Smith Site.
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Figure 44. Details of the house at the Smith Site. Top: Detail of the coursed, rock faced stone blocks used on the front
elevation of the house. Bottom: Detail of front porch column.
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Figure 45. Two views of the house at the Smith Site.
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Figure 46. Ground floor plan of the house at the Smith Site.
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Figure 47. Upstairs or second floor plan of the house at the Smith Site.
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Figure 48. Sectional view of the house at the Smith Site.
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Figure 49. Two views of the raised three-bay barn at the Smith Site.
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Figure 50. Detail of the barn and lower level entrance door.
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Figure 51. Ground story or basement plan of the barn at the Smith Site.
85

Figure 52. Second story plan of the barn at the Smith Site.
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Figure 53. Sectional view of the barn at the Smith Site illustrating east end bent.
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MISSISSIPPI PALISADES STATE PARK (CARROLL COUNTY)
GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING
The Mississippi Palisades State Park is situated along the eastern bluff slopes of
Mississippi River Valley within the unglaciated or "driftless" area that stretches across the
northwest corner of Illinois. The terrain is rugged and dissected by numerous upland ridges and
ravines. These ridges end abruptly in a line of towering, limestone bluffs, overlooking the
Mississippi River. This area was predominantly forested at the time of settlement, and it has
largely remained that way over its subsequent history.
The early history of Carroll County is linked, in many ways, to the development of the
lead mining region around Galena, in Jo Daviess County. Prior to Euro-American settlement,
the lead-ore found in the hills around Galena had been mined by both the French and the local
Native American populations. These early mining operations were small and the lead that was
extracted was primarily meant for local consumption. During the 1820's, however, there was a
"rush" of American miners to the region, and lead began to be extensively mined for export.
Thousands of miners and other interested parties flocked to Galena between 1824 and 1827, and
the sudden influx of population resulted in the formation of Jo Daviess County in 1827. At the
time of its organization, Jo Daviess encompassed all of northwestern Illinois north of the
Military Tract, including future Carroll County. Galena, which had been platted out in 1825,
was selected to be the county seat (Kett 1878:222; Johnson 1977).
Settlers heading to Galena came by a number of routes. Some went by way of the
Mississippi. Others came overland, on roads heading west from Fort Dearborn [Chicago],
northwest from Dixon's Ferry, and north, along the Mississippi, from Fort Armstrong [Rock
Island]. The latter two routes crossed portions of Carroll County, and numerous parties would
have passed through the area on their way to Galena. During the initial "lead rush," however, no
settlements were made in what was eventually to become Carroll County. The incoming
population was instead drawn to the lead mining region, thus bypassing a great deal of land to
the south and east of Galena; it was only later that settlers began to filter into these unsettled
lands.
The first documented settlement in Carroll County took place in November 1828, when
the families of George and Vance L. Davidson, Aaron Pierce, and William Blundle and settled
on the future site of Savanna. The families had previously lived in the Galena area, where the
men had worked in the lead mines for several years. Savanna was then known as the "Council
Bluffs of the Upper Mississippi," in reference to the surrounding bluffs and the large, council
house that had been built there by Native Americans. The council house was said to be have
been capable of holding 1000 people, and the Pierce family moved into the structure and opened
it as a hotel and tavern (Kett 1878:223).
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The Pierce, Davidson, and Blundle families remained the only settlers in Carroll County
until 1830-31, when they were joined by John Bernard and three other men named Hays,
Robinson, and Corbin. These newcomers settled in the river bottoms, below the bluffs, in what
now is Washington Township. Bernard established himself in Section 18, while Robinson and
Hays chose a site in Section 17. Corbin settled further south in Section 28, where, it is said, he
built his shelter up in a tree, out of fear of the many rattlesnakes in the area (Kett 1878:224;
Thompson 1869:Washington Township). These early settlers' residences were all adjacent to the
river road running between Fort Armstrong and Galena (United States General Land Office).
A number of settlements also took place in 1830-31 at Cherry and Elkhorn Groves. These
groves were located in the eastern part of the county and lay astride the road that ran between
Dixon's Ferry and Galena. The total number of settlers in the county at this time, however, was
minimal, and, during the Hawk War of 1832, the greater portion of the white population
evacuated the Carroll County area entirely, seeking refuge in Galena.
Settlement increased, however, in the years following the termination of the Black Hawk
War (Kett 1878:250). Many of these new settlers established themselves in the vicinity of the
Council Bluffs settlement. One of the most prominent of these newcomers was Luther H.
Bowen. Bowen had been in northwestern Illinois for a number years before he arrived in Carroll
County; he had worked as a surveyor and, later, as a supervisor of a mine in Galena. In 1835,
Bowen left Galena and purchased the claims of Aaron Pierce and George Davidson at the
Council Bluffs. In 1836, he platted out the town of Savanna on these two claims and established
a store that location. In the years that followed, other businesses moved in, and Savanna quickly
developed into a major trading point, with settlers coming from as far away as Winnebago,
Stephenson, and Ogle Counties to conduct business. In 1837, alone, Luther Bowen's store
reportedly sold 2,000 barrels of flour (Kett 1878:362, 365). By 1839, Savanna's population had
grown to 300; that same year, the town was selected to be the county seat when Carroll County
was separated from Jo Daviess (Kett 1878:250).
The first industry to develop in the county was lumber production. Most of western and
central Carroll County was wooded, and a sawmill was invariably one of the first businesses to
arise in this settlement. The first sawmill built in the county was on the Plum River, two and half
miles east of Savanna. It was erected by Luther Bowen and his brother in 1835 and remained in
operation for some time; at a later date, powder mill and flouring mills would be constructed at
the same location (Kett 1878:331). A sawmill was constructed in Elkhorn Grove in 1837, and,
shortly after this, another was erected in Mount Carroll Township. In 1841 Joseph McCollips
built a sawmill on Rush Creek in Washington Township (Kett 1878:331-333). Some of the
lumber produced by these mills was used locally, but much of it was shipped out of the county
by way of Savanna and the Mississippi River (Kett 1878:359).
Arnold's Landing, in Washington Township, was another early shipping point along the
Mississippi. The landing was named after Stephen N. Arnold, who had arrived in the county in
1833-34, and was of some importance during the early years of settlement in the county. Its
development may have been associated with the town of Portsmouth, which was platted near the
mouth of the Apple River less than a mile from the landing. The life of Portsmouth, however,
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did not extended much further than its platting, and Arnold's Landing never had more than a
cluster of buildings around it (Kett 1878:782; Thompson 1869; Ensign 1893:30).
The first town to develop away from the river was Mount Carroll, which was located
eight miles east of Savanna along Carroll Creek. In 1843, Mount Carroll consisted of nothing
more than a flouring mill and a scattering of buildings, and yet, it was chosen that year to
become the new seat of Carroll County. The actual removal of the county offices from Savanna
did not occur until 1844. During the interim, the town was platted, and plans were made for the
construction of a courthouse. By the 1850's Mount Carroll had grown into thriving community
that could count a wagon shop, a fanning mill, and a small foundry among its business interests.
The largest industry in town was brick manufacturing-- an operation that had been established by
James Hallet in 1847 (Kett 1878:356). Mount Carroll could also lay claim to having a women's
seminary; started in 1853, the seminary would later be named Schrimer College (Kett 1878:344).
Other sizable towns in the county included Milledgeville, Shannon, Lanark, and
Thomson. These towns were founded in the 1850's and 1860's, and their subsequent growth was
strongly related to the railroad development in the county. Carroll County had been slated to
have a railroad as early as 1837, when Stephen A. Douglas had suggested that the Illinois Central
Railroad pass through Savanna on its way to Galena. Construction on the railroad, however, was
delayed until 1852, and the railroad ended up bypassing the county entirely (Howard 1972:200,
244-5). During the 1850s, a number of railroad companies were formed, with the intention of
building an east-west line terminating at Savanna. It was not until 1860, however, that any of
these plans came to fruition. In that year, the Western Union Railroad was constructed through
the northern part of the county. Larnark and Shannon were founded adjacent to the tracks.
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Figure 54. Carroll County in 1893 (Ensign 1893).
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Figure 55. Location of the Barth Site in Mississippi Palisades State Park (Carroll County).
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THE BARTH SITE
Introduction. The Barth Site is located in the N1/2, SW1/4, Section 15, Washington
Township, in the rugged, dissected upland setting adjacent to the Mississippi River bluff line of
northwestern Carroll County. It is situated approximately six miles north of Savanna, Illinois
along Ridge Road which passes immediately east of the site. The major water courses in the
vicinity are Camp Creek (one mile to the east of the site) and the Mississippi River (two miles to
the west). The Barth Site is located within the boundaries of Mississippi River Palisades State
Park.
Summary of Archival Research. The U.S. Government Land Office (USGLO) surveyed
this area during the second quarter of 1839, and by that time, a number of improvements had
been made in the township. A USGLO plat from 1839 indicates that most of the improvements
at that time were located in the bottoms along the road, which ran between Savanna and Galena.
The plats depict four houses in the township: three are located adjacent to the Galena-Savanna
Road; the other is situated on the Mississippi. Additionally, many fields were indicated scattered
throughout the bottoms. The only improvement shown in the upland areas is a road running
northeast from Savanna; the road crosses the ridge line on which the Barth Site is located, goes
across Camp Creek, and then heads up an opposite ridge. Nothing is depicted as being on the
Barth Site at the time of the survey (United States Government Land Office 1839: vol.33, p.29).
The 1869 Carroll County atlas illustrates a structure on the Barth Site situated just west of
the ridgeline road. The area surrounding the site has been mostly cleared of timber, though the
majority of Washington Township is depicted as being wooded at this time. On this plat, "J.
Barth" is designated as the owner of the site and 160 acres of land surrounding it. One mile
north of the Barth Site, there is a church and a cemetery (Thompson and Everts 1869:
Washington Township).
An 1893 county atlas shows two structures at the Barth Site: one of these is a residence,
while the other is an outbuilding. Immediately south of these structures, is an orchard that was
not depicted in the 1869 atlas. At this time, the property is indicated as being owned by Julius
Barth (Ensign 1893:32).
No structures are depicted at this location on the 1908 plat (Ogle 1908:27). This absence
may have been an oversight on the part of the publishers, or it may indicate that the site was
abandoned and/or unoccupied at that time.
Private ownership of the land associated with the Barth Site dates to February 11, 1847,
when John Brendel purchased the N1/2, SW1/4, Section 15 from the Federal Government
(Carroll County Deed Record Z:251). Brendel owned the property for sixteen years before he
sold it to Mathias Miller, Jr. in 1863 (Carroll County Deed Record T:503). On April 3, 1868,
Miller sold the N1/2, SW1/4, Section 15 to Joseph Keller, who, on that same day, passed the
property on to Julius Barth (Carroll County Deed Record Z:252; 6:484).
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TABLE 5
Chain-of-Title for the Barth Site

Julius Both [sic], a 30-year old farmer who had been born in Hanover (Germany),
appears listed in the 1860 U. S. population census for Carroll County. According to the
census—and in conflict with the oral tradition, Julius' 28-year old wife Caroline was German
born (Hanover). The oldest child (three-year old Henry) had been born in Hanover, while the
younger Emma (1 year old) had been born in Illinois --suggesting that the family had been in the
United States only one or two years prior to 1860. It is not known where Barth was living at this
early date. Barth's absence from the 1870 U. S. population census for Carroll County is
unexplained.
By 1880, the family had matured. Julius was 50 years old and listed as a shoemaker and
farmer in the U. S. Population Census. Both his oldest son (23-year old Henry) and daughter
(20-year old Emma) were still living at home. At that time, Emma's occupation was indicated as
"working in factory." Other family members included Louisa (18 years old), Charles (15 years
old), Lena (13 years old), and George (11 years old). At that time, the family had a 38-year old
farm hand named James Keohleber (?) living in the house.
The 1880 U. S. Agricultural Census indicates that Barth owned his 490-acre farm
(consisting of 150 acres of improved and 340 acres of unimproved land), which was valued at
$5,000 at that time. Although Barth's implement ($100) and livestock ($350) values were fairly
typical for the region, the number of cattle (both "milch" and "other") were very high (consisting
of a total of 22 cattle. The previous year the farm had produced 10 calves and $400 worth of
butter --far greater than any of his neighbors. Besides the cattle, the farm had 7 pigs and 30
chickens --an average amount compared with his neighbors. With respect to cereal grain
production, Barth had 20 acres in corn, 40 acres in oats, 6 acres in rye, and 50 acres in wheat.
Additionally, Barth had 3 acres planted in potatoes and 1/4-acre planted in sorghum. None of his
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neighbors had planted any sorghum. Unlike his neighbors, Barth had marketed $50 worth of
timber as well as an additional $180 worth of forest products --much higher than any of his
neighbors (U. S. Agricultural Census 1880).
Based on the analysis of the 1880 census, the Barth farm appears to be specializing in
dairy and/or cattle production. In addition, he has a well-rounded corn/oats/wheat cereal grain
production and is actively managing his timber resources. Although Barth is doing well
compared to his immediate neighbors, the value of his landholdings and the size of his dairy herd
are middle of the road compared to the other farms in the township. When viewed in the
perspective of also being a shoemaker, the Barth family is probably doing fairly well for
themselves.
In April 1899, shortly after Julius Barth's death, his widow received an odd assortment of
items including "152 bushels of corn, household furniture, grind-stone, sledge-hammer, buffalo
robe, fly nets, iron kettles, piece of corn plow, churn, rake, old mower, buck saw, one barrel, box
of old iron, piece of plow, piece of cradle, grub hoe, sausage grinder, wagon wheel, wrench,
overcoat and piece of buggy pole". Additionally, written into the margin was another item, a
"heat stove" (Julius Barth Estate; Probate File 1685, Box 71).
Apparently the Barth family has remained in the area until the present time. Julius Barth
was the great-grandfather of present township resident Bob Krejci (Oral interview with Jane
Johnston). According to Krejci, when his grandfather was 6-7 years old, the family constructed
the existing log house and moved onto the upland ridge from the adjoining hollow. Assuming
that Henry Barth was his grandfather, this would suggest that this house was constructed during
the middle 1860s. Also, Krejci claimed that the house was constructed with the assistance of the
nearby Mesquakie Indians. According to Krejci, Julius' wife was of Mesquakie (Fox) heritage
and the men from the nearby reservation at Tama traveled to Carroll County to assist with the
house raising. Unfortunately, this does not jibe with the documentary record.
Also, according to oral tradition, the local congregation of the First Lutheran Church
initially met and organized within the second story of this building (Bob Krejci, personal
communication). This large single room with its high loft ceiling would have made a suitable
meeting place for a small rural congregation. Unfortunately, no information regarding the
founding of the First Lutheran Church was found. Further research into the church history would
be useful.
Architectural Description. Today, the Barth Site consists of a large nineteenth century
combination frame and log house, steel windmill, and twentieth century frame garage. The log
house is a tall, 1 1/2-story, double pen structure with a rectangular footprint and gable roof. A
frame, shed-roof addition was constructed onto the rear of the house and represents a later
nineteenth century alteration to the original log structure.
The original log house at the Barth Site measures approximately 18'6" (east/west) x
28'2" (north/south). The simple, two-room plan has a large (15'9" x 16'6") room on the north and
a smaller room (8'8" x 15'9") on the south. Although only the larger of the two rooms had
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exterior doors, both rooms had two windows. A recently constructed masonry fireplace is
located along the west wall within the larger, more formal of the two downstairs rooms. This
fireplace appears to have been constructed in the opening once used by the earlier stairs that led
to the upstairs loft. The downstairs ceiling height is low (only 7'0" high). A screened-in porch,
7'0" wide, currently spans the entire length of the front of the house.
The original house had a slightly off-center entrance door in both the front and rear
elevations. Whereas the east door was flanked by a window on each side, interior alterations to
the building made the assessment of the original west wall of the house difficult. It is suspected
that the west elevation in the original log house had a door flanked by a single window south of
the door (the placement of the original steps to the upstairs may have precluded a window north
of the door). Further structural research would be necessary to address this issue. Additionally,
windows were located in each of the gable end walls of the original log house.
Currently, the upstairs loft is separated into two bedrooms. The existing floor plan is a
fairly recent configuration. "Ghosts" of earlier plank walls are present on the wood floor and
suggest that an earlier floor plan also had two rooms of a slightly different configuration than the
existing. Our interpretation is that the original log house, with its low ceiling height, had two
rooms separated by a plank wall and a stair leading downstairs located in the northwest corner of
the structure. After the new roof structure was constructed, the loft remained one large room for
many years --the current partitions being added only recently.
The log knee walls in the upper story loft are fairly tall, measuring approximately 5'5"
above the original loft floor. At the ridge line, the ceiling height is currently 7'9". A previous
ceiling, which was once approximately 9'10" tall, has been enclosed by the present ceiling.
A small cellar is present beneath the original log structure. This cellar, which was
originally entered by way of an exterior bulkhead entrance located along the south side of the
building, measures 6'6" x 14'9" in size. A single basement window supplies light to this small
storage room. Presently, a tile block wall separates the cellar from the unexcavated crawlspace
located beneath the remainder of the original building. The cellar floor has been excavated
approximately 2'3" beneath the base of the stone foundation walls. The unsupported and inward
sloping dirt walls have been coated with a thin layer of lime mortar. The foundations that
support the Barth House are 1'8" in thickness and constructed of quarried limestone laid up with
a soft, lime mortar. The ceiling height in the cellar is a modest 6'7".
The walls of the Barth House were constructed using local hardwood logs approximately
1'4" to 1'8" in diameter and hewn to 7-8" in thickness. The large, straight logs used in the
construction of this house suggest that it was manufactured from quality, first growth timber.
The corners of each log were joined using a half dovetail notch and were cut flush with the wall
plane suggesting that it was built to receive siding. One log in the western wall has a portion of a
window hole cut into it suggesting that at least some of the logs used in the construction of this
house had been salvaged from an earlier structure and re-used in the construction of this
building.
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This house currently does not have a log (nor frame) sill. The ends of the existing sawn
floor joist have been incorporated into the stone foundation wall and the first log rests directly on
the stone foundation. It appears that this represents a modification to the original structure,
which either had log sleepers, or hewn floor joists that would have rested on a log sill (See
discussion below). It is suspected that the log sill and original floor joist had deteriorated and
were replaced at some later date. It is also possible, though, that this is how the original house
was constructed and represents an idiosyncratic method of construction (Further research,
consisting of some demolition of the building, would be required to answer this question).
The top wall plate consists of a rectangular (5" x 8") hand hewn beam. The interstices
between the wall logs have been filled with a lime rich mortar; details of the chinking used in
these walls are presently not known.
Both the first and second story floor joists are unplaned (or rough 4 sides) 2" x 8 1/4"
circular sawn pine, placed on 22" centers. There is some question in that the lower story sawn
joists may have replaced earlier log sleepers or hewn joists. Beneath the first floor frame
partition, a single 8" to 9" square hand hewn beam is present and may represent an original floor
joist, or simply a support beam for the partition wall.
Whereas the ends of the first floor joists are incorporated into the stone foundation wall,
the ends of the second floor joist are supported by a hand hewn 6" square beam resting on one of
the wall logs. Although this appears to be a modification to the original structure, it may have
been an original construction detail. Although the ceiling joists were originally exposed (and
probably whitewashed), they currently are covered with sawn laths and plaster.
The flooring within the original log house consists of 3 1/4" tongue-and-groove yellow
pine laid over 5 1/4" tongue-and-groove white pine laid diagonally across the floor joist. The
diagonal placement of the wider, white pine flooring suggests that it was laid as a subfloor when
the house was remodeled during the early twentieth century.
The existing roof system has been dramatically rebuilt over the years; nothing of the
original roof system has survived to the present. The first rebuilding was constructed using 2" x
6" joists and 2" x 8" rafters and had diagonal braces which created a garreted ceiling. Both the
joists and rafters were circular sawn pine, rough on all four sides (R4S). Although a ridgeboard
was present, this roof system was constructed using machine cut nails. As such, this new roof
system --which resulted in the removal of the original roofline-- was probably built during the
last quarter of the nineteenth century or very early twentieth century (circa 1875-1905). It is
suspected that the rear shed-roof addition on the house was also raised a half story in height and
a new roof system added at the same time.
When the new roof system was installed, the upstairs loft had a high (approximately
9'10") ceiling. This early ceiling system was constructed with 2" x 6" circular sawn pine (R4S)
joists and machine cut nails while the later (and lower) ceiling was constructed using 2" x 5 3/4"
circular sawn fir (S4S) joist and wire drawn nails. Both ceilings were covered with circular sawn
laths and plaster. We suspect that the earlier of these two ceilings dates from the late nineteenth
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century when the new roof system was installed and that the lower ceiling probably dates from
the middle twentieth century (circa 1940s).
The present roof pitch approximates an 8" rise over 12" run. The rafter ends have been
boxed-in. The present rear addition has a shed roof that is continuous with the main gable roof
giving the impression of a saltbox house form. The present roof is covered with asphalt shingles.
Little is known about the existing nailers or early roof coverings.
Only a single interior partition was present in the original log house. This interior wall
was constructed using 2" x 4" circular sawn pine studs (R4S) covered with circular sawn laths
and plaster. During the middle twentieth century, the interior surface of all the walls was
covered with wide tongue-and-groove knotty pine paneling. The original stair hall, which
probably was constructed using plank walls, had been removed at an earlier date (probably when
the existing roof system was constructed and the height of the lean-to addition was raised, circa
1875-1910). The original interior wall finish was whitewashed exposed logs, followed by lath
and plaster (probably both painted and papered) and finally by varnished, 3/4" x 7", tongue-andgroove knotty pine paneling.
Although no nineteenth century chimneys were present with the main block of the Barth
House, several chimney holes for round, metal flue pipe were present within the second story
floor. These holes suggests that the early occupants used cast-iron heating and cooking stoves
vented with sheet metal flue that passed directly through the ceiling. Sometime during the early
twentieth century (and after the relocation of the stairway to the upstairs), a fireplace (with
poured concrete foundation) was added to the larger, more formal room of the log house.
The original log house at the Barth Site did not set in its original "as-built" condition for
many years. Shortly after its mid-nineteenth century (circa 1865) construction, a shed-roofed
frame addition was built onto the rear of the house11 . This addition, which extended the entire
length of the original building, is 12'9" wide. This addition created two new rooms on the
ground floor as well as a large new basement room. The larger of the ground floor rooms
probably functioned as a new kitchen. It measured approximately 12'0" by 16'9" and probably
had access to a new brick chimney. The smaller room, which also had its own exterior entrance,
measured approximately 9'9" by 12'0". Although the smaller of these two rooms may have
functioned as a laundry and storage room, it may also have functioned as a small, downstairs
bedroom. The "ghost" of the original wall that separated these two rooms was evident in the
existing exterior walls of this addition. Sometime during the middle twentieth century, this

11

Some thought has been given to the fact that this addition was actually constructed onto what was then the front
of the house. As such, when this addition was built, it would have caused a reorientation of the farmstead --the back
became the front and the front became the back. Although our evidence is limited, it includes 1) the presence of
formal cedar trees along the west side of the house, 2) an oral tradition that the privies were along the northeast side
of the house, and 3) the location of both the well, windmill and cistern in what is now the front yard of the house.
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partition wall was removed (further enlargening the kitchen) and a small (6'0" by 8'9") bathroom
was carved out of the northeast corner of this room.12
The bulkhead entrance to the new basement was located along the south wall, in a similar
position as the cellar entrance in the original house. This suggests that a long porch may have
extended across the south elevation of the building during these years (further structural research,
involving the removal of the current siding would be required to address this question). The new
basement rooms measures 9'8" by 24'6". When this new addition was constructed, the earlier
entrance to the old cellar was blocked up and a new doorway installed between the two cellar
rooms.
This addition has a substantial, quarried limestone foundation (1'9" thick) and was
constructed using traditional timber frame technology. The sills are 8" to 9" logs hewn only on
two surfaces. The floor joists are 5" diameter logs (non-oak; potentially birch?) hewn flat on
their top surfaces and placed 18" on center. The ends of the log joists have been hewn square
and rest directly on the hewn sills. The studs, which are morticed into the sills and upper plate,
are 2" x 4" circular sawn white (?) pine. The corner posts are hand-hewn 4" x 6" oak, which are
morticed into the sill. No diagonal knee braces are present.
The existing ceiling joists, which are identical to those in the main body of the house, are
2" x 8" circular sawn pine (R4S) and appear to date to the period in time when the new roof
system was constructed (circa late nineteenth century). Nothing of the frame addition's original
roof system is present.
During the late nineteenth century, this single story frame addition was raised to 1 1/2
stories in height making the attic space functional. At that time, the existing stairway was carved
from the southeast corner of the kitchen, a new door was constructed upstairs between the raised
lean-to and the original log house, and the steps located in the original portion of the house were
removed. Upstairs, the new area within the lean-to addition, contained two nearly equal size
rooms (both containing a single window and one containing the stairway). Although the ceiling
height was 7'3" along the east wall of these rooms, it was only a low 1'9" along the outer, west
wall. These modifications were constructed using 2" x 4" circular sawn (R4S) pine studs and
machine cut nails.
Sometime during the middle twentieth century (circa middle to late 1940s), the upstairs
north room in the lean-to addition (which originally probably functioned as a storage or bed
room) was partitioned into two smaller rooms. The western of these two new rooms, with its
low ceiling height, functioned as a storage closet. In the eastern room was installed a bathroom
with toilet, sink and shower facilities.
12

It may have been at the same time that the lean -to addition was heightened, the new stairway installed, and the
upstairs bathroom added. It would appear that both bathrooms were plumbed at the same time. If this is true, the
upstairs toilet is impressed "Sep. 8, 1942 / Made in U.S.A" and suggests that these modifications may have been
made sometime immediately after World War II (during the middle to late 1940s).
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The most recent modification to the Barth House was the construction of a single room
wing onto the south end of the lean-to addition. On the ground floor this single room
incorporated a small sink as well as the steps leading to the basement. This room probably
functioned as a "mud" (and storage) room for removing dirty clothes prior to entering the house.
The cellar beneath this room had a coal chute and thus functioned as a coal storage room for the
coal-burning furnace that had been installed in the basement. With its nominal-dimensioned fir
studs, wire drawn nails and 8" concrete block foundation, this addition was constructed fairly
recently (during the post World War II era, circa 1950s). This most recent round of
modifications probably also included new partitions in the upstairs of the original house, the
lowered ceiling upstairs, addition of knotty pine paneling, as well as the bathrooms, furnace, and
asbestos siding.
Few outbuildings have survived to the present at this farmstead. The only existing
outbuilding is a frame, combination three-car garage and workshop, which apparently was
constructed during the middle twentieth century. Additionally, a steel frame windmill and
concrete capped cistern (with a 1949 date inscribed in the concrete cap) are present. The 1949
date on the concrete capped cistern suggests that the last episodes of modernization taking place
on this house may have occurred during the late 1940s.
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Figure 56. Location of the Barth Site on the 1869 plat of Washington Township, Carroll County (Thompson and Everts 1869).
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Figure 57. Location of the Barth Site on the 1893 plat of Washington Township, Carroll County (Ensign 1893).
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Figure 58. Plan of the Barth Site, 1993.
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Figure 59. Two views of the Barth House.
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Figure 60. Window and door details at the Barth House.
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Figure 61. Interior detail of late nineteenth century addition illustrating low head room and narrow stairway.
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Figure 62. View of garage and concrete cistern (dated 1949) at the Barth Site.
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Figure 63. First floor plan of the Barth House, 1993.
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Figure 64. Second story floor plan of the Barth House, 1993.
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Figure 65. Basement floor plan of the Barth House, 1993.
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Figure 66. Cross sectional view of the Barth house llustrating the multiple additions built
onto the original log structure.
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Figure 67. Cross sectional views of the Barth house illustrating the evolutionary sequence
of additions.
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TEN MILE CREEK STATE FISH AND WILDLIFE AREA
(HAMILTON COUNTY)
GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING
Throughout its history, Hamilton County has retained an overwhelmingly rural character,
and there have been a limited number of sources published concerning its settlement and
subsequent development. The primary sources available are an 1876 atlas (Warner and Beers
1876) and a county history published in 1887 (Godspeed Publishing 1887).
Euro-American settlement in what is now Hamilton County began in the years following
the conclusion of the War of 1812. Initial settlement in the region was spurred by the Goshen
Trail, which ran between Shawneetown in Gallatin County, and Edwardsville in Madison
County, via Carlyle. Settlers striking into the interior along the Trail first headed west of
Shawneetown following the course of the Saline River until reaching that government saline,
near the present town of Equality. At that point, the Trail turned north, running parallel to the
North Fork of the Saline River. The Trail entered Hamilton County in present-day Twigg
Township and ran northwest, passing through portions of McLeansboro and Knight's Prairie
Townships (Buck 1917:65).
By 1818 an estimated 100 families had settled in Hamilton County. The majority of
these settlers had established homesteads along Ten Mile, Wheeler, and Bear Creeks, in Crook,
McLeansboro, and Knights Prairie Townships (Buck 1917:52m, 63, 65). At that time, the nine
townships currently within Hamilton County formed the western half of White County. In
February 1821, however, these townships were divided off from the latter county and officially
organized as Hamilton County (Godspeed Publishing Company 1887:259).
Following the county's organization, Dr. William B. McLean offered the county
commissioners twenty acres of his land in the northwest quarter of Section 25, Township 5,
Range 6 for use as the county seat. McClean's donation was accepted and in June 1821 Thomas
Sloo, Jr. surveyed the town of McLeansboro on the property. As the county seat and first town
to be established, McLeansboro became a natural center of commerce in the county. The
community experienced slow, but steady, growth during the first decades following its
foundation. In October 1842, McLeansboro was incorporated as a town (Godspeed Publishing
Company 1887:275, 292, 302).
McLeansboro remained the only platted town in Hamilton County until the 1850s, at
which time there were no less than nine towns surveyed. Lovilla was platted five miles northeast
of McLeansboro in 1854. It was followed by Rectorville, Jamestown, Jefferson City, Walpole,
Logansport, New London, and Mellonville (which were surveyed in 1857) and Macedonia
(which was founded in 1858). The following decade witnessed the platting of Belle City (also
known as Belle Prairie) in 1862 and Hoodville in 1866. In spite of their aspirations, the majority
of these towns were nothing more than hamlets, serving the needs of the surrounding populace
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through the presence of a post office, merchant and possibly a mill (Godspeed Publishing
Company 309-311)
Mellonville was located in the northwest quarter of Section 26 in Knight's Prairie
Township, at the juncture of the old Benton Road and the Goshen Trail. Prior to its platting,
Mellonville was a stop along one of the existing stagecoach routes. A post office was
established at that location as early as 1851, and a "jug store"-- handling whiskey, groceries,
hardware, and dry goods-- was eventually built there. In time, the store came to be purchased by
Reverend Thomas Mellon; it was he and Thomas B. Lockwood who platted twenty-nine lots
comprising Mellonville in 1857. Subsequent enterprises established in the town included a
blacksmith's shop, a bur mill, a sawmill, and a brick kiln. During the latter part of the century,
the community's name was changed to Flint (Sneed 1977:54-55).13
By 1870, there were over 13,000 people living in Hamilton County. The vast majority of
this population resided in rural areas and was involved in agricultural pursuits. The primary
crops in the county at that time were corn and tobacco. Secondary farm products included oats,
winter wheat, potatoes, sorghum, wool, and butter. Much of the county remained heavily
wooded, and logging was an important rural industry during this period. In 1876, there were ten
saw mills operating at various locations throughout the county, producing lumber from white and
black oak, walnut, ash, hickory, and a variety of softer woods (Warner and Beers 1876:192).
In 1870, the St. Louis and Southeastern Railroad was constructed through Hamilton
County. This railroad ran southeast of Mount Vernon, in neighboring Jefferson County, to
McLeansboro, where it separated into two branches: one branch headed east to Evansville,
Indiana, while the other went south to Shawneetown (Warner and Beers 1876:132, 192).14
Shortly after the railroad's completion encouraged the foundation of the towns of Dahlgren,
Delafield, Thackery, and Broughton adjacent to its tracks. With ready access to outside markets,
these new rail towns quickly overshadowed those older communities that had been bypassed by
the railroad. Many of the rural service centers established over the previous two decades went
into rapid decline as the commerce that had been the supporting them was drawn inexorably
towards the railroad.15
McLeansboro flourished in its position as a railroad junction. Between 1872 and 1876
alone, the town had seven additions made to it. Over the following decade, the community's
population steadily rose, reaching nearly 1,700 by 1886, the year it was officially incorporated as
a city. McLeansboro's business community during the 1880s included over fifty enterprises; the
most prominent of these were three grist mills ("City Flouring", "The People's", and "Rice and
13

This apparently took place in 1882, when a Mr. Flint bought the Reverend Mellon's jug store and reopened the
post office under the name "Flint" (Sneed 1977:55).
14

This rail line was eventually absorbed into the Louisville and Nashville system (Godspeed Publishing Company
1887:309).
15

This was readily seen in the case of Rectorville. Barely bypassed by the railroad, the town's post office and
business community eventually moved to Broughton, one mile to the north. In 1887, Rectorville was officially
vacated (Sneed 1977:58).
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Pape's") and the Hamilton County Woolen Mills. For a brief period, the city was also the home
of Hamilton College, which functioned between 1874 and 1880 (Godspeed Publishing Company
1887:293-296, 306, 319-320; Warner and Beers 1876:192).
In spite of these developments, however, Hamilton County remained overwhelmingly
rural into the twentieth century. The introduction of the automobile and paved roads during the
first decades of the century proved the final blow for those service communities that had
managed to survive to that point, as it became easier for rural consumers to travel to larger towns
to buy goods (Sneed 1977:46-60). Today, McLeansboro remains the largest community in
Hamilton County, with a population of around 3,000.
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Figure 68. Hamilton County in 1876 (Warner and Beers 1876).
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Figure 69. Location of the Harper Site.
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THE HARPER SITE
Introduction. The Harper Site is located in the NE1/4, SW1/4, SE1/4 Section 23,
Knight's Prairie Township, in western Hamilton County, Illinois. The site is situated on the west
side of County Road 475E, three-quarters of a mile south of Illinois Route 14. The hamlet of
Flint lies approximately three-quarters of a mile southwest of the site, and McLeansboro, the
county-seat of Hamilton County, lies four miles to the northeast.
Summary of Archival Research. The SW1/4, SE1/4 Section 27, in which the Harper Site
is located, was purchased from the Federal Government on February 27, 1850 by John B.
Lockwood (Hamilton County Entry Book). Lockwood retained ownership of the tract until his
death. On September 25, 1867 his son Albert, along with his other heirs, sold the SW1/4, SE1/4
Section 23 and the N1/2, NW1/4 Section 26 to Samuel S. Price for $200 (Hamilton County Deed
Record X:47). Samuel Price retained ownership of the SW1/4, SE1/4 Section 26 until August 22,
1872 when he sold it and 48 acres located in nearby Section 26 to Joseph H. McDaniel for
$1,500 (Hamilton County Deed Record 27:126).16
It does not appear as though either Joseph McDaniel or any of the previous owners
resided on the SW1/4, SE1/4 Section 26 during their period of ownership. An 1876 atlas of
Hamilton County indicates no structures standing on the Harper Site at that time. In fact, the
map depicts Section 23 as being almost entirely covered by timber. The only structure shown in
the entire section is a church situated in the NE1/4, NE1/4, on the north bank of Ten Mile Creek.
Other than the church, the only other improvements indicated in Section 23 by the map are the
Goshen and Benton Roads, which pass through the south half of the section and intersected at
Mellonville in Section 26 (Warner and Beers 1876:132).
Joseph McDaniel owned the SW1/4, SE1/4 Section 23 for only three years before
Hamilton County confiscated the property for nonpayment of taxes. On June 14, 1875, the
county sold the tract at public auction to Alfred Braden; that same day, Braden also purchased
the east part of the NW1/4, NW1/4, the west part of the NW1/4, NW1/4, and the NE1/4, NW1/4
of Section 26 (Hamilton County Deed Record 34:258).17 Braden retained ownership of the
SW1/4, SE1/4 Section 23 until February 16, 1880, when he sold the forty-acre tract to John C.
Harper for $420 (Hamilton County Deed Record 42:77).
Born in Tennessee in 1847, John C. Harper appears to have immigrated to Hamilton
County with his family in the early 1850s (Hamilton County Death Record 1:2954). His
acquisition of the SW1/4, SE1/4 coincided with his purchase of a number of other adjacent
16

The land purchased by McDaniel in Section 26 included the NE1/4, NW1/4 and "that portion of the NW1/4,
NW1/4 Section 26 lying east of the Goshen Road" (Hamilton County Deed Record 27:126).
17

This sale was confirmed by J. J. Buck, the county clerk of Hamilton County, in a deed dated August 30, 1877
(Hamilton County Deed Record 34:258).
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properties that eventually left him the owner of nearly 170 acres in the south half of Section 26
(Hamilton County Deed Record: Miscellaneous deeds; Alden Publishing Company 1905:15).
Table 6
Chain-of-Title for the Meyer Site

The 1900 census of Hamilton County indicates that John Harper was at that time residing
in McLeansboro Township, where he was rent farming (Population Schedule 1900:8). The fact
that he was farming rented ground rather than on his own property suggests that his land
holdings in the S1/2 of Section 23 in Knight's Prairie Township may have not have been suitable
for farming at that time. Given the conditions depicted in the 1873 map, it's possible that the
property may have not have been entirely cleared of timber.
The 1910 census, however, indicates that John Harper did eventually establish a
residence on his property in Knight's Prairie. While the exact date of this event is unknown, tax
records suggest that the move took place in 1902 or 1903 (Hamilton County Collector's Book
1902, 1903). A county atlas published in 1905 depicts two structures standing on Harper's
property in the S1/2 of Section 23 (one building is located in the NW1/4, SW1/4, SW1/4; the
other is located in the NW1/4, SW1/4, SE1/4 and may correspond to the current structure at the
Harper Site) (Alden Publishing Company 1905:15). The 1910 census of Knight's Prairie points
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to the latter structure being occupied by a tenant farmer named Phelix N. Parker. Sixty-one years
of age and widowed, Parker was living with his three sons, two daughters, and his son-in-law.
The other house appears to have been John Harper's residence (Population Schedule 1910:7B).
Property tax records indicate that the SW1/4, SE1/4 Section 23 jumped in assessed value
from $100 to $160 between 1906 and 1907. This increase in assessed value may reflect the
construction of the log house by Harper. Unfortunately, this doesn't explain why a structure
shows up in the 1905 plat.
John Harper retained ownership of the Harper Site until his death on April 10, 1918
(Hamilton County Death Record A: 2954). Following his death, his land holdings were divided
between his surviving heirs. The north 10 acres of the SW1/4, SE1/4 (which includes the Harper
Site) and the south 20 acres of the NW1/4, SE1/4 of Section 23 was purchased by his son,
Edward C. Harper, who paid the other heirs $500 for the property. The deed detailing this
transaction stipulates that Edward's mother, Sarah P. Harper, was to receive the rents from the
above thirty acres for the duration of her life.18 This stipulation, coupled with the fact that
Edward was a resident of Alton, Illinois, suggests that the Harper Site was still occupied by a
tenant during this period (Hamilton County Deed Record 102:207).
Title to the thirty acres surrounding the Harper Site remained in Edward C. Harper's
name through 1966. Tax records indicate that the tract was then acquired by Carmencita
McCarty, who owned it until 1970, when it was purchased by the Arkel Land Company
(Rockford Map Company 1965:16; Hamilton County Collector's Book 1965-1971). At an
unknown date, the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) acquired the property. In circa 1988, the
TVA sold the Harper Site and its associated acreage to the Illinois Department of Conservation
(IDOC). The property was subsequently incorporated into the Ten Mile Creek State Fish and
Wildlife Area (Hassen 1988).
Architectural Description. The Harper Site consists of a single log structure and the
remains of a log outbuilding. The log house is a single story, single pen structure with a
rectangular footprint and gable roof. Within the front elevation, a central door is flanked on each
side by a small window. The rear elevation has a central doorway but lacks the windows. No
windows are present on either of the gable end walls. No structural evidence indicates that
neither a front nor rear porch was ever present. A light scatter of twentieth century debris is
present in the yard around the house. The most recent furnishings (consisting of wood stove,
sofa and multiple mattresses) had been removed from the house and discarded around the south
yard immediately in front of the door.
The Harper house, which measures 17'0" (north/south) by 19'5" (east/west), contains only
a single, multi-purpose room. Located within the west gable end wall is a small diameter flue
hole suggesting that the combination cooking and heating stove was probably located towards

18

Sarah P. Harper died on May 21, 1929. At the time of her death she was residing in McCleansboro (Hamilton
County Death Record 4:5151).
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that end of the building.19 With that in mind, the bed probably was located towards the east end
of the room. The ceiling height in this room was 7'6". Neither a cellar nor a loft was associated
with this house.
The log walls of the Harper House rest on stone piers situated at each of the building
corners. These have deteriorated over the years and have been bolstered with stacked concrete
blocks. The stone piers were laid with a hard Portland-rich mortar.
The logs used in the wall construction, which have been hewn to a variable 5" to 6"
thickness, are all locally procured oak and hickory logs. The corners have been joined using half
dovetail notches. Many of the logs have been salvaged from an earlier, log structure; these logs
extend past the corner and have remnant notches once associated with a slightly larger building.
It is interesting to note that the original notches on these logs were cut with an ax while the most
recent notches have been cut with a saw. The logs, which are all fairly straight and wide (9" to
15" in diameter), are suggestive of first growth timber. The spaces between the logs have been
chinked with rived oak planks (approximately 12" in length) and hard Portland-rich mortar.
The floor joist consist of 2" x 6" circular sawn yellow pine planks placed on 2'0" centers
and surfaced on all four sides. The flooring is 3/4" x 7 1/4" tongue and groove yellow pine
boards. No studs are present in the building. The ceiling joists are 2" x 7 1/4" circular sawn oak
(rough four sides) placed on 2'0" centers. A 1" x 6" circular sawn oak plank has been set on the
top surface of the upper log to receive the rafters (which are full dimension 2" x 4" circular sawn
oak placed on 2'0" centers). No ridge board is present. The roof is covered with corrugated
metal sheeting attached to 1" x 6" circular sawn oak sheathing placed on approximate 2'0"
centers. This metal roof appears to be original to this structure; there is no evidence of wood
shingles ever having been applied to this building. All nails used in the construction of this
house are wire drawn varieties common during the twentieth century.
The exterior wall surface had never been covered with weatherboard siding. The logs
projecting past the corners prohibit the application of siding and suggest that this structure never
was sided. The gable end walls are covered with vertical 1" x 12" circular sawn oak planks.
Although the outside of the building may have once been painted, no evidence of such was
present.
The interior wall surfaces were unplastered. Although the interior walls have been
extremely weathered, the original wall covering appears to have been whitewash. Several layers
of newsprint have been applied to the inside surface of the walls over the whitewash; one of the
later papers was The Times Leader from McLeansboro and was dated January 17, 1935. The
ceiling was originally open with exposed ceiling joist; at some later date, 3/8" x 3 1/4" tongue
and groove bead board (attached upside down) was applied to the ceiling.

19

When visited by ISM staff in August 1988, a woodstove and flue were still present within the house (Hassen
1988).
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The openings for the two double hung sash windows in the Harper House were small and
measured 1'9" wide by 4' 5 1/2" tall. The configuration of the windows is unknown since no
sash had survived to the present. The doors were of plank construction and measured 2'6" by 6'
7 1/4" in size. They were constructed using four 7/8" planks joined with half laps and two
battens. At some later date, window holes had been cut into the doors.20 At some earlier date,
these two openings had screen doors attached. The interior trim consisted of unmolded, 3/4" x 3
3/4" yellow pine that had been painted white.
Little survived of the log outbuilding once associated with this house. The surviving
stone piers and decayed log floor joist and sill indicate that this structure measured 16'5" wide by
42'0" long. This outbuilding is located approximately 130' southwest of the house. Although the
function of this structure is unknown, it is suspected as being either a barn or second domestic
building.

20

The most recent use of this log house was as a hunter's "cabin". It was on the doors of the house that many
individuals left messages for friends and family. One such message, dated March 6, 1957 stated "Hello Slim" and
was signed by "Horse Shoe, Monkey and Henry Moredock" from Granite City. Another, which was addressed
simply to "Ed", was clearly written by a distraught housewife. It stated "Why in the hell don't you come home and
stay. We need you." It was signed "Carol Beth."
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Figure 70. Location of the Harper Site on the Standard Atlas of Hamilton County, Illinois
(Alden Publishing Company 1905:15).
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Figure 71. Sketch map of the Harper Site.
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Figure 72. The Harper Site log house.
125

Figure 73. The Harper Site log house, corner detail. Note that the lower logs extend past the existing wall lane and have
remnants of an earlier set of corner notches. The earlier notches were cut with an axe wile the later ones were cut with a saw.
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Figure 74. The Harper Site log house, floor plan.
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Figure 75. The Harper Site log house, sectional view.
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Figure 76. The Harper Site log house, door detail.
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CACHE RIVER STATE NATURAL AREA (JOHNSON COUNTY)
GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING
Although Euro-American settlement in what is now Johnson County did not begin until
the first decade of the nineteenth century, the county had been regularly traversed by individuals
traveling along the La Grand Trace that connected Fort Massac (now Metropolis) on the Ohio
River, and Kaskaskia (Randolph County). This route had been established by the French in the
early eighteenth century and was used by George Rogers Clark's expedition in 1778.
Additionally, this trail was also utilized by many of the American settlers who immigrated to
Illinois in the decades immediately following the Revolutionary War (Wagner and McCorvie
1992:29-31; Reynolds 1887:281). The majority of these early settlers chose not to settle in
Johnson County, but moved further north into present-day Monroe, Randolph, and St. Clair
Counties.21 At a later date, a second road was established that lead west from Lusk's Ferry
(present day Golconda) to a point where it met the La Grand Trace in Johnson County.
Johnson County was officially organized in September 1812. At the time of its
organization, the county was defined by the Big Muddy and Mississippi Rivers on the west, Lusk
Creek and the Ohio River on the east, the Ohio River on the south, and by Gallatin County (as it
then existed) on the north. In 1816, however, the county was cut in half by the formation of
Jackson and Pope Counties, and it was reduced even further by the creation of Union County in
1818; it would assume its present borders in 1843, when Pulaski and Massac Counties were
organized (Chapman 1925:16-17).
The first seat of government in Johnson County was Elvira, which had been founded near
the present western border of Johnson County in 1806 (Chapman 1925:16). In its heyday, Elvira
claimed two mercantile stores, a blacksmith shop, the courthouse, a jail, a post office, and
perhaps twenty-five dwellings. Its population in 1818 stood at about 100 individuals (Sneed
1977:112).
The 1818 census, taken immediately prior to statehood, indicates that Johnson County
had a population of 767, which was the smallest of any county in Illinois at that time. The
densest areas of settlement were along the Cache River tributaries and the Golconda-Kaskaskia
Road in Elvira, Bloomfield, and Vienna Precincts.
In 1818, the county seat was relocated from Elvira to Vienna, which had been platted
nine miles southeast of the former community earlier that year (Buck 1917:70-1). This move
assured Vienna's future prosperity and contributed to its rise as the leading town in the county.
The community also benefited from its position at the juncture of the old Fort Massac-Kaskaskia

21

According to John Reynolds (Governor of Illinois from 1830-34), in 1800, there was not one homestead between
Hull's Ferry (which was located several miles up river from Fort Massac) and Kaskaskia (Chapman 1825:42).
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Road (La Grand Trace) and the road between Golconda and Jonesboro.
incorporated as a village in 1837 (Chapman 1925:309).

Vienna was

By the 1840s, Vienna had developed into a regional transportation hub. A map published
in 1846 indicates that the community then had six major roads radiating out from it, leading to
the river towns of Shawneetown, Golconda, Metropolis, and Cairo, and the inland towns of
Jonesboro and Banbridge (Mitchell 1846). But, as late as 1850, its population was only 142
individuals (Chapman 1925:309).
Johnson County was destined to retain its rural character throughout its history, with
agriculture being the primary industry. During the Civil War, tobacco and cotton --both
traditional southern crops-- were grown rather extensively in Johnson County. Once southern
markets were reopened at the conclusion of the war, cotton production largely died off, but the
growth of tobacco persisted for some decades. In 1875, the Johnson County farmers reportedly
produced three million pounds of the leaf.
In 1876, Warner and Beers' Atlas of the State of Illinois noted that:
The soil [of Johnson County] is of a superior quality, and the great staples, for
years, have been wheat, corn and tobacco. Cotton thrives well, but has only been
raised for home consumption. For fruit trees of all kinds no better situation could
well be found, and for grape culture the prospects appear to be flattering (Warner
and Beers 1876:195)
Throughout much of the nineteenth century, farming in Johnson County was primarily confined
to ridge crests and other high ground. The swamp and bottomlands adjacent to the Cache were
largely avoided by early settlers, and the majority of these lands remained unsold until the 1850s,
when the government began selling them as swampland priced as low as $0.25/acre. The first
known effort to ditch and drain bottomland in Johnson County was undertaken by Dennis
Dwyer, who succeeded in draining a portion of his land and cultivating it with a variety of
grasses. Larger efforts, aimed at draining thousands of acres and securing them from flooding,
were not realized until the beginning of the twentieth century. The Belknap Drainage District,
covering 600 acres, was organized in 1903. It was later complimented by the Vienna Drainage
District, organized in 1911, and a multi-county effort known as the Cache River drainage system
(Chapman 1925: 27, 33-5).
The beginning of the twentieth century witnessed a number of changes in Johnson
County's agriculture. Certain farmers took up "truck farming," growing tomatoes, asparagus,
rhubarb, sweet potatoes, cucumbers and cantaloupes and shipping them out by both truck and
rail. Others turned to producing dairy products (Chapman 1925: 29-30).
Johnson County was without rail service until 1872, when the Cairo and Vincennes
Railroad was completed. This railroad entered the county in the northeast, passed through
Vienna, and crossed the Cache opposite Karnak, in Pulaski County. The Cairo and Vincennes
was later incorporated into the Big Four System, which was part of the New York Central lines.
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The St. Louis, Alton, and Terre Haute Railroad was built through the eastern Johnson County in
1888/9; it was eventually acquired by the Illinois Central. In 1900, the Chicago and Eastern
Railroad was completed through the west half of the county. Ten years later, the Burlington
Northern began service in the county. The latter railroad used the Chicago and Eastern's tracks
to West Vienna, at which point it branched to the southeast on its own lines (Chapman 1925:579).
Prior to the completion of these railroads, the number of established towns in Johnson
County had been relatively small. Once active rail service was established, however, new
communities sprang up adjacent to different railroad lines. New Burnside, Tunnel Hill, Bender,
Foreman, and Belknap were all founded along the Vincennes and Cairo Railroad, while
Simpson, Ozark, and Reevesville grew up along the Illinois Central. The Chicago and Eastern
gave birth to West Vienna and Cypress. Older towns that were lucky enough to have a railroad
pass through them, such as Buncombe and Bloomfield, received an economic boost.
The Burlington Northern, which utilized the Chicago and Eastern tracks for most of its
route through the county, had less of an impact on town development than the other railroads.
One thing it did do, however, was open up portions of the Cache River Valley that had never
been significantly developed. A 1916 United States Geological Survey map indicates three
communities along the Burlington Northern, between West Vienna and the point where it
crossed into Massac County. The northernmost of these, Hollins Spur, was located several miles
south of West Vienna, and was hemmed in the between the Cache and the railroad. Scanlin Spur
was located three miles southeast of the latter, on the eastern tip of Boss Island. Indian Point was
situated a short distance south of Foreman (U.S.G.S 1916).
While none of the above communities were any larger than small hamlets, they served as
new points to which roads could be extended. The 1916 U.S.G.S. map shows that Scanlin Spur
had access to Vienna and Cypress via a road that descended Wildcat Bluffs, crossed the Cache
River onto Boss Island, and then weaved its way east on the high ground between the Cache and
Little Black Slough; upon reaching the Wise School area, this road forked, with one route
heading east to Cypress and the other north to Hollins Spur. Indian Point was joined to Foreman
and Belknap via a road that ran south of the latter town and then turned southeast, edging a forest
along the Cache, to the former. The areas that these roads penetrated had been intentionally
skirted by Johnson County's nineteenth century road system (U.S.G.S. 1916).
Hollins Spur, Scanlin Spur, and Indian Point may have also served as enclaves from
which the timber along the Cache River could be cleared. Logging had been present in Johnson
County since the earliest years of settlement, and the industry boomed once rail service was
established. Between 1870 and 1898 the Bell Lumber Company, based in Ullin (Pulaski
County), conducted logging operations in the Foreman area, cutting hardwoods such as oak and
hickory as well as some cypress. Bell was succeeded by the Douglas mills in Foreman, which
harvested hardwoods in the Heron Pond area around 1900 (West and Reynolds 1995).
The largest, local logging outfit was the Main Brothers Box and Lumber Company.
Between 1901 and 1910, Main Brothers operated a mill at Rango, which was located four miles
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east of Belknap on the Cache River (Sneed 1977:117). Once the timber sources around Rango
were depleted, the mill was relocated to Karnak in Pulaski County, but the company continued
its logging operations in Johnson County. The Main Brothers eventually acquired most of Little
Black Slough, and the company harvested timber from this area through the middle of the
century (West and Reynolds 1995).
Logging interests retained ownership of large tracts of land along the Cache River in
Johnson County through the 1960s. In 1969, the Illinois Department of Conservation purchased
1,111 acres of land in the vicinity of Heron Pond; in 1971, the Department dedicated this
property as the Heron Pond-Wildcat Bluff Nature Preserve. In 1975, several thousand additional
acres of land along the Cache River were purchased from the West Virginia Pulp and Paper
Company (Westvaco Corporation) by the Nature Conservancy (Johnson County Deed Record
129:28). The latter organization subsequently donated this property to the Illinois Department of
Conservation (West and Reynolds 1995:43).
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Figure 77. Cache Township (Johnson County) and the project area in 1876 (Warner and
Beers 1876).
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Figure 78. Location of the Bost House, Cache River State Natural Area (Johnson County).
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THE BOST SITE
Introduction. The Bost Site22 is located in the NW 1/4, SW1/4 of Section 24 in Cache
Township, southern Johnson County, Illinois. The site is situated on the eastern end of Boss
Island, which lies between the Cache River and Little Black Slough in the Cache River State
Natural Area. The Bost Cabin is the only structure remaining in an abandoned, turn-of-thecentury hamlet known variously as "Scanlin Spur" and "Boss Island"; it is located approximately
three miles southwest of Vienna and two and one-half miles north of Belknap.
Summary of Archival Research. The NW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 24 (Township 13 South,
Range 2 East), on which the Bost Cabin is located, was not sold by the Federal Government until
1853. On April 30 of that year, Benjamin Short purchased the forty-acre tract for $50 (Johnson
County Entry Book: 32). The late date of this transaction was undoubtedly due the land's
isolated location and the swampy nature of the terrain. Surrounded by river and swamp, the
island tract was difficult to approach and probably would have been considered, at best, marginal
farmland by the standards of the day. In December of the following year, much of the adjacent
acreage in Section 8 (to the east, west and south) was sold as swampland and ranged from $0.25
to $0.62 per acre (Johnson County Swampland Record: 9).
Benjamin Short retained ownership of the NW1/4, SW1/4 for less than two months
before selling the property to Henry H. Furr (of Johnson County) for $135 on June 12, 1853
(Johnson County Deed Record K: 536). Furr, in turn, sold the tract to John D. Bost for $150 on
August 26, 1853 (Johnson County Deed Record K: 538). Bost was a native of North Carolina
who appears to have been a recent arrival in Johnson County at the time he purchased the
NW1/4, SW1/4.23 Only five months before-- on March 25-- Bost had purchased an adjacent 40
acres in the SW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 24, and he eventually came to own a total of 280 acres in
Sections 23, 24 and 25. These land holdings incorporated the greater portion of what is now
known as Boss Island, which was named after the Bost family.
The 1860 census of Johnson County includes John Bost and notes him as being a 51year-old farmer residing with his wife Christiana (age 40 and also from North Carolina) and their
eight children. Bost's real estate that year was valued at $2,800 and his personal estate was
assessed at $1,000 (Population Schedule 1860).
John Bost died on August 9, 1860. Probate records indicate that at time of his death Bost
owned 280 acres of land, including the W1/2, SW1/4 of Section 24 (Johnson County Probate
22

It is not known when the name "Boss" (versus "Bost") came into general use. Deed records through the 1880s
indicate that the family's name was spelled "Bost". Census records from 1880 and 1900, however, spell their name
"Boss" (Johnson County Deed Record: Miscellaneous Deeds; Population Schedule 1880:6; Agricultural Schedule
1880:3; Population Schedule 1900:8A).
23

An 1852 or early 1853 date for Bost's arrival in Johnson County is suggested by the 1860 census, which indicates
that his daughter Martha, age 9, was born in North Carolina while his son Thomas, who was age 7, was born in
Illinois (Population Schedule 1860).
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Record File 57). These land holdings appear to have subsequently come under the joint
ownership of Christiana Bost and her surviving children. Beginning in 1870, Martin R. Bost
began buying out his siblings' interest in the 240 acres; in March 1870, he acquired Caleb and
Mary Bost's one-seventh interest for $125. In November 1872, he bought W. W. and Sela Bost's
interest for $200; and in December 1872, he purchased Alfred Bost's interest for $125 (Johnson
County Deed Record T: 147-9). While the chain-of-title research failed to document whether or
not Martin Bost was able to acquire the other three-seventh interest in the 240 acres, it is
suspected that he eventually did.
The place name "Boss Island" is depicted on a county atlas published in 1876. While this
map provides only a general view of the county --showing the residences of subscribers, while
neglecting others-- it clearly shows that the island and the Little Black Slough area had not been
penetrated by any significant roads by that time. No structures are shown within a one-mile
radius of Boss Island (Warner and Beers 1876:144).
The 1880 population census of Johnson County establishes Martin Bost's residence in
Cache Township and notes that he was then thirty-three years old. Employed as a farmer, Bost
was residing with his wife Mary and their four children (Population Schedule 1880:6). The
agricultural census from that year indicates that Bost's farm consisted of thirty-two acres of
improved land and ninety acres that were unimproved, valued at an estimated $500. Twentyseven of Bost's improved acres were devoted to corn, and he managed to produce 600 bushels of
that crop that year. Other farm products included 365 pounds of butter, 751 dozen eggs, and ten
cords of wood. Total farm products for the year ending June 1, 1880 were valued at $600.
Bost's livestock was valued at $400 and included three horses, two mules, two milch cows, three
cattle, one sheep, twenty-five swine, fifteen barnyard fowl, and fifty other fowl (Agricultural
Schedule 1880:3). It is not known whether Bost's farm was located on Boss Island or elsewhere
in the township.
On July 21, 1884, Martin Bost sold the NE1/4, SE1/4 of Section 23 and the W1/2, SW1/4
of Section 24 to James Blauchfill for $ 600. The following day, Will R. Wiley sold his interest
in the property to Blauchfill for $900 (Johnson County Deed Record 31:51, 21:59). At the time
of this transaction, Blauchfill was a resident of Oxford, Indiana, but he subsequently moved to
Vienna. Blauchfill owned the W1/2, SW1/4 of Section 24 until January 1, 1891, when he sold it
and an adjacent 840 acres to Marcus Linsey Buis, of Green Castle, Indiana, for $8,000.24

24

Aside from the W1/2, SW1/4 of Section 24, Buis purchased the S1/2, NW1/4, the SW1/4, NE1/4, the SW1/4, the
S1/2, SE1/4, and the NE1/4, SE1/4 of Section 23; the NW1/4 of Section 24; the NW1/4, NW1/4 of Section 25; and
the N1/2, NE1/4 and the NW1/4 of Section 26, all in Township 13 South, Range 2 East (Johnson County Deed
Record 35:480).
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TABLE 7
Chain-of-Title for the Bost Site
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Marcus Buis' landholdings in the Boss Island area are depicted in an 1898 county atlas.
No roads or other improvements are depicted in the immediate vicinity of the island cabin site.
Buis appears to have died shortly after this map was published, and in November 1899, his wife
and his children sold the 920 acres he had purchased from Blauchfill to Charles Shoots and
Walter L. Wheeler for $7,000. Shoots and Wheeler were both from Monroe County, Indiana, but
later moved to Vienna. They owned the 920 acres until April 1902, when they sold the property
to Henry A. Dunn of Vienna for $10,000. As part of the sale, Dunn also agreed to pay off two
outstanding mortgages on the property (Johnson County Deed Record 48:292).25
In June 6, 1908, Henry Dunn sold the same 920 acres he had purchased from the Buis
family, along with an additional forty acres in the NW1/4, SE1/4 of Section 23, to F. W.
Scanling for $43,000.26 Scanling was from the town of Crisman, in Edgar County, Illinois
(Johnson County Deed Record 60:61). His purchase of Boss Island nearly coincided with the
construction of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad (C. B. & Q.) through Johnson
County in 1910. The C.B.& Q. Railroad passed through a portion of Scanling's property, and he
sold the railroad twenty acres on Boss Island and in the swamps immediately north to facilitate
their grade and right-of-way.27
Subsequent to the completion of the railroad, Boss Island was opened to logging
operations. While the exact details of this phase of logging on the island are scanty, it appears as
though Scanling erected a temporary sawmill there. Bill Elliot, who lived on Boss Island from
1933 to 1954, recalls seeing piles of saw dust at several locations on the island, suggesting that
the saw mill may have been portable and followed the timber line as it was cleared back. The
presence of a work force on the island resulted in the formation of a small community around the
Bost Cabin, which at one time, was said to have included several general stores and a school. In
order to haul the lumber out, the C. B. & Q. Railroad erected a spur line on the eastern end of
Boss Island, between the main track and the Cache River; this sidetrack was named "Scanlin
Spur" after Scanling (Elliot Interview 1995).
The Bost Cabin is depicted in a 1916 topographic map published by the U.S. Geological
Survey. The map shows the Bost cabin situated on a low ridge, a short distance east of the
Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad. Associated with the cabin are six other structures
strung out along a lane between the railroad and the Cache River. Though isolated, the Boss
Island community was connected to the outside world by two roads: one of these descended
Wildcat Bluff, crossed the Cache, and passed through the hamlet before working its way across
25

One of these mortgages was for $3,000 plus interest, and was owed to L. W. Drew; the other was for $400
payable to "Trotter and Pattison" (Johnson County Deed Record 48:292).
26

Scanling also agreed to pay off a $10,000 mortgage owed to W. L. Raef "due five years after its date with 6%
interest payable semiannually ... each year ..." as well as pay the 1908 property taxes (Johnson County Deed Record
60:61).
27

Chain of t itle research failed to find the actual deed detailing the transaction between Scanling and the railroad,
but the railroad's ownership of the twenty-acre right-of-way is mentioned in a later deed dated January 1, 1947
(Johnson County Deed Record 93:26).
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Boss Island toward the town of Cypress; the other road ran east of the community, crossed Little
Black Slough at the same point as the railroad, and then turned south, eventually terminating in
Belknap. The map also indicates that much of Boss Island had been cleared of timber by 1916
(U.S. Geological Survey 1916).
Once Boss Island was cleared of timber, much of its acreage was turned over to
agricultural pursuits and was farmed by tenants residing in the old logging community on the
east end of the island. During the mid-to-late 1920s, the Bost Cabin was occupied by the
Chapman Family, who resided there until 1929 or 1930 (Chapman Interview 1995).
F. W. Scanling's continued ownership of Boss Island is indicated by a 1926 county atlas.
Several years later, however, the property was confiscated and sold due to a resolution
undertaken by the Federal Farm Loan Board on July 1, 1931. The 1,046 acres formerly owned
by Scanling, on and adjacent to Boss Island, were subsequently placed in the receivership of the
Kansas City Joint Stock and Land Bank of Kansas City, Missouri, which transferred the property
to Edward C. Aldwell, J. C. Morrow, and John L. Barnes of Jackson County, Missouri (Johnson
County Deed Record 78:460).
Aldwell, Morrow, and Barnes retained ownership of the 1,046-acre tract for only two
years before selling the property to W. C. Silkwood, Noble Bacon, and J. F. Bacon for $3,000 in
September 1933 (Johnson County Deed Record 78:570). Silkwood and the Bacons were
residents of Christopher located in Franklin County, Illinois. Like Scanling, they allowed tenant
farmers to reside on Boss Island. From circa 1933 through the mid-1950s, the Bost House was
occupied by Gale and Thelma Jenkins, who earned their living through a mixture of farming,
livestock raising, and hunting. During this period, there was perhaps 300 acres of cleared ground
on the island, and this acreage was loosely divided between the Jenkins and the Elliot families,
who were relatives of the former and resided in a frame house across the road from the Bost
Cabin (Elliot, personal communitcation 1995).
While the majority of the timber on Boss Island proper appears to have been cut down by
1920, logging persisted in the adjacent swamps and uplands for several decades after that date
(IDOC Report 42). Timber was shipped via Scanlin Spur into the early 1940s, after which time
the spur was discontinued and finally pulled up (Elliot, personal communication 1995).
In January 1947, the Bacon and Silkwood families sold 960 acres on and adjacent to Boss
Island to the Main Brothers Box and Lumber Company of Karnak, Illinois for $11,000 (Johnson
County Deed Record 93:26).28 The Jenkins continued to reside in the Bost House for a number
of years after the Main Brothers' purchase of the property. They finally moved from the cabin
and Bost Island altogether in circa 1955. The Jenkins' move had been preceded by that of the
Elliots' in 1954 (Elliot Interview 1995); following the relocation of these families, the Boss
Island community was abandoned and the structures there allowed to deteriorate.
28

The Main Brothers also agreed to pay the taxes on the property for 1946 and 1947 and "to collect soil
conservation payments to cover the cost of a new pond" which apparently was located on the island (Johnson
County Deed Record 93:26).
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On October 13, 1973, the Main Brothers sold 3,540 acres along the Cache River -including their holdings on Boss Island-- to the West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company
(Westvaco Corporation) for $1,128,041.70 (Johnson County Deed Record 129:28). In June
1975, Westvaco sold its land holdings on Boss Island and in adjacent Little Black Slough to The
Nature Conservancy for $1.25 million. The latter organization subsequently donated this
property to the Illinois Department of Conservation (West and Reynolds 1995:43).
Architectural Description. The only extant structure at the abandoned town site of
Scanlin's Spur is the Bost House. Today, all that remains of the Bost House is the central log
core; the porch and rear kitchen wing which were once present (both of frame construction) as
well as the vertical plank siding have been removed. The existing building is a two-room, onestory (with storage loft), rectangular log house with a gable roof. The front elevation has a door
flanked by a single window. In the rear of the house is a single door. Presently the west gable
end wall has two small windows while the east gable end wall has only one. A light scatter of
nineteenth and early twentieth century debris is located around the house.
The log portion of the Bost House measures 18'5" wide by 23'11" long. Presently, this
log structure contains two rooms. The larger of the two rooms measures 15'3" x 17'4" and
contains the two exterior doors. Originally, a large stone cooking and heating fireplace was
located along the west wall of this room. Sometime during the late nineteenth century, a window
was added each side of the stone fireplace. Today, this fireplace has been removed; although one
of the windows adjacent to the fireplace remained in place, the other was in filled and moved
more to the center of the room. An additional window is located adjacent to the front door along
the south wall.
The smaller of the two rooms is approximately 9'0" wide by 17'4" long. This room has a
single window in the east wall. The two rooms are separated by a double plank wall (constructed
with circular sawn, rough four sides, cypress (?) planks attached with wire drawn nails to each
side of the overhead ceiling joist).
The original floor plan associated with this house is unknown. It is not clear whether this
house originally had two rooms as it does now, or whether it originally was one large room. Our
current thought is that the existing plank partition wall dates from the very early twentieth
century.29

29

It is probable that the early twentieth century partition that is currently present may have replaced an earlier plank
wall. Another possible scenario is that one side of this wall (which consists of two sets of vertical planks nailed
each side of the overhead ceiling joist) is original to the nineteenth century while the opposite side was added during
the early twentieth century (thus the presence of the wire nails). Unfortunately, we did not check for this while
conducting the field investigation. A more detailed inspection of the interior would be necessary to address this
issue. One of the reasons we spent minimal time inside this structure was because of the numerous Long Eared Bats
flying around us as well as the nearly full grown (but not yet flying) and hissing Black Vulture which was located in
the smaller of the two rooms.
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Today, little remains of the cooking fireplace that was once present in this house. A wide
(7'0") opening corresponds with the location of the fireplace in the gable end wall.30 The opening
has been in filled with 2" x 4" circular sawn oak studs fastened with wire drawn nails.
The log walls of the Bost House were constructed using locally procured cypress logs
hewn to approximately 6" widths. The logs, which are straight and range from 1'0" to 1'6" in
diameter, are indicative of mature growth timber. The corners, which have been cut with an ax,
are joined with half dovetail notching. The narrow spaces between the logs has been filled with
split (or riven) rails approximately 3' long and chinked with soil. No mortar appears to have
been used in the original chinking material; mortar in the chinking between the lower logs
represents a later repair. No chinking was present between the logs located above the loft floor.
The log walls of the Bost House rest on large stone corner piers. Little mortar is
presently associated with these piers. The sills are massive (8 1/4" by 1'6") cypress logs hewn on
all four sides.31 The floor joists are 8" diameter logs that have been squared on each end and
flattened along the top surface. The ends of these log sleepers rest on the sills and are spaced at
approximate 2'7" centers. The tongue and groove, softwood flooring (suspected of being white
pine) is of an unknown thickness and ranges from 5 1/2" to 7" in width. No studs were
associated with the original house construction. Later studs used in various modifications to the
building are full dimensioned 2" x 4" circular sawn oak. The ceiling joists are 2 3/4" x 5 1/2"
circular sawn cypress planks placed on centers that vary between 2'1" and 2'3". These ceiling
joist project through the log wall and rest on the hewn top surface of one of the logs. The
adjacent log above is notched around the ceiling joist.
The rafters in the Bost House are approximately 6" diameter logs that have had the bark
removed and their top surface flattened with an adze. They are positioned at 2'4" centers. Both
ends of the log rafters have been hewn square. At the ridge, the rafters have been half lapped
and pegged with a wood pin; no ridge board is present. At the eave, the rafters are exposed and
set in shallow pockets notched into the top log. This upper log (or rafter plate) has been hewn on
the top and two sides to 4" x 5" in size. The sheathing on the roof consists of approximate 1" x
10" locally procured, circular sawn lumber. Although the building originally had a wood shingle
covering, it presently has a corrugated sheet metal roof.

30

Limited subsurface testing indicates that a stone pad (3'2" wide by 7'0" long) is associated with this fireplace
opening. All that remains of this fireplace complex is a single course of stone that extends only 9" below the
existing ground surface. The brown, lime mortar associated with this foundation is consistent with an 1850s date of
construction. Approximately 6" of midden capped the original ground surface indicating that this stone fireplace
and associated chimney complex was set into a very shallow (approximately 3" deep) depression when it was
originally constructed. As with most log buildings, structural foundations are shallow, if at all present, and postabandonment plowing of these sites often eradicate significant features such as pier locations and chimney bases.
31

There is some thought that these sills may not be original. Circa 1987 or 1988, the rear kitchen wing was
removed (by an individual named Max Hutchinson). At that time, the cabin was also stabilized (Waycuilis, personal
communication 1995).
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An early photograph of the Bost House32 indicates that the front of the house (that area
once protected by a porch) was never sided and had exposed log walls. The gable end walls had
been covered with vertical planks by the early twentieth century. It is not known whether this
treatment of the gable end walls was original to the building or whether the structure originally
had exposed log walls on all four sides.
The existing interior finish consists of vertical planks (similar to those forming the
partition wall) nailed directly to the log walls with wire drawn nails. These plank walls probably
date from the early to middle twentieth century. Details of the interior wall finish beneath these
planks are unknown. In the large west room felt paper followed by multiple layers of wallpaper
has been placed over a whitewashed surface. The wall papered surfaces probably date from the
early to middle twentieth century occupations. In contrast, the smaller east room appears to have
multiple layers of wallpaper over unpainted planks.
The ceiling in both rooms consists of narrow, 1/2" thick, tongue-and-groove bead board
attached with wire drawn nails. This ceiling material had been applied after the partition wall
had been installed. There is no evidence of a lath and plaster ceiling pre-dating the existing
board ceiling. It appears that prior to the existing bead board ceiling, the exposed ceiling joist
were all that was present. Additionally, few, if any, floorboards appear to have been present in
the loft. The open ceiling combined with the lack of chinking between the loft logs would have
created a chimney effect and improved ventilation during hot summer days. The ceiling height is
7'11".
The openings for the windows (which were double hung sash of an unknown
configuration) measured 2'1" x 4'4". Unfortunately, none of the sash was still present. The
existing doors consist of recently constructed (circa 1980s) plank doors; the remains of a fourpanel machine made door are strewn around the inside of the house and may represent one of the
nineteenth century doors used on this house. The simple trim used around the openings consists
of 3/4" x 2 3/4" unmolded, painted pine applied with wire drawn nails.
Several modifications to the original log house dramatically changed its appearance and
improved on the family's comfort level. Two major changes occurred to this house during the
years it was occupied. One was the removal of the fireplace, and the other was the addition of a
large frame wing on the rear of the building.
Structural modifications to this building document a switch from open hearth cooking to
cast-iron stoves --a transition that had a dramatic affect on the everyday workload of the
American housewife (i.e. Mansberger and Dyson 1990). This transition, which took place
anywhere from the early 1840s through 1870s depending on the social and economic well being
32

This small (2 1/2" x 4") photograph depicts a 9-month old Elvan Chapman standing near the southeast corner of
the house. It clearly depicts the exposed log walls beneath the porch, the vertical planks on the gable end walls as
well as the frame addition off the rear of the building. This image apparently dates from the late 1920s. The
photograph was printed in July 1929 by the Fox Co[mpany] of San Antonio, Texas. A 1927 copyright by Carl
Newton appears on the photograph.
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of the family, apparently took place fairly late with this particularly family. Although the exact
date associated with this switch is unknown, it is suspected that it occurred prior to the
construction of adjacent kitchen wing.33 It is suspected that the fireplace set unused for many
years with a combination heating and cooking stove setting immediately in front of the fireplace.
During the very early twentieth century (probably when the rear kitchen addition was
constructed), the fireplace and chimney were dismantled, the opening and north window in filled
with frame construction and a new window was positioned more centrally within the wall.
The other modification to this house that affected the quality of life of its inhabitants was
the construction of a new frame wing onto the rear of the house. This addition, which measured
23'11" (the length of the log house) by approximately 11'6" in width, probably contained two
rooms and had a shed roof. The west room had a suspended brick chimney and probably
functioned as a kitchen. This room probably had at least one window as well as an exterior door
along the north wall. The east room may have functioned as a second bedroom or workroom.
Based on the Chapman photograph, this room had a window in the east wall. With the
construction of this addition, the multi-purpose room previously functioning as the kitchen and
dining room probably was converted into a more formal parlor, sitting room or "living room."
Except for the chimney, little remains of this frame addition, which was demolished sometime
during the late 1980s. Its presence can be deciphered from joist pockets along the north wall of
the log house as well as from the late 1920s Chapman photograph discussed earlier.
Unfortunately, little else is known about this addition, which increased the size of the building by
over 62%.

33

This is based on the fact that a flue hole is present in the ceiling immediately in front of the fireplace. It appears
that when the frame kitchen wing was constructed, a new suspended brick chimney was added to the house. This
chimney had flue holes for both the new kitchen wing as well as the fireplace room. As such, the presence of the
flue hole in the ceiling suggests that the stove that replaced the fireplace was added prior to the construction of the
frame kitchen wing.
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Figure 79. The community of Scanlin Spur in 1919 (U.S.G.S. 1919).
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Figure 80. Sketch map of the community of Scanlin Spur in circa 1930. This sketch is
based on Elliot interview and 1919 U.S.G.S. topographic map.
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Figure 81. The Bost House.
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Figure 82 Detail of corner notch and sill construction.
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Figure 83. Details of the Bost House. Top: Hewn and half-lapped rafters Bottom: West
end of house illustrating boxed in fireplace opening.
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Figure 84. Ladder to the loft in the Bost House. No stairway was present in this building;
the loft appears to have been little used in this house.
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Figure 85. Floor Plan of the Bost House.
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Figure 86. Sectional view of the log Bost House.
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Figure 87. Historic photograph and interpretation of Bost House during the early twentieth century (Chapman Collection).
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Figure 88. Interpretation of the Bost House as it may have appeared during the early twentieth century.
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PIKE COUNTY STATE NATURAL AREA
GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING
The Pike County Conservation Area, which consists of heavily timbered and dissected
bluff crest overlooking the Illinois River Valley, is situated in eastern Pike County. EuroAmerican settlement in what is now Pike County did not begin until the years following the
conclusion of the War of 1812. Prior to that time, however, the county had been inhabited by
indigenous Native American tribes and portions of it had certainly been traversed by trappers and
other groups as they moved through the Illinois and Mississippi River Valleys.
Tradition holds that the first Euro-American to settle with any permanence in the county
was a Frenchman named J. B. Tibault who erected a cabin in Section 33 of Flint Township
between the years 1817 and 1819. Generally earning his livelihood as a hunter, Tibault is said to
have also operated a canoe ferry across the Illinois River (Chapman 1880:199).
Subsequent settlement was induced, in part, by Pike County's location within the Military
Tract. Set aside by Congress as bounty land for veterans of the War of 1812, the Military Tract
covered three and one-half million acres of land between the Illinois, Mississippi, and Rock
Rivers. The distribution of land within the tract began in October 1817, and within four months
time the majority of the land available had been claimed (Howard 1972:85). Settlement in Pike
County, however, did not begin in earnest until 1820, when a number of families established
homesteads along the Mississippi River Valley in Atlas Township (Chapman 1880:199-20.
Pike County was officially organized in February 1821. At that time, the county
encompassed a vast area defined by the Mississippi River on the west, the Illinois and Kankakee
Rivers on the south, the Indiana border and Lake Michigan on the east, and the Wisconsin border
to the north. Cole's Grove (now Gilead), located in current-day Calhoun County, served as the
first county seat. In 1823, Pike County was significantly reduced by the creation of Fulton
County, and the seat of government was removed to the town of Atlas, which had been platted
by Colonel William Ross and Rufus Brown earlier that year. The county assumed its current
boundaries in January 1825 (State of Illinois 1991:38-44; Andreas, Lyter, and Company 1872).
Settler's moving into Pike County came by a number of routes. The earliest documented
road to pass through the area ran between Carrolton in Greene County, and Quincy in Adams
County. After crossing the Illinois River in the vicinity of Pearl, settlers taking this road first
headed west over the dividing ridge between the Illinois and the Mississippi Rivers, and then
turned north, following the bluff line bordering the Mississippi floodplain (Blank-Roper
1990:12-13).
A secondary, overland route ran from the northeast corner of the county to a point
opposite Louisiana, Missouri (Blank-Roper 1990:12-3). Travelers taking this route entered the
county by way of a ferry located near the mouth of Flint Creek, in Flint Township. The ferry,
155

which originally operated as a canoe shuttle, was started in 1822 by Garrett Van Deusen. In
1823, Van Deusen sold the enterprise to Nimrod Phillips, who began a traditional barge service.
Phillip's Ferry became the primary river crossing for the surrounding area. The trail leading west
of the ferry forked near present-day Griggsville; at this point, settlers had the opportunity to head
southwest toward Atlas, or move northwest into Adams county (Chapman 1880:224).
Initially, settlement in Pike County tended to coalesce in the upland areas immediately
adjacent to the Illinois and Mississippi Valleys. These areas were relatively accessible to
existing transportation routes, and also presented potential mill sites. The first mill in the county
was built by William Ross at Atlas in 1826. A second mill was established by Garrett Van
Deusen on the Big Blue in Detroit Township. Rockport also became an important milling center
(Chapman 1880:241). In subsequent years, however, settlement tended to gravitate away from
the river valleys toward the center of the county. In 1833, the county seat was removed from
Atlas to Pittsfield, which was centrally located in the county and eventually developed into the
largest town in the county. That same year, Griggsville was platted four miles west of Phillip's
ferry; it came to rival Pittsfield in size and became the major point of trade in northeastern Pike
County.
While the largest, and most prosperous towns in Pike County came to be located in the
uplands away from the rivers, the pre-Civil War economy of those communities (as well as the
rest of the county) was heavily dependent upon water borne commerce. Prior to the advent of
railroads, river transport presented the most economical way in which goods could be shipped in
Illinois. In the early days of settlement, commerce was conducted by way of flat and keelboats,
but by the 1830s these rude craft had given way to the steamboat, which dramatically expanded
the volume and rate at which products could be shipped. Pike County enjoyed a particular
advantage in that it was saddled between the Mississippi and the Illinois Rivers.
By 1850, Pike County was exporting large quantities of pork, flour, and packed lard
while commercial goods were being brought into the county directly from New Orleans,
Philadelphia, and other urban centers (Blank-Roper 1990:18-20). Local river landings became
the outlet through which the majority of this trade moved. As one county history (Chapman
1880:235) noted:
Every town would contain one or two merchants who would buy corn, wheat and dressed
hogs in the fall, store them in warehouses on the river at some of the "landings", and when the
river was opened in spring would ship his winter's accumulations to St. Louis, Cincinnati or New
Orleans for sale.
The proceeds derived from the sale of these goods would go toward the purchase of the
merchant's stock, which, in turn, would be shipped by steamboat and be deposited at the landing.
Certain upland communities maintained their own landings. Florence, for instance, was founded
on the Illinois River in 1835 by a group of Pittsfield businessmen organized as the "Florence
Company." Aside from platting the town, the "Company" constructed a sawmill there (which
was later converted to a steam-powered flouring mill) and laid a gravel road between it and
Pittsfield (Chapman 1880:428; Andreas, Lyter, and Company 1872).
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Griggsville, which was the largest pork-packing center in the county, came to depend on
the Griggsville Landing, which was established one half-mile south of Phillip's Ferry in the
middle 1830s. By 1836, improvements at the landing included a warehouse and smokehouse
owned by Marshall Ayres and Josiah Lombard and second warehouse owned by Nathan Jones.
Ayres, Lombard, and Jones were all residents of Griggsville. In 1837, they were joined by Issac
Hatch, who is believed to have erected a storage facility next to the Ayres and Lombard
warehouse. The landing received an overland transportation link in 1836 when a road was laid
between Phillip's Ferry and Van Dusen's Mill on the Little Blue Creek (Elwood and Springsted
1991:3-4).
Griggsville Landing was able to survive the depression years following the Panic of 1837
and went on to expand its business interests over the next two decades. Samuel Rider moved to
the landing in 1841 and established a boat yard that was to operate through 1849. In 1848, John
Shaw moved his gristmill from a lot in the adjacent uplands down to the landing. There also
may have been a hotel located near the Ayers and Lombard warehouse. Aside from these
commercial ventures, by the 1850s there were also a number of residences at the landing
(Elwood and Springsted 1991:5-7).
River transport remained preeminent in Pike County until the advent of rail service there
during the 1860s. Plans for the construction of a railroad through the county began as early as
May 1860, when a group of investors organized a railroad company known as the "Pike County
Road." Actual construction on the railroad, however, was delayed by the outbreak of the Civil
War. Subsequently reorganized as the "Hannibal and Naples Railroad", the line was finally
completed early in 1870. The Hannibal and Naples Railroad passed through the northern half of
Pike County, crossing the Mississippi at East Hannibal and the Illinois one-half mile north of
Griggsville Landing. In February 1870, a connecting line between Maysville and Pittsfield was
completed. The Hannibal and Naples later became part of the Toledo, Wabash, and Western
Railroad, and was eventually incorporated within the Wabash System (Chapman 1880:905-6;
Massie 1906:107-8).
In 1870, the Chicago, Alton, and St. Louis Railroad was constructed through southern
Pike County. The following year, the county received a third railroad when the Quincy, Alton,
and St. Louis Railroad was built through Kinderhook, Pleasant Vale, Martinsburg, and Ross
Townships, in the west. The latter railroads intersected in Ross Township and crossed the
Mississippi into Louisiana, Missouri (Chapman 1880:906; Massie 1906:109).
Even before Pike County received any rail service, river commerce had been declining
nationally in the face of increased rail competition. By 1870, river traffic on the Illinois had
dropped to the point where there were only four steamboats making regular trips between St.
Louis and Peoria (Elwood and Springsted 1991:7-8). River landings correspondingly suffered
throughout this decline. Griggsville Landing found its status as a commercial entrepot greatly
diminished once the Hannibal and Naples Railroad was completed. In 1871, the landing was
sold for $6,000 to a consortium of businessmen who ran a steam packet line out of St. Louis
(Elwood and Springsted 1991:8)
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In 1877, Wallace Parker platted the town of Valley City one half-mile north of
Griggsville Landing, where the Hannibal and Naples Railroad crossed the Illinois River near the
site of Phillip's old ferry crossing. While never large, Valley City was located adjacent to the
railroad, and it quickly superseded Griggsville Landing in local importance. Soon after Valley
City was platted, the post office in Griggsville Landing was discontinued and a new one was
opened in the former community (Chapman 1880:419).
The extent of economic decline experienced by Griggsville Landing and Flint Township
as a whole during the waning days of the steamboat era is perhaps best evidenced in a
description of the township taken from an 1880 county history. Ignoring, or perhaps not even
realizing, that the township had been a major transportation and commercial corridor only a
decade or so before, the history observed:
To a stranger Flint Township presents at first site, as he approaches from the east,
a rugged and desolate appearance; and one would suppose that an ignorant and
rather indolent class of people dwell there; but such is far being the case. We are
not a little astonished at the intelligence and enterprise of its noble-hearted
citizens (Chapman 1880:418).
Griggsville Landing continued to function as a steamboat stop through the 1930s.
A 1912 county atlas indicates that its name was eventually changed to "Parkers Landing"
(Ogle 1912). During its final decades, the landing served as a shipping point for swine
and was occasionally visited by excursion boats. The last business to have operated at
the landing appears to have been a hotel that was operated by William Turnbull and his
wife; Turnbull was the last agent to serve at the landing (Elwood and Springsted 1991:8).
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Figure 89. Location of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln Site, Pike County, Illinois.
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Figure 90. Detail of Flint Township (Pike County) in 1860 (top; Holmes and Arnold 1860)
and 1872 (bottom; Andreas, Lyter and Company 1872). The asterisk on the 1872 map may
indicate the location of the lime kiln.
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THE GRIGGSVILLE LANDING LIME KILN SITE
Introduction. The Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln Site is located in the SW1/4, SW1/4,
NW1/4, NW1/4 of fractional Section 28, Township 4 South, Range 2 West (Flint Township),
Pike County, Illinois. The kiln, which was constructed into the face of the relatively shear
Illinois bluff line, is situated only 450 feet from the Illinois River edge and within what once was
the community of Griggsville Landing. The kiln, which is sandwiched between the bluff base
road (Township Road 490) and the bluff edge, approximately 1,200 feet north of the mouth of
Napoleon Hollow.
Summary of Archival Research. Direct historical reference to the limekiln located at
Griggsville Landing has been difficult to document. Much of the information currently recorded
about this structure is derived from local folklore and has been difficult to verify. Although a
National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form was completed by Warren
Winston in 1977, it contained very limited information about the structure or its history.34
Local tradition maintains that this limekiln was associated with the English
stonemason William Hobson. According to Winston (1977:3), this kiln was used
by the English stonemason, William Hobson, ca. 1849, to build the Sam Wade
home and basement barn, another stone barn north of the Wade farm, and three
known stone houses within the same township, plus two existing stone arched
bridges along Church Hollow Road.35
The 1860 U.S. Population Census is the first census to enumerate the Hobson family in
Illinois. At that time, William Hobson was listed as a 42-year old male stonemason from
England. He was then living with his wife Maria and their three children (John, Sophia and
Joseph). Based on an analysis of the U. S. Population Census, it appears that the William
Hobson family arrived in the United States circa 1848 and eventually located in Richland
County, Ohio where they were enumerated in the 1850 U.S. Population Census. Additionally,
based on the age of his son, Joseph, and the location of his birth (in Ohio), it would appear that
the family immigrated to Illinois sometime after 1850.

34

This nomination form never was presented formally to the Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Council. A letter
dated May 20, 1977 from National Register Coordinator Keith Sculle raised several questions about the date of
construction, period of significance and name of the property (as well as its probable association with the Hobson
family and the Sam Wade farm).
35

Although the stone buildings mentioned by Winston (1977) might all have been constructed within a narrow date
range, I am not so sure about the stone arch bridges referenced by him. Further research would be necessary to
determine whether these bridges were built during the same years as the stone buildings. Stafford et al. (1984)
documents several additional stone buildings in the immediate project area.
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William Hobson died in July 1862 (Lewis and Lewis 1979:80). The presence of the
grave of a William W. Hobson, son of "W. and M. Hobson" (who died in July 1850) suggest that
the Hobson family may have arrived in the region as early as the summer of 1850.36
The Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln is not documented on any of the available plats or
atlases for this township. The earliest cartographic resource that should have illustrated this kiln
is Holmes and Arnold's (1860) Map of Pike County. This map indicates that the three-acre
parcel of land where the kiln is situated was owned by James Hill. A single structure is
documented on this parcel of land but located on the east side of the road. This 1860 map is not
in complete agreement with an 1855 survey plat of Section 28. The 1855 survey plat of Section
28, although it does not make reference to improvements, indicates that the kiln would have been
associated with a 40-acre parcel of land then owned solely by James Hutchinson.37 At that time,
James Hutchinson and James Hill jointly owned two 3-acre parcels along the river edge
immediately north of the kiln. It is possible that the Holmes and Arnold (1860) map does not
accurately reflect the land ownership pattern in this area for that date. As such, we have based
our community map (See attached Figure) on the 1855 survey plat.
The 1872 Illustrated Atlas of Pike County indicates a blacksmith shop where one would
expect the limekiln to have been located (Andreas, Lyter and Company 1872:84). Additionally,
the 1872 plat indicates three structures along the east side of the bluff base road between the
northern section line and the location of the kiln structure. The blacksmith shop is located
directly across the road from the southern most structure documented on James Hutchinson's
land. At this time, Hutchinson also owned the approximate 20-acre parcel located immediately
west of the kiln.38 The ownership of this parcel of land, which consists predominately of upland
bluff crest, would be necessary for the operation of the limekiln. On this second parcel of land is
located a small quarry which would have supplied the kiln with stone as well as allowed access
to the kiln's throat. As Barr (1984:4) questions, the depiction of this industrial site as a
blacksmith shop may simply represent a cartographic error, or perhaps, by 1872, a blacksmith
was operating a smithy from the frame structure once located in front of the kiln.
36

In 1900, John Hobson (son of William and Maria Hobson) told the U. S. census taker that he was born in July
1847; that he had arrived in the United States in 1851; and that he had been in this country for 48 years.
Unfortunately, this does not agree with the 1850 census, which indicates that he and his family were already in this
country by that date. To complicate the story, John's headstone claims that he was born in 1845 (Barr 1984:4).
Another inconsistency in the historical record occurs in an article entitled "History of Pike County" which was
published in the Griggsville Reflector. This article noted that William Hobson was a stonemason who located in
Flint Township in 1847 and was apparently killed by a runaway team of horses while the Griggsville High School
was under construction (Springsted n.d.). As such, the late 1840s arrival of the Hobson family in Pike County is
inconsistent with the federal census returns.
37

James Hutchinson's Personal Property was assessed at $1,218 for the year 1855. That same year, James Hill's
Personal Property was assessed at only $39, while Joseph Hill's was assessed at $49. For comparison, Ebenezer
May's (a local mill owner) Personal Property was assessed at $4,775 (Pike County Tax Records, 1855).
Hutchinson's Personal Property was assessed high indicating that he was fairly well off.
38

Unfortunately, we do not know when Hutchinson purchased this parcel of land.
162

Land ownership records indicate that the fractional northwest quarter of Section 28 was
initially purchased from the Federal Government by James Mason on October 6, 1830. The only
reference to "Lands Eligible for Taxation" in Section 28 for the year 1838 was the 45.2 acres
identified as the "West Fraction [Section] 28" and which was apparently owned at that time by
an "A. W. Cavalry" (Pike County Tax Records, 1838). Nothing is known about this individual.
Deed records indicate that James Hutchinson purchased the same parcel of property from
William Allen on July 15, 1854 (Barr 1984:4).
Only five parcels of land were listed for Section 28 in the 1855 tax records. Evan M.
Roberts, a successful doctor turned farmer, owned three parcels consisting of the fractional
SW1/4, Section 28. James Hutchinson owned 39.2 acres of land that were assessed at $274.00
and Joseph Hill owned six acres of land assessed at $300.00 (Pike County Tax Records 1855). 39
These assessed values clearly indicate that there were improvements on both of these tax parcels.
The six acres that Hill paid taxes on probably were the two separate 3-acre lots located in the far
northwestern corner of the fractional section. The 1855 Surveyors Book discussed earlier
indicates that these two parcels were jointly owned by James Hutchinson and James Hill.
The 1860 "Lands Listed For Taxation" indicates James Hutchinson with 39.5 acres of
land which were assessed at an increased value of $800. At that time, both James and Joseph
Hill were listed with 3 acres of land which were each assessed at $200.
Based on the assessment of the Pike County deed and tax records, it would appear that
the lime kiln located near Griggsville Landing was initially constructed by, or for, James
Hutchinson shortly after he purchased the property in 1854. Oral tradition maintains that
William Hobson may have worked this kiln --if so, the middle 1850s date of its operation would
correspond well with the early 1850s arrival of Hobson to the region.
Lime production was a natural outgrowth of the quarry industry. Quality stone resources
were readily available to quarry along the exposed bluff line. According to Elwood and
Springsted (1991:11), an 1840s deed "refers to the continuing right of Ayres and Lombard to
quarry the limestone cliff for their own use (Deed Book 22, p. 327)" and suggests that quarrying
was "one of the early industries near Griggsville Landing." One of the early landmarks of
Griggsville Landing was Jones' large stone warehouse, which was washed away by the Illinois
River in 1883 (Elwood and Springsted 1991:8).40 In yet another location, Elwood and Springsted
39

Several properties near Griggsville Landing and/or Phillips Ferry had extremely high-assessed valuations in
1855. One such property was the steam mill owned by Eben May and assessed at nearly $2,500. George Sanford's
77.66 acres were valued at $1,552, and John Shaw's small 3-acre parcel was valued at $2,500. Ayres and Lombards
warehouse and associated land (an unidentified acreage) was only valued at $800.
40

Besides the extant Samuel Wade stone house, several additional stone buildings were once present in the
immediate area. According to Robert Smith (Personal communication, April 1993), other stone buildings in the
immediate area included the Turnbull House as well as a small building up Church Hollow. Nick Ignelzi noted that
the house immediately across from the lime kiln was also of stone construction (Personal communication, April
1993). It is possible that this is the grout structure referenced by Harshman; grout and stone construction are easily
confused.
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(1991:5) note that it was between the years 1844 and 1854 that "Griggsville Landing
consolidated its forces as a regional shipping point" and that "in addition to the warehouses and
smokehouse, a lime kiln and quarrying of the bluff began." Stone quarrying continued to be an
important local industry. In the 1880s, another large stone quarry was opened by a St. Louis
architectural firm in the immediate area (Elwood and Springsted 1991:8).
With such an abundance of quality stone as well as local quarries, lime production was a
logical industrial development. Apparently, shortly after the local quarry had opened,
Hutchinson established a limekiln. It is suspected that this had occurred by the middle 1850s and
that this kiln remained in operation for only a short duration of time.41
Another interesting twist to this story is the presence of a grout house 1 1/2 miles south of
Valley City on the Evan Roberts farm. This house apparently was constructed prior to the
Roberts family purchasing the property (which they claim to have done in 1858). This house
was destroyed by fire in 1930. According to Harshman (1987:32), "the grout... for this house
was fired in the old Lime-kiln still standing by the side of the road south of Valley City...".
Grout construction entails mixing lime with local sands and gravels and placing this material
between plank forms to construct the walls (similar to poured concrete construction). It was
popularized by Orson Fowler during the late 1840s and early 1850s.42
Architectural Description. The only extant structure at the Griggsville Landing Kiln Site
is the remains of the limekiln. This structure, which is built into the side of the bluff, is
constructed completely with local quarried stone. It is circular in plan and approximately 19'0"
in diameter. Near its base, the footprint of the kiln chamber's outer walls are somewhat square;
they become more circular in plan as one approaches the throat opening. The stone walls are
approximately 3'0" thick. No evidence of mortar is present; it appears that the stones were either
laid dry or with mud (loess) as a binder. Evidence of intense burning is present on the inside of
the structure. The chamber has an inside diameter of 13'0". The walls of the kiln rise over 17'
above the existing ground surface.
The low remnants of two wing walls, projecting at a 45-degree angle from the centerline
of the kiln and extending 13' from the edge of the kiln chamber, are present on the front of the
structure. Although remnants of these walls are barely visible above the existing ground surface,
41

The importance of quarrying and lime production to the area cannot be under-estimated. By the late 1840s, some
promoters had great expectations for the development of the local lime industry. In nearby Detroit Township, the
town of Portland was laid out. Although this community never came to fruition, its name is significant and
reflective of the promoter’s industrial expectations. Although the origin of the name is unknown, the reference to
quality hydraulic lime production (originally produced in Portland, England and referred to simply as Portland
cement) must not be overlooked (Harshman 1987:1).
42

It is suspected that the grout house mentioned by Harshman (1987) may be the early house once located
immediately across the road from the kiln structure and once owned by James Hutchinson (although the 1858
purchase date for the Roberts Family does not agree with the land ownership pattern of this property). With the
presence of the local lime industry, it appears that someone may have been interested in promoting grout
construction. The knowledge of grout construction in this area by the early to middle 1850s is not unreasonable -similar pockets of grout construction are known for the area including nearby Perry, located only a few miles north
of nearby Griggsville (Mansberger and Dyson 1990).
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they appear to have originally extended at least two-thirds up the side of the kiln chamber.
Extensive stone rubble fill covers the floor of the work area located in front of the mouth of the
kiln chamber. A flat work area overlooking the throat of the kiln, and used for loading the kiln
with unburned stone, is present on the bluff crest overlooking the kiln structure.
The opening to the kiln chamber, which is spanned by a 12" stone arch, is 4'0" wide and
presently has approximately 3'4" of clearance between the bottom of the stone arch and the
present ground surface. The depth of the fill at the mouth of the kiln is unknown. It is suspected
that an intact work floor may be present beneath this rubble fill.
The wing walls located each side of the mouth of the kiln probably had a double function.
Not only did they act as buttresses to support the stone walls of the kiln but they also probably
functioned as walls for the work area that was located immediately in front of the kiln opening.
A ledge, which probably represents a ceiling joist support, was located approximately 4'8" above
the top of the kiln opening. Estimating a foot of fill at this location, the ceiling height in this
room would have been approximately 9' high.
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Figure 91. Middle nineteenth century community of Griggsville Landing based on deed
records, tax records, and early plats.
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Figure 92. Plan view of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln.
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Figure 93. Idealized cross section of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln.
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Figure 94. Two views of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln.
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Figure 95. Two views of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln.
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Figure 96. View of the interior of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln (left) and the surrounding landscape (right).
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Figure 97. Detail of the mouth of the fire chamber at the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln
(with Jane Johnston).
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Figure 98. Interpretive drawing of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln as drawn by Dick
Phillips (April 1977).
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Figure 99. Interpretive drawing of the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln as drawn by Betty
Madden (April 1977).
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LOG CONSTRUCTION IN ILLINOIS
Horizontal log construction is a distinctive, subtractive technology that consists of
stacked logs (either in the round, hewn on two sides, or hewn on all four sides) joined at their
corners with an overlapping notch.43 The spaces between the logs (which generally do not fit
snug) were filled with "chinking."44 In Illinois, horizontal log construction was used to build a
wide variety of functionally diverse buildings ranging from dwelling houses, corncribs, barns,
smokehouses and summer kitchens. Log dwellings come in a wide range of forms with varying
floor plans and stylistic embellishments. As Sculle (1982:2) notes, a "log house is a method of
construction, not a type of architecture".
Log construction was not a typical building technique employed by the majority of early
American settlers who arrived in the New World.45 Scholarly literature provides a range of
theories regarding the development of American log architecture. The more popular theories are
that horizontal log construction was first introduced by either Swedish or German immigrants
settling in the Mid-Atlantic region of the country. By the eighteenth century, horizontal log
construction was being transplanted by American backwoodsman (many of Scots-Irish descent)
along the Allegheny and Appalachian frontiers and eventually into the trans-Appalachian west.

43

With respect to woodworking and the construction trades, a subtractive technology refers to a pre-industrial
process of removing materials from the larger whole to produce a building component, as with hewing a log to
produce a wall log, floor joist or rafter. In contrast, an additive technology, which is so prevalent in today's
workplace, is a process where several smaller (often standardized and generally pre-fabricated) elements are brought
together to create the building component, as with the nailing together of multiple 2"x4" circular sawn studs to
create a corner post.
44

Birkbeck (1818:30) discusses "chuncking" and "mudding" the interstices between the logs of early buildings near
Albion in Edwards County, Illinois. Generally, spaces between the logs was filled with a combination of wood
billets or stone wedged between the logs and covered with a mud and/or mortar mixture.
45

By the late nineteenth century, the popular perception was that log structures were constructed by the earliest of
English immigrants into the New World. Shurtleff (1939) was one of first to debunk the "log cabin myth" and
emphasized that early immigrants used techniques that they were most familiar with and that the English immigrants
used timber frame technology, not log construction. The English, although they had the knowledge of horizontal log
construction particularly when constructing military fortifications (or garrison houses), they utilized log construction
very minimally for dwelling purposes (a point made very early by Mercer (1924)).
Jordan (1985:7) notes that there were three potential source areas for American log buildings which "include (1)
northern Europeans, mainly Swedes and Finns from central Sweden who colonized the Delaware Valley beginning
in the 1630s; (2) German-speaking Moravians and Schwenkfelders, who came to Pennsylvania and several other
colonies from the Czech-Polish-East German borderland in the middle eighteenth century; and 3) German-speaking
Lutherans, Swiss Reformed, and Mennonites, who emigrated from Alpine and Alemannic regions of southern
Europe beginning about 1710". Roberts (1984) argues that the influence of the early English immigrant should not
be overlooked.
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Horizontal log construction was a simple technology that required few tools (basically an
ax, hand saw and auger supplemented with an adze and froe, if available)46 , and was well adapted
to the forested environment where all necessary building materials were readily available. This
method of construction quickly became the ideal building technique for the young frontier
community. With the increased availability of sawn lumber and industrially manufactured
products (such as window glass and hardware), log houses became considerably more
sophisticated. Not only was horizontal log construction well suited for the initial housing of the
first settlers, but it also was well adapted for more permanent housing (such as George
Davenports large two-story house with side wings and rear ell, all constructed of log on Rock
Island).
Throughout the nineteenth, and even early twentieth centuries, log construction persisted
in timber rich environments of the state (such as western Jersey, Calhoun and Brown Counties as
well as much of southern Illinois). In these areas, log construction persisted well into the early
twentieth century and was used to construct a variety of both agricultural outbuildings as well as
housing for the less affluent households (Price 1980:140-60; 1988, 1989). In Illinois, as well as
in Ohio, log construction persisted in timber rich areas well into the 1930s (Hutslar 1977:13).
During the initial settlement period of the Old Northwest, a wide variety of log structures
were being constructed. Frontier backwoodsmen well removed from eastern markets and gentile
society often constructed crude structures using predominately local materials, lacking sawn
timber as well as other items such as window glass, nails, and door hardware. The John Wood
Log Cabin, built in 1822, was the first documented structure built in what was to become Adams
County by a European-American settler. This structure, which was typical of backwoodsman's
living quarters, was described as
a rough log cabin, 18 by 20 feet, nailless, the cracks between the logs chinked
with clay, with a specially generous application around the chimney, both over the
sticks outside and the primitive stone fireplace within (Wilcox and McCarl
1919:93).47

46

Newly arriving German immigrants, in describing an early log houses near what was to become Highland
(located in eastern Madison County) during the early 1830s, noted that "from floor to roof neither saw nor plane had
been used [in its construction], and there was not an iron nail to be seen in the entire structure" (Suppiger, Koepfli
and Koepfli 1987:140).
47

Many other descriptions of Illinois log houses are available. The hundreds of published county histories contain
a wide assortment of references to log construction. For early nineteenth century references to log construction in
Illinois refer to Birkbeck (1818:15-31), Burlend and Burlend (1968:47-51), Flower (1882), Parker (1968:55),
Suppiger, Koepfli and Koepfli (1987), as well as Woods (1904:274). Farnham (1988) documents a northern
woman's view of frontier lifeways of the late 1830s seldom seen in other accounts. Also, many twentieth century
accounts relate about life in the early pioneer home and often describe details of log homes (Buck 1917; Caraway
1986; Johnson 1918). Several pre-Civil War artists (such as Herman Meyer, Seth Eastman, Charles Lesueur, and
Karl Bodmer) also illustrate early log buildings in Illinois (See Madden 1974). Additionally, more than one poem
was read (cf. Kett 1878:300-301) or quartet listened to (cf. Eames 1885:296-297) describing log cabin lifestyles at
an Old Settlers Association meeting in Illinois.
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John Woods, an Englishman who immigrated to Edwards County in the Wabash Country
of southeastern Illinois during the second decade of the nineteenth century, was unfamiliar with
log construction when he arrived and noted that
The buildings 'round us being chiefly of logs, I will give the best description in
my power of a log-cabin; as I could form no idea of it till I saw one.... (Woods
1904).
Woods (1904) continued by describing the variability in the form and techniques used in
the construction of the log cabins which dotted the prairie/timber border of this emerging frontier
community.
They are of various widths, lengths, and heights, but generally only one story
high. The usual shape a long square, some are made of round, and others of hewn
logs
As Woods (1904) alluded to, during the nineteenth century there existed a distinction
between log "cabins" and log "houses". In 1805, Thaddeus Harris stated in his Journal of a Tour
into the Territory Northeast of the Allegheny Mountains; Made in the Spring of the Year 1803
(as cited in Hutslar 1972:32) that
The temporary buildings of the first settlers in the wilds are called Cabins. They
are built with unhewn logs, the interstices between which are stopped with rails,
caulked with moss or straw, and daubed with mud. The roof is covered with a
sort of thin staves split out of oak or ash, about four feet long and five inches
wide, fastened on by heavy poles being laid upon them. If the logs be hewed; if
the interstices be stopped with stone, and neatly plastered; and the roof
composed of shingles nicely laid on, it is called a log-house. A log-house has
glass windows and a chimney; a cabin has commonly no window at all, and only
a hole at the top for the smoke to escape.
During the nineteenth century, a log "cabin" generally referred to a structure with unhewn
round logs, a crude bark or clapboard covered roof (often described as a "cabin roof")48 , either a
simple smoke hole or a large, crude "stick and cat" chimney, dirt floors49 and windows with no
glass panes (often covered with stretched parchment).50 Woods (1904) describes an early log
cabin in the Wabash country
48

An early description of the community of Shawneetown in Gallatin County, noted that the village "possesses
about 300 indifferent cabin-roofed houses, with the exception of one or two that are shingled" (Cramer (1815:117118); as cited in Flint 1968:301).
49

50

Woods (1904:278) discusses dirt floors. See also Jordan's (1980:31) discussion of "swept-earth" floors.

Early cabins had a limited number of small windows. Woods (1904:276) described the character of the early
cabins along the English Settlement. Although these buildings were primitive structures, many of them still had
glass windows (albeit not double hung). As Wood noted "The windows were always sash ones; the usual size of the
glass is eight inches by ten; the windows are sometimes made to open with hinges, and others slide backwards and
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Many cabins, belonging to the Americans, have no ceiling nor windows, and
some of them have no floor, nothing but the bare earth; and some are not mudded,
but open on all sides. Locks to doors are nearly unknown, but wooden bolts are
common with the English; many of the American houses have only a latch, and
some have not even that.
In contrast, a log house generally referred to a hewn log structure with a shingle roof,
brick or stone chimney, glassed windows (usually consisting of double hung sash), weatherboard
siding, a wooden floor, and often with finished (plastered and/or whitewashed) interior walls.
As late as the 1840s, the Illinois landscape was dotted with a variety of primitive log cabins as
well as more substantial log houses.51 Describing the central Sangamon River Valley, an early
settler noted that both the primitive log cabin and the hewn log house dotted the landscape and
frame houses were rare.
In this region in 1840 there were scarcely any houses save those constituted of
logs. These were not all mere cabins. Many of them were quite pretentious,
being built of hewed logs, and sometimes having upper stories. Frequently there
was an open passage-way between the two lower rooms, of six to eight feet in
width. Most of the dwellings, however, were built of round logs, and contained
but one room, of sixteen or eighteen feet square. ...Some of the better houses were
weather-boarded with clapboards, split from oak timber and shaved (Wadsworth
n.d.:9-10).
In Illinois, few (if any) log cabins have survived to the present and the best realm for the
study of this initial phase of housing is through traditional dirt archaeology. Historic
archaeological sites representing short-term late eighteenth and early nineteenth century
occupations, although ephemeral in character, contain a wealth of information regarding the
structure of the site and the material culture of the occupants.52 Unfortunately, these sites often
forwards, while others take out and in". McCorvie (1991:320) suggests that the lack of windows "was limited not
by the availability of window glass but by the need for defense". Oiled paper and parchment were a lower cost
alternative that was often substituted for glass (Hutslar 1972:214).
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Fearon (1818:261) in describing his travels through the midwest noted that a log cabin (of two rooms) could be
constructed for 11 pounds 5 shillings to 16 pounds in price whereas a frame house (only 10 to 14 feet square) would
cost 130 to 150 pounds --ten times the price of the log cabin. A log kitchen could be constructed for 7 to 8 pounds;
a log stable for 7 to 9 pounds; a log barn for 18 to 22 pounds. Describing early housing in the Albion area of
Edwards County, Birkbeck (1818:15-31) noted that a log cabin 16' by 18' in size with a log chimney and clapboard
siding cost $20 to construct. A wood floor and ceiling of sawn lumber cost an additional $10. Flower (1882:129)
noted that single cabins 16' by 18' in size cost $25 to $30 to have constructed (by contract or piece-work) and double
cabins ranged in price from $40 to $50.
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These sites generally are represented by a very small handful of period artifacts (ceramics, limited glass, and
occasional brick or stone fragments), which have been broken into thumbnail size fragments. If surface conditions
are not good, these sites are often difficult to locate in the field. Additionally, the significance of these sites is often
overlooked due to the paucity of surface artifacts found in association with them as well as for untrained
archaeologists who do not recognize the artifacts for what they are.
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have few subsurface features present below the plow zone (often consisting of small, shallow
cellars, an occasional trash pit or mortar production pit, and --if the site has not been plowed too
deeply-- the remains of a chimney base) (Mansberger 1982; Phillippe 1993; Halpin 1995). The
paucity of subsurface features at this site type accentuates the significance of the plow zone data.
Thus the proper interpretation of the plow zone data (through tightly controlled surface pickups)
is extremely significant for this site type (cf. Mansberger and Halpin 1991).
In contrast, many more log houses have survived than is generally believed (attesting to
the large number having been built as well as to the relative permanence of this method of
wooden construction). Unfortunately, few of these houses have survived as originally
constructed, often having been altered and incorporated into the fabric of a much larger building
--thus making the identification of the nineteenth century log house sometimes very difficult to
do. Unfortunately, the log house is not recognized for what it is until the demolition of the
structure begins.
In assessing the significance of log houses, it is necessary to determine the age of the
building and determining the age of a log structure is not always an easy task. As mentioned
above, the task often is compounded by the fact that few early survivals are in an "as built"
condition, having undergone extensive modifications, additions, and remodelings through the
years. Nonetheless, several characteristics of log buildings give us insights into their age and are
briefly discussed below.
Several structural characteristics hint at the age of a log structure. Buildings with wide,
straight logs are generally associated with first growth timber and pre-date buildings constructed
with small, crooked trees. Similarly, one of the more significant characteristics of early log
housing is the presence of locally procured materials, particularly with respect to the finish
lumber (such as door and window casings, interior trim, as well as flooring and doors). In the
early structures, this material is often walnut, butternut or some other locally procured material.
By the middle nineteenth century, particularly with the opening of the Illinois and Michigan
Canal as well as the Illinois Central Railroad, non-local materials such as white pine from the
northern pineries of Michigan and Wisconsin quickly replaces the use of local materials. By the
late 1890s, southern woods (such as southern "yellow" pine and cypress) quickly replaced the
northern white pine lumber.
Similarly, the method used in producing planks from the log is a very sensitive temporal
indicator. During the early years of settlement, the first lumber is either hewn, riven or sawn
with the use of a pit- or whip-saw. Floor joist and rafters are often left "in the round" as opposed
to using sawn planks. As Reynolds (1879:41) noted in describing an early log house in southern
Illinois
The clapboards [here used to describe roofing material] to cover the house were split out
of large trees, and placed on round poles, called 'ribs,' and weight-poles were laid on the boards
to secure them to their places. Not a nail, or any iron of any sort, hinge, or any thing of iron, was
seen about the house.
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In more settled areas, mechanical vertical reciprocating (or sash) saws became common
by the early nineteenth century. By the late 1850s, these vertical reciprocating saws were
beginning to be replaced by rotary, or circular saws.53 These methods of sawing leave distinctive
marks on the sawn planks and assist the researcher in assessing the age of a particular log house.
Similarly, the methods used in the construction of doors (whether hand planed plank, machine
planed plank, or panel) also attests to the age of the early house.
The hardware used in the finishing of a house is also a useful indicator of the age of the
building. Fasteners (such as screws and nails) are the most helpful in assigning the age to a log
structure. The machinery to taper the point on a screw was developed in 1846 and old fashioned
blunt-end screws quickly dropped out of the market (Mercer 1975). Similarly, nail
manufacturing technology changes dramatically during the nineteenth century --from hand
forged to machine cut to wire drawn (Nelson 1968; Edwards and Wells 1993). The presence or
absence of a large cooking fireplace is also an indication of an early log house. No examples of
the early, and often temporary, "stick-and-mud" or "cat and clay" varieties are known to have
survived in Illinois. Generally speaking, most fireplaces that have survived are constructed
either of stone, or sometimes, brick. In describing a log house in southern Illinois, Johnson
(1918:12) noted that
the fireplace was so large that backlogs for it had to be rolled in at the door,
instead of being carried in by hand.
Similarly, Wadsworth (n.d.:10) commented that
the fireplaces were four feet or more in width, for large fires were indispensable,
to make the more or less open huts tolerably comfortable in severe winter
weather.
During the middle nineteenth century, cooking fireplaces gave way to a new form of
cooking which was conducted on enclosed cast-iron cook stoves (and the spider-leg dutch with
lid oven gave way to the frying pan). The date associated with the introduction of cast-iron
cook stoves is dependent on the economic well being of the family occupying the particular log
house. In new construction, wealthy merchants in an urban setting in Illinois were replacing the
cooking fireplace with cast iron stoves by the middle 1840s (Mansberger 1993). Although not
common by the Civil War with most families, large cooking fireplaces continued to be built into
buildings of conservative rural households into the early 1870s in some parts of Illinois.
Generally, the presence of a cooking fireplace in a log house is indicative of a pre-Civil War
occupation.54
53

Small circular saws were first used to produce sawn lath and edge planks. Sawn lathe became commonplace in
Illinois during the early 1850s, replacing the earlier riven lath by circa 1852 in most localities. By the 1860s, large
diameter circular saws were being used to saw planks as well as edge them.
54

This rule of thumb is only relevant with Anglo-American settlers. The Germans were quick to adapt to cast-iron
stove cooking and, unlike their Anglo-American neighbors, used cooking stoves much earlier. Log houses
associated with early German immigrants may have cooking fireplaces by the 1830s (or even earlier).
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Evidence for a cooking fireplace (whether in the form of the actual fireplace and chimney
complex; or simply the hole cut from the log walls for the fireplace) is a temporally diagnostic
attribute of early log houses. Although one must factor both socio-economic and ethnic
variables into the equation, cooking stoves quickly replaced the open hearth cooking fireplace
during the middle nineteenth century. Such changes dramatically affected the structure of the
house as well as the quality of life of its occupant (Mansberger and Dyson 1990). As Wadsworth
(n.d.:10) noted for early Sangamon County
I think there wasn't a cooking-stove in South Sangamon [County] sixty-three
years ago [circa 1840], though a few people had begun to use them in Springfield.
The skillet, the iron pot, the "Dutch oven," and the coffee pot were the exclusive
utensils, and many impecunious ones worried along with only a skillet and coffee
pot, using the first named article for cooking meat, bread, green or dried fruit, etc.
Stylistic attributes often attest to the age of the log house. Unlike more traditional formal
characteristics (such as plan shape, size and height), styles tend to come and go with passing
trends and, as such, are better temporal indicators than the formal attributes. Return cornices on
the gable ends of simple log houses belie the Greek Revival Style, which was common in Illinois
during the pre-Civil War years. Unfortunately, vernacular housing constructed for low income
families seldom have many high style decorative elements present, and if present, are often
subtle. Slight variations in trim, door and window details often give clues to the age of the
structure. Another attribute of early, pre-Civil War log houses is their low roof pitch (generally
less than a 9" rise in a 12" run). Low roof pitch is generally associated with Greek Revival
structures; later dwellings often have steeper pitched roofs (Hutslar 1992:11).
Combined with the structural investigation of the log building, archival research can
often assist with the determination of the date of construction of a log house. Deed research in
local courthouse records results in a chain-of-title. Knowing who owned the land at various
points in time, and more importantly, the sale price of the land when it passed from one
individual to another, can often give hints of the date of construction. Unfortunately, deed
records seldom detail the buildings present on a piece of property and all too often, researchers
assume a building was constructed upon an individual purchasing that property. Complimenting
the deed records are the township tax records which give a year by year summary of the assessed
value of the property. Noting dramatic increases in property value from one year to the next can
often indicate the construction date of a particular building. Unfortunately, again, tax records
pre-dating the middle 1850s seldom have survived in Illinois and fluctuating economic cycles
coupled with county wide tax increases can make interpretation difficult.
Another seldom-used technique in Illinois is dendrochronology, a process where patterns
in the annual growth rings of the individual logs used in the construction of a house are
compared with a regional master chart. This master chart is created by comparing the growth
rings from a wide range of structural timbers as well as living trees to develop a continuous
record of growth patterns extending from the present back to the period under study. Although
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an important research tool that could be used more extensively in Illinois, the process is tedious
and few master chronologies have been developed.55
Horizontal Log Construction: Determining Significance: In the United States, log
architecture has long been the source of study for a wide range of disciplines. One of the early
seminal works was Henry Mercer's (1924) paper on "The Origin of Log Houses in the United
States" which was presented in 1924 to the Bucks County Historical Society. This paper argued
that the oldest log structures in America were the garrison houses (block houses) constructed by
the English in New England followed shortly after by the Swede's in the Delaware River Valley.
Shurtleff's (1939) Log Cabin Myth was another significant early publication which put to rest the
popular belief that the early English colonists constructed log houses upon arriving in the New
World. Weslager's (1969) Log Cabin in America is an excellent manuscript detailing log
construction in the United States. More recently, Jordan (1985) has authored An Old World
Tradition: American Log Buildings in which he researches the European antecedents of log
construction in the United States. Jordan and Kaups' (1989) The American Backwoods Frontier
also discusses log building traditions as well as a wide range of frontier and social conditions
used by America's woodland pioneers.
The study of vernacular architecture has until recently been under the purview of
historical geographers and folklorists. Through the initial pioneering work of Fred Kniffen
(1936) and his culturogeographic approach, cultural geographers began to define regional areas
based on architectural remains and to explain differential landscapes in terms of diffusion and
migration. During the 1960s, cultural geographers such as Kniffen highly influenced the
development of folklife studies in the United States, borrowing much from studies associated
with the British Isles (Yoder 1968:47-57). The new emphasis became not just the oral tradition
of folklore but the complete material cultural remains associated with folk societies (Glassie
1968:3). Emphasis of these studies was on the concept of "folk" (German "Volk") or "the
unconsciously learned traditional behavior of the individual" (Riedl 1966:559). Such studies
emphasezed the non-elite, non-academic, traditional material culture of the Eastern United
States. Glassie's Pattern in the Material Folk Culture of the Eastern United States (1968) is an
excellent example of this approach.
Several regional studies of log architecture have been written. In Ohio, Donald Hutslar
has produced two excellent manuscripts on the log architecture of that state (Hutslar 1972, 1992).
Similarly, Warren Roberts (1984) has written on the log buildings of Southern Indiana. Besides
his works on the antecedents of log building tradition in America, Jordan (1978) has also written
an excellent survey of the log architecture of Texas. Shedd's (1986) research on corner-post log
construction in Pennsylvania puts this unique construction technique in context.
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Although tree-ring dating was begun in the Midwest by Dr. Fay-Cooper Cole during the middle 1930s, little work
has been done in conjunction with historic buildings in Illinois (Hawley 1941; Stokes and Smiley 1968).
Dendrochronology has been successfully conducted on a wide range of historic structures in other geographic
regions of the United States, including Texas (Journey 1986) as well as Maryland (Heikkenen and Edwards 1983).
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Although no statewide synthesis has been written of log architecture in Illinois, several
authors have given attention to the topic. Early works include O'Donnell (1931), Newcomb
(1940, 1946, 1950, 1953) and Dale (1945). During its early years of research in the state, the
Historic American Buildings Survey documented several log buildings in Illinois.56
In Illinois, the reconstruction of Lincoln's New Salem has had a dramatic impact on the
public's perception of early pioneer living conditions. Although the reconstruction of these
buildings is somewhat fanciful and creative, when constructed in the 1930s the state's Parks and
Memorials Division used extensive documentary and archaeological research to reconstruct
them. A primary data source used by these early researchers was the numerous illustrations of
log buildings found in the late nineteenth century county atlases which are available for most
Illinois counties.57
Drury (1948) in his Old Illinois Houses included two vignettes on log houses (James
Rennels Cabin in Charleston and Alexander Charters House in Dixon). Speaking of the Rennels
Cabin, Drury (1948:46) noted that
Although numerous replicas of log cabins, such as the ones at New Salem State
Park and Lincoln Log Cabin State Park, are in existence, not many originals of
this kind of abode survive. It is for this reason and the fact that they once played
an important role in the housing development of Illinois, that they deserve study.
Keith Sculle's short "History and Interpretation of Log Buildings in Illinois" is an
excellent introduction to the topic. Similarly, Betty Madden (1974:39-40, 60-62) puts the
architecture of the pioneer settler into an historical and cultural perspective in her book Art,
Crafts, and Architecture in Early Illinois.
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These include a two-story log house near Carbondale (Jackson County, 1934), the Decatur Courthouse (Macon
County, 1935), the Chetlain House in Galena (Jo Daviess County, 1934), Joseph Smith's house at Nauvoo (Hancock
County, 1936), the Brickey House at Prairie Du Rocher (Randolph County, 1935), the Colonel Davenport House at
Rock Island (Rock Island County, 1936), and the Sameul Boyd House (Randolph County, n.d.) (Historic American
Buildings Survey).
More recently, under the guise of the Section 106 Review and Compliance process, a few additional log structures
have been documented for the Historic American Buildings Survey. These include the Matsell Cottage located in
White County (HABS No. IL-1184; Swenson 1993) and the Kiel House located in St. Clair County (HABS No. IL1186; Mansberger 1994).
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These researchers were some of the first to recognize the potential of the nineteenth century atlases for material
culture studies. Recent authors have written extensively on the subject but have failed to use them adequately to
discuss middle nineteenth century lifeways in Illinois. Booton and his staff apparently compiled a scrapbook of
annotated illustrations of log houses from these manuscripts that assisted them with the reconstruction of New
Salem (Booton 1934, 1944). Unfortunately, the location of this manuscript is not known --if it even has survived to
the present. The Illinois Plat Book Research Project, undertaken by Fever River Research, is currently combing
through all the nineteenth century Illinois county atlases and assembling the numerous views of early log buildings
as illustrated by these nineteenth century artists. It is our hopes to eventually create an annotated "scrapbook"
similar that created by Booton.
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Unfortunately, one of the reasons that so little has been written on Illinois' log
architecture is that no state-wide survey of these structures has been conducted in Illinois. Such
a task is difficult at best. Although once a common landscape feature, the number of log houses
has been greatly diminished in number within the past 50 years. Unfortunately the extent of such
houses is not known since many of them have been incorporated into larger structures and have
been sided masking the distinctive log walls. Hopefully, many significant log structures are
waiting to be discovered.
At present, it is difficult to assess how many log structures are extant in Illinois.
Although the Historic Sites Division of the Illinois Department of Conservation (now the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency) undertook a formidable task of surveying the architecture of the
state during the 1970s, these survey reports document very few log structures58 . These surveys
are of limited value since they were not inclusive of all pre-1940s structures and only
documented buildings that caught the eye of the surveyor. More recently, the IDOC (and later
the IHPA) have funded several surveys of entire counties documenting all structures older than
50 years of age. Unfortunately, it is difficult to determine which structures are log in these
surveys because the vast majority of log dwellings have been sided and generally enlarged to
meet the changing requirements of the occupants.
As appropriate today as when originally stated, Roberts (1972:284) notes "no satisfactory
general classification for folk architecture has been developed." As Roberts (1972) also notes "it
is customary... to divide buildings into general categories by their function..." (such as dwelling,
barn, corn crib, granary) and not necessarily by the method of construction (i.e. log). When
discussing vernacular buildings, form is of crucial importance and generally equates with plan
shape and height (or number of stories). As such, when discussing the significance of log
housing, one must assess both the house form as well as its method of construction (log).
Several distinctive house forms are associated with early log construction. Wilson
(1975:25) defined four basic log house forms (based predominately on floor plan) in Alabama
that are also relevant for Illinois. These include 1) the single pen, 2) the double pen, 3) the
dogtrot, and 4) the saddlebag. Jordan (1985:23-25) elaborated on this discussion and
distinguished between five single-pen plans (English, Rectangular, Hall and Parlor, Finnish, and
Continental). In Illinois the two most common log house forms are the 1 1/2-story double pen
and the 1 1/2-story single pen houses. Less common are the single story and two-story varieties.
Although rare, a traditional dogtrot is occasionally encountered. No examples of early gable
front forms, although once present in the northern portion of the state, are known to have
survived to the present.
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The Illinois Department of Conservation compiled the results of these countywide surveys in a series of
pamphlets which currently are on file with the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. It is interesting to note that it
has been my experience that many of the log structures identified in the 1970s by these surveyors are no longer
standing.
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Figure 100. Two nineteenth century log buildings in Illinois illustrating contrast between
early log "cabin" and log "house." Top: Log cabin residence built for ex-governor John
Wood in 1822. First "house" built in Quincy, Adams County, Illinois (Andreas, Lyter and
Company 1872:32). Bottom: Log tenant house and outbuilding on property of Samuel
Mansker, rural Randolph County (Brink and Company 1875:87)
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Figure 101. Variation in early log housing from Rock Island County, Illinois. Top:
Residence of Samuel Bowles which was built in November 1835 (Biographical Publishing
Company 1885:475). Middle: Residence of Charles Atkinson which was the first house in
Moline (Biographical Publishing Company 1885:643). Bottom: Large two-story residence
of W. Spencer which once was located in Rock Island (Biographical Publishing Company
1885:266).
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Figure 102. Large, two-story house constructed by George Davenport on Rock Island. Both the single story wings and main
block of the house (as well as a large rear wing not illustrated in this drawing) are of log construction (Biographical Publishing
Company 1885:177).

187

STONE CONSTRUCTION AND QUARRYING IN ILLINOIS
Throughout much of the nineteenth century, if you wanted to build a house or
commercial building that was to have some permanence, your choice of building material would
probably have been stone or brick. In contrast, structures built of wood (whether of log or frame
construction) were perceived of as less substantial and not constructed for the ages. The
permanence of stone as a building material in Illinois was recognized early during colonial times;
during the 1750s, the French replaced an earlier wooden Fort Des Chartres with a substantial
stone structure constructed with stone quarried from the nearby Mississippi River bluff face.
The decision to use stone as a building material for this newly constructed fort was based
probably as much on the perception of permanence and longevity as it was for defense and
strength. 59
Illinois is fortunate to be underlain by quality stone resources, particularly limestone,
dolomite and sandstone.60 Through tens of thousands of years of erosion, stone outcrops have
been exposed along the major river valleys of the state (particularly the Mississippi, Illinois,
Kankakee, Rock and Dupage Rivers). Additionally, the unglaciated regions such as the Lead
Mine District of northwestern Illinois and the Shawnee Hills of southern Illinois, exhibit mature
landscapes that contain much relief and frequently exposed stone outcrops. It was from these
outcrops that the majority of the early building stone was quarried.
Another source of building stone in Illinois was stone collected from nearby farm fields -generally referred to as "field stone". In some areas of the state, such as the Kankakee River
Valley, small tabular stone blocks are common in farm fields. Periodically removed from the
fields by the farmers, they were collected and used for various construction projects (particularly
for foundations).
Another form of fieldstone is water worn igneous cobbles, which are found in abundance
in the glacial outwash plains of northeastern Illinois. To the farmer these various sized cobbles
were a nuisance; to the New York State native who was familiar with cobblestone construction,
they were a quality building material. Cobblestone construction appears in the northeastern
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Although the focus of this discussion is the nineteenth century use of stone in the building trades, eighteenth
century French Colonial and American Territorial period tradesmen used stone for a variety of purposes, just as their
nineteenth century counterparts did.
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Limestone, a light colored sedimentary rock which consists predominately of calcium carbonate (CaCO3 ), formed
from sediments deposited on the floor of the shallow seas that once covered most of Illinois during the Mississippian
and Ordovician periods (320 to 500 million years ago). Dolomite, a calcium and magnesium carbonate, is yellowish
brown in color and is also commonly found in Illinois. Sandstone, a coarse, silica rich sedimentary rock is much
less common. See Schuberth (1986) for a discussion of Illinois' sedimentary history.
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corner of the state (as far west as the Rock River Valley) as well as within the southeastern
corner of Wisconsin.61
Quarried building stone was used throughout the nineteenth century for a wide range of
utilitarian building purposes. Until the advent of concrete (whether in prefabricated block form
or poured monolithic wall construction) during the first decade of the twentieth century, stone
was the most common material used for constructing foundation walls. Prior to the 1870s, large
cooking fireplaces and their associated chimneys (whether associated with an early log or frame
building) were predominately constructed of stone. Additionally, the spaces between the logs in
the walls of a log house were often chinked with stone and mortar. In most areas of the state,
stone represented a common, everyday building material throughout the nineteenth century.
Most communities had at least one small local quarry that they relied on for their foundation
stone.62
Many small quarries were often opened by the nineteenth century farm family for their
personal building needs. Similarly, small contractors and/or builders often operated a small
quarry seasonally removing stone as their building needs demanded. These small, family
operated quarries often supplied both the rural and small village community with plenty of
building stone for foundations, chimneys and other related items.
The 1840 U. S. Industrial Census documented a limited number of quarries in the State of
Illinois at that time. According to this census, only 142 men were employed in the commercial
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Little has been written about the cobblestone buildings of Illinois. In nearby Wisconsin, approximately 15 of
these structures are listed on the National Register. Outside of the state, one of the best sources of information is
Cobblestone Landmarks of New York State (Shelgren, Jr., Lattin and Frasch 1978).
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Unfortunately, stone building materials were difficult to reach unless exposed near the surface. In upland areas
distant from stone outcrops, building stone often was difficult to acquire. In such areas, during the initial years of
settlement timber was often substituted for stone --even for foundation material. For example, in the Shiloh Valley
area of eastern St. Clair County building stone was difficult to come by and the majority of the early houses were
constructed on wood piers (consisting of short sections of tree trunks resting directly on the ground surface). In the
Shiloh Valley regions, this practice was common with low income housing up through the Civil War era. Only the
housing associated with the more financially successful individuals incorporated stone foundations into their
buildings (Mansberger 1994; Mansberger and Stratton 1995).
In many stone-deprived upland areas, brick often became a common substitute for stone particularly for foundation
and chimney construction. The clay subsoils in much of Illinois are well suited for brick manufacture. Thus brick
generally was used in areas where stone was more difficult to obtain --such as in the upland prairie regions of central
Illinois which were often located away from the quarry locations.
Architectural historians often discuss the use of building materials in an evolutionary scheme. In this manner, many
view a general shift in building materials from stone to brick (and eventually to concrete when discussing foundation
materials). But decisions affecting the choice of building materials used in a construction project is not a simple
matter. A wide range of economic factors (such as distance to quarry, availability of subsoil clays and brick
manufacturers, as well as the socio-economic well being of the client) ultimately affect the materials used in the
project. At the middle nineteenth century Eagle Hotel in downtown Wilmington, the earliest construction was of
brick and contrasted with the later stone construction.
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stone quarry industry in the state; these men produced only slightly over $72,000 worth of stone
during the previous year. Since these figures document the larger commercial quarries and not
the small family operations, these numbers clearly under represent the significance of the state's
quarry industry during these years. At that point in time, the counties producing the most stone
products were Gallatin (with $25,000 worth of product), Adams (with $20,918 worth of
product), Madison (with $13,025 worth of product), Clay (with $6,000 worth of product), and
Rock Island (with $5,100 worth of product). Brown, Hancock, Iroquois, Jefferson, Johnson,
Marshall, Monroe, Sangamon, Schuyler, Scott and Vermilion all were represented by less than
$1,100 worth of product for each county. The large commercial quarries of Jersey and Will
Counties were yet to develop (U. S. Department of State 1841:299).
The 1850 U.S. Industrial Census indicated that Illinois had only 24 stone quarries in
operation employing 95 males and producing slightly over $112,000 worth of product.
Unfortunately, the 1850 Industrial Census does not break these figures down by counties
(Kennedy 1859:107).
By the 1850s and especially 1860s, a larger demand for dimensional building stone had
developed, particularly in the growing urban districts of the state. Within the greater St. Louis
area, as well as around the communities of Quincy, Rockford, Rock Island and Chicago, large
commercial quarry operations began to develop. These commercial quarries, with their large
work force and equipment needs, required large capital investments and supplied not only the
local market needs but also a larger regional market.
By the 1880s, large commercial quarries had developed in the Joliet area (Will County)
to supply the growing Chicago market as well as in the Alton area (Madison and Jersey
Counties) to supply the large demand of the St. Louis metropolitan region. The 1880 U. S.
Industrial Census indicates that there were 38 limestone and five sandstone quarries in operation
during that year in Illinois. These quarries produced slightly over $1,320,000 of limestone and
$21,800 of sandstone product during that year. At this point in time, the industry employed
2,315 individuals (1,987 in quarrying and 298 in stone dressing). During that year, the product
was moved to market by 177 wagons, 41 boats (vessels) and 51 railway cars --which emphasizes
the value of overland, riverine and railway transport to the industry by this point in time (Walker
and Seaton 1883:1244-1247). By 1890, the number of establishments had increased to 73, the
number of employees working in Illinois' quarrying industry had increased to 3,326 individuals
and the value of the product had increased to over $3.8 million (Porter and Wright 1894:733734).
Several concentrations of stone architecture are prominent on the Illinois landscape.
These pockets can best be understood by overlaying a map of the pre-Civil War Illinois
settlement on a map of the major river valleys in the state. Where areas of prosperous, early
settlement intersected major river valleys (such as along the Mississippi, Illinois, Rock, Du Page,
Fox and Kankakee River Valleys) one will often encounter early to middle nineteenth century
stone architecture. Additionally, in the mature landscape of the Lead Mine District of
northwestern Illinois, where a mining boomtown developed during the 1820s and 1830s, stone
construction was common through the middle nineteenth century.
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One such region that developed an extensive quarrying industry during the nineteenth
century was Grafton (Jersey County). Located at the confluence of the Illinois and Mississippi
Rivers, Jersey County was actively being settled by the 1830s. Located at the junction of two
major river valleys, quality stone resources were (and still are) exposed along the valley margins
and with settlement came the development of the local stone quarrying industry as well as the
appearance of stone architecture in the county. As one historian noted
Building stone has been, likewise from the earliest settlement, a leading product
of the bluff quarries and the demand therefore from abroad, as well as at home,
has always been active. The supply is inexhaustible... (Norton 1912:369).
Small rural quarries exploiting the readily available stone for local consumption were
located all along the Illinois and Mississippi River bluff line within the county during the
nineteenth century. The location of many of these quarries is documented on the 1872 county
plat; many of these quarries were probably operated by small building contractors (Andreas,
Lyter and Company 1872). The significance of this early industry to the local economy is
reflected in the township's name (Quarry Township). Stone quarrying was first documented in
the Grafton area in 1836 --only a few short years after the initial settlement of the community
(Edwards 1993d:E4). Additionally, small lime production operations developed in conjunction
with several of these quarry operations (See following discussion on lime production in Illinois).
During the initial years of settlement, Jersey County residents were content to construct
and occupy temporary log dwellings. In 1832, upon arriving in what was to become Grafton,
James Mason built multiple log cabins to occupy as well as operate his mercantile business from.
Around Mason's horse-drawn ferry and general store developed the early community of Grafton.
By the early 1840s Mason had constructed a fine new stone house fitting of his stature in the
community (Edwards 1993a).63 Also, a large stone warehouse (which is no longer extant) was
constructed by Thomas and Milton Tootle adjacent to the "Old Wharf" at the river landing.
Within a few short years, other small but substantially built houses (such as the Slaten-March
House as well as those located at 120 and 211 West Main) were constructed in the developing
community of Grafton. Many small outbuildings (such as the smoke house located behind 112
West Main and the ice house and/or cellar located behind the frame house at 212-214 West
Main) were constructed of stone during these years (Edwards 1993a,b). These early stone
buildings generally were constructed with randomly laid, irregularly shaped pieces of stone.
Although wood lintels were sometimes used, simple dressed stone lintels and sills were common;
few buildings incorporated dressed stone quoins in their construction.
During these formative years of the community, the stone architecture was in dramatic
contrast to the primitive frame and log buildings being constructed in the community (See
Mansberger and Stratton 1996). These houses, although small by today's standards, were built
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This single story, double pile house is currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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with a quality material and were substantially more expensive to built than their log or frame
counterparts (Edwards 1993d:E3-E4).
Early contemporary rural stone properties located up the Illinois River Valley include the
George Clendenen House, the Samuel Gates House and the John Russell House (all located near
Eldred in Greene County) as well as the Marshall House (in nearby Scott County). Although the
exact date of the Gates House is not known, the Russell and Marshall Houses both apparently
were completed in the early 1830s. Several of these houses formed the core of the "Yankee
Settlement", otherwise known as "Bluff Dale, "which was settled by Vermont natives during the
1820s (Brush 1992:17-18). These houses, which incorporate stone quoins (Gates House) and a
dressed stone64 facade (Russell House) into their construction, indicate a relatively sophisticated
stone industry in this area by the middle 1830s --in contrast to that which was just beginning to
develop in the Grafton area by that time (Cunningham 1976).
In contrast, within the upland areas away from the main river trench, stone construction
was seldom being used for domestic construction. In an around the Springfield region, small
quarries were present but generally supplied foundation stone during the early years of
settlement. Only substantial institutional and commercial buildings were being constructed of
quarried stone in the Springfield area during these pre-Civil War years --and these in low
numbers.
The State Capital Building (now the Old State Capital) was constructed during the late
1830s of native, quarried stone. Similarly, the Old Marine Bank and several early mills were
constructed using the local stone as a building material. In contrast, few early residential
buildings in Sangamon County were constructed using stone as a building material. Only two
pre-Civil War stone houses are known to have survived to the present in Sangamon County.
Both houses (the George Brunk House and Samuel Stevens House) were constructed during the
late 1820s or 1830s and located in rural Sangamon County within close proximity to the quarry
that supplied the stone for the construction of the 1830s state capital building (See Mansberger
and Price 1995). Further north in the upland prairies of McLean County few pre-Civil War
buildings or foundations were constructed using stone; instead, early brick production was
common.
Similarly, during these pre-Civil War years, farmers that wanted to build agricultural
outbuildings --such as a new barn-- that would last for generations often built them of stone.
Although stone barns are relatively rare in Illinois, they do (or once did) occur in such areas as
along the central Rock River Valley, the unglaciated district of northwestern Illinois, rural Will
County, as well as in the greater American Bottom region. The documentation of the few
remaining stone barns in Illinois is a task warranting serious effort for future researchers.
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Stone was dressed in one of several different manners, including bush hammered, picked, chiseled or
combination of the above. McKee (1973, 1976) contain an excellent discussion of the various methods of working
stone.

192

The 1840s and 1850s were a period of rapid growth for Grafton, surrounding Jersey
County, as well as the state as a whole. During these years, stone was used for a wide range of
civic, commercial, as well as domestic construction projects in the Grafton area. The New
Wharf, which replaced the earlier wooden wharf (which had been constructed of frame pilings
and earth fill embankment) was constructed of dressed quarried limestone during the late 1840s.
Although relatively landlocked today, this stone wharf is still standing, having survived many
major floods and ice jams.
During these years, more substantial stone buildings were being constructed in Grafton.
No longer was untooled stone construction fitting for more established commercial construction.
Although still being used for outbuilding construction, the use of undressed stone became old
fashioned --even for domestic dwellings. During these years, dressed stone consisting of squared
blocks often laid in courses with finely dressed quoins and stone lintels came into general use.
Although the secondary elevations (ie. the sides and rear walls) were often constructed using
cheaper undressed stone, the primary facade often was constructed with dressed stone.
Additionally, carved stone lintels and other decorative elements became more common. Such
was typical of the late 1840s through 1870s stone construction in many communities (such as
Alton and Grafton) along the Mississippi and Upper Illinois River valleys, as well as small rural
communities such as Warren (Jo Daviess County; where the Flat Iron Building was constructed
in the early 1850s).
By the late 1850s, Grafton's quarry industry was becoming much more regional in its
market and, as such, more commercialized. In 1857, Silas Farrington and John Loler (both from
St. Louis) opened what was then the largest quarry in Grafton to supply the growing demand for
building stone in the greater St. Louis area. Located adjacent to a river landing, quarries in
Grafton had easy access to markets up and down the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers. During the
late nineteenth century, at least five commercial quarries were in operation in or near Grafton
(Edwards 1993d:E11).
By the early 1870s, several of these large commercial quarries and associated stone
works had been illustrated in one of the many atlases that had been published in the state. These
subscription atlases were part of a newly developed and flourishing market that was sweeping
the eastern United States and particularly the Midwest. In Illinois, four large commercial
quarries were illustrated; these include Henry Watson's Stone Quarries in Alton (Madison
County), Wm. Davidson's and W. A. Steel's stone quarries located in Joliet (Will County), as
well as the stone works of the Grafton Stone and Transportation Company (See accompanying
figures of these stone works). Although the Grafton Stone and Transportation Company had its
corporate offices in St. Louis, they constructed a fine stone commercial office building in
downtown Grafton. This large two-story building, which was constructed in 1869 at a cost of
$14,000, incorporated beautifully dressed, uniform sized, rock-faced stone blocks laid in regular
courses with carved water table, stone lintels, entablature, and three large segmental arch
doorways. Additionally, a carved stone nameplate inscribed with "G.S. & T. Co." was
prominently displayed over the main entrance door. With the development of large commercial
quarries, the stone industry employed hundreds of skilled and unskilled workers; and it quickly
became an important economic factor in the development of these communities. Communities
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such as Grafton grew dramatically during these years in part due to the contribution of the quarry
and stone industry (Edwards 1993d).
With the greater amounts of investment capital necessary for the development of the
large commercial quarries, the industry also became more mechanized. By the middle
nineteenth century, steam power had been introduced to the quarry industry. Besides assisting
with the mechanical drilling and hoisting of the large blocks of stone, mechanical saws were also
introduced. In 1867, the Jersey County Democrat noted that "one large mill for sawing rock by
steam" had been established in Grafton (Edwards 1993d:E11). Sawn stone blocks were used as a
veneer to face many quality commercial as well as residential buildings particularly in nearby
urban St. Louis neighborhoods. Row houses constructed in the 1870s and 1880s (such as those
on West Bowler Street in the Tri-Taylor Historic District in Chicago) often incorporated sawn
stone veneer into their facades (Michael and Slaton 1988:9).
By the 1870s, Illinois' building stone market had dramatically changed. The market for
sawn stone, although still present in upper class urban neighborhoods, was limited to the larger
urban markets. Little sawn stone was being used locally in the Grafton area. During these years,
more substantial civic and institutional buildings became the focus of stone construction. In the
small rural community of Otterville, the Hamilton School was constructed in 1872. Similarly,
the Grafton School was constructed of dimensional stone in 1874. Also during these years,
Grafton stone became a major export material for large civic projects. Grafton stone was used to
construct the piers for the Illinois and St. Louis Bridge (later known as the Eads Bridge) which
connected St. Louis with the eastern Illinois shore (begun in 1867 and completed in 1874).
Bridges in Quincy, St. Charles (Missouri) as well as government buildings in Rock Island were
also constructed using Grafton stone (Edwards 1993d).
Stone continued to be used as a secondary building material appropriate for less formal
wall construction on commercial buildings, but the primary facade facing the street often was
finished with more expensive materials --such as brick. This was a common practice in such
communities as Alton, Grafton, Kankakee, Wilmington, and Joliet. During these years, carved
stone was still used extensively for lintels and sills for both door and window openings. Carved
stone details (such as sills and window hood ornament), in conjunction with brick wall
construction, was well adapted to late nineteenth century Victorian styles. More affluent
families often tended to build their houses with quality brick --even importing such "exotics" as
cream-colored brick from the Milwaukee brickyards to highlight the contrasting window hoods
or quoins. The development of an efficient rail transportation system played a critical role in the
new outlook on stone as a building material; no longer was there a reliance on local products for
building needs.
Discounting sawn stone veneer, dimensional stone construction had lost its appeal as the
construction material for the affluent in the urban setting by the late 1860s. By this time,
although most affluent urban families were not building of stone construction, many rural stone
buildings were still being constructed by successful farm families. Many substantial Italianate
stone houses occur in the rural areas of Illinois. The Eldred House (known as the Bluffdale
Farm) was constructed for James Eldred in the early 1860s and is a large vernacular Italianate
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farmhouse (constructed of stone) with a raised basement barn (which is no longer extant). This
house was constructed with uniform stone blocks laid in courses on the main facade; the corners
are outlined with well-dressed stone quoins. The sides of the building were constructed using
more randomly laid undressed stone. Several stone outbuildings, including the lower two stories
of the barn, were constructed using stone. The outbuildings were constructed using randomly
laid stone with more finely dressed corner stones. Several dry laid stone fences surround the
house and many of the adjoining fields.
During the late nineteenth century, stone construction was often relegated to more
everyday construction projects --particularly in the rural setting. During this period, many small
houses for the slightly less affluent who had attained a level of comfort and wanted to build for
permanence --or the farm owner who wanted to build a quality house for his farm manager -often were constructed in stone. That was the late nineteenth century context for stone
construction --a building material whose status had filtered down the economic scale.
By the late 1890s, the quarries in Grafton were quickly fading in significance. By the
early 1900s, the use of quarried stone for building purposes had declined dramatically, having
been replaced by newer materials such as concrete. During the early twentieth century, other
quarries such as those associated with the Indiana Bedford stone industries quickly
overshadowed Illinois' stone quarries.
Besides being used for wall construction, since the initial days of settlement stone was a
building material sought after for such everyday construction items as foundations, chimneys,
and well linings65 . Foundation work generally used untooled, randomly laid stone direct from the
quarry with little reworking or dressing. More substantial foundations (requiring more time and
money to construct) used uniformly dressed square blocks laid in courses. Stone continued to be
used for such everyday construction projects throughout the nineteenth and very early twentieth
centuries. By 1910, with the increased availability of artificial cements (Portland cements), stone
foundations became less common. In conservative rural areas, the use of stone as a building
material continued in practice through the 1930s (such as with the Lewis Barn).
In the 1990s, stone still plays a major role in the Illinois economy. According to Neely
and Heister (1987:199), Illinois ranked fourth in stone production in the United States in 1984
producing $172 million worth of stone products. Today, dimensional building stone comprises a
relatively small percentage of the stone industry's output; crushed stone for road-base preparation
and concrete aggregate is the chief use of stone in the 1990s.
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In some stone rich areas such as the Upper Illinois and Kankakee River Valleys, stone was so prevalent that some
everyday construction projects that normally would not have incorporated stone into their construction were
modified and adapted to the use of stone. During the nineteenth century, round brick cisterns were the most
common form of cistern constructed during these years. In these areas of northern Illinois, plastered square or
rectangular stone cisterns are common in this area; stone was not well suited for the more commonly constructed
round cisterns.
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Figure 103. Stone buildings, such as Saint Patrick's
Church, were a common site in the
Grafton area during the middle nineteenth century (Andreas, Lyter and Company
1872:95).
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Figure 104. Many small family owned quarries were in operation in Illinois throughout the nineteenth century. This stone
quarry was on the Rock Branch Farm of John White (Grand Cote Precinct, Perry County, Illinois) (McDonough 1883:f432).
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Figure 105. Several large commercial quarries were in production by the Civil War years. Henry Watson's Stone Quarries
were located in Alton (Madison County) (Brink, McCormick and Company 1873:150).
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Figure 106. William Davidson's and W. A. Steel's stone quarries were located in the Joliet area (Will County) (Thompson
Brothers and Burr 1873:53).
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Figure 107. The Grafton Stone and Transportation Company had extensive quarry operations at Grafton (Jersey County).
This company shipped large quantities of stone via the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers (Andreas, Lyter and Company 1872:91).
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Figure 108. A stone quarry crew in Kankakee County during the late nineteenth century
(Kankakee County Historical Society).
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LIME PRODUCTION IN ILLINOIS
Both mortar and plaster were two materials the builder used in abundance during the
nineteenth century. Mortar was used to bind masonry walls together (whether stone or brick), as
well as to chink between the logs of a log house. Plaster, generally placed over wood laths, was
used to finish the interior wall and ceiling surfaces of most houses as well as commercial
buildings constructed during the nineteenth century. If the interior surfaces were not plastered,
as with many primitive log houses, the interiors were often whitewashed which consisted
predominately of lime.66
The primary constituents of both mortar and plaster are lime, sand and water.67 Lime is
calcium oxide (CaO) and is produced from burning (otherwise known as calcining) either
limestone (calcium carbonate) or dolomite (calcium and magnesium oxide). Burning limestone
removes carbon dioxide (CO2) and results in the production of lime (CaCO3 + heat = CaO +
CO2). Limestone requires approximately 900 degree Celsius to calcine; dolomitic limestone
requires slightly lower temperatures. When pure, lime is white but impurities in the stone often
give it a blue or yellow tint. Approximately 56 pounds of lime are produced from 100 pounds of
pure limestone (Ault et. al. 1974:2).68
Unslaked quicklime is a volatile product. When combined with water, it produces a
violent reaction and converts back to calcium carbonate. As such, once lime has been produced,
it is imperative to keep it dry. During the first half of the nineteenth century, lime (a low cost,
bulk commodity) was generally transported in wooden barrels by water making it a fairly
hazardous cargo. For this reason, lime was often produced locally during the initial years of
settlement and strongly allied with early quarry operations. Illinois is fortunate to have a wealth
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During the 1890s, gypsum began to replace lime plaster because it set harder and faster than the earlier lime
plasters. This replacement was nearly complete, at least for base coats, by the early 1920s (Ault et al. 1974:5).
During the early twentieth century, pressed gypsum board began to replace the wood lath used as a base for plaster
walls. Similarly, shortly after World War II, interior plaster finishes were quickly replaced with "drywall" surfaces
which required no plaster to install. By the middle 1960s, few houses in Illinois were being plastered.
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During the nineteenth century, although lime was used for a variety of purposes, its primary use was in the
construction industry. At the turn-of-the-century, approximately 86% of the lime sold in the United States was
used for building purposes, 8% for chemical and manufacturing processes, and 6% for agricultural purposes.
As
Ries (1907:119) notes at the turn of the century, lime was "used for a great variety of purposes, of which the
following are the most important: as a purifier in basic steel manufacture; in the manufacture of refractory bricks,
ammonium sulphate, soap, bone ash, gas, potassium-dichromate, paper, pottery glazes, and calcium carbide; as a
disinfectant; as a fertilizer; as a polishing material; for dehydrating alcohol, preserving eggs, and in tanning." By the
late 1920s only 27% was being used for building purposes, while 64% was being used for chemical and
manufacturing processes, and 10% for agriculture purposes (Bowles and Banks 1936:11 as cited in Ault et al.
1974:3-4). Today, lime is the cheapest available alkali and used for a variety of water, sewage and trade waste
treatment (Ault 1974:6).
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Buehler (n.d.: 31-43) contains a very descriptive turn of the century account of Midwestern lime production.
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of quality limestone outcrops, which were ideal for both stone quarrying and lime production.
By the middle nineteenth century, several commercial lime producing regions had developed in
Illinois (such as at Alton, Grafton, Quincy, Rock Island, and Cordova along the Mississippi
River and Utica along the upper Illinois River).
During the nineteenth century, the first step for the craftsman to produce mortar or plaster
for masonry work was to take the caustic quicklime (CaO) that had been delivered to the
construction site (probably in a wood barrel) and "slake" (or hydrate) it. When water comes into
contact with quicklime, a violent chemical reaction takes place [CaO + H2O = CaOH)2] and
extreme heat is produced. Since this is such a violent reaction and hazardous to construction
workers (and any body passing by), it often was accomplished within a subsurface pit. 69 Today,
hydrated lime is purchased directly from the manufacturers (Van Den Branden and Hartsell
1984:93).
A major change in the industry was the development of natural hydraulic cements --which were stronger and faster setting than earlier lime mortars. Although developed by the
Romans over 2000 years ago, the modern use of natural hydraulic cements was rediscovered in
England during the 1750s. By the 1820s, the development of an artificial hydraulic cement
(manufactured from grinding the vitrified clinkers produced if the natural hydraulic limes were
heated too high) was perfected70 . This new product was termed Portland cement "because of the
resemblance in color to building-stone from the Isle of Portland" (Edison Portland Cement
Company 1926). Portland cement was imported into the United States in relatively low amounts
during the late nineteenth century. It was not until the 1890s that Portland cement began to be
used with any regularity in the Midwest. Locally produced lime was readily available and much
cheaper in this region. One of the first major construction projects in the Midwest to use
artificial cement (in the form of poured concrete) was the Hennepin Canal. The decision to use
concrete as a substitute for natural stone was made in 1891 (Coney and Posadas n.d.:6).
By the late 1890s, natural cement production was quickly usurping natural cement
production in Illinois. The year 1898 was the year in which natural cement production reached
its peak (producing 630,000 barrels); by 1909, natural cement production statistics were no
longer being kept and artificial cement production had topped 4.2 million barrels (Coney and
Posadas n.d.:3).
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Lime slaking pits are often found associated with nineteenth century sites and vary from very small (such as the
unlined basins found at many early farmstead sites) to extremely large (such as the massive wood lined pits found at
the Cathedral of the Assumption as well as Fort Des Chartres; Mansberger 1990:141-145). The small pits were
generally used for a single episode of production. Larger slaking pits were straight sided, flat bottomed and wood
lined for multiple episodes of use. Properly covered, slaked lime could be stored in these pits for months (McKee
1978:63).
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Once this process had been discovered, it was no longer necessary to find the perfect limestone to produce the
cement from. Ingredients could now be combined in a controlled manner, calcined, and then ground to produce a
consistently uniform product.
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Lewis (1899:114) noted that Portland cements "are very rapidly replacing lime mortar for
all kinds of masonry, besides finding a very large place in concrete construction." Until the very
early 1900s, the United States lagged behind both England and Germany in the use of concrete
construction --the primary market for Portland cement. Experimentation in Portland cement
production in the United States was initiated by David Saylor in 1872 in the Lehigh Valley of
Pennsylvania (home of the Atlas Cement Company). By 1876, Portland cement was being
manufactured in Indiana. Nonetheless, it was not until 1897 that domestic production of
Portland cement surpassed European imports. Although by 1898, the Illinois Central Railroad
was using concrete for bridge piers and culvert construction in Illinois, concrete use did not
become commonplace for another decade in the state.
By the late 1920s, the use of concrete had exploded onto the building trades market, and
Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, New York and Illinois dominated the Portland
cement production in the United States (Portland Cement Association 1927:8). Although the
Lehigh Valley monopolized the domestic production of Portland cement during the late
nineteenth century, transportation of the bulky commodity dictated the manufacture of this
product closer to markets. By the second decade of the twentieth century, numerous Portland
cement plants were developed throughout the United States including the Midwest.
Significant efforts at Portland cement production were undertaken in Illinois during the
early twentieth century. Unlike the small natural lime producer located throughout the state at
the turn of the century, the new Portland cement plants were large mechanized plants requiring
large capital investments. As reported in The Mineral Industry for the year 1898,
Chicago capital is expected to build a rotary kiln plant at LaSalle, Ill.; it will... be
constructed by German engineers from plans based on experimental work abroad.
The Chicago Cement Company has a plant of 10 shaft kilns nearly completed...
(Lewis 1898:113)
Changes in the lime industry during the middle to late nineteenth century dramatically
affected the small natural lime producers. During these years, more efficient perpetual kilns,
although requiring greater capital investment, became more common. The smaller producers,
such as that located at Griggsville Landing, could not compete with the larger, more modern and
industrialized plants that were being constructed (such as those at nearby Alton and Grafton).
Additionally, many firms consolidated by buying out their small competitors. By the early
twentieth century and the introduction of the new industrialized Portland cement factories, the
natural lime producer in Illinois was in dire trouble. Buehler (n.d.:36) states that
Sharp competition in the lime industry, as well as the competition of Portland
cement, has compelled the up to date manufacturer to avail himself of every
possible economy, from quarrying of the stone to the shipping of the product.
For the small natural lime producer, the early twentieth century was the end of an era.
The final blow to many of these independent local industries was the economic crises of the
1930s which resulted in the closure of many small lime producers for good.
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Illinois, with its vast limestone resources, is well suited for lime production. As Buehler
(n.d.:36) notes
the manufacture of lime... presents no great mechanical difficulties. It is chiefly a
problem of decomposition of limestone by means of heat and until recently, very
little scientific attention has been directed towards its manufacture.
Early lime production required little capital investment nor technical knowledge. Buehler
(n.d.:36) discusses three distinct steps in the manufacture of lime. These include 1) quarrying, 2)
burning, and 3) preparing the product for market.
Quarrying of stone for lime production varied considerably from that associated with
stone quarrying practices associated with building stone production. The lime producer needed
stone in moderately small pieces (6-8" in diameter) with little in the way of "fines" (which have a
tendency of choking the kiln) in contrast to quarries producing building stone (where large
blocks of uniform size and regular dimensions were preferred). The quarried stone was then
hauled to the mouth of the kiln via an incline, or directly off the side of the bluff face, by horse
and wagon team. When located on flat land, a long wood incline was constructed to the mouth of
the kiln (See Buehler n.d.:36-37).
Burning limestone requires heating the stone to a sufficient temperature to drive off the
carbon dioxide. The variable quality of the product was dependent on the quality and/or
thoroughness of the burn. Upon sufficient time in the kiln, the rock turned to powdered lime.
Metzgar (n.d.), in describing lime production at Cordova (Rock Island County), noted that the
lime as then
withdrawn through a door at the bottom of the kiln. I remember seeing some of
them red hot, other pieces snow white in color. The hot lime was spread out to
cool on the floor of the shipping room where it was loaded into wagons and
carried to the freight cars and shipped in bulk or it was packed in large barrels
which had been manufactured in the cooper shop maintained by the company on
the premises. A great deal of the product was shipped by boat, the river traffic
being convenient and cheap in those days and all boat shipments were made in
barrels. They were first stored in the large warehouse on the river... and the
barrels were rolled from it to the deck on the steamer's gangplank by the negro
deckhands as they sang old plantation songs.
The process of burning the lime was conducted in either impermanent "heap", intermittent, or
continuous kilns.
Heap Kilns. The most primitive form of limekiln was a simple affair consisting of
alternating layers of fuel and limestone stacked on the ground, or set into a pit. Frasch
(1899:485) states that
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lime burning in heaps or ditches is almost extinct, and is performed nowadays
only in rural districts for local consumption. The heaps are built from 1,300 to
1,400 cu. ft. in size, being from 10 to 14 ft. high, and producing about 1,000 cu. ft.
of lime.
Ault et al. (1974:7-8) describes the use of small, "log heaps" in Indiana where such practices
were continued as late as 1922 particularly for the production of lime fertilizer.
Mr. Easton's men cut trees about 2 feet thick at the butt into logs as much as 40
feet long. The logs were hauled on a log sled, drawn by a span of mules, and
placed together on the ground, so that the bottom course was about 40 by 60 feet
in area. Smaller logs (about 10 inches in diameter) were laid on top of the first
course at right angles. Brush was heaped on top of the logs to make the total
height of the log heap about 5 feet. Limestone spalls were then brought in... The
stone was piled on the brush in the shape of a pyramid about 8 or 10 feet high at
the peak. The log heap was left to dry for several months, perhaps 6, and then
during the winter the four sides were soaked with kerosene and fired. The heap
burned about 48 hours. The lime ... was then shoveled into a tight-bedded wagon
and spread on the fields (Ault et al 1974:7-8).
Such "log heaps" or "log furnaces" were a very inefficient means of calcining lime. Heap
Burning required large supplies of fuel, were impossible to control, and resulted in a variable
quality product that was suited for little else than fertilizer. Log heaps generally represented a
single episode of production and often were used in conjunction with land clearing operations
(Buehler n.d.:37). Ault et al (1974:frontispiece) illustrates a log heap furnace (see attached
figure).
Heap burning was a common practice in early Illinois. The Alton Courier (November 28,
1857; as cited in Worthen 1866:324) outlined the history of the local lime industry and noted that
The first lime made in the city, of which we have any record, was manufactured
in Hunterstown in the year 1815, by Col. Jacob Judy. The manner of its
manufacture was in keeping with the primitive style of those early times. It was
simply this: Large log heaps were made, and the rock being placed upon them,
they were fired, and as the logs burned to ashes the rock was transformed into
lime. Lime continued to be made in this way as occasion and necessity
demanded, until 1818, when it was manufactured in kilns.
Intermittent or Periodic Kilns: Although lime was sometimes calcined in rectangular
brick kilns, a more efficient means of lime burning was conducted in cylindrically shaped stone
and/or brick walled structures specially designed for lime production. These vertical kilns were
similar to bottle kilns used by potters for firing pottery (See Mansberger 1994).
Frasch (1899:485) noted that the "most primitive form of a vertical kiln is the old "dugout" kiln which is built into the side of a hill or bluff, and constructed of ordinary stone and
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brick." These kilns were burned for approximately 72 hours, then allowed to cool for an
additional 12 hours. These primitive kilns --similar to that documented at Griggsville Landing-required large volumes of hardwood fuel (two to three times the volume of lime produced).
Being constructed into the side of a hill or bluff with their top flush with the upper ground
surface facilitated the loading of the kiln. Constructed in this manner, these kilns were often
referred to as "groundhog kilns". Similar kiln structures built on level ground were free standing
and incorporated long frame incline for wagons to deliver loads of stone to the kiln mouth.
Buehler (n.d.:37) notes that these periodic kilns were generally 10 to 15 feet in height and
6 to 8 feet in diameter. Periodic kilns generally had only two openings, one at the top for loading
stone and the other at the base for removing the final product. The stone (and often alternating
loads of fuel) were usually loaded from the top. Sometimes an arch of stone often separated the
fire chamber from the load of stone over it. Firing required three to four days to complete; after
the kilns had been fired, they were allowed to gradually cool and then the powdered lime was
unloaded from the bottom opening (Ault et al 1974:9).
Periodic kilns were most common during the pre-Civil War years. By the 1870s, the use
of continuous kilns became more wide spread. The knowledge of kiln construction and use
during the early to middle nineteenth century came from a variety of sources. Clearly, most
individuals that operated kilns during these years in Illinois probably learned the trade first hand
prior to coming to the state. Additionally, by this time, details of lime kiln construction were
being published in such journals as the American Agriculturalist (Volume IX:345), the
Mechanic's Magazine (November 1836), and American Farmer (Noland 1825, Patterson 1825).
An increasing number of agricultural journals highlighted the use of agricultural lime during the
second quarter of the nineteenth century and detailed the construction and use of limekilns (ie.
New England Farmer June 1831; Puvis 1836).
Fuel for the periodic kiln initially consisted of wood. Buehler (n.d.:39) notes that black
jack oak was preferred in Missouri and that one cord was sufficient for burning 25 to 30 barrels
of lime. Many plants, particularly in Illinois where coal was readily available, used a
combination of wood and coal. Coal generally required the use of an artificial draft system such
as a taller steel chimney. Illinois' sulpher rich coal had a tendency to affect the setting properties
and color of the lime (Buehler n.d.: 39-40). Compared to wood, one ton of quality, washed
bituminous coal burned approximately 35 to 40 barrels of lime (Buehler n.d.:40). Natural gas,
introduced during the early twentieth century, was a cheap fuel that required increased draft
capacity even beyond that needed for coal.
Perpetual or Continuous Kilns: As their name implies, once the firing process is initiated,
they are in continuous operation until they are in need of repair (Buehler n.d.:38). The earliest
perpetual kilns were similar in construction to the vertical Periodic kilns; later horizontal (or
rotary) Perpetual kilns were developed during the very late nineteenth century and completely
revolutionized the cement industry.
Perpetual vertical kilns are similar in configuration to the vertical Periodic Kiln. The
earlier, and less efficient perpetual vertical kilns were variously known as "Pot Kilns", "Vertical
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Kilns with Mixed Feed" or "Kilns without fireplaces" (Frasch 1899:487). Structurally, these
kilns are very similar to periodic vertical kilns except that they are loaded with alternate fuel and
stone; after they initially are fired, both fuel and stone are continuously fed into the top of the
kiln and lime removed for the base for continuous operation. These kilns generally have more
substantial steel linings and upper stacks for increased durability than their periodic counterparts.
The other variety of vertical perpetual kilns are variously known as "Flame kilns" or
"Vertical Kilns with Separate Feed". These kilns have an additional opening near the firebox
and thus have separate fireboxes and lime clean out pits. Like the mixed feed perpetual kilns
discussed above, these structures generally have steel lined chambers and more efficient steel
chimney stacks (Buehler n.d.:10). Frasch (1899:487) states that continuous vertical kilns with
draw openings below the fire line were preferred. Frasch (1899:488-491) discusses the operation
of a perpetual limekiln with separate feed system. By the early 1870s, the commercial kilns
operating in Illinois (such as those at Shelly's Lime and Cement Works at Alton in Madison
County) were generally vertical kilns with a separate feed system. Illustrations of these vertical
kilns clearly indicate the presence of both firebox and lime clean-out openings in the kiln
structure (see attached figure).
More efficient perpetual rotary kilns were associated with Portland cement production
and generally were introduced into Illinois during the early twentieth century. Rotary kilns have
a horizontal revolving steel cylinder that is heated and the raw stone enters one end and the
calcined stone exists the other. One of the first rotary kilns was developed and used successfully
in the 1890s by the Edison Portland Cement Company (1926:21). After much trial and error,
rotary kilns were "found superior to the vertical kiln process" and became generally accepted by
the industry by late 1890s. Although rotary kilns initially were handicapped by the price of
petroleum as a fuel, the use of powdered coal as a substitute for more expensive petroleum was
devised by the late 1890s (Lewis 1899:113). The Edison Portland Cement Company introduced
a 100-foot long, 10-foot diameter rotary kiln in 1899 that continued to revolution the industry.
Although the longer kilns had a tendency to warp, they produced a greater quantity of lime. By
1909, the company had patented kilns 150' in length. By the early twentieth century, the rotary
kilns were being converted to natural gas. Such rotary kilns could produce 750 barrels of lime
per kiln per day with companies often operating as many as 10 kilns per factory (Edison Portland
Cement Company 1926:39).
Other early twentieth century innovations to the industry included the introduction of
mechanical methods of moving stone to the kilns (ie. substituting trams for wagons), the use of
electrical generators, motors and gas engines to operate the machinery, more efficient stone
crushers as well as lime baggers. The continued mechanization of the lime industry transformed
the small, family operated business into a large, mechanized factory system of production --a
transition that corresponded to the switch from natural lime to Portland cement production (See
Edison Portland Cement Company 1926).
In Illinois, small lime kilns once dotted the landscape. These family operated businesses
served local needs. By the 1850s, with the introduction of more efficient continuous kilns, the
208

industry began to intensify. Several major lime producing centers, located near quality stone
resources and efficient water transportation networks, developed in Illinois during these years.71
Two early centers for lime production in Illinois were Madison and Rock Island
Counties, both of which will be outline in the following pages. A third center of commercial
lime production, and not outlined here, was LaSalle County.
Alton, located along the Mississippi River in northern Madison County, quickly became a
major lime producer by the middle nineteenth century. According to the History of Madison
County, Illinois (Brink and Company 1882:56, 395)
There is, probably, no place in the west where could be found the same facilities
for the manufacture of superior lime as at Alton. There is an unlimited supply
both of fuel and material for lime. ... [and] the means of shipping both by rail and
river are excellent.
The stone found about Alton is a very pure carbonate of lime, and burns into the
best and whitest lime made in the country. It has won a wide reputation
throughout the West for its excellence, and the Alton manufacturers ship to
different points in Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa and Nebraska.
The manufacture of lime began at Alton at a fairly early date
and for some years Alton supplied nearly all the river towns from St. Paul to New
Orleans with this article. But more recently the manufacture of lime has been
commenced at many points on the river... (Worthen 1866:324).
Lime was first produced in the Madison County region in 1815 by Jacob Judy using
primitive log heaps to calcine the stone. It didn't take many years before more substantial kilns
were constructed by C. W. Hunter in 181872 .
The manufacture of lime continued to be carried on with more or less activity
until 1847. In this year the barreling and exportation of lime was commenced,
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Researchers in Vermont have recently conducted a survey of the numerous lime kilns from that state. As of
1988, the remains of 87 kilns had been located and were categorized as either 1) Farm type kilns (circa 1800-1860s),
2) Early-commercial type kilns (circa 1850-1900s), 3) Later-commercial type kilns (circa 1870s-1920s), and 4)
Modern type kilns (1900s-1950s) (Society For Historical Archaeology Newsletter 1990:24). Although the number
of documented kilns are far lower in Illinois, a similar pattern exists in Illinois. Other interesting works pertaining to
the regional lime industry include Bertrand (1944), Landis (1994), Radmer (1980) and Williams (1989).
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Norton (1912:368) infers that Judy manufactured this lime to construct his brick house --the earliest documented
brick house in Madison County and once located "at Peter's station on the Clover Leaf". Judy, who was credited
with making the first lime in Alton, manufactured this lime in a log heap along the west bank of Shields' Branch on
the site of what was then [1912] W. M. Sweetser's lumber yard. The first kiln in Alton was constructed by Hunter at
the same location; the lime from this kiln was used to construct the first brick house in Alton --which was
constructed in 1819 on the northwest corner of Second and Walnut Streets.
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and from that day to this the business has prospered and grown, and is yet
increasing day by day (Worthen 1866:324).
On November 28, 1857, the Alton Courier (as cited in Worthen 1866:324-325) noted that
121,900 barrels of lime had been produced since last march of that year. Of this number 48,400
had been shipped by rail in bulk. The balance, consisting of 73,500 barrels, was shipped via the
Mississippi River. In 1857, there were 20 kilns in operation in Alton alone. Of these 20 kilns,
five were of the newer "patent" design (probably representing the newer perpetual kilns with
separate feed system). According to the newspaper,
these kilns give employment in various ways to not less than four hundred men,
aside from the cooperage required by them.
With the kilns now in use, there are ample facilities for the manufacture of about
210,000 barrels of lime per annum, amounting in value to over $200,000. This is
the yearly product of the rocky and forbidding bluffs that adorn the riverbank in
our immediate neighborhood.
Worthen (1866:325) noted that the local industry had obviously peaked in production
during the late 1860s and that
there appears to have been a gradual falling off in the lime business at this point,
not in consequence of any failure in the supply of the necessary material, but
rather from the competition in the manufacture of the article at points nearer than
this to the principal markets heretofore supplied from this locality.
Norton (1912:369) reiterated this statement when he noted that
Fifty years ago Alton Kilns supplied all the river town[s] with lime, but its trade
in this building staple is not as great a[t] present owing to the opening of many
other kilns along the bluffs of the upper river...
One of the key players in Alton's lime industry during the middle nineteenth century was
Frederick Shelly. A native of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Shelly immigrated to Clinton
County around 1836 as a young man of sixteen. During his early years Shelly learned the
plasterer's trade in Alton, worked as a plasterer in both Alton and St. Louis, moved to Rock
Island, Davenport, Bloomington, and finally returned to Alton in 1858 or 1859. At that time, he
leased the lime works operated by Edward Ulrich of Springfield. Shelly soon purchased half
interest in the operation which was run under the title of D. Martin and Company. A few years
later, he purchased the remaining half interest in the lime works. By 1867, Shelly had
purchased the extensive lime works of Messrs. Locke & Bro. ... who were the
only formidable competitors he then had in his operations in the West. He thus
rapidly secured absolute control of an immense and highly lucrative business, and
210

became in time the largest manufacturer of lime in the Northwest (Brink,
McCormick and Company 1873:83).
In 1873, the capacity of Shelly's kilns was touted as being 7,500 bushels of lime per week.
Besides the employees that managed the lime works, Shelly also employed 35 to 40 additional
men who were "constantly employed in cutting and boating the wood consumed in the kilns and
in the manufacture of barrels for the shipment of lime." Shelly's coopers apparently produced
30,000 to 40,000 barrels per year and the annual consumption of wood totaled 5,000 cords
(Brink, McCormick and Company 1873:83).
By the early 1880s, although the local lime industry had declined in significance, the presence of
the lime works was still apparent in the economic well being of the community. William
Armstrong operated four kilns in operation at that time (producing 100,000 to 250,000 barrels
annually), Coppinger and Biggins had one kiln in operation (40,000 barrels annually), and
Theodore Dietz had a single kiln in operation (Brink and Company 1882:395). Today, no
physical evidence of these kilns have survived to the present.
In and around the communities of Port Byron and Cordova, along the east shore of the
Mississippi River in Rock Island County, developed a middle nineteenth century lime industry
that exploited the quality Niagara Limestone outcrops within the area. Although lime production
may have begun as early as the 1840s in Port Byron (Lyford n.d.:19), the first documented
production appears during the 1850s. Robert Richardson arrived in Port Byron, via Galena,
around 1850 having earned his living as a photographer (Lyford n.d.:6). In time, his interests
turned to lime production, and by 1857 he had several kilns in operation and was shipping lime
down river, by raft, to Rock Island (Rock Island Argus 6/8/1857). By the middle 1860s, Rufus
Chase had constructed three kilns near the north edge of town and D. T. Barrett had constructed
a kiln near the south edge of town. Both Chase and Barrett were from Maine and had previously
been engaged in the lime industry. In 1872, Barrett purchased Chase's old kilns north of town
and continued to burn lime through the 1870s (Kett 1877:410).
By the 1870s, lime production was the leading industry in Port Byron and it was to
expand even further over the next few decades. In the single year of 1871-72, lime production
grew from 45,000 barrels to 65,000 barrels per year (Port Byron Globe 6/3/1972). The 1870s
also marked the appearance of several new lime producers. One of these was A. E. Lyford who
constructed a substantial kiln on Main Street in Port Byron around 1875. This kiln had a daily
capacity of 400 barrels and was filled by a series of buckets, as it was not built against a hillside,
as was typical of the kilns in the area. Of all the lime operations, this one was undoubtedly the
best situated in terms of transportation as the railroad depot was across the street and beyond that
was the river. Over the next fifteen years, ownership of this kiln was to pass several times
between Lyford and Henry C. Trent, and be rebuilt by the latter in 1887.
D. S. Metzgar, of German heritage, arrived in Rock Island County in 1859 and played a
prominent role in the development of the region's lime industry.73 Metzgar had already
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Metzgar was born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania in 1817. Although trained as a tailor, he eventually
entered the general mecantile business, which is what he was doing upon initially arriving in Port Byron.
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established himself as a successful businessman in Port Byron before he sold out his other
interests and actively devoted himself to the lime trade in 1872. He formed a partnership with
his three sons --George, Homer and Marcellus-- and by 1885 they were operating two kiln in
Port Byron and four in Cordova. Over the next decade, they gradually bought out all of their
competitors in Port Byron and by the 1890s enjoyed a virtual monopoly over the lime industry
there. In 1905, their various holdings were consolidated under the corporate title of the Port
Byron Lime Association with branch offices in Rock Island and Minneapolis (Biographical
Publishing Company 1885: 245-246; Lyford n.d.).
During these years, most of the lime production in Port Byron became centralized around
the two Metzgar kilns. The Association remained in the hands of the Metzgar family until 1914,
when hydrated lime came onto the market (Lyford n.d.).74 At that time, the Metzgars sold their
operation to a Mr. Sudlow. It continued operation into the 1920s before finally going out of
business around 1930-31 (Ziegler, personal communication 1994).
In Cordova, the lime business was initiated in the 1860s by a J. Q. Wynkoop who arrived
from New York State in 1858 (Cordova American Revolution Bicentennial Commission
1976:26). The Rock Island Union (June 25, 1867) noted that besides the local grain, the lime
works were a significant industry in the community. The Rock Island Union noted that
the large lime-kiln of Messrs. Wynkoop & Abbott, where as fine an article of
building lime is burned as we have ever seen. It is in great demand in the towns
up the river.
By the middle 1870s Wynkoop had several kilns operating in town and was being touted as "the
lime prince of the west". The Moline Review Dispatch (October 22, 1875) noted that
He is now running four patent kilns and employs about 35 men day and night, the
demand for his lime is such that he cannot possibly fill the orders as fast as
received from all parts of the country...
Wynkoop continued producing lime until 1881 when he leased his operations to H. J. Lowrey;
shortly thereafter, he sold his lime works to the Metzgar family of Port Byron. The construction
boom of the 1880s resulted in a great demand for lime in the nearby Quad Cities. During these
years, the Wynkoop lime works were enlarged and new facilities were constructed in Cordova
for both J. J. Johnson and Daniel Pinneo (Moline Review Dispatch January 6, 1881; October 2,
1882). By the first decade of the twentieth century, none of the lime works in Cordova were
producing lime.

74

. According to Lyford (n.d.:1), "while the Niagara Limestone was very rich in quality and became the finest of
white lime when burned in a kiln, it proved to be too rich for successful hydrating, and the Port Byron business died
because the new hydrated lime was a better commercial product because of its convenience in transportation and use
in building".
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The U. S. Gypsum Company constructed a plant south of Cordova in 1924 (The
Gypsumist 1925a, b). This large, industrialized facility was modern in every detail and
contained eight continuous kilns, two hydrators and a rock crusher. A narrow gauge railway
connected the quarry with the plant. The "Gyp", which produced lime only to 1944, was a short
run operation that was later converted to agricultural rock crushing. The plant was sold in 1944
and all but the kiln building was dismantled. After this date, rock continued to be quarried in
Cordova, but it was never again to be burned for lime. The "Gyp" operated as a crushing plant
for agricultural stone and road material from 1946 until the recent past (Cordova American
Revolution Bicentennial Commission 1976:27).
Today, little remains in Illinois of this once thriving industry. The extensive quarries
have filled with water or overgrown, and the vast majority of the kilns have long since been
demolished. Very few lime kilns are known to have survived in Illinois. The few known
examples include:
1) The Griggsville Landing Kiln (Pike County): This kiln, which was described in detail
in the proceeding text, represents a middle nineteenth century Periodic Kiln that is in remarkable
shape.
2) Maeystown (Monroe County): Located on the fringe of the small community, this
kiln was associated with the Jacob Maeys' residence (Reime 1991:10). This kiln, which was
identified by the Illinois Historic Sites Survey, probably was in operation during the years circa
1852-1870. Although not known with any certainty, this kiln probably was of the Periodic
Vertical variety.
3) Kankakee River State Park (Kankakee County): Little is known about this lime kiln.
This kiln was constructed of quarried limestone set into the face of the limestone outcrop along
the Kankakee River. Associated with this kiln is an old stone quarry that was documented on the
1873 plat (Thompson Brothers and Burr 1873). This limekiln was identified by Illinois State
Museum staff as Site 11-Wi375A (Harn, personal communication; Tankersley et al 1992). At
present, it is not known whether this is a Periodic or Continuous Kiln.
4) Polo Kiln (Ogle County): Little is known about the lime kiln that is present near the
outskirts of this community. This single stone kiln is located along the railway spur near the
edge of the community and probably dates from the late nineteenth century.
4) Port Byron and Cordova (Rock Island County): The remnants of the lime industry
that once flourished in these two communities are pitifully few. The quarries from which the
limestone was removed are the most visible reminder, as they are the most difficult to erase.
Most of the kilns and other structures once associated with the production of lime, however, have
been demolished over the years, either to make way for residential and commercial expansion or
in the course of expanding quarrying operations. The most significant remains in this region are:
A) The Chase Kilns located on the north side of Port Byron. The remains of three kilns
in poor condition are present. These kiln remains are probably the earliest remaining
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examples of kiln technology in the area. These kilns probably represent Continuous
Vertical Kilns.
B) The Johnson Kiln (which measures 18' by 18' by 30' tall with intact metal doors) is
located behind the Cordova Cemetery and is in remarkably good condition. It is one of
two kilns built at this location. It is suspected that this represents a Continuous Vertical
Kiln.
C) U. S. Gypsum Plant, Cordova. Although the chimney stacks have been removed,
three of the original eight continuous kilns are extant. These kilns are in various states of
disrepair and located in the 1920s metal building that originally housed these structures.
The 1920s metal building was reduced to half its original height when the Collinson
Brothers removed the kilns' chimney stacks and roofed the building over in the late
1940s. These are Continuous Vertical Kilns.
With the extensive limestone resources available in the state, lime production became a
common, little documented, rural industry in Illinois. With the passage of time, the small-scale
production of lime for local consumption gave way to early industrial production and finally to
large scale factory production. Transportation corridors and market catchments played a major
role in the location of the early lime works that were located along the major river corridors near
abundant supplies of quality stone. As Ault et al. (1974:9) notes, since the capital investment in
these kilns was small, "their disappearance was rapid". Later industrialized production shifted
to better transportation networks (particularly rail) and a movement towards large urban centers
with cheap labor and rail transport (See Ault et al. 1974:36-39).
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Figure 109. Building a log heap lime kiln (as illustrated in Ault et al. 1974:frontispiece).
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Figure 110. Early nineteenth century plan and section of lime kiln (as illustrated in Hoseth
et al. 1990:40; although no source is cited, this illustration is similar to one in a November
1836 issue of The Mechanic's Magazine).
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Figure 111. Detail of a groundhog or vertical periodic kiln (from Blatchley 1904:225 as
illustrated in Ault et al. 1974:8).
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Figure 112. Continuous vertical kilns for wood firing as illustrated in Frasch (1899:488).
Note the presence of chimney opening, firebox, and separate opening for the removal of the
powdered lime. Left: Kiln with draw opening below fire line, and tall metal chimney with
regulator for improved draft. Right: Older variety kiln with draw opening above the
firebox and similar in construction to the less complicated Periodic vertical kilns.
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Figure 113. Detail of R. G. Lakes Siding which was located along the Rock River north of
Rockford (Winnebago County). The two kilns and warehouse were conveniently located
adjacent to a railway spur (Warner, Higgins and Beers 1871:opposite page 82).
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Figure 114a. Detail of early lime kilns at Alton, Madison County, Illinois in 1867
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Figure 114b. Illustration of F. Shelly's Lime and Cement Works, Alton, Illinois (Brink,
McCormick and Company 1873:27). This company had no less than seven kilns in
operation and illustrated in this figure. These kilns are all Continuous Vertical Kilns with
separate draw openings.
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Figure 115. Detail of three kilns at Shelly's Lime and Cement Works at Alton. These clearly are continuous vertical kilns with
separate draw openings. Men can be seen working the upper draw openings and removing the hot powdered lime. Similarly,
workmen are illustrated shoveling coal into the lower fire box openings.
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Figure 116. Detail of operations at Shelly's Lime and Cement Works at Alton. The company was well situated along the
Mississippi River with quality limestone outcrops nearby as well as river landings and railway sidings.
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Figure 117. Detail of the St. Louis Cement and Lime Works, which were built by J. D. Bondurant in rural Madison County
during the middle nineteenth century (Brink, McCormick and Company 1873:146). Built along the Mississippi River, the
works were in easy reach of stone as well as coal resources and was serviced by a narrow gauge railway between the quarry (in
background) and the four kilns.
224

Figure 118. Early twentieth century photographs of the Port Byron Lime Association
buildings (Ziegler collection).
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Figure 119. Early twentieth century photographs of the Port Byron Lime Association
buildings (Ziegler collection).
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Figure 120. Demolition of one of the Port Byron Lime Association kilns during the early
twentieth century (Ziegler collection).
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Figure 121a. Photograph of the Trent/Lyford lime works in Port Byron. Attached to the single kiln is a large frame structure
which functioned as a processing plant. Note the large stockpile of wood rails for fuel (Courtesy of the Rock Island County
Historical
Society).
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Figure 121b.
photograph).

Cordova lime kiln (Rock Island County) (Illinois Geological Survey
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Figure 121c. Kilns located at Port Byron (Rock Island County) (Illinois Geological Survey
photograph).
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Figure 122. Early twentieth century illustration of the Trent/Lyford lime works (Sanborn
Fire Insurance Company 1906). This figure illustrates the structure of a typical late
nineteenth century lime works, complete with one kiln, processing plant, office, barrel
storage building, cooper shop, adjacent quarry, as well as small barn for hay storage (for
the work horses).
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Figure 123. Early twentieth century illustration of the Quad-City Brick and Lime Company's works (Sanborn-Perris Fire
Insurance Company 1928). Note the presence of multiple lime kilns, blacksmith shop, and multiple warehouses. The presence
of the grinding room indicates the production of Portland cement.
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Figure 124. The U.S. Gypsum Plant at Cordova. The only building still standing at this site is the kiln building and the
garage.
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Figure 125. Homer Metzgar and his quarry crew (no date) (Courtesy of the Rock Island County Historical Society).
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Figure 126. Details of the Chase Kilns located at Port Byron. The front halves of these kilns has collapsed exposing a cross
section of the kilns.
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Figure 127. Two views of the Johnson Kiln located at Cordova.
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Figure 128. Remains of the U. S. Gypsum Company plant at Cordova.
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Figure 129. Detail of one of the remaining kilns at the U. S. Gypsum Company's Plant at
Cordova. The chimney has been removed. The lime draw openings are located beneath
the firebox openings illustrated here.
238

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The National Register of Historic Places eligibility of vernacular buildings such as those
discussed in this report often are difficult to assess. Generally, these buildings are small,
mundane structures built for, or by, families of lower socio-economic standing. Additionally,
these buildings are not high style structures and lack decorative elements associated with popular
architectural styles. As such, these buildings are often difficult to place into standard categories
based on stylistic attributes and the buildings form becomes a significant variable in describing
the structure.
Similarly, vernacular structures such as the log houses discussed in this report are seldom
found in an original or "as-built" condition. Such buildings are often found encased in later
remodelings and additions, seldom giving the impression of a traditional log building.
Nonetheless, these vernacular structures contain a wealth of information that has the potential to
document a way of life that has changed dramatically since the nineteenth century.
Evaluating the significance of vernacular buildings is based on National Register of
Historic Places criteria. To be eligible for the National Register, a building must be greater than
50 years old, have significance and retain integrity. Eligibility to the National Register of
Historic Places is based on four broad criteria which are used to guide the evaluation process.
These criteria state:
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, and:
A) that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history; or
B) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
C) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that posses high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or
D) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
prehistory or history.
Most log buildings, if they retain a certain level of integrity, are significant as per
Criterion C in that they embody the distinctive characteristics of either a house type, a period of
time, or a method of construction. Unfortunately, with most log houses, the integrity of the
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building (or lack of) comes into question. Seldom are log houses in an original "as-built"
condition having been modernized throughout its lifespan to meet the changing needs of its
occupants. Indeed, in many cases, it is difficult to determine that the house is even of log
construction.
According to the National Park Service, integrity is "the authenticity of a property's
historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during the
property's history" (NPS 1991:4). The National Park Service’s Bulletin 15 (NPS 1991) outlines
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
As Theodore Hild (then Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer) stated regarding a
middle nineteenth century log house (the Kiel House; see Mansberger 1994) in the Scott Air
Force Base project area of St. Clair County
Physical integrity in the case of a 19th century log building cannot be judged on
the same scale as a later structure designed for permanent residency by a builder
of more means. For this reason, the addition of siding and a relative state of
dilapidation is of less consequence than may otherwise be the case. Although
modest, this structure embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, method
and period of construction and is eligible under National Register crierion "C"."
(Hild; letter to Mr. Gary Gould, Illinois Department of Transportation, September
20, 1992).
As Bulletin 15 notes, the degree of integrity that a building retains helps distinguish
between an architectural and archaeological property. Generally, if a building is in ruins it is
considered an archaeological resource; otherwise the building is considered an architectural
resource. It is my contention that many buildings have both archaeological and architectural
significance. It is hard to deny that many architectural resources contain a wealth of "buried"
information in the fabric of the structures (ie., details of changing construction techniques as well
as changing floor plans through time) that can address significant research questions.
Although Hild (1992) emphasized criterion "C", I am just as inclined to argue for the
significance of vernacular buildings under criteria "A" (social history) and "D" (archaeology).
Although these criterion are not used frequently for evaluating vernacular architecture, it is my
belief that structures contain a wealth of information (both above and below ground) that reflects
broad patterns important in understanding our collective social history. Houses are large artifacts
that document changing technologies and domestic conditions which in turn reflect on our
understanding of changing lifeways and the socio-economic well being of early families.
Treated as a large archaeological feature (or non-portable artifact), houses document "change
through time" within the domestic environment that is not available through traditional "dirt"
archaeology. Combined with more traditional archaeology, these above-ground archaeological
resources can help document shifts in major social (and ethnic) trends in the state and provide
data relevant to various research topics: such as the changing role of women in the household; or
the changing structure of the kitchen and its effect on the family; or the changing structure of the
"minimal" house.
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The significance of many of these vernacular properties lies in their very lack of integrity
(or the change that they have undergone through the years). This structural change documents
the occupants' attempts to keep the basic or "minimal" house adequate for the standards of the
period. Therefore, the structural modifications that many would think distracts from the integrity
of a vernacular structure actually enhances it and documents the wide range of cultural and social
changes affecting the American family during a particular place and time. Such vernacular
buildings document a wide range of changes affecting the Illinois family during the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries as well as insights into the adaptability of the family and their
lifestyle.75
The majority of the structures investigated by this research were of log construction. All
four counties where the log buildings were located (Hamilton, Johnson, Carroll, and Jersey
Counties) were predominately timber covered at the time of initial Anglo-American settlement.
Given the abundance of timber in these areas, log construction was widespread during the
nineteenth century. In western Jersey County, due to the timber rich setting, as well as the low
productivity of the area farms, a vast majority of the nineteenth century structures built in this
region were constructed of logs. Log construction persisted throughout the nineteenth and even
into the early twentieth century within these relatively isolated timber-rich districts. It was not
until the 1880s that log schools in western Jersey County began to be replaced by frame
structures, and log construction persisted even longer in the region, particularly with lower
income residential construction (Continental 1885:398). At the turn of the century, many of the
homes in the western part of the county were still being constructed of logs (Clifton 1990:157;
Price 1988, 1989).
Although once very prominent on the landscape, log structures in these four counties has
not survived well. Although Price (personal communication) has documented numerous log
houses and barns in Jersey County, the log structures documented in this report for Pere
Marquette State Park are the only four log buildings that have survived on the large landholdings
of the Illinois Department of Conservation.
The Morgan Site: The Morgan House and associated outbuildings represents the remains
of an early twentieth century farmstead constructed within an agriculturally marginal, but timberrich region. This house was constructed using traditional building techniques and materials that
had predominately been replaced with more modern materials and techniques by that time. As
per criterion C, the house is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in that it
represents a distinctive method of construction. Similarly, as per Criterion A and D, the barn at
the Morgan Site is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in that it has yielded
significant information regarding changing agricultural needs of this family.
75

In the process of restoration, many log buildings are often "returned" to their original configuration by the
removal of later additions and modernizations (such as new kitchen wings and bathrooms). Careful structural
recording prior to the removal of these changes can easily be accomplished by trained individuals and help
document the buildings prior to their partial destruction.
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The Meyer Site: This log house was one of the few log structures identified in the
Historic Structures Survey for Jersey County (at that time, the house was identified as the Chris
Boyer Log Cabin). In March 1988 staff members from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
(IHPA), along with Wayne Price (a log structures specialist), traveled to Jersey County and
inspected the Meyer House. Based on this field inspection, the IHPA stated that the house "is a
significant historic resource which is worthy of preservation" (Letter from Theodore Hild to John
Comerio at IDOC dated April 4, 1988). Although the rear frame addition has deteriorated badly,
the structural integrity of the original log house is good. As such, it is my opinion that this house
is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in that it meets Criterion C and is an
excellent example of a type of construction once very common on the Illinois landscape.
Similarly, it is our opinion that this log house is eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places as per criterion A and D in that it documents patterns in the modernization of the small
vernacular house during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
The Duggan Site: Documentary information suggests that the Duggan Site represents the
remains of farmstead initially constructed during the middle nineteenth century (and occupied
through the middle twentieth century) within an agriculturally marginal, but timber-rich region.
Only a log summer kitchen, log animal pen and the shell of a frame barn remain intact (another
outbuilding lies in ruins and the house has been demolished). All three of the extant buildings
date from the early twentieth century (circa 1900 to 1930). Although this farmstead is not
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, the log summer kitchen and animal pen
represent traditional building types seldom seen on extant farmsteads in the region. No other log
summer kitchens or animal pens were observed during our research in Jersey County. It is our
opinion that the log animal pen and summer kitchen are eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places as per criterion C. The frame barn is not eligible for the National Register.
The Barth Site: The log house at the Barth Site is a middle nineteenth century house
(constructed circa 1865-68) potentially built by a family of mixed ancestry (German-American
and Mesquaki Indian). Although constructed using traditional log techniques, some of the traits
(such as the sill and floor joist construction as well as wall thickness) associated with this house
may be indicative of the Indian heritage associated with the individuals that constructed it. Later
modifications to this structure document the modernization of a middle nineteenth century
farmhouse. As Bob Krejci noted, although other log houses were once common in the
immediate area, few have survived to the present. It is our opinion that the log house at the
Barth Site is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places in that it meets Criterion C and
is an excellent example of a type of construction once very common on the Illinois landscape.
Similarly, this log house is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as per criterion A
and D in that it documents patterns in the modernization of the small vernacular house during the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
The Harper Site: The remains of the Harper House and associated outbuildings represent
an early twentieth century occupation by a lower income family. Based on the documentary
information at hand, it appears that this house was constructed using logs salvaged from another
log building circa 1905 to 1906. The materials found in the structure during our investigations
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are consistent with the suspected early twentieth century date of construction. It is our opinion
that this house is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as per criterion C.
The Bost Site: The remains of the Bost House represent a middle nineteenth century
occupation within a fairly marginal agricultural area. Based on the documentary research, it
appears that this site was initially occupied circa 1850. Through the years, this house was
enlarged and continued to be occupied through the middle twentieth century. Presently, all that
remains of the town of Scanlin Spur is this single log structure. It is our opinion that this house
is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as per criterion C in that it represents a
distinctive type and method of construction.
The Smith Site: At first glance the Smith House appears to represent the dwelling of a
successful farm family. It is large, has an impressive two-story porch and was constructed of a
material fitting of quality. But upon closer inspection, the house lacks the stylistic
embellishments typical of a well-to-do, owner-occupied farmhouse. The first indication is the
simple entrance door without side lights. Upon entering the house one encounters a narrow hall
and simple unembellished narrow stairway. Similarly, the upstairs consists of a rather plain,
boxed-in stair hall. As such, the Smith House appears to represent a quality built, tenantoccupied farmhouse --quality in construction, materials and with plenty of space but lacking the
embellishments and specialized room functions typical of more successful owner-occupied
structures. Nonetheless, the Smith House still is one of the largest and most impressive middle
nineteenth century houses in this portion of the county.
Similarly, the barn is a well-built structure (which functioned as a multi-purpose horse
barn, granary and hay storage facility) once associated with a large, productive farm. This
structure contrasts dramatically with the majority of other barns in this region of Jersey County -a region characterized by small farms.
This stone farmhouse and barn is located in Quarry Township which was known for its
extensive limestone deposits and commercial quarries --particularly in and around the
community of Grafton (Continental Historical Company 1885:301). Although several stone
buildings (both domestic and commercial) are located in nearby Grafton (See Edwards 1993), in
the more rural area of western Jersey County and Quarry Township, few stone buildings are
present. The only other stone building similar to this house in the immediate area is the Roy
Shallenberg House (which does not retain as much integrity as the Eastman House). Similarly,
no other raised three-bay barns are known to be present in Rosedale, Quarry or Elsah Townships
(see Pero and Copeland 1995).
As such, this farmstead is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as per
Criterion C in that it represents a distinctive method of construction (stone). Additionally, it is
our opinion that the farmstead is also eligible for the National Register as per criteria A and D in
that a wide range of subsurface (suspected privies, cisterns and other related features) and
above-ground structural data associated with this site has the potential to document changing
social conditions during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century in this region of the state.
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The Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln Site: The Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln represents
the well-preserved remains of a middle nineteenth century limekiln. This kiln was part of a
small commercial operation that functioned prior to the industrial intensification of the industry
which materialized immediately after the Civil War. Although once a flourishing industry, few
limekilns have survived in Illinois. Those that have survived are generally in poor condition, and
not as well preserved as the Griggsville Landing Lime Kiln. In 1974, Betty Madden, author of
Art, Crafts, and Architecture in Early Illinois (Madden 1974) stated
As you know, I have been searching for old Illinois buildings, arts and crafts since
1964 and, in so doing, have traveled perhaps 50,000 miles around this state.... The
old limekiln alone is a rare remaining structure in Illinois. I have found intact,
only one other limekiln in the far north-central portion of the state.
As outlined in the previous text, few limekilns are known to have survived in Illinois. This
particular kiln represents one of the best preserved examples of an early Periodic kiln in Illinois.
Besides its architectural significance, this site possesses great archaeological potential -particularly within that area located immediately in front of the kiln's mouth. As Barr (1984:7)
noted, "it is possible that the only direct documentation about the lime kiln may be provided by
data recovered from the archaeological record itself." The archaeological record has the
potential to yield significant information regarding the construction and use of this structure.
Therefore, it is our opinion that this structure is also significant and eligible for the National
Register as per criterion A and D.
As this report has illustrated, it often is difficult to assess the significance of individual
structures (particularly vernacular structures) without combining the detailed documentary and
archival research conducted in the county courthouse with limited on-site structural
investigations. Although the approach for determining the significance of vernacular structures
currently is "one structure at a time", there exists a strong need for developing state-wide
contexts for various classes of vernacular structures (such as log houses) with the intent of
developing a multiple property National Register nomination. Such a document would identify
the class of vernacular structure, the variations in the methods of construction associated with
this class of architecture, as well as the common (and conversely, rare) forms associated with this
building type. Such a document would assist with future National Register determinations.
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