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Introduction
On August 14-15, 1908 Springfield, Illinois was rocked by a race riot that resulted in the deaths
of nine people, dozens of properties destroyed or damaged, and the displacement of a large
segment of the city’s black population. The riot was a seminal event in Springfield’s history and
is the acknowledged catalyst for the foundation of the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP) in early 1909. The document presented here has two primary
goals: 1) identify the physical locations of the houses and business burned during the riot; and 2)
isolate the locations of the numerous photographs that were taken in the riot’s aftermath, with a
specific emphasis on those illustrating buildings destroyed or severely damaged within (or close
proximity to) Springfield’s so-called “Badlands.”
The data presented here is derived primarily from several local newspaper articles detailing
property losses in the Badlands incurred during the riot. On August 16th, only hours after the
cessation of the mob action, both the Illinois State Journal and Illinois State Register ran multipage stories regarding the riot and its devastation.1 Needless to say, these accounts were
produced quickly after the event—the smoke had hardly cleared from the fires, and the accuracy
of the reporting may have reflected this rush to publish. Both newspapers attempted to segregate
the damage into the two districts affected—the Levee and the Badlands. Tables 1 and 2
summarize the destruction in the Badlands, as reported by the Illinois State Journal and the
Illinois State Register, respectively.2 The Illinois State Journal, in their article entitled “Property
Loss Near $120,000: Damage In Levee And Business District is Heavy” ([Springfield] Illinois
State Journal), summarized the damage as such:
Red Light District by fire
Damage to Property in Levee District
Loss at Loper’s Restaurant and Saloon
General Loss Throughout the Business District

$50,000
$35,000
$20,000
$15,000

This article further noted in its subtitle that “Many owners begin repairs but in Red Light
Neighborhood destruction of buildings owned or occupied by negroes is complete.” Many
photographs of the damaged properties were published at the time, particularly by the Illinois
State Register.3

1

“Property Loss Near $120,000: Damage In Levee And Business District Is Heavy,” [Springfield] Illinois State
Journal (August 16, 1908, page 5), “Awful Havoc Is Wrought By Mob: Long List of Stores Wrecked and Homes
Burned Gives Idea of Magnitude of the Mob’s Work of Destruction,” [Springfield] Illinois State Register (August
16, 1908, page 1).
2

Similarly, Tables 4 and 5 summarize the destruction along the commercial Levee, as reported by the Illinois State
Journal and the Illinois State Register, respectively. It is our hopes to integrate this data into a similar map at a
future date.
3

The Illinois State Register article was reprinted in its entirety (complete with additional photographs) on August
21, 1908.
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After the smoke had cleared, and the embers had cooled off, the City of Springfield released an
official accounting of the houses damaged and destroyed during the riots. On September 5,
1908, both the Illinois State Journal and the Illinois State Register carried accounts of Fire Chief
Jacobs official accounting of the damage.4 As reported in the subtitle of the Register’s account
of the event, this “List Made For Benefit of Special Investigating Committee” of the City
Council. The Journal also noted that “in a number of cases the chief was unable to ascertain the
loss, the occupants and owners having fled the town and is still working on the case.” Except for
a couple of discrepancies related to suspect typographical errors, both news stories are basically
identical in their listing of the damaged properties.
Table 3 is a summary of the properties reported by Chief Jacobs by the two newspaper stories.
This table provides an inventory of the properties discussed by the two September 5th news
articles, along with additional information detailed by them (i.e. property description, owner,
occupant, and condition). These properties have been plotted on the map presented as Figure 1,
which represents a compilation of several sheets taken from the 1896 Sanborn fire insurance map
illustrating the section of the Badlands impacted by the riot. The 1896 Sanborn was the last fullset fire insurance map prepared for Springfield prior to the riot, and hence it was considered most
appropriate for our purposes. Several of the addresses listed in the destroyed/damaged inventory
do not appear on the 1896 Sanborn—having been built or relocated during the intervening period
(1896-1908)—but these generally can be accounted for by consulting Springfield city directories
and the “Block Line Map of the Central Business District” published the Sanborn Map Company
in 1906; these building have been added to the 1896 “base” map. Destroyed houses are
highlighted in orange on Figure 1.
During the two-day event (August 14-15, 1908), the local newspapers documented the
destruction of property, and the occupation of the city by armed troops, in a multitude of
photographs, many of which were published in the newspapers. The Illinois State Register
published a total of 41 images relating to the riot and its aftermath over an eight-day period in
which they covered the event (Illinois State Register, August 28, 1908). The aftermath of the
riot was a sightseeing extravagance that brought many individuals to downtown Springfield.
Almost immediately after the event—if not actually during the event—opportunistic individuals
had printed a series of postcards illustrating the devastating destruction and presence of armed
troops in the Capital City, and were selling such to the multitude of sightseers touring the
Badlands to view the damage firsthand. On Sunday (August 16, 1908), the very day following
the riots, the Illinois State Journal published a short news item entitled “STOP SALE OF
WOMAN’S PHOTOS. Police Prevent Distribution of Mrs. Hallam’s Picture.” This story noted
that a “postcard vendor who was selling photos of Mrs. Mabel Hallam, the woman [purportedly]
attacked by the negro Richardson, and whose awful experience was the direct cause of the
breaking out of the race riot, was ordered off the streets last night. I[t] was feared putting forth
the pictures in large numbers [w]ould inflame the minds of the persons and cause a fresh

4

“Lists Property in ‘Bad Lands’: Chief Jacobs Makes List of Owners of Those Shacks,” [Springfield] Daily Illinois
State Register (September 5, 1908), and “Forty Houses Damaged. Report of Chief Jacobs Shows Total Number
Fired by Mob,” [Springfield] Daily Illinois State Journal (September 5, 1908).
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outbreak of demonstration” (Illinois State Journal, August 16, 1908).5 Subsequently, the
Register also published a booklet of their photographs entitled Photographic Views of the Great
Springfield Race War, August, 1908 (Illinois State Register, c.1908).6
This work attempts to compile these images in a single location, and presents them in the
following pages. Historic photograph locations also are indicated on Figure 1, with direction
arrows and photo reference numbers colored in blue. The photographs referenced are presented
in sequence on the pages that follow. The images were obtained from a number of sources,
including the Illinois State Historical Society collection (now integrated into the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum), the Sangamon Valley Collection (Lincoln Library),
Springfield historian Richard Hart, and from the Internet. Additional historic photographs
pertinent to our research likely do exist in public and private collections and will be integrated
into this document as they are located. As such, the document should be considered a work in
progress and envisioned to be expanded in the near future.

5

The adjacent story in this same issue of the newspaper was entitled “MILITARY SCENE UNUSUAL. Uniformed
Guards Forbid Curious in Forbidden Territory” (Illinois State Journal, August 16, 1908).
6

Another disturbing use of the destroyed properties was the opportunistic advertising used by promotors of the John
C. Weber Band. Broadsides promoting John C. Weber and his band (who were performing at the White City
amusement park on East Capitol Avenue in Springfield the week of the riots) were posted on many of the burned
houses in the district, and a large banner announcing his arrival was stretched across the burned out remains of
Loper’s Restaurant downtown. Placement of these broadsides on the burned-out houses and Loper’s restaurant was
an opportunistic advertising strategy conducted by Weber’s promoters.
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Table 1.
List of Properties Damaged and/or Destroyed in the Badlands
During the August 1908 Race Riot,
Springfield, Illinois
(As reported on August 16 by the Illinois State Journal)
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Table 2.
List of Properties Damaged and/or Destroyed in the Badlands
During the August 1908 Race Riot,
Springfield, Illinois
(As reported on August 16 by the Illinois State Register)
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Table 3
Official City List of Dwellings Damaged and/or Destroyed
During the August 1908 Race Riot,
Springfield, Illinois7

7

Table compiled from “Lists Property in ‘Bad Lands’: Chief Jacobs Makes List of Owners of Those Shacks,”
[Springfield] Daily Illinois State Register (September 5, 1908), and “Forty Houses Damaged. Report of Chief
Jacobs Shows Total Number Fired by Mob,” [Springfield] Daily Illinois State Journal (September 5, 1908).
Additional information was also available from Illinois State Register (September 11, 1908) article entitled “Riot
Claims Are $108,415.”
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Table 4.
List of Properties Damaged and/or Destroyed in the Levee District
During the August 1908 Race Riot,
Springfield, Illinois
(As reported on August 16 by the Illinois State Journal)
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Table 5.
List of Properties Damaged and/or Destroyed in the Levee District
During the August 1908 Race Riot,
Springfield, Illinois
(As reported on August 16 by the Illinois State Register)
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Figure 1. Map illustrating the location of buildings destroyed or severely damaged during the 1908 Springfield Race Riot
(highlighted in orange), and the locations of the historic photographs taken in the aftermath of the riot (indicated in blue).
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Figure 2. Route of the mob taken on August 14, 1908 (http://thegermansmakegoodstuff.blogspot.com/2011/07/today-i-learnedabout-1908-springfield.html). [The location of the Burton Barber Shop is misplaced on this figure.]
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The Residential District (The Badlands)

1a. Scott Burton’s barbershop on the northeast corner of Jefferson and Ninth streets, which was
torched
by
the
mob
prior
to
its
assault
on
the
Badlands
(http://www.lib.niu.edu/1996/iht329622.html).

1b. Ruins of Scott Burton’s barbershop, looking east (ALPLM Ide Collection PC5).
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2a. Wrecked houses on the west side of the 300 block of North Ninth Street, looking southwest
(ALPLM Ide Collection NG5798).

2b. Wrecked houses on the west side of the 300 block of North Ninth Street, looking northwest.
The stone building seen in the background belongs to the adjacent Culver Stone and Marble
Works (Ebay image from Dick Hart).
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3a. Burned homes at 312 North Ninth Street (at center) and 314 North Ninth Street (at left), looking east (ALPLM Ide Collection
NG5795).
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3b. Burned-out houses at 312 and 314 North Ninth Street, looking east (ALPLM Ide Collection
PC11a).

3c. Burned-out houses at 312 and 314 North Ninth Street, looking northeast, with National
Guard troops camped out in front (ALPLM Ide Collection, PC13a).
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4a. Postcard image labeled “Negro Residence 9th & Madison / Militia on duty Mob Violence” (Sangamon Valley Collection, Lincoln
Library). This image depicts the former “house of ill fame” initially established in the early 1870s by Emma Nash (aka Emma
Taylor), and later occupied by Mabel Baxter at 913-915 East Madison Street. The adjacent building, located at 917 East Madison
Street, was occupied by Charles Baxter beginning in 1896 as a saloon. It lies completely destroyed in this image. In 1908, the Baxter
Resort had been closed, and this was probably the D. C. Neal residence (the manager of the adjacent saloon at the time of the riot).
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4b. Two nearly identical views of the ruins at the house and adjacent saloon at 913-915 and 917
East Madison Street. Top: ALPLM Ide Collection (PC7). Bottom: Postcard (courtesy of
Richard Hart).
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5. View of the ruins of the house and adjacent saloon at 913-915 and 917 East Madison Street (far left) and House A (far right; circled
in red). This seems to be the only image of the burned houses in the current project area (ALPLM Ides Collection, NG5792; see also
http://alplm-cdi.com/chroniclingillinois/items/browse?collection=221).
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6a. South side of 1000 block of East Madison Street, looking southeast and showing house
numbers 1018, 1020 and 1022. The business on the southwest corner of Madison and Eleventh
streets (with “Bull Durham” sign) was spared during the riot (ALPLM Ide Collection, NG7599).

6b. Similar view as image above, showing the south side of 1000 block of East Madison Street,
with
ruins
of
house
numbers
1018,
1020
and
1022
shown
(http://library.uis.edu/archives/localhistory/riotphotos.html).
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7. South side of 1000 block of East Madison Street, looking south and showing house numbers 1018, 1020 and 1022 (ALPLM Ide
Collection, NG5804).
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8a. South Side of 1000 block of East Madison Street, looking southwest. The gutted two-story,
brick house at 1022 East Madison appears in background. This image was published in the
Illinois State Register (August 16, 1908).
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8b. Two pages from the souvenir booklet published by the Illinois State Register (1908). Top:
Cover page. Bottom: Page 1 of images illustrating the south side of the 1000 block of East
Madison Street, looking southwest. The gutted two-story, brick house at 1022 East Madison
appears in background (http://cowanauctions.com/auctions/item.aspx?id=59759).
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8b. Two postcard views of the gutted two-story, brick house at 1022 East Madison Street,
looking southwest (originally published in the Illinois State Register, August 16, 1908). Both
images are captioned “Scene In Burned District / Riot Aug. 15 ’08.”
Top:
http://cultheritage.com/unt/10958springfield_illinois_race_war__scene_in_burned_district__riot_aug_14__1908_a.html;
Bottom: ALPLM Ide Collection PC9 (lacks whole postcard detail).
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9. Another view of the gutted two-story, brick house at 1022 East Madison Street, looking southwest. The junction of the Wabash
and Illinois Central Railroads can be seen in background, with the State Capitol building in far distance
(http://library.uis.edu/archives/localhistory/riotphotos.html; From the Booth-Grunendike Collection, Archives/Special Collections,
Brookens Library, University of Illinois at Springfield).
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10a. View of a saloon located at 1101 East Madison (on the northeast corner of Madison and Eleventh streets), which was owned
and/or operated by N. J. Poston (black). The brick saloon was badly damaged by the mob. The image is from a scrap book from circa
1908 (http://cultheritage.com/unt/10335-very_rare_historical_1908_race_riots_springfield_il___rppc_photo_album_art_work.html).
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10b Enlarged image from previous scrap book illustrating Poston’s saloon on Madison Street.
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11a. Two views of page labeled “Ruined Negro Houses” from circa 1908 scrap book. These
houses were located on the east side of the 300 block of North Eleventh Street, looking
southeast.
http://cultheritage.com/unt/10335very_rare_historical_1908_race_riots_springfield_il___rppc_photo_album_art_work.html
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11b. View of burned housing on the east side of the 300 block of North Eleventh Street, looking
northeast (Walling 1908:530).
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12a. View of an unidentified location, but suspected to be the south side of the 1100 block of
East
Madison
Street,
looking
southwest
towards
Eleventh
Street
(http://www.ustrek.org/odyssey/semester2/013101/justsmoke_bg.html).

12b. Unidentified photograph location, but suspected to be the south side of the 1100 block of
East Madison Street, looking southwest towards Eleventh Street (ALPLM Ides Collection PC8).
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13. North side of 1100 block of East Madison Street, looking north and showing ruins of house numbers 1113 through 1129. The
building shown at far right is the saloon where Scott Burton was lynched (ALPLM Ide Collection, NG5797).
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14a. Top: Detail of postcard image illustrating the north side of 1100 block of East Madison
Street, looking northeast and showing the ruins of house numbers 1121 through 1129 East
Madison Street (Photo is reversed; see previous and following images). Bottom: Postcard with
two images of riot aftermath, and handwritten text “Nigger Dives Burned on Madison St.”
(Postcard image courtesy of Richard Hart; see also http://www.lib.niu.edu/1996/iht329622.html).
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14b. North side of 1100 block of East Madison Street, looking northeast and showing the ruins
of house numbers 1121 through 1129. Top: Image as published in the Illinois State Register
(August 16, 1908). Bottom: Postcard image captioned “Scene in Burned District / Riot Aug. 14,
‘08” (http://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/springfield-illinois-race-riot-ruins-00-10s)
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14c-d. Two identical views of the north side of the 1100 block of East Madison Street, looking
northeast and showing the ruins of house numbers 1121 through 1129.
Top:
ALPLM Ide Collection PC14.
Bottom:
http://cultheritage.com/unt/10957springfield_illinois_race_war__scene_in_burned_district__riot_aug_14__1908_b.html
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15a. National Guard troops posing in front of the ruins of 1121 East Madison Street in the
immediate aftermath of the riot (ALPM Ide Collection PC15).

15b. View from nearly same vantage point (Source unknown, from “Shame” Video
Documentary). One of the few images that illustrates displaced African-American citizens
[http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=93606402 cites ALPLM as source].
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15. Left: “A Looted Negro Saloon / Soldiers searching for dead bodies” (Walling 1908:533). Right: Postcard image of “Tree where
negro was Lynched” (http://www.epa.illinois.gov/black-history-month/sculpture and http://cultheritage.com/unt/10960springfield_illinois_race_war__riot__aug_1908__lynching_tree.html).

330

16a. Two views of the saloon at the northwest corner of Madison and Twelfth streets, where
Scott Burton was lynched, with post-riot crowd gathered in front (Top: Ebay image labeled “X
Remains of Tree Where Negro Was Hanged/ Springfield Race War Aug ‘08”). Bottom:
Postcard (Courtesy of Richard Hart).
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16b. Another view of saloon at the northwest corner of Madison and Twelfth streets, where Scott Burton was lynched, with National
Guard troops stationed in front (ALPLM Ide Collection PC22).
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16c-d. Another two views of the saloon at the northwest corner of Madison and Twelfth streets, where Scott Burton was lynched.
Left: Illinois State Register, August 21, 1908. Right: Scrapbook (Cultheritage.com).
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17. Another image of the saloon at the northwest corner of Madison and Twelfth streets, where
Scott Burton was lynched (http://library.uis.edu/archives/localhistory/riotphotos.html; From the
Booth-Grunendike Collection, Archives/Special Collections, Brookens Library, University of
Illinois at Springfield).
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18. General view of the 1100 block of East Madison Street, looking west from the intersection
of Twelfth and Madison streets. The saloon where the Burton lynching occurred appears at
right.
Page from scrap book (top), and detail of picture (bottom)
(http://cultheritage.com/unt/10335very_rare_historical_1908_race_riots_springfield_il___rppc_photo_album_art_work.html).
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18. South side of the 1100 block of East Mason Street, looking west and showing ruins of houses at numbers 1128 and 1130 in
foreground and damaged house at 1126 in background (ALPLM Ide Collection, NG5793).
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20. Top: Detail view of postcard illustrating the South side of the 1100 block of East Mason
Street, looking southwest from the intersection of Mason and Twelfth Street (similar to single
card image at http://www.lib.niu.edu/1996/iht329622.html). Labeled “12 & Madison Burnt
Negro homes / Mob Violence Springfield 8-15-08.” Bottom: Postcard with two images of riot
aftermath, and handwritten text “Nigger Dives Burned on Madison St.” (Postcard image courtesy
of Richard Hart).
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Ruins of the home of Ina Williams. Location yet to be determined (ALPLM Ide Collection
PC6).

This picture of an unburned house, with white flag, was also published in Walling (1908:531).
Its location is unknown.
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