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This public presentation is part of a thematic study of African American life in
Springfield initiated by the City of Springfield’s Historic Sites Commission, and
administered by the City of Springfield’s Office of Planning and Economic
Development, 800 E. Monroe, Springfield, IL 62701.

The activity, which is the subject of this presentation, has been financed in part
with federal funds from the Department of the Interior, administered by the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources. However, the contents and opinions
do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior
or the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, nor does the mention of trade
names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation by the
Department of the Interior or the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

Fever River Research: About Us
Fever River Research (Springfield, Illinois) is a full service Cultural
Resource Management (CRM) firm that has been doing CRM work in
Illinois for over 35 years.
Our firm has completed multiple projects in Springfield over the years,
including: architectural surveys of the Enos Park, West Side Capitol,
and Aristocracy Hill neighborhoods; IL-HAER documentation of
CWLP’s Lakeside Generating Station; and
archaeological
investigations within the Lincoln Home Neighborhood (for the
National Park Service), the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum (State of Illinois), and on-going investigations for the
Springfield Railroad Improvements project (City of Springfield).

Our Offices on Cook Street

Previous Survey Work in Springfield

Current Project Area
The current project area is
bordered on the west by 10th
Street, on the east by 19th and
Wirt Streets, on the south by
South Grand Avenue and Brown
Street, and on the north by
Madison Street and Clear Lake
Avenue. This entails a very large
area (over 500 acres in size) with
over 1,300 primary buildings.

National Register of Historic Places
Eligibility to the National Register is based on four broad criteria that are defined by the National Park
Service and used to guide the evaluation process (36CFR60.4 Criteria for Evaluation).. These
criteria state that:

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, and culture is present in
districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and
a) that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history [Social History]; or
b) that are associated with the lives of persons significant to our past [People]; or
c) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction [Architecture]; or
d) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history [Archaeology].

A property may qualify under one or more the above criteria, provided:

1) that it is historically significant, through its association with an important
historic context;
2) it retains the historic integrity of those features necessary to convey its
significance; and,
3) in the case of archaeological sites, it offers information that can answer
relevant research questions and fill in gaps in the historical record.

The National Park Service provides guidance for the National Register process through a series of
published bulletins, which are available in print and on-line.

Context
Developing a historical context is a key component to a developing a National Register of
Historic Places thematic study, and in assessing the National Register eligibility of individual
properties.
All context statements place the historic property in an historical framework, identifying the
relevant aspects of the historic property that determine its significance. As such, as historic
context statements have three parameters, that include:
1) Theme: African American Life [Sub-themes include home
life, work, recreation, religion, etc.]
2) Time Frame: Initial Settlement to 50-year cut-off of the
National Register of Historic Places (Circa 1820-1968)
3) Location: Springfield, Illinois

An example of a context statement prepared by
Fever River Research for the City of Springfield
is the Illinois Historic American Engineering
Record documentation package prepared for the
Lakeside Generating Station—which discussed
the property in the context of the history of
Springfield’s water and electrical supply and the
career of Willis Spaulding.

Integrity
National Register eligibility is also
based on integrity. A property may
be associated with an historic event
or person, but if it lacks sufficient
integrity to convey its significance,
it fails to meet the standards for
National Register eligibility.
Buildings inventoried during an
architectural survey are given broad
integrity assessments, such as those
illustrated here (which were part of
the Aristocracy Hill neighborhood
survey conducted by Fever River
Research).

Sources of Information
During the course of this project, we will draw on a wide range of resources to
develop the historic context, as well as to identify potentially significant individual
properties. Some of these sources will include, but not limited to, the following:
1) Historic plats and atlases
2) Public Records
3) Contemporary Newspapers
4) Published Histories

5) Historic Photographic Collections
6) Building Survey/Physical Landscape
7) Oral Informants

Examples of historic plats and maps used in researching Springfield properties.

In 1867, the Taylor House was located on the far
southeastern corner of the City of Springfield. It was
the only structure on Block 12, which was bounded by
Twelfth, Thirteenth, Cass and Clay Streets. Left: Detail;
pf 1858 City Map. Right: Detail of 1867 Bird’s Eye View

of Springfield.

Besides the 1867 Bird’s Eye View of Springfield, this circa 1872 view is also of great interest.
Depicted here is Springfield’s East Side at that time.

The red line depicts the western boundary (at Tenth Street), and the northern
boundary (at Madison Avenue) of the current survey area.

Federal census records document the City’s population with a house-by-house, street-by-street
inventory of the tally of its inhabitants. These records document the ethnic diversity of
Springfield every ten years, and provide detailed information as to the various ethnic enclaves in
the city, and the dynamics of these families and households.

Copy of the 1860 census
listing black “washerwomen”
residing along 8th Street, north
of the incipient Washington
Street Levee district.

Sanborn maps of Springfield are
available for the years 1886, 1890, 1896,
1917, 1950, and 1972. These maps are
an invaluable resource in understanding
the built environment in the city and its
change through time.

Although Sanborn maps typically do not
identify the race of the occupants of the
houses shown, in at least one instance they
did. The image right is a detail from the
1896 Sanborn map and illustrates a row
houses on the 300 block of North Tenth
Street labelled “Negro Shanties”. Most of
these homes were destroyed in the 1908
race riot and were the focus of the recent
archaeological investigations conducted for
the Carpenter Street Underpass.

City directories, which are available for Springfield from the 1850s onward, provide information
as to head of households, their occupation, and place of residence. They also include business
listings. Unfortunately, less affluent and/or skilled individuals often were not documented in
earlier directories. City directories published prior to 1930 distinguish between white and black
residents, as seen below.

Copy of a page from the 1891
city directory illustrating names
of house occupants along 100
block of Madison Street. The
“(col’d)” accompanying many of
the names is in reference to their
skin color (“Colored”).
Directories from other years
indicate this with a “(c).”

One of the more interesting city directories is that published in 1876 at the time of the country’s
centennial celebration. This directory included the seven-page Directory of the Colored People of
Springfield.

Another directory of great interest to this project is entitled Directory of Sangamon County’s Colored Citizens,
and was published approximately 50 years after publication of the earlier directory. This entire
directory, which was published in circa 1926, was dedicated solely to the African American citizens of
Springfield. It is an invaluable source for researching Springfield’s black community in the early
decades of the twentieth century.

Newspapers contain a wealth of information
pertaining to the everyday life of early Springfield
inhabitants—whether white or black. These
published accounts document the passage of major
events (births, marriages, deaths) and are often
couched in period language.

Obituary of Joseph Faro,
October 16, 1878

The July 21, 1918 issue of the Illinois State Journal announced the formation of the Centennial CoOperative Educational Congress, which was in conjunction with the State’s Centennial Celebration.
The Congress exposition was to begin on September 22nd of that year, and the newspaper included
three pages highlighting the achievements of Springfield’s African American community.
Can anyone tell me the significance of September 22nd?

Newspapers also reported on social events
involving the black community. Emancipation
Day (September 22) was a major social event,
celebrated annually with a large festival for many
years. The article shown here is from 1878. Within
recent years, the current Juneteenth celebration
seems to have supplanted Emancipation Day
activities.

Published histories add
significantly to our understanding
of the African American
experience in Springfield. One
of the first sources to speak
directly to the contribution of the
African American residents of
Springfield was the History of
Sangamon County, Illinois, which was
published in 1881 (Inter-State
Publishing Company).
This source published a nine-page
section entitled “The Colored
People of Springfield”, which
highlighted the lives of 22
Springfield residents.

Published histories add significantly to our understanding of the African American experience in
Springfield. Recent scholarship by local attorney and historian Richard Hart has contributed
significantly to our understanding of the contribution of African Americans to early Springfield.

Reverends Brown and Trevan
with Old Bob in front of
Abraham Lincoln’s Home,
May 1865.

The Negro Motorist Green-Book was first published in 1936, as a guide for the black tourist to safely
maneuver New York City in the era of Jim Crow. It was such a success, that the following year the
Green Book was expanded to cover much of the United States. It continued as a yearly guide through
the middle 1960s, being discontinued after the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Details of Springfield listings in the 1939 issue of the Negro Motorist’s Green Book…

The Hotel Dudley is obviously no longer extant. But how many of these Tourist
Homes may still be present on the landscape today? Collectively, a total of 22
properties were listed in Springfield with the Negro Motorist’s Green Book.

Of the 22 properties listed over the years in the Negro Motorist’s Green Book for Springfield, at least 14
have been demolished (as of August 2014). The current project will assess the integrity of the
remaining eight properties.

The Dudley Hotel—one of the earlier and more
significant properties in Springfield catering to the
“Negro Motorist,” was located on South 11th
Street. It was opened in 1914; severely damaged
by fire in 1957, and demolished in late 1960.

Historic Photographic collections of families, work, and buildings. Many of the photographs
used in this presentation are from the Sangamon Valley Collection at the Lincoln Library.
Additionally, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum has a substantial photographic
collection of Springfield images. Eddie “Doc” “One Shot” Helm was the chief photographer for the
Illinois Secretary of State, and he recorded many images of African American life in Springfield from
the 1940s through the 1990s (some of which are in the ALPLM; others currently on display at the
AAHM).

Early 1950s Christmas Card from the Helms

Helm Residence, 1128 S. Pasfield St.

Extant buildings also give us insights into the lifeways of the early inhabitants of a neighborhood.
We look closely at the types of buildings in a project area, and what they can tell us about the past
history of that neighborhood. Of particular interest is the variety of vernacular housing present.

Early Upright and Wing House (1144 North Sixth Street) adjacent to a small Shotgun House
(1140 North Sixth Street) within the Enos Park neighborhood. Both are traditional house
forms associated with nineteenth century working-class households. Historically, the Shotgun
House form has been associated with urban African American families.

National Register Criteria emphasizes the people, places, and events significant in the African
American experience in Springfield. The following discussion presents a few examples of the
properties associated with these criteria, and we invite the audience to help us identify lesser
known examples in our community—and tangible connections to these people and events.

1) People

2) Places

3) Events

People:

Early black policemen, mail carriers, and firemen who made significant advances in
employment opportunities during the nineteenth century. Can we identify who these individuals
are, and where they lived?

Policemen (1892)

Mail Carriers (1898; Charles A. Ellis)

Casey’s A History of the Negro in Sangamon County (ca. 1926) presented the portraits of the black firemen
who operated Engine House No. 5 (1310 East Adams St.) and noted that “the people of Springfield
are justly proud of their colored fire department whose record for efficiency and faithful service has
been amply attested. Their services have been of great value to the city, and moreover, by their lives
and conduct they have reflected credit on the people whom they so worthily represent.”

Lawrence Brandon, 707 South 18th St.
John Foreman, 1308 E. Carpenter St.
Harry Neal, 916 E. Cass St.
John Allen, 1417½ E. Capitol Ave.
Henry Alexander, 1609 S. 14th St.
John Farmer, not listed in the directory

Captain Foreman’s house, in circa 1926, was located at 1308 East Carpenter Street. Unfortunately,
today the property is a vacant lot sandwiched between two contemporary vernacular workingmans houses. The status of the residences of the other five black firemen is unknown (at least for
now).

Early twentieth century Springfield residents
at home, work, and play…
Circa 1910 image
of Amanda
Anderson,
widow of miner
Peter Anderson
who was killed in
a mining accident
in 1899.

Two ladies enjoying
Washington Park, 1903

Unidentified
construction
workers paving
Lawrence Street,
post 1905.

Northwest
Springfield
residents Omer
Donaldson
(left) and Albert
Harris (right)
pose for a
picture during
early years of
twentieth
century.

Places:

One of the most cited examples of significant buildings associated with the African
American experience in Springfield is the former Engine House No. 5 at 1310 East Adams
Street. An all-black crew manned this station, and a Masonic lodge was located on the upper
floors of the building.

Another example of a significant place for this
theme is the Lincoln Colored Home, which is located
at 427 South Street. It currently is listed
individually on the National Register of Historic
Places. The home was established by Eva
Monroe in 1898, with the existing structure being
constructed in 1904. An outgrowth of Monroe’s
work was the establishment of the Springfield
Colored Women’s Club—an organization of
black women dedicated to social reform.

The Monroe Sisters. Eva C. Monroe is circled in red.

Another early view
of the Lincoln Colored
Home, with residents
standing out front for
a picture.

The Judge Wycliff Taylor House at
the corner of Twelfth and Cass
Streets is also one of the more cited
examples for Springfield. Built in
1857 as a private residence, the
home later housed the Ambidexter
Industrial and Normal Institute, a
school for black youth that taught
arts and sciences, domestic skills,
and period trades.

Churches are places of special note that have played a significant role in the African American
community. This is a directory of the churches serving the community in circa 1926 (Casey).

One of the more prominent churches associated with the African American community in
Springfield was the Zion Baptist Church (1601 E Laurel St.). Historic images are from Casey’s
circa 1926 Directory.

Left: A 1940s view of the St. Paul African Methodist Church once located at 620-622 East
Mason Street. A 1930s Sunday School class out in front of the church on a cold day (bottom
right). The church is now located at 1116 South Sixteenth Street (top right).

St. John’s AME Church at 1529 East Capitol Avenue. This congregation was founded in 1876.
The existing church building was constructed in 1940.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church was established in 1895 when the congregation split from the Zion
Baptist Church, in order to establish a place of worship closer to their neighborhood of “Goose
Prairie.” Their new church was constructed at 916 South 18th St (now Martin Luther King Jr. Drive).

Circa 1920s

Other institutional and
commercial buildings
are of note, and include
the Boy’s and Girls Club
of Central Illinois is
located at 300 South
Fifteenth Street. This
facility was constructed in
1960. The club itself was
organized in 1956.

Ca. 1968

Dr. Ewin Lee and the Lee Medical Building. Dr. Lee was admitted to the Sangamon County Medical
Society in 1949 and practiced medicine in Springfield until within months of his death 1993. His
office at the corner of Jackson and Thirteen Streets, built in 1958, was the first medical office
building in Springfield owned by black physicians.

Lee Medical Building
Dr. Edwin Lee

Dr. Edwin Lee Residence at 920 S. Wheeler Avenue. Although located several blocks east of the
project area, this home provides an example of a residence associated with a locally significant
individual from the later years of the period of significance.

Lodges played an important social role in
the black community, as illustrated by this
1926 directory. Identifying buildings
associated with these lodges would be of
interest to the thematic study.

In 1899, Eva Monroe (founder of the Lincoln Colored Home) established the Springfield Colored
Women’s Club, which crusaded for a variety of philanthropic causes in Springfield.

ISJ 24 December 1938

ISJ 24 April 1939

Eva Monroe, ca. 1900

Casey Directory,
ca. 1926

In the late 1930s, a group of black teen girls formed a social group named the Sepian Celebs. This
group continued as a black women’s service organization for many decades thereafter , holding a
variety of social venues and raising funds for many worthy causes.

In April 1953, a group of prominent black citizens met at the Springfield Urban League headquarters
and organized a local chapter of the Frontiers of America—a “Negro Service Club” dedicated to
“improving the business and economic status of the Negro in Springfield.”

ISJ January 29, 1956

ALPLM

No single event is probably more significant in Springfield’s racial history than that
of the August 1908 Race Riot.

EVENTS:

On August 14th, 1908, the City of Springfield erupted in racially motivated mob violence that lasted
for several days, and resulted in the lynching of two African-American citizens, as well as the
destruction of numerous houses and businesses within the city. Much of the violence was centered on
the Levee commercial district and the residential Badlands. The violence was subdued through the
efforts of the Illinois National Guard.

Images of scrapbook from Cultheritage.com.

Photographs of East Madison
Street, and National Guard in
Springfield (August 1908).

The Springfield Race Riot of August 1908 was one of the catalysts that resulted in the formation of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). On February 12th, 1909 (in
conjunction with the 100th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth), the organization was formed. As quoted in
the NAACP’s webpage, “The NAACP was formed partly in response to the continuing horrific
practice of lynching and the 1908 race riot in Springfield, the capital of Illinois and resting place of
President Abraham Lincoln.”

Over 40 houses and business were destroyed in the Badlands during the August
14th-15th, 1908 riot in Springfield. This map depicts the location of the houses
and businesses destroyed by fire during the riots (as depicted on the 1896
Sanborn fire insurance map). The current project area is circled in red. The blue
arrows indicate the location of perspective view historic photographs.

Archaeology:

Intact resources were also found within the southern two-thirds of the project area
(located between Madison Street on the south and Mason Street on the north) (Site 1; 11Sg1432). In
this area, only the front of the lots once fronting Tenth Street were stripped, exposing the physical
remains of seven middle nineteenth century houses. The rear yard activity areas associated with these
houses lies to the west beneath the existing parking lot.

Archaeological base map.

Views of Houses A (left) and B (right) during Phase II testing. House A appears
to have been occupied by, among others, the Smith family at the time of the 1908
riot. House B may have been unoccupied in August 1908. Both houses were
destroyed by fire in August 1908.

View of House C (left) and D (right) during Phase II testing. Both houses were
destroyed by fire in August 1908.

Houses A through E all exhibited
physical evidence of having been
destroyed by fire.

Archaeological deposits associated with the August 1908 riot, and subsequent
destruction by fire of the five houses, were also well documented, and include
these fire-deposits from House A. These three images depict materials
presumably in a back bedroom of House A at the time of the August 1908 house
fire (Test 1).
Left: small vase (little to no fire damage)
Middle: partially melted medicine bottle and drinking glass
Right: fire smoked and broken wash basin

Heat deformed drinking glass

Unlike House A (which had a shallow crawlspace beneath it), House B has a
substantial basement cellar beneath it. The cellar contains a wide range of artifacts
directly associated with the 1908 occupants of that dwelling (including cups,
saucers, bowls, plates, and platters). This is a fairly intact table setting recovered
from House B. The artifacts suggest that the house may have been ransacked
prior to the fire.

Location of burned (A-E) and unburned (F and G) houses in the Tenth Street
Corridor, overlain on existing aerial view. Buildings highlighted in orange were
destroyed by fire in the August 1908 Springfield riot.

By no means is the 1908 Race Riot the only significant event associated with
the African American experience in Springfield. Others that come to mind
are:

1) Desegregation of the City Schools
2) The 1911 Change in City Government (to
Commission form of government)
3) The 1987 Change in City Government (to an
Aldermanic form of government)
4) The World Wars, Korean War, and Vietnam War
5) The Civil Rights Movement and the Civil Rights
Act of 1964
6) The Implementation of Jim Crow
7) Emancipation and Voting Rights
8) Development of Public Housing Programs

And what other events might come to mind?

As one of the goals of this project is to identify tangible or
physical connections to the significant events in the African
American experience, can we identify any landscape features
once affiliated with any of these events?

Questions or Comments?
We encourage you to take a few minutes to think about the people, places, and events
that have been significant in your life experiences in Springfield, and to complete
one of the survey forms.
Floyd can be reached by phone (217-341-8138) or email (fmansberger@comcast.net).

Thank You.

