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“Scene on East Madison Street. In the heart of the ‘Black Belt.’” 

 
On August 14-15, 1908 Springfield, Illinois was rocked by a race riot that resulted in the deaths 

of nine people, dozens of properties being destroyed or damaged, and the displacement of a large 

segment of the city’s black population.  The riot was a seminal event in Springfield’s history and 

is the acknowledged catalyst for the foundation of the National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP) in early 1909.  The document presented here is a small (5¾” x 

8¾”), 18-page, black-and-white pamphlet, printed by the Illinois State Register (one of 

Springfield’s leading newspapers of the day) shortly after that eventful weekend.  This souvenir 

booklet was reprinted from content published in the Saturday, August 15,
, 
1908 edition of their 

newspaper, which carried extensive coverage on the previous evening’s events.   

 

As this booklet is fairly rare, and online copies of the publication were not available to view, we 

are reproducing it here for the public’s use.  We thank Richard Hart (Springfield, Illinois) for 

loaning us his copy of this publication, and allowing us to scan it for presentation here.   

 

Floyd Mansberger 

Christopher Stratton 

 

Fever River Research 

Springfield, Illinois 

 

 

 

 



For a contemporary collection of images associated with the riot, see also the scrapbook prepared 

in 1909 and entitled In the Wake of the Mob An Illustrated Story of Riot, Ruin, and Rage.   For a 

power point presentation summarizing the context of our recent archaeological investigations at 

the site of houses destroyed during the riot, click here.  Similarly, for a companion power point 

presentation summarizing the archaeological investigations, click here.  To access the larger 

Phase II archaeological report, entitled Results of Phase II Archaeological Investigations of Sites 

11SG1432 and 11SG1433 for the Proposed Carpenter Street Underpass, Springfield Rail 

Improvements Project, Springfield, Illinois (Mansberger and Stratton 2016), click here.  And 

finally, for the artifact appendices to the above referenced Phase II archaeological report, click 

here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://illinoisarchaeology.com/papers/Riot%20Ruin%20and%20Rage.pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/papers/Chris%20History%20Symposium(FINAL).pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/papers/Floyd%20History%20Symposium%20(FINAL).pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/Urban/Carpenter%20Street%20Phase%20II%20Report.pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/urban/Carp%20St%20Artifact%20Rpt.pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/urban/Carp%20St%20Artifact%20Rpt.pdf


 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 


