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On August 14-15, 1908 Springfield, Illinois was rocked by a race riot that resulted in the deaths 

of nine people, dozens of properties being destroyed or damaged, and the displacement of a large 

segment of the city’s black population.  The riot was a seminal event in Springfield’s history and 

is the acknowledged catalyst for the foundation of the National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP) in early 1909.   

 

The document presented here is a 7¼” x 10” scrapbook containing a series of photographs 

(presumably photographic postcards) mounted on black paper with hand illustrated decoration 

and captions in white ink.  The manuscript contains 30 images, and was dedicated in 1909 to an 

unknown Matilda.   

 

In early 2016, while in the process of finalizing a report on archaeological investigations 

conducted at the site of five houses destroyed in August 1908 during the riot, we stumbled on the 

website Cultheritage.com, which offered for sale a scrapbook of pictures relating to the 

Springfield Race Riot.  Unfortunately, this online source contained limited information 

pertaining to the manuscript, and included only a small number of poor quality images.  Efforts 

to contact the seller went unanswered.  More recently, we learned about the presence of the 

manuscript being offered for sale by the New Jersey antiquarian bookseller Between the Covers 

Rare Books.  At this time, we were able to make screen-captured images of all pages from the 

scrapbook, which were presented by the bookseller in their catalog offering of the manuscript.  

With the assistance a third party, we contacted the bookseller and learned of the acquisition of 

that manuscript by the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and 

Culture (NMAAHC) in Washington, D.C.  Currently the manuscript is being accessioned by the 



museum.  The images of this scrapbook presented here are the low-resolution screen-captured 

images from the booksellers catalogue.  The images are presented here for their historical value 

relating to the current study of the Springfield Race Riot.   

 

We are happy to see that the manuscript, which has such great historical significance, has been 

able to find such an appropriate home.   

 

 

 

Floyd Mansberger 

Christopher Stratton 

 

Fever River Research 

Springfield, Illinois 

 

July 1, 2018 

 

 

For a similar presentation of contemporary images printed in 1908 by the Illinois State Register, 

see also The Great Springfield Race War, 1908.  For a power point presentation summarizing the 

context of our recent archaeological investigations at the site of houses destroyed during the riot, 

click here.  Similarly, for a companion power point presentation summarizing the archaeological 

investigations, click here.  To access the larger Phase II archaeological report, entitled Results of 

Phase II Archaeological Investigations of Sites 11SG1432 and 11SG1433 for the Proposed 

Carpenter Street Underpass, Springfield Rail Improvements Project, Springfield, Illinois 

(Mansberger and Stratton 2016), click here.  And finally, for the artifact appendices to the above 

referenced Phase II archaeological report, click here.   

 

 

http://illinoisarchaeology.com/papers/Race%20War%20With%20Cover%20WORD.pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/papers/Chris%20History%20Symposium(FINAL).pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/papers/Floyd%20History%20Symposium%20(FINAL).pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/Urban/Carpenter%20Street%20Phase%20II%20Report.pdf
http://illinoisarchaeology.com/urban/Carp%20St%20Artifact%20Rpt.pdf


 

 

 





















































 





 

 

 
 

 


